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To  THE  Honourable 

Thomas    penn 


AND 


RICHARD  PENN,  E%s. 

True  and  abfolute  Proprietors  *  of 
the  Province  of  Pennfylrania ;  and 
.Counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent  and 
•  Sgffex,  on  Delaware,  in  America. 

Honoured  Gentlemen, 

T  "f,/°"°^'"S.  Discourses,  and  moft 
.  X      ot  the  Pieces  in  the  Appendix  hav 

ly  connected,  with  a  view  to  promote  its 
beft  interefts  in  the  moft  dfficalf  tte 

you  wil,  pe^it  me  to  prefi.  your  names 

o   the  prefent  colleftion   of  them,   and 

humbly  to  acknowkge  that  ii„d  coJiS 

?  E/  Royal  Charier,  fo  made  and  conflitutcd. 

"^  tenancc 


■Mp\ 
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DEDICATION. 

tenance  which  I  have  always  found  you 
ready  to  beftow  upon  every  defign  for  the 
good  of  the  people  there,  and  particularw 
ly  your  extraordinary  munificence  to  that- 
truly  ufeful  and  extcnfive  Seminary  of 
Learning,  over  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  prefide. 

To  bear  this  juft  teflimony,  as  far  as  any 
thing  of  mine  can  have  a  chance  to  be  re- 
membered, being  the  main  defign  of  this 
addrefs;  and  knowing  how  difagreeablc 
the  too  common  language  of  Dedica- 
tions would  be  to  you— if  it  could  pof- 
fibly  find  a  place  here — I  fhall  only  beg 
leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf,  with  all  grati- 
tude and  refpedl, 

Honoured  Gentlemen, 
Your  moft  obedient. 
And  moft  obliged 
Humble  fervant. 


^'^"^^."jg^ugaft 3d,      wILLIA;M  SMITIf. 
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PREFACE. 

TH  E  kind  reception  which  thefe  Dis- 
COURSES  and  Essays  have  met  with, 
as  well  in  their  original  detached  ftate,  as  in 
the  former  joint  Edition  of  them,  having  in 
fome  degrefe  relieved  the  Author  from  the 
anxiety  which  was  at  firfl  natural  on  their 
account,  he  (hall  not  now  detain  the  Reader 
with  a  long  Preface. 

He  flatters  himfelf,  it  will  be  allowed 
that  neither  the  fondnefs  of  commencing 
Author,  nor  any  vain  confidence  of  fuperior 
talents,  could  have  given  birth  to  the  prefent 
work,  fince  every  thing  contained  in  it  will 
appear  to  be  occafional',  arifing  either  imme- 
diately from  Calls  of  Office,  or  from  other 
Public  Calls,  which  could  neither  be  flighted 
nor  fufFered  to  pafs  without  Improvement. 

Sundry  of  the  Difcourfes,  as  well  as  Ef- 
fays,  were  written  and  publiflied  by  defire, 
in  fome  of  the  mod  difficult  and  perilous 
times  which  the  Britifli  Colonies  ever  ex- 
perienced J  with  a  view,  in  the  Author,  tofet 
forth,  according  to  his  beft  abilities,  the  im- 
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menfe  value  of  the  Bleffings  arifing  from  the 
enjoyment  of  the  Protestant  Religiop* 
and  Civil  Liberty,  and  to  infpire  a  be- 
coming Zeal  for  their  Defence. 

The  Remainder  (excepting  the  two  * 
Funeral  Discourses,  and  that  which 
vas  delivered  at  the  opermig  of  St.  Pe- 
TPiRVCHURCH)  confifts  chiefly  of  fuch 
things  as  the  Author  hath  had  occafion  to 
publifli,  in  the  Difcharge  of  his  office  as 
Head  of  a  feminary  of  learning  j  in  order  to 
advance  the  interefts  of  Science,  and  there- 
with the  interefts  of  true  Christianity, 
in  the  remote  Parts  of  the  earth. 

Such  being  the  topics  here  handled,  the 
Author  entered  upon  them  with  his  whole 
Spirit  and  Zeal ;  and  provided  that  this  Zeal 
fliall  be  found  **  according  to  Knovvlege," 
and  tempered  with  Judgment,  he  thinks  he 
never  can  have  reafon  to  be  forry  for  hav- 
ing employed  part  of  his  beft  days,  on  fome 
of  the  moft  interefling  fubjea:s,  that  can 

*  It  was  intended  to  have  printed  thefc  two  Difcourfss 
next  to  one  arother;  but  as  the  Additional  Part  of  this  vo- 
lume was  to  he  <?one  ofF  feparatdy,  it  was  neceffary  to  leave 
»ll  theD.lcourfes  as  they  flood  in  order  of  time,  which  has  no 
other  inconvenience,  but  that  one  of  the  Funeral  Difcourfe? 
ftands  before  chole  that  relate  to  the  war,  all  of  which  fol- 
low  in  due  order. 

poffibly 
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pofTibly  claim   the  attention  of  young  and 
ri/ing  Colonics. 

^  To  recognize  the  glorious  plan  of  pub- 
lic Liberty  and  Happinefs,  which  we  are 
there  called    to  inherit  as  defccnded  from 

the  iiluftrious  flock  of  Britons  j   to  fet 
forth  the  Importance  of  the  Protestant 
Cause  in  the  immenfc  regions  of  America, 
and  the  great  things  vvhidi  the  kind  Provi- 
dence of  God  feems  there  to  have  in  view, 
through  us ;  to  promote  the  good  Education 
of  Youth,  and  the  eftablifhing  fuch  founda- 
tions of  ufcful  literature,  as  fliall  not  only 
be  a  means  of  cultivadng  Divine  Knowlege 
among  ourfelves,  but  ahb  of  extending  its  fa- 
cred  influence  to  others,  and   bringing  the 
barbarous  nations  around  us,  widiin  the  pale 
ofReligion  andcivil  Lifej— thefeareDefians, 
upon  which  (if  laboured  in  with  fincerltyj 
a  good  man  needs  not  fear  to  reft  his  charader 
both  as  a  Chriftian,  and  a  member  of  Society, 
—Defigns,  which  at  all  times  would  be  im- 
portant, but  are   more  efpecialiy  fo,  when 
Dangers  prefs,  when  Violence  is  abroad  up- 
on  the  earth,  when  PopiOi  and  Savage  Foes 
have  combined  againft  us,  and  when  it  be- 
hoves every  Head  to  confult,  every  Hand 

^4  to 
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to  ad,  and  every  Bofom  to  be  animaicd,  for 
the  Public  Safety. 

It  may,  indeed,  be  granted  that  there  is, 
perhaps,  no  part  of  his  Majcfty's  dominions 
where  the  ineftimable  Ble/fings  of  Liberty 
and  a  pure  Religion  are  better  underdood, 
or  mo.e  fully  prized,  than  among  men  of 
rank  and  character  in  America,  who  have 
had  due  opportunities  of  improvement.  But 
thefe  arc  only  a  few  compared  to  the  body 
of  the  ocople,  who  live  in  a  difperfcd  and 
retired  Itate,  and  are  ftill  too  much  without 
the  above  advantages.      Nevcx-thelefs,  that 
they  aLo  (hould  be  poireffed  with  fome  juft 
notions  on  this  head,  is  a  matter  of  the  very 
higheft  importance  to  the  future  fafety  and 
piofperity  of  the  Britifli  Colonies. 

We  are  there  on  a  very  different  footing 
from  that  of  the  mother-country  here.  Both 
we  and  our  enemJes  are  an  increafing  mul- 
titude of  people,  continually  approaching 
each  other  in  our  frontier-fettlements,  and 
having  no  furrounding  ocean,  or  impafTible 
barrier,  to  divide  between  us. 

Nothing,  therefore,  but  a  high  and  com- 
manding fenfe  of  the  great  difference  be- 
tween our  Religion  and  theirs,  between  Li- 
berty and  Slavery,  kept  alive  and  propagated 
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on  our  part,  can  ever  prefervc  us  a  Tcparite 
people  from  them,  cr  render  us  Brave  by 
principle.  When  once  the  fenfe  of  this  dif- 
ference is  loft,  or  ccafcs  to  have  its  influ- 
ence on  the  conduct,  all  fecondary  confider- 
ations  v/illlend  but  a  feeble  aid.  When  once 
we  begin  to  confider  our  vaft  American 
Settlements,  as  given  to  us  merely  for  ad- 
vancing our  fecular  interefts,  and  not  for  en- 
largSg  the  f|  here  of  Prote/lantifm  and  Hu- 
manity ;  we  may  have  reafon  to  fear  that 
the  good  Providence  of  God  would  leave 
us  to  ourfelvcs,  and  raife  up  worthier  in- 
ftruments  for  accomplishing  its  own  eternal 
purpofcs  of  love  towards  thofe  fo  long  be- 
nighted and  forlorn  regions. 

This  is  truly  an  interefting  confideration 
to  usi  and  if  ever  more  than  ordinary 
warmth  be  allowable,  it  is  when  fuch  fub- 
jeds  as  thefe  come  more  particularly  before 
us.  It  is  on  thofe  folemn  days,  when  the 
interefts  of  a  whole  country,  and  the  ways 
of  Providence  concerning  it,  are  to  be  fVated 
and  fet  forth  j  and  every  individual  in  it 
ftrongly  animated  "  to  play  the  man  for  the 
"  people  and  cities  of  his  God." 

In  a  letter  to  a  Clergyman  on  the  frontiers 
of  Pennfylvania,  on  General  Braddock's  de- 

feat. 


feat,  before  any  more  than  two  of  the  fof- 
lowing  difcourles  were  written,  the  author 
had  fo  fully  delivered  his  fentiments  cori- 
Cerning  the  duty  of  Proteftant  Minifters  in 
times  of  public  danger,  the  iiibjeds  chiefly 
to  be  handled  by  them,  and  the  zeal  proper 
on  fuch  occafions,  that  when  it  became  his 
own  turn  to  handle  the  like  fubjeds  in  the 
like  emergencies,  he  could  not  but  ftrive  to 
Come  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  rule  he  had 
before  propofed  j  and  therefore  he  begs  leave 
to  refer  the  Reader  to  the  faid  Letter  (as 
contained  in  Appendix  I)  for  what  may  be 
further  neceflary  by  way  of  Preface  to  fuch 
of  thefe  DIfcourft  s  as  relate  to  the  War. 

But  he  would  not  hereby  be  underftood 
as  offering  to  excufe  any  faults  that  may  be 
found  in  them,  or  any  other  part  of  this  work. 
All  he  would  fay  is,  that  he  hopes  the  Oc- 
cafion  will  generally  juftjfy  the  manner; 
that  he  has  always  endeavoured  to  fuit  his 
language  to  his  fubjed,  and  thinks  he  has 
no  vvhere  offered  to  addrvfs  the  Paffions 
without  firft  flriving  to  convince  the  Judg- 
ment. As  for  the  reft,  he  has  already  expe- 
rienced the  kind  indulgence  of  the  public, 
and  would  not  now  doubt  of  its  continuance. 

THE 
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THE 

CONTENT  S. 


DISCOURSE    I.    Pagei; 

PERSONAL  Afflidion  and  frequent  Re^ 
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PRE- 


THIE  following  Verfes,  having  been  originally  print- 
ed with  this  Difcourfe,  ought  not  now  to  be  fe* 
paratcd  from  it.  When  the  good-natured  reader  is  ac- 
quainted that  they  are  a  Collection  of  the  Tears  of  a  few 
young  Gentlemen,  who  were  fellow  Students  of  the  dc- 
ceafed,  the  Author  knows  that  he  may  depend  on  that 
Candour  in  favour  of  them,  which  he  can  only  hope  for, 
in  favour  of  himfelf. 

The  truly  promifing  Youth,who  is  the  Subject  of  them, 
died  at  Philadelphia,  Juguji  i^th  1754,  being  a  Student 
in  the  fenior  Philofophy  Clafs  of  the  College  there.  He 
was  the  fecond  Son  of  the  Hon.  Josiah  Martin, 
Efq ;  of  Antigua,  aud  Coufm  to  Samuel  Martin, 
Efq ;  Member  of  Parliament  for  Camelford,  Trcafurer  to 
the  Princefs  Dowager  of  Wales,  and  Secretary  of  the 
Treafur,y  to  whom  the  following  Difcourfe  is  moft  re- 
fpe«Slfully  and  gratefully  infcribcd. 


To 
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T  O    T  M  B 

U    T     H     O    R, 

On  hearing  his  Sermon,  upon  the  Death  of  hift 
hopeful  Pupil,  our  dear  Fellow-fti,  dent,  Mr. 
vViLLiAM  Thomas  Martin* 

T  C  A  L  L  no  aid,  no  mufes  to  I'nfpire, 
*  Or  teach  my  breaft  to  feel  a  poet's  fire ; 
Your  foft  e.xpreffion  of  a  grief  fincerc, 
Brings  from  my  foul  a  fympathetic  tear. 
Taught  by  your  voice,  my  artlefs  forrowa  flow; 
1  figh  in  verfe,  am  elegant  in  woe. 
And  loftier  thoughts  within  my  bofomglow. 
For  when,  in  all  the  charms  of  language  dreft, 
A  manly  grief  flows,  genuine,  from  the  breaft,' 
What  gen'rous  nature  can  efcape  the  wounds, 
Or  ftcel  itfelf  againft  the  force  of  melting  founds  ? 

^  O  !  could  I  boaft  to  move  with  equal  art 
The  human  foul,  or  melt  the  ftony  heart ; 
My  long-lov'd  friend  fhould  through  my  numbers  fliina 
bome  virtue  loft  be  wept  in  every  line ; 
For  virtues  he  had  many— .'Twas  confeft 
That  native  fenfe  and  fweetnefs  fill'd  his  breaft. 
But  cooler  reafon  checks  the  bold  intent. 
And,  to  the  task  refufing  herconfent. 
This  only  truth  permits  me  todifclofe, 
That  in  your  own,  you  reprefent  my  woes  f 
And  fweeter  than  my  fong,  is  your  harmonious  profe  ! 

^     Collegi  of  Philadelphia,  F.  HOPKINSON. 
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On  ibefamey  hy  a  Fellow-Jiudent. 

AND  is  your  Martin  gone?  Is  he  no  more, 
That  living  truth,  that  virtue  feen  before  ? 
Has  endiefs  night  already  hid  the  ray. 
The  early  pron^.ifeof  his  glorious  day  ? 
That  grief,  great  Mourner!  in  fuch  ftralns  expreft, 
Shevvs  he  wac  deep  implanted  in  your  breaft. 

Yet  hark  !  foft-whifpering  reafon  feems  to  fay. 
Ceafe  from  your  forrows,  wipe  thefe  tears  away. 
He's  gone,  he's  paft  the  gloomy  (hades  of  night. 
Safe  landed  in  th'  eternal  realms  of  light. 
Happy  exchange  !  to  part  with  all  below, 
For  worlds  of  blifs,  where  joys  unfading  flow. 
And  fainted  fouls  with  love  and  rapture  glow. 

College  of  Philadelphia^  S.  MAG  AW. 

September  bi  1754. 

On  the  fame,  hy  a  Fellow-fiudent. 

WHILE  for  a  pupil  loft,  your  forrow  flows. 
In  all  the  harmony  of  finiih'd  profe ; 
While  melting  crouds  the  pious  accents  hear. 
Sigh  to  your  fighs,  and  give  you  tear  for  tear; 
We  too,  in  humble  verfe,  would  treat  the  theme, 
And  join  our  griefs  to  fwell  the  general  ftream. 
For  we  remember  well  hi§  matchlefs  power. 
To  fteal  upon  the  heart,  and  chear  the  focial  hour. 

Ah  !  much  lov'd  friend  !  too  foon  thy  beauties  fade ! 
Too  foon  we  count  thee  with  the  filent  dead  I 
Thou,  late  the  faireft  plant  in  virtue's  plain, 
The  brighteft  youth  in  wifdom's  rifing  train  j 
By  genius  great,  by  liberal  arts  adorn'd, 
By  ftrangcrs  feen  and  lov'd,  by  ftrangers  mourn 'dj 
Bleft  in  a  tender  brother's  friendly  breaft  j 
And  in  paternal  fondnefs  doubly  bleft! 

Art 
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Art  thou  now  funk  in  death's  tremendous  gloom, 
Wrapt  in  the  awful  horrors  of  a  tomb  ? 
Ah  me  !  how  vain  all  fublunary  joy  ! 
Woes  following  woes,  our  warmeft  hopes  deftroy  ? 
3uthark! — fome  voice  ccleftial  ftrikes  mincenr. 
And  bids  the  mufe  her  plaintive  ilrains  forbear. 
"  Weep  not,  fond  youths, — it  cries,  or  fcems  to  cry— 
**  He  lives,  your  Martin  lives,  and  treads  the  sky  j 
**  From  care,  from  toil,  from  ficknefs  fnatch'd  away, 
*'  He  fhines  amid  the  blaze  of  heaven's  eternal  day. 


College  of  Phtladtlphia, 
September  7,  1754. 
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On  the  fame. 


CHECK,  mournful  preacher  !  check  thy  ftreaming 
wee, 
Pierce  not  our  fouls  with  grief  too  great  to  kn«)w  ; 
He  joys  above  whom  we  lament  below. 
Snatch'd  from  our  follies  here,  he  wing'd  his  way, 
To  fmg  HosANNAS  in  the  realms  of  day. 
With  him,  the  fight  of  life  and  death  is  o'er. 
And  agonizing  throes  fhall  pain  no  more  j 
No  more  fhall  fell  difeafe,  with  wafteful  rage, 
Blaft  the  fair  bloflbms  of  his  tender  age  j 
Tranfplanted  now,  he  blooms  a  heav'nly  flow'r, 
Where  fprjng  eternal  decks  yon  Amarinthine  bower^ 

Thy  pious  forrows.  Smith,  to  future  days. 
Shall  bear  his  image,  and  tranfmit  his  praife. 

Still,  ftill  I  feel  what  thy  Difcourfe  imprefl-, 
When  pity  throb'd,  congenial,  in  each  breaft :. 
When  deep  diftrefs  came  thrilling  from  thy  tongue. 
And  fympathizing  crouds  attentive  hung. 
To  mourn  for  thy  lov'd  Pupil  all  approv'd  j 
On  fuch  a  theme  'twas  virtue  to  be  mov'd. 
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Whoe'er  thefc  tender  pages  fhall  explore, 
Muft  learn  thofe  griefs  the  Pulpit  taught  before. 

CoiUge  ofPUladelphia^ 
September  7,  1 754. 
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On  thtfame, 

O  DEATH  !  could  manly  courage  quell  thy  power. 
Or  rofy  health  protra(ft  the  fatal  hour  i 
Could  tears  prevail,  or  healing  arts  withftand 
Th'  unfparing  ravage  of  thy  waftcful  hand  ; 
Then  Mart».<  ftill  had  liv'd  a  father's  boafl, 
Nor  had  a  mother's  fondcft  hopes  been  loft ; 
Then,  Smith,  thy  darling  youth,  thy  juftcft  pride, 
With  virtue's  firft  examples  long  had  vy'd. 

But  he  is  bleft  where  joys  immortal  flow; 
Ceafe  tears  to  ftream,  'be  dumb  the  voice  of  woe,     , 
Aeleas'd  from  vice,  in  early  bloom  fet  free 
From  the  dire  rocks  of  this  tempeftuous  fea. 
The  youthful  faint,  in  heav'n's  ambrofial  vales. 
With  glory  crown'd,  ajtherial  life  inhales. 
No  more  let  grief  repine,  or  wi(h  his  flay, 
In  this  dark  gloom,  this  twilight  of  our  day. 
Rather  we'll  hail  him  fled  from  night's  domain, 
Array'd  in  light  to  tread  the  azure  plain. 
There  fcience  dwells ; — before  the  mental  eye 
Nature's  ftupcndous  works  unfolded  liej 
There  wifdom,  goodnefs,  power  difFufive  fhine, 
And  fire  the  glowing  breaft  with  love  divine. 


<.  ''■illege  of  phi  ■udelphlay 
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Psalm  xlii.  6. 

0  my  God!  my  Soul  is  cajl  down  within  me, 
therefore  will  I  remember  thee, 

IT  is  elegantly  faid  by  the  author  of  the  book 
of  *  Job,  who  feem.  to  have  experienced  all 
the  dire  viciffitiidcs  of  fortune,  "  That  man  is 
born  to  trouble  as  the  fparks  fly  upwards." 

These  Troubles,  however,  as  the  fame  au- 
thor further  obferves,  ferve  the  wifeft  purpofes, 
inafmuch  as  they  are  not  the  efFefts  of  what  is 
called  blind  Chance,  but  of  that  unerring  Pro- 
vidence, whicli  gracioufly  condufts  all  events  to 
the  general  good  of  the  creature,  and  the  final 
completion  of  virtue  and  happincfs.  «  Af- 
fliaion  comes  not  forth  from  the  dull,  neither 
does  trouble  fpring  out  of  the  ground."  Very 
far  from  it.  At  that  great  day,  when  the  whole 
council  of  God  Ihall  be  more  perfeftiy  difplayed 
to  us,  we  Ihall  be  fully  convinced,  that  all  his 
dilpenfations  have  been  wife,  righteous,  and 
gracious  j  and  that  f  "  though  no  chaftening  for 
the  prefent  feems  joyous,  but  grievous,   never- 
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i:helefs  it  afterwards  yields  the  peaceable  fruits  of 
righteoufnefs  to  them  that  are '  ^'ercifed  thereby.** 

Of  the  truth  of  this  we  .night  indeed  foon 
be  convinced,  at  prefent,  were  we  but  wife,  and 
fuffered  ourfelves  to  reflect  on  what  we  daily 
fee.  ^  'Tis  with  the  greatcft  injuftice,  that  rtien 
afcribe  their  fins  wholly  to  worldly  temptations, 
and  inveigh  upon  all  occafions  againil  this  life 
on  account  of  its  vanities.  Thefe,  if  well  at- 
tended to,  would  perhaps  put  us  op  our  guard 
againft  fm ;  and,  upon  enquiry,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  great  and  general  caule  of  all  iniquity, 
is  a  Itupid  liftleflhefs,  or  want  or  confideration  -, 
which,  like  fome  vaft  weight,  opprelfes  the  more 
generous  efforts  of  the  foul,  and  bears  all  filently 
down  before  it,  unlefs  checked  by  the  power- 
ful hand  of  afflidtion. 

I  sjNCERELY  pity  the  man  who  never  tailed  of 
adverfe  fate;  and  were  I  capable  of  wifhing> evil 
to  any  perfon,  I  could  not  wifh  a  greater  to  my 
greateil  foe,  than  a  long  and  uninterrupted 
courfe  of  profperity.  A  flattering  calm  portends 
a  gathering  ftcrm  ;  and  when  the  ftream  glides 
fmooth,  deep  and  filent  on,  we  juftly  fufped 
that  the  lea  or  fome  declivity  is  near,  and  that 
it  is  foon  to  be  loft  in  the  vaft  ocean,  or  to  tum- 
ble down  fome  dreadful  fall  or  craggy  precipice. 
Such  appears  his  ftate  to  be,  v/ho  never  knew 
an  adverfe  hour,  nor  took  time  to  confider 
whence  became,  where  he  is,  or  whither  bounds 
There  is  room  to  be  apprehenlive  left,  being 
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drunk  with  profperiiy,  he  fhould  fwim  fmoothly 
from  joy  to  joy  along  life's  Ihort  current,  till 
down  he  drops,  thro'  the  pit  of  death,  into  the 
vaft  ocean  of  eternity !  If  we  loved  fuch  a  one, 
what  more  charitable  wilh  could  we  indulge  to- 
wards him,  than  that  the  chaltening  hand  of 
heaven  might  fall  heavy  upon  him,  arreft  him  in 
his  thoughtlefs  career,  and  teach  him  to  paufe, 
ponder,  and  weigh  the  moment — the  eternal 
moment —  "  of  the  things  that  belong  to  his 
peace,  before  they  are  for  ever  hid  from  his 
eyes  ?" 

That  there  fnould  be  any  perfons,  endued 
with  reafon  and  underftanding,  who  never  found 
leifure  in  this  world  to  refledt  for  what  end  they 
were  fent  into  it,  would  feem  incredible,  if  ex- 
perience did  not  afllire  us  of  it.  There  are  really 
io  many  affecting  incidents  in  life  (undoubtedly 
intended  to  awaken  refledion)  that  their  hearts 
muft  be  petrified  indeed,  one  would  think,  and 
harder  than  adamant,  or  the  nether  milllone, 
who  can  live  in  this  world  without  being  fome- 
times  affeded,  if  not  with  their  own,  at  leafL 
with  the  human,  lot. 

I  HOPE  it  is  far  from  being  my  charafter,  thac 
I  am  of  a  glcomy  ten-^^er,  or  delight  to  dwell 
unfeafonably  on  the  dark  fide  of  things.  Our 
cup  here  is  bitter  enough,  and  misfortunes  too 
thick,  for  any  one  who  loves  his  fpecies  to  feek 
to  embitter  the  draught,  by  evils  of  his  own 
creation,     But  there  is  a  time  for  all  things  j 
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and,  on  fome  occafions,  not  to  feel,  fympathize 
and  mourn,  would  argue  the  moftfavage  nature' 
This  day  every  thing  that  comes  from  me 
will  be  tniftured  with  melancholy.  '  is  how 
ever,  a  virtuous  melancholy ;  and  uierefore,  if 
pubhck  y  mdulged,  I  hope  it  may  be  thouUt 
excufable.  ° 

You  know  it  is  natural  for  thofe,  who  are 
fincerely  affliaed,  to  believe  that  every  perfon 
>s  obhged  to  fympathize  with  them,  and  attend 
patiently  to  the  ftory  of  their  woe.  But  whe- 
dier  this  be  your  prefent  difpofition  or  not,  I 
aall  fay  nothing,  which  you  are  not  as  much 
concerned  to  receive  deeply  into  your  hearts,  as 
1  am  to  pour  it  frpm  mine. 

The  gexeral  Doctrine  which  I  would  en- 
force  from  the  text  (previous  to  my  intended 
application  of  it)  is,  that  aconftant  feaftwas  ne- 
ver defigned  for  us  here,  and  that  it  is  the  good 
will  of  our  Father  that  we  Ihouid  be  frequently 
rouled  by  what  happens  to  us  and  anu»]  us,  to 
remember  him,  the  great  fountain  of  our  beincr  • 
and  to  cherilh  that  ferious  refleftion  and  re!i- 
J.OUS  forrow    which  ma,-  lead  us  to  eternal  joy. 
That  we  ftould  obferve  fuch  a  conduS  ap, 
pears  highly  reafonable  in  itfelf.     For  next  to 
the  immediate  praifes  of  our  great  Creator,  there 
IS  not  an  exercife  that  tends  more  to  in^prove 
and  ennob  e  the  foul,  than  frequently  to  caft  an 
e;  -'  upon  human  life,  and  expatiate  on  the  va- 
nous  fcene,  till  we  lead  on  the  foft  power  of  .'. 
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ligious  melancholy y  and  feel  the  virtuous  purpofe 
gently  rifing  in  our  fympathifing  breafts,  thril, 
ling  through  our  inmoft  frame,  and  ftartlng 
into  the  focial  eye  in  generous  tears. 

It  would  be  affronting  your  underftanding  to 
fuppofe  tliat  you  think  the  melancholy  here  recom- 
mended, in  any  manner  related  to  that  gloomy 
defpondency  into  which  fome  people  fall.  No  i 
my  beloved  brethren :  It  is  that  virtuous  rejlec^ 
iion,  philofiphic  penftvenefs,  and  religious  tendernefs 
of  foul,  which  fo  well  fuit  the  honour  of  our  na- 
ture, and  our  fituation  in  life.  And  much  to 
be  pitied  is  that  man,  who  thinks  fuch  a  temper 
unbecomming  his  dignity,  and  whofe  proud  Ibul 
pretends  never  to  be  cajl  down  from  the  lofty 
throne  oijioic  infenfibility. 

Such  a  one,  in  the  funfhine  of  his  profperity, 
may  arrogantly  boaft  that  nothing  can  move 
him  J  and  while  the  world  goes  well  with  him, 
he  may  remain  blind  to  his  error.  But  let  hea- 
ven ftrip  him  of  his  gaudy  plumes,  and  throw 
him  back  naked  into  that  world,  where  he  had 
fixed  his  heart,  he  will  find  to  his  coft  that,  tho» 
he  never  had  the  virtue  to  be  caft  down  and  feel 
for  others,  yet  he  will  have  the  weaknefs  to  be 
caft  down  and  become  the  m.oft  abjed:  defpon- 
dent  thing  alive  for  himfelf. 

When  his  tranfient  honors  are  thus  fled,  his 
haughty  looks  will  be  humbled.  He  wiU  be- 
gm  to  contemn  his  paft  folly,  and  enter  deeply 
into  his  own  bofom.    Ht-  will  no  more  rely  on 
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the  fmiles  of  fortune,  or  the  flatteries  of  men ; 
but  will  acknowledge,  from  dear-bought  expe- 
rience, that,  in  this  life,  there  is  no  fure  refuge 
but  God,  nothing  permanent  but  virtue,  and 
nothing  great  but  an  humble  heart,  and  a  deep 
fenfe  of  the  ftate  of  our  mortality  here. 

But,  befides  personal  Affliction  (which 
is  perhaps  a  laft  means)  the  all-gracious  gover- 
nor of  the  world,  flill  watchful  to  turn  e very- 
event  to  the  good  of  his  creatures,  without  vio- 
lating their  moral  liberty,  has  many  other  ways 
of  leading  them  to  the  remembrance  of  him.  Whe- 
ther we  look  within  or  around  us,  we  fhall  find 
enough  in  the  profpeft  to  humble  our  fouls,  and 
to  convince  us  that,  not  trufting  to  any  thing  in 
a  world  v»rhere  all  enjoyments  are  fleeting,  we 
Ihall  then  only  be  fafe  in  it,  "  when  we  have 
put  on  the  breaft-plate  of  Righteoufnefs,  and 
armed  ourfelves  with  the  fwordof  the  fpirit*.** 
"  Few  and  evil  are  the  days  of  our  pilgrimage 
here  f ,"    God  never  intended  this  world  as  a 
lafting  habitation  for  us ,  and,  on  a  jufteflimate 
of  things,  evil  will  be  found  fo  continually  blend- 
ed with  good,  that  we  cannot  reafonably  fet  our 
affeftions  much  upon  it.     Wailing,  weak  and 
defencelefs,  we  are  ufhered  into  it.     Our  youth 
is  a  fcene  of  folly  and  danger ;   our  manhood  of 
care,  toil  and  difappointment.     Our  old  age,  if 
haply  we  reach  old  age,  is  a  fecond  childhood. 
Withered,  weak  and  bowed  beneath  our  infir-. 


*  Calat.  vi.  14,  &c.  |  Gen.  xlvii.  9. 
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mities,  we  become,  as  it  were,  a  living  hofpital 
of  woes ;  a  burden  to  ourfelves,  and  perhaps  a 
nufance  to  others. 

This  is  the  common  ftateof  our  Being.  But 
befides  all  this,  the  number  of  evils  in  each  of 
thefe  ftages  is  greatly  encreafed,  partly  by  our 
own  mifconduft,  and  partly  by  our  necefTary  con- 
nexions with  others.  For  the  equitable  judg- 
ments of  God  are  often  general.  "  All  things 
come  alike  to  all  men ;  and  there  is  but  one 
event  to  the  righteous  and  to  the  wicked  f?'* 
Moreover,  many  of  thofe  evils  are  of  fuch  a  na- 
ture, that  no  prudence  of  ours  can  either  forefee 
or  prevent  them.  All  the  ftages  of  life  necefla- 
rily  fubjeft  us  to  pains  and  difeafes  of  body,  and 
many  of  them  to  the  acuter  pains  of  an  anxious 
mind. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  may  pronounce  from  the 
higheft  authority,  tliat  "  our  life  is  but  a  vapour, 
which  is  feen  a  little  while,  and  then  vaniflieth 
away,  as  a  tale  that  is  told  and  remembered  no 
more  j  or  as  a  wind  that  pafles  over  and  cometh 
not  again." 

The  man  muft  be  thoughtlefs,  indeed,  who 
is  not  humbled  with  thefe  refledions.  But  fup- 
pofe  his  own  life  fhould  pafs  over  as  happily  as 
poflible,  and  he  Ihould  feel  but  few  of  thefe  evils 
himfelf  i  yet,  unlefs  he  Ihuts  his  eyes  and  his 
ears  from  the  world  around  him,  he  muft  ftill 
find  fomething  in  it,  which  ought  to  move  the- 
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tender  heart  to  religious  Sorrow  and  Remem* 
brance  of  God. 

Our  blefled  Saviour  himfelf,  tho'  more  than 
human,  and  confcious  of  no  perfonal  ill,  call  his 
eyes  upon  Jerufalem  and  wept  over  it,  on  ac-. 
count  of  its  impending  fate.  Juft  fo,  if  we  caft 
an  eye  upon  the  world,  we  Ihall  drop  a  tear  over 
It,  on  account  of  the  unavoidable  misfortunes 
that  prevail  in  it. 

Don't  we  often  fee  tyranny  fuccefsful,  ruth- 
lefs  oppremon    and  perfecution  ravagino-  the 
globe,  the  belt  of  men  made  (laves  to  the  worft 
,    and  the  lovely  image  of  the  Deity  fpurned,  dif! 
honour'd,  disfigur'd !     How  many  men,  of  o-e- 
mime  worth,  are  caft  out  by  fortune  to  mourn°in 
fohtary  places,  unfeen,  unpitied ;  while  wicked- 
nefs  riots  in  the  face  of  day,  or  pampers  in  lord- 
ly palaces  !   How  many  pine  in  the  confinement 
of  dungeons ;  or  are  chained  down,  for  offences 
not  their  own,  to  the  gallies  for  life !  How  ma- 
ny Weed  beneath  thefword,  and  bite  the  ground 
in  all  the  fad  variety  of  anguilh,  to  fate  the  cruel 
ambition  of  contending  mafters  !    How  many 
are  deprived  of  their  eftates,  and  difappointed 
in  their  moft  fanguine  expedations,  by  the  ma- 
lice of  fecret  and  open  enemies,  or,  which  is 
far  more  piercing,   the  treachery  of  pretended 
friends !      How  many  boil  with  all  the  tortures 
of  a  guilty  mind,  and  the  bittereft  remorfe  for 
irreparable  injuries !     How  many  puifue  each 
other  with  the  moft  implacsble  malice  and  re- 
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fcntmcnt !  How  many  bring  the  acutcft  mifery 
upon  themfclves  by  their  own  intemperance  ? 
How  many  condemn  their  Souls  to  a  kind  of 
hell,  even  in  their  own  bodies,  by  an  unhappy 
temper,  and  the  violent  commotions  of  diforder- 
ed  blood !  How  many  are  completely  wretched* 
in  their  families,  and  conftantly  galled  by  the 
unavoidable  misfortunes  of  their  dearell  friends  ! 

On  one  fide  the  diftrefs  of  thf:  Needy,  the 
injuries  of  the  OpprefTed,  the  cries  of  the  Widow 
and  Orphan,  pierce  our  ears.  On  the  other,  we 
hear  the  Voice  of  Lamentation  and  Mourning  v 
our  friends  and  neighbours  weeping  for  dear  re- 
lations fuddenly  fnatched  away,  and  "  Refufing 
to  be  comforted  becaufe  they  are  not.'*  Here 
one's  heart  is  torn  afunder  by  having  a  beloved 
wife  or  child  fnatched  from  his  fide  !  There  an- . 
other  bewails  the  lofs  of  an  afiedionate  parent  or 
brother !  Here  fturdy  manhood  drops  inflantly  be 
neaththefuddenftroke !  There  Blooming  Youth— 
Ah !  my  bleeding  heart,  wring  me  not  thus  with 
ftreaming  anguifh — there  Blooming  Youth  falls 
a  premature  viftim  to  a  doom  fcemingly  too  fe-, 
vere !  Beneath  the  cold  hand  of  death,  the  rofes 
are  blafted  ;  reftlefs  agility  and  vigour  are  be- 
come the  tameft  things  •,  and  beauty,  elegance 
and  ftrength,  one  putrid  lump ! 

Surely,  if  we  would  think  onthefe,  andfuch 
things,  which  ought  not  to  be  the  lefs  ftriking 
for  being  common,  and  which  render  this  life 
a  fcene  of  fuffering,  a  valley  of  tears,  we  could 
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arreted  even  m  the  mid-career  of  vice    and 
trembl,ng  learn  to  weigh  the  moment  of  thin." 
and  fecure  "  the  one  tiling  needful  "     All  "he 

loms.     O  ,r  lympathizmg  fouls  would  be  call 

fou^d'lrh  "  """  "^^-f-«"S  refuge  to  be 
S^riwinltrhg  "0?^??'  °"^  '"''^ 
rock  of  falva  Jn   lr  l^^l^Z^:^^ 
mi^ered  up  foch  a  baleful  catalogue  of  certa  n 
miferies,  to  alarm  and  humble  her 

Now,    blefled  be  the  Lord,    ihis  refuse  i, 

down  wKhm  me.  tlierefore   wil/l  iX'J 

Without  remcmhrin?  that  therp  ^  ^  r^  ^  .i. 
overrules   all  ^^^n^XCt^:^^^^^^^ 
could  we  have,  when  we  reflect  on  alUhe  ^ot 
laid  common  miferies  of  life    and  m , 

that  mirrht  be  named  ?  n;  1  u  ?^  ""^'^ 

t.  ^i-  "^  named  .''  Did  we,  with  the  ^theifl- 

h   Tm'T  '°  '■'^""S  "P  f^«-  "-  clulV    or  to 
of  un'dSa  f  "'^  °'  ""'"^"'S''^''^  ^!--e  -.nd 

con^on   n!     ,T"""  '"^'  "=°"°"'  «''«  »Poor 
condition  Ihould  wc  think  ou.leivcs  in />«■,?. 

Would 
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Would  not  all  appear  as  «  a  land  of  darkricfsi 
as  darkncfs  itfelf,  under  the  fhadow  of  dcathi 
without  any  Order,  where  the  light  is  as  dark- 
ncfs  f . 

,  Surely  we   could  not  wifh  to  live  in    the 
vj^orld,  upon  fuch  a  precarious  footing  as  this. 
And  yet  welhouldnot  know  whither  to  fly  from 
it,^unlefs  into  the  darker  ftate  of  dreary  annihi- 
Umn,  at  the  thoughts  of  which  the  aftonilhed 
foul  ihudders  and  recoils.   Upon  fuch  a  fcheme, 
all  our  hopes  would  be  thin  as  the  fpider's  web 
Vid  hghter  than  chaff  that  is  difperfed  through 
^  ^^'•'  .^"^^d^^rfity  would  hurry  us  into  the 
moft  invincible  defpair,  and  our  Profperity  would 
be  as  a  bubble  burfting  at  every  breath.     Phi- 
lofophy  would  be  a  dream,  and  our  boafted  For- 
titude  meer  unmeaning  Pretenfion 

But  on  the  other  Pland,  if,  <'  when  our  fouls 
are  caft  down  within  us,  we  will  remember  that 
there  is  a  God,"  whofe  great  view  in  creating 
was  to  make  us  happy,  whofe  defign  inaffliftinS 
is  to  reclaim  us,  and  who  governs  the  world  by 
his  providence  only  to  condud  ail  to  therrreatelt 
general  good-then,  and  not  till  then,  we  Ihall 
have  fure  footing.  We  Ihall  neither  raife  our 
hopes  too  high,  nor  fink  them  too  low  If  for- 
tune is  kind,  we  fhall  enjoy  her  fmiles  without 
forgetting  the  hand  that  guides  her.  If  ihe 
frowns,  we  fhall  feel  our  woes  as  Men,  bur  ^all 
nobly  bear  them  as  Chrillians.     For  if  wc    r« 
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really  Chriftians,  our  holy  religion  teaches  us 
that  this  Scene  of  things  is  but  a  very  fmall  part 
of  the  mighty  Sclieme  of  heaven  •,  that  our  pre- 
fent  life  is  only  the  dim  dawn  of  our  exiftencci 
that  we  fhall  ihortly  put  off  this  load  of  infirmi- 
ties and  be  tranflated  to  a  (late,  where  "  every 
tear  Ihall  be  wiped  from  our  eyes,  and  where 
there  Ihall  be  no  more  death,  nor  forrow,  nor 
crying,  nor  pain,  becaufe  the  former  things  are 

palled  away  *."  •      j    u  .  »« 

If  we  are  thus  intimately  convinced  that  un- 
erring Wifdom,  Power,  and  Goodnefs,  hold  the 
reins  of  the  univerfe,  and  are  at  peace  in  our 
own  confciences,  the  ftorm  of  the  world  may 
beat  againft  us  ♦,  but,  though  it  may  fhake,  it  can 
never  overthrow  us. 

«  Although  the  fig-tree  fhall  not  bloflbm, 
neither  fhall  fruit  be  on  the  vines ,  though  the 
labor  of  the  olive  fliall  fail,  and  the  fields  fhall 
yield  no  meat  •,  though  the  fiock  fhall  be  cut  off 
from  the  fold,  and  there  fhall  be  no  herd  in  the 
ftall.,  yet  will  we  rejoice  in  the  Lord    and  we 
will  joy  in  the  God  of  our  f^alvation  f.       Altho 
misfortunes  fliould  befiege  us  round  and  round-, 
though  woes  fhould  clufler  upon  woes,  treadmg 
on  the  heels  of  each  other  in  black  fucceffion, 
ver  when  we  remember  God,  and  fly  to  him  as 
pur   refuge,   we   fhall  ftand  colleded  and  un- 
fliaken,  as  the  everlafling  mountains,  amid  the 
general  ftorm. 
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With  our  eye  thus  fixt  upon  heaven,  trull- 
ing  in  the  mercies  of  our  Redeemer,    and  ani- 
mated by  the  gofpel-promifes,  we  fliall  urge  our 
glorious  courfe  along  the  trad  of  virtue,  biavely 
withftanding  the  billows  of  adverfity  on  either 
fide,  and  triumphing  in  every  difpenfation  of 
providence.     Though  death  fhould  ftalk  around 
us  in  all  his  grim  terrors  j  though  famine,  pefti- 
lence  and  fell  war  fhould  tear  our  bell  friends 
from  our  fide ;    though  the  laft  trumpet  fiiould 
found  from  pole  to  pole,  and  the  whole  world 
ftiould  tremble  to  its  Center ;  though  we  fiiould 
fee   the   heavens  opened,    our  Judge  coming 
forth  with  thoufands  and  ten  thoufands,  his  eyes 
flaming  fire,  the  planetary  heavens  and  this  our 
earth  wrapt  up   in  one  general  conflagration ; 
though  we  fiiould  hear  the  groans  of  an  expi- 
ring world,  and  behold  nature  tumbling  into 
l^niverfal  ruin ;  yet  then,  evert  then,  we  might ' 
look  up  with  joy,   and  think  ourfelves  fecure 
Our  holy  religion  tells  us,  that  this  now  glorified 
Judge  was  once  our  humbled  Redeemer-   tiiac 
he  has  been  our  never-failing  friend,  and  can 
fiueld  us  under  the  fiiadow  of  his  wing.  The  fame 
religion  alfo  afllires  us/ that  virtue  is  the  pecu- 
liar care  of  that  Being,  at  whofe  Vootftool  all 
nature,  hangs  j   and  that,  far  from  dying  or  re- 
ceiving mjury  amid  tlie  flux  of  things,  the  fair 
plant,  under  his  wife  government,  fiiail  furvive 
the  lafi:  gafp  of  time,  and  bloom  on  throuoh 
eternal  apes  I  "^  * 
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And  now,  my  rcfpeaed  audience,  I  think  it 
is  evident  that  if  we  fearch  all  nature  through, 
we  fhall  find  no  fure  refuge  but  in  keeping  a  clear 
Con/deuce^  and  remembering  God.  If  we  con- 
ftantly  exert  ourfelves  to  do  our  duty,  and  re- 
member that  there  is  an  all-perfed  Being  at  the 
head  of  affairs,  the  worft  that  can  happen  to  us 
can  never  make  us  altogether  miferable  j  and, 
without  this,  the  befl:  things  could  never  make 
us  in  any  degree  happy. 

If,    herefore,  it  is  one  great  defign  of  all  af- 
fii<5lion,  to  bring  us  to  fuch  a  Remembrance,  and 
make  us  examine  into  the  ftateof  ourown  fouls, 
I  think  I  may  be  permitted  to  befeech  you,  by 
your  hopes  of  '  immortal  glory  and  happinefs, 
not  to  be  blind  and  deaf  to  the  repeated  warn- 
ings given  you  by  your  kind  Parent  God.  Tho* 
the  afflidions  do  not  happen  immediately  To 
you,   they  happen  For  you  ;     and  though  all 
feems  well  at  prefent,  which  of  yoii  knows  how 
foon  tlie  Lord  may  vifit  you  in  his  fierce  anger  ? 
Which  of  you,  young  or  old,  can  fay  that  your 
fouls  will  not  next,  perhaps  this  very  night,  be 
required  of  you  ?     And  think,  O  think,  if  you 
have  never  been  led  to  remember  God,  by  the  re- 
peated warnings  given  you  in  this  world,  how 
unfit  a  time  it  will  be  to  remember  him  when 
you  are  juft  ftepping  into  the  next;  when  (as 
you  have  feen  in  the  cafe  of  many  younger  and 
llronger  than  mofb  of  you  here,)  you  Ihall  be 
llruck  fenfelefs   on  a  death-bed  at  once,   and 
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know  not  the  father  that  begat  you,  nor  are  con* 
fcious  of  the  tears  of  her  that  gave  you  fuck  ? 

h  you  can  but  think  on  thefe  things,  the  va. 
nity  of  this  world,  and  the  eternity  of  the  next  j 
it  you  can  but  think  on  the  value  of  thole  fouls, 
for  v/hich  a  God  incarnate  died,  and  fealcd  a  co- 
venant of  grace  with  his  blood,  into  which  you 
have  folemnly  fworn  yourfelves  -,  furely  you  will 
ftop  your  ears  againft  the  allurements  of  the 
Flefh,  and  the  "  Voice  of  the  Charmer,  charm 
he  ever  fo  wifely."     It  may  eafily  be  gathered 
from  what   has  been  faid,  that  this  life  has  no 
continuance  of  unmixt  pleafure  for  us  ;  and  that 
what  alone  can  alleviate  its  Evils,  or  make  its 
Goods  give  us  any  fubftantial  joy,  is  a  frequent 
reflexion  on  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  and  the 
drawing  near  to  God,   in  holy  Rememhrance  of 
his  adorable  attributes,   and  our  own  abfolute 
dependence  on  him. 

Behold  then  once  more  this  very  God  himfelf 
invites  you  to  draw  near  to  him,  and  commemo- 
rate him  at  his  holy  table*.  Let  him  not, 
therefore,  invite  you  in  vain.  Do  not  fhame- 
fully  renounce  your  moft  exalted  privilege,  and 
wilfully  cut  yourfelves  off  from  the  fociety  of 
Cod's  univerfal  Church. 

You  all  know  what  is  required  to  make  you 
i..eet  partakers  of  this  holy  communion.  It  is  a 
ftedfaft  faith  in  the  Gofpel-promilb  and  the 
mercies  of  God ;  a  fincere  Repentance  for  pall 


t  Preached  on  a  Sacrament  Day. 

c  ^ 


offences  j 


il 


IMP    I 


f 


5        ( 


' 


yhf 


i 
I 


II 


Z2  DISCOURSE    I. 

offences  •,  an  unfeigned  purpofe  of  futiireAmend- 
ment,  and  an  unbounded  Chanty  and  Benignity 
pf  Heart  towards  all  your  fellow-mortals,  how^ 
ever  feemingly  different  in  fentiment  and  per-, 
fuafion. 

If  you  have  thefc  difpofitions  either  begun 
now,  or  continued  down  to  this  day,  from  fome 
earlier  period  of  your  lives,  you  need  not  fear, 
in  all  humility,  to  approach  this  holy  commu- 
nion. 

"Up,  efcape  for  thy  life;  look  not  behind 
thee  i  ftay  not  in  all  the  plain ;  fly  to  the  moun- 
tain, left  thou  be  confumed;"  was  the  alarm 
rung  in  the  ears  of  Lot  by  his  good  angels  ? 
Even  fo,  permit  me,  in  the  nncerity  of  my  heart, 
to  alarm  and  exhort  you.    Up  !  fly  for  your  lives 
to  the  mountain  of  your  God.     Let  not  your 
fouls  find  any  reft  in  all  the  plain  of  this  life, 
till  you  have  fixed  on  the  everlafting  rock  of 
your  falvation,  and  fecured  your  intcreft  in  God, 
through  Chrift.     Let  no  excufes  detain  you,  nor 
linger  while  the  danger  is  at  hand. 

I  HOPE  you  will  excufe  my  warmth  on  this  oc- 
cafion.  I  wifh  1  had  no  ground  for  it.  But  the 
Ihafts  of  death  fly  thick  around  us.  You  can- 
not but  mifs  many  whom  you  faw  Jiere  a  few. 
Sabbaths  ago ;  and  fome  of  tliem  younger  and 
ftronger  than  moft  of  you,  particularly  that 
dear  Totith,  whofe  fudden  and  much  lamented 
death  has   forced  tbi«j  train  of  reflei^ion  from 
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Such  a  difpenfation  ought  to  give  particular: 
Warning  to  ail;  but  to  you  more  efpecially  his 
dear  companions  and  fchool-mates,  I  would  ap- 
ply myfelfj  not  doubting  but  the  Moral  of  his 
death  will  be  acceptable  ro  you,  however  unfa- 
vourably grave  and  ferious  fubjedls  are  generally 
received  by  perfons  of  your  years. 

From  the  example  before  you,  let  me  intreat 
you  to  be  convinced  that  you  hold  your  lives  on 
a  very  precarious  tenure,  and  that  no  period  of 
your  age  is  exempted  from  the  common  lot  of 
mortality.   But  a  few  days  ago,  the  deceafed  bore 
a  part  in  all  your  fludies  and  diverfions,  and  en- 
joyed a  ihare  of  health,   ftrength  and  fpirits  in- 
ferior to  none  here.     You  all  knew  and  loved 
firm,  and  I  beheld  many  of  you  bedewing  his 
grave  with   becoming  tears.     Oh  then !  let  it 
be  your  care  fo  to  behave  yourfelves,  that,  at 
what'iver  period  you  may  be  called  from  thence, 
you  may  fall  equally  beloved,  and  equally  la- 
mented. 

Indeed,  if  any  external  circumftances  could 
have  arrefted  the  inexorable  hand  of  Death  \  if 
any  thing  that  nature  could  give,  or  a  liberal 
education  bellow,  could  have  faved  fuch  a  rifmg  • 
hope  of  his  country  ;  late,  very  late,  had  he  re- 
ceived the  fatal  blow  !  He  bid  fair  to  have  been 
the  longcft  Liver  amonjy  us,  and  mr  eyes  would 
have  been  for  ever  clofcd,  before  any  one 
had  been  called  to  pay  the  tribute  due  to 
his    memory.      But   the   dilcafe    was    of   the 
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xnoft  obftinate  kind.  AH  the  power  of  medi- 
cine,  and  aU  the  love  we  bore  to  him,  could  no? 
gain  one  fupernumerary  gafp.  He  fell  in  his 
Uloom  of  youth  j  and,  as  Hong  Joved,  fc  I  muft 
long  remember  him,  with  pious  regard. 

To  the  will  of  heaven,  however,  mine  Ihall 
ever  be  refigned.     «  Shall  we  receive  good  at 
the  hand  of  God,  and  ihall  we  not  recdve  evil 
alfo?    The  Lord  giveth  and  the  Lord  taketh 
away,  blefled  be  the  name  of  the  Lord?"  Ifm- 
terely  believe  that  my  dear  pupil,  your  deceafed 
fchool-mate,  is  now  in  a  far  better  ftate  than 
this.     He  has  happily  efcaped  from  a  world  of 
troubles.     He  has  but  juft  gone  a  little  before 
lis,  and  perhaps  never  could  have  gone  more  be- 
loved, more  lamented,  or  more  prepared  for  an 
inheritance  in  glory. 

What  ftronger  proofs  of  affedion  could  any 
one  receive  than  he  did  ?  Though  at  a  diftance 
from  bis  immediate  connexions,  ftrangers  tend- 
ed his  fick-bed  with  paternal  care.  Strangers 
Clofed  his  eyes,  while  their  own  trickled  down 
with  forrow.  Strangers  followed  him  to  the 
grave  in  mournful  fiknce;  and,  when  his  duft 
was  committed  to  duft,  ftrangers  paid  the  laft 
tributary  drop !  - 

Yet,  after  all,  to  have  a  fon  fo  loved  and  fo 
honoured,  even  by  ftrangers,  and  to  be  furprized 
with  the  news  of  his  death  before  they  hear4.of 
his  ficknefs,  muft  beafevere  blow  to  the  diftant 
parents .  j^ 
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But,  why,  alas !  did  this  thought  occur  ? 
Again  my  Affeaions  ftruggle  with  Reafon-«l 
again  Nature,  thou  wilt  be  Conqueror— I  can 
add  no  more—I  have  no-.y  done  the  laft  duty 
of  love-let  filent  tears  and  grief  unutterable 
fpeak  the  reft! 


*<     *    >* 

*         * 

*  *  * 
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jiHYM  N,  (:omprtfing  the  chief  Beads  of 
the  foregoing  Difcourfey  comp^4  to  ^e 

FATHER  of  all!  ftiiiwife  and  gox)4,^ '^^  ^"^ 
Whether  thou  giv'ft  or  tak'ft  away; 
Before  thy  throne  devoutly  bow'd, 
We  hail  thy  providential  fway ! 

Save  us  from  fortune's  hollow  fmile. 
That  lures  the  guardlefs  foul  to  reft  j 
A  round  of  plealure  is  but  toil, 
And  who  could  bear  a  conftant  feaft  ? 

Sometimes  thychaft'ning  hand  employ, 
Gently  to  roufe  us,  not  to  pain ! 
Sometimes  let  forrow  prove  our  joy. 
And  fcatter  folly's  noify  train ! 

Oft  let  us  drop  a  penfive  tear. 
O'er  this  much-fuffering  fcene  of  mani 
Acute  to  feel  what  others  bear. 
And  wife  *  our  own  defedls  to  fcan. 

Teach  us,  while  woes  and  deaths  are  nigh,, 
To  think  on  thee,  and  weigh  our  duft ; 
Well  may  we  mark  the  Hours  that  fly. 
And  ftill  find  leifure  to  be^^. 

•  The  learned  reader  need  not  be  told  that  the  author  here 
had  Mr.  Gray's  beautiful  Hymn  to  Adverfity  before  him. 
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'A  FewPafTages  in  the  former  Editions  of 
X\  this  Difcourfe,  that  related  merely  to  thofe 
at  whofe  Defirc  it  was  delivered,  are  now  en- 
tirely left  out,  as  having  no  immediate  Con- 
nexion with  the  main  Subjedt,  or  the  defign  of 
the  prefent  Publication. 
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Love  the  Brotherhood',  fear  God-,    honor 

the  King, 

TO  contain  rules  of  conduft  levelled  to  every 
capacity,  and  fitted  to  the  circumftances 
of  men,  in  all  their  various  relations  and  exi- 
gences, is  an  excellence  peculiar  only  to  God's 
holy-word.  In  the  text,  and  verfes  preceding, 
the  apoftle  has  the  foUowing  noble  exhortt 
tjon 

"Wherefore,  fays  he,laylng  afide  all  malice, 
and  all  guile,  and  hypocrifies,  and  envies,  and 
all  evil  fpeakings ;  be  ye  as  living  Stones,  built 
up  a  fpiritual  houfe ;  free  but  not  ufing  your 
Liberty  as  a  cloak  of  maUcioufnefs.  Love  the 
Brotherhcod',  fear  God;   honor  the  King -^r 

The  moft  excellent  Dodrine  contained  in 
thefe  words  is  not  only  highly  fuitable  to  the 
Purpofe  of  thofe  at  whofe  Inftance  I  now  appear 
here  but  likewife  to  every  man  among  us  of 
whatfoevjr  Denomination  or  Degree.  And  this 
I  confefs,  was  my  chief  Inducement  to  the  Choice 
u  xt""'  ^^  ^^^  reafonably  apprehended  that 
the  Nature  of  this  Occafion  would  draw  toge- 
ther a  very  large  and  mixt  AfTembly,  and  there- 
^ore  X  thought  it  my  Duty  to  feledt  a  Subjed 
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which  might  equaUy  iutereft  us  aU,  both  as  w^^ 
and  as  Chri/iians,  efpecially  in  the  prefent  dan- 
gerous  State  of  our  Affairs. 

In  things  of  inferior  moment,  I  doubt  not. 
our  Sentiments  may  differ  j  but  in  thofe  prin- 
ciples  which  are  the  foundation  of  the  textf  'tiS 
^  be  hoped  we  all  agree,  namely  in  believing- 
That  there  is  one  God,  the  fupreme  Lord  of  the 
Univerfe  j  that  the  whole  fpecies  is  one  Bro- 
therhood,  being  one  flefh,   and  the  work  of  his 
hand  i  and  that  we  were  defigned  for  focial  life, 
being  by  nature  both  fitted  and  difpofed  to  en- 
creafe  each  other's  happinefs,  and  incapable  of 
any  tolerable  happinefs  in  afolitary  ftate.  Thefe 
principles  partly  conftitute  a  kind  of  univerfal 
Religion,  of  eternal  and  immutable  obligation  j 
and  whatever  Affociations  we  may  form  for  par- 
ticular purpofes,  the  great  end  propofed  upon 
the  whole,   fhould  be  to  enable  us  the  more  ef. 
fearualiy  to  ad  in  conformity  to  this  obligation, 
which  no  power  on  earth  can  releafe  us  from. 
^  As  long,  therefore,  as  we  believe  thefe  prin- 
ciples-^and  we  cannot  help  believing  them  as 
Jong  as  we  continue  to  be  conftituted  as  we  are-. 
It  muff,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  circumftances,  be 
our  indifpenfable  duty,  to  love  this  Brotherhood 
who  are  our  own  Flelh;   to  fear  this  God  who 
made  us  for  focial  happinefs ,  and  to  honor  thofe 
wno    in  a  more  eminent  manner,  concur  with 
he  benevolent  purpofes  of  Heave'n,  to  proi^^^^ 
the  good  of  the  Social  fy llem. 

Having 
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Havinq  thus  faid  what  feemed  neceflary  by 
w>y  of  introdudion,  and  having  eftablifhed  the 
duties  commanded  in  the  text,  by  a  brief  de- 
dudion  of  them  from  firft  principles;  I  fhail 
now  lay  before  you  fome  confiderations  to  en- 
force the  pradtice  of  them,  taking  tiem  fingly 
in  their  order. 

First,  we  are  to  love  the  Brotherhood.  This 
fundamental  precept  has  been  fo  often  recom- 
mended as  the  firmcft  link  in  the  golden  chain 
of  all  focieties,  that  fcarce  2  ly  thing  remains  to 
be  added  upon  it.  «  Change  not  a  faithful  bro- 
ther, fays  the  wife  man  *,  for  the  gold  of  Ophir.'* 
And  one  ftill  wifer  lays  fuch  ftrefs  on  Brotherly 
Love,  that  he  requires  it  as  the  teft  of  our  Chrif- 
tianity.  «  Hereby  fhall  all  men  know  that  ye 
are  my  difciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  an- 
other f." 

The  whole  Gofpel  breathes  the  fpirit  of  love; 
Its  diyijie  author  is  all  love,  and  his  true  fol- 
lowers muft  be  love.  Love  is  the  happinefs  of 
the  famts  m  glory,  and  love  only  can  render  the 
chriftian  life  an  imitation  of  theirs.  Few  mo- 
tives, therefore,  one  would  think,  might  fuffice 
to  enforce  the  pradice  of  fuch  a  godlike  virtue. 

When  we  calmly  confider  whence  we  came, 
and  what  we  are;  when  we  find  that  the  fame 
goodnefs  called  us  forth  from  duft  "  to  bear  our 
brow  aloft,"  and  glory  in  rational  exiftence  ; 
and  when  we  refled  that  we  depend  on  the  fame 
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P^ternil  kindnefs  for  all  we  have,  and  . 

hope  to  have,  and  that  we  are  connefted  bvth^ 
fame  want,  and  the  fame  daneers  thefim, 
mon  falvation  and  the  {kmdhm^l    ',  '°'"- 
one  would  inragine  it  fcar^^bf.  fc 
hearts  to  be  unafFefted  towards  each  o^f"    Z 
when  we  enquire  farther  what  is  our  H^ft"    ■ 
and  whither  we  are  going    whenwiT' 
profpea  beyond  the  grav^    i^!l  7     f  ?"''  "^^ 

whole  human  race,  who    as  wHl      towards  the 

how  crear    1,^     •  ^'ernity  all  before  us  i 

iiuw  great,  how  important  dnpt  ™,_  . 

how  little  and  how  VrifiiW  rt  7  ^^P"'' 
of  contention  r  Par^v  d^^ffl"^  ""''""'^  ""<"" 
«io„3  betXSteif  llr^^^ 
■gnoble,  are  here  entirely  loft  ^ or  'if  ?h^  '"'* 
feen,  they  are  feen  but  as  feather  '/       ^  "^ 

forget  to  enquire  whether  he  is  nT^rpo; 
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.karncd  or  unlearned !    Thefc  are  but  trivial  con- 
iiderations  i    and,  to  entitle  him  to  our  love, 
'tis  enough  that  he  wears  the  human  form  I  'Tis' 
enough  that  he  is  our  fellow-traveller  thro'  this 
valley  of  tears !  And  furely  'tis  more  than  enough, 
that  when  the  whole  world  ihall  tumble  from  its 
place,  "  and  the  heavens  be  rolled  together  as  a 
fcroll,"  he  is  to  ftand  the  laft  ihock  with  us ;  to 
launch  out  into  the  fhorelefs  ocean  beyond ;  to 
Ihare  the  fortunes  of  the  endlefs  voyage,  and,  for 
what  we  know,   to  be  our  infeparable  compa- 
nion through  thofe  regions,   over  which  clouds 
and  darknefs  hang,  and  from  whofe  confines  no 
traveller  has  returned  with  tidings ! 
:    Another  motive  to  Brotherly  Love  is  its  ten- 
dency to  foften  and  improve  the  temper.    When 
a   reigning  Humanity  has  Ihed  its  divine  in- 
fluences on  our  hearts,    and  impregnated  them 
with  every  good  difpofition,  we  fliall  be  all  hur- 
mony  within,  and  kindly  affcared  towards  every 
thing  around   us.      Charity,  in  all   its  golden 
branches,  (hall  illuminate  our  fouls,  and  banifli 
every  dark  and  illiberal  fenliment.     We  Ihall  be 
open  to  the  fair  impreflions  of  Beauty,  Order 
and  Goodnefs ;   and  fhall  drive   to  tranfcribe 
them  into  our  own  breafts.     We  fhall  rejoice  in 
the^  divine   adminiftration ;   and  imitate  it  by 
diftlifing   the  moil  extenlive  happinefs  in  our 
power.     Such  a  heavenly  temper  will  give  us 
the  inexpreffible  meltings  of  Joy  at  feeing  others 
joyful     It  will  lead  us  down  into  the  houfe  of 
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mourning  to  furprife  the  lonely  heart  with  tirt^ 
expeaed  kindnefs ;  to  bid  the  cheerlefs  widow 
fing  for  gladnefs,  and  to  call  forth  modeft  meiic 
from  its  obfcure  retreats. 

To  ad  thus  is  the  delight  of  God,  and  muft 
be  the  higheft  honour  and  moft  exalted  enjoy- 
ment of  Man.  It  yields  a  fatisfadion  which 
neither  time,  nor  chance,  nor  any  thing  befides, 
can  rob  us  of;  a  fatisfaftion  which  will  accom- 
pany us  thro'  life,  and  at  our  death  will  not  for- 
fake  us.  For  then  we  fhall  have  the  well- 
grounded  hopes  of  receiving  that  mercy  which 
we  have  ihewn  to  others. 

The  laft  motive  to  Brotherly  Love,  wliich  I 
fhall  mention;  is  its  being  the  joint  command 
of  him  who  made,  and  him  who  redeemed  us. 
Seeing,  therefore,  a  man  can  neither  be  «*  pro^ 
iitable  to  his  Creator,"  nor  make  any  immediate 
return  for  Redeeming  Love,  all  that  we  can  do 
for  fuch  unfpeakable  kindnefs,  is  to  honor  the 
divine  will,  and  co-operate  with  it  in  prom."»ting 
the  glorious  fcheme  of  human  felicity.     To  be 
infenfible  to  thofe   emanations  of  goodnefs  to 
which  we  are  fo  wonderfully  indebted,  or  not  to 
be  charmed  to  the  imitation  of  it,  would  argue 
the  total  abfence  of  every  thing  noble  or  inge- 
nuous in  our  nature.  ° 

As  long  therefore  as  the  Almighty  Source 
of  all  Love  continues  to  beam  down  his  Love„ 
in  fuch  exuberance,  upon  us ;  let  us,  like  fo  ma- 
ny burning  and  fhining  luminaries,,  in  a  pure 
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Unclouded  fky,  reflet  it  back  upon  each  other, 
mingling  flame  with  flame,  and  blaze  with 
blaze ! 

Secondly,  we  are  exhorted  to  fear  God  ;  by 
which  is  generally  underftood  the  whole  of  our 
duties  towards  him.  Having  already  pointed 
out  the  foundation  of  thefe  duties,  I  fliall  juil 
obferve  farther,  that  if  the  Fear  of  God  was  kx. 
afide,  it  would  beimpoflible  to  form  any  fchemc 
either  of  private  or  public  happinefs. 

With  regard  to  individuals^  where  fhall  they 
find  cohfolation  under  the  various  preflures  of 
life,  if  they  look  for   no  God  to  refl  upon  ? 
Whither  fhall  they  wander  in  learch  rf  happil 
nefs,   if,  in  all  the  univerfe,  they  knc  jv  not  an 
objeft  adequate  to  their  mofl:  generous  and  ele- 
vated afi^edions  ?    How  fhall  they  fill  up  the 
mighty  void  within,  ifthofe  evtr-aaive  powers 
of  the   foul,   which  are   foon  cloyed  with  the 
things  of  this  diurnal  feene,   and  ftill  hankering 
after  the  Great,  the  Fair,  and  the  Wonderful  in 
objedts,  do  not  center  it^  Jiim  who  is  t\it  Firft 
Great,  the  Firfl  Fair,  and  the  Firft  Wonderful; 
in  the  contemplation  of  whom  the  mind  may 
dweU,  with  aflonifhmem  and  deUghtj  through 
an  unfailing  duration !  ^  . 

-  WiT«  regard  to  the  Public,  the  magiftrato 
may  fright  vice  into  a  corner,  and  fecure  the 
Being  of  focietiesi  but  their  Well-being  de- 
pends entirely  on  the  univerfal  pradice  of  thofe 
filent  virtues,  which  fall  not  under  the  fandlioit 
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of  human  laws.  Nothing  but  the  Fear  of  God^ 
and  religious  fanftions,  can  take  cognizance  of  * 
the  heart,  and  make  us  "  fubjeft  for  confcience 
fake/*  Nothing  elfe  can  feeure  the  praftice  of" 
private  veracity,  fidelity,  mutual  truft,  gratitude^ 
and  all  the  deep-felt  offices  of  humanity,  whichr 
are  the  main  fources  of  public  happinefs. 

It  appears,  then,  to  ufe  the  words  of  an  in-^ 
genious  divine,  that  in  order  to  feeure  human 
happinefs,  "  and  make  the  whole  chain  of  du- 
ties hold  firm  and  indifToluble,  the  lirft  link 
mfuft  be  fattened  to  the'  throne  of  God,  the  con- 
fummate  Standaird  of  perfe6lion,"  f.  "with 
whom  there,  is  no  variablenefs,  nor  fhadow  of 
turning?" 

THrRDLY,  we  are  commanded  to  honor  the 
King'y  that  is,  all  thole  in  general,  who  are  law- 
fully veiled  with  authority  for  the  public  good, 
as  appears  from  the  thirteenth  verfe.  **  Submit 
yourfelves,  fays  the  apoftle,  to  every  ordinance 
of  man,  for  the  Lord'^s  fake ;  whether  it  be  to 
the  King  as  fupreriie,  or  unto  Governors  as  fent 
by  hixn,  for  the  punifhm^nt  of  evil-doers,  and 
the  praife  of  fuch  as  do  well.** 

Thts  Duty  is  founded  on  the  former  ones. 
For  if  we  believe  that  God  made  us  for  happi- 
nefs, and  that  our  great  happinefs  lies  in  friend^ 
ly  communion,  we  muft  thin^  fociety,  and  what-' 
evfir  is  elTential  to  its  fubfiftence,  of  divine  Ori- 
ginal,    Government,  therefore,  in  fome  form  or 
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other,  muft  be  the  will  and  appointment  of 
God.  But  government,  without  honoring  and 
regarding  lawful  governors,  is  impra^icable. 
Hence,  whatever  the  form  may  be,  provided  it 
is  founded  on  confent,  and  a  view  to  public 
good,  the  fubmiffion  of  individuals  muft  be  a 
moft  facred  duty. 

Nay,  though  wicked  men  bear  fv/ay,  as  can- 
not fail  fometimes  to  happen,  yet  ftill  it  muft  be 
a  duty  to  honor  them  on  account  of  their  ftation, 
becaufe  through  them  we  honor  that  conftitu- 
tion  we  have  chofen  to  live  under.     This  is 
clear  from  the  apoftle's  injundion  to  the  Chrif. 
tians,  not  to  moleft  the  government  under  which 
they  were  born,  but  to  honor  the  King,  who 
was  then  Nero,  the  moft  cruel  of  men,  and  th^ir 
bitter  perfecutor.     The  reafon  is  obvious.     The 
Chriftians  were  but  a  few,   and  the  conftitution 
much  older  than  their  new  fe<5t,  a.s  it  was  then 
called.     To  redrefs  grievances,   and  reform  the 
ftate,  was  the  bufmefs  of  the  majority,  whp  alone 
had  power  to  make  innovations  i   and  any  m^ 
tempt  in  the  Chriftians,   however  juft,  might 
have  been  conftrued  into  fedition,   ^nd  would 
probably  have  been  produ^iive  of  more  evil 
than  good. 

But  it  would  be  abfurd  to  argue  from  thence, 
asfome  have  done,  that  the  apoftle-meant  to  en. 
jom  a  continued  Submiffion  to  Violence ;  and  that 
a  whole  people  injured  might,  in  no  cafe,recog. 
^ize  their  trampled  majefty. 
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_  The  dodrine  of  Non-refiftancc  is  now  fuf^, 
piently  exploded ;  and  may  it  be  for  ever  txeat, 
ed  with  that  fovereign  Contempt,  which  it  de, 
ferves  among  a  wife  and  virctwus  people,    God 
gave  us  Freedom  as  our  Birthright;  and  in  hi^ 
own  government  of  the  world  he  never  violates 
that  Freedom,  nor  can  thofe  be  his  Vicegerents 
who  do.     To  fay  they  are,  is  blafpheming  hi? 
holy  name,  and  giving  the  lie  to  his  righteousj 
Authority.     The  Love  of  Mankind^  and  the  Fear 
of  God,   thcfe  very  principles  from  which  we 
trace  the  divine  original  of  juft  government, 
would  lead  us,  by  all  probable  means,  to  refift 
pvery  tyrant  to  deftruaion,  who  Ihould  attempt 
to  enflave  the  free-born  foul,   and  oppofe   the 
righteous  will  of  God,  by  defeating  the  happi^ 
nefs  of  man ! 

This,  however,  is  to  be  a  laft  refource  i  anc^ 
none  but  the  majority  of  a  whole  people,  both 
in  wifdom  and  force,  can  determine  in  what 
cafes  refinance  is  neceffary.  In  the  Scriptures, 
therefore,  obedience  is  rightly  inculcated  in  ge- 
neral terms.  For  a  people  may  fometimes  ima- 
gine grievances  which  they  do  not  feel,  but 
will  never  mifs  to  feel  and  complain  of  them 
where  they  really  are,  unlefs  their  minds  have 
been  gradually  prepared  for  flavery  by  abfurd 
tenets. 

From  what  has  been  faid  on  thefe  heads,  I 
hope  you  will  readily  confefs—that  as  foon  might 
the  rude  Chaos,    or  jarring  atoms  of  certain 
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jAilofophers,  have  jumbled  into  the  Order  of 
the  univerfe,  without  the  forming  hand  of  the 
Almighty  Archited,  as  men  become  fit  for  fo- 
cial  happinefs  without  Brotherly-Love,  the  Fear 
of  God,  and  Regard  forjuft  Authority. 

Suffer  me  now  to  apply  what  has  been  faid, 
by  earneftly  charging  every  one  of  this  audience 
to  a  confcientious  obfervance  of  thefe  duties ; 
for  if  there  ever  was  a  people,  in  a  more  pecu- 
liar manner,  called  to  obferve  them,  we  who  in- 
habit thefe  colonies  are  that  people.  Being  yet 
m  our  infancy,  and  furrounded  with  reftlefs 
enemies,  our  ftrength,  our  fuccefs,  and  our  fu- 
ture glory,  depend  upon  our  truft  in  God,  our 
love  and  unanimity  among  ourfelves,  and  obe- 
dience to  that  authority,  which  is  neceflary  to 
colled  our  fcattered  rays,  and  pour  them,  with 
conluming  force,  upon  the  heads  of  our  proud 
foes. 

I  SHALL  not,  at  prefent,  (lay  to  exert  you 
farther  to  the  firft  of  thefe  duties ;  Truft  in 
God.  It  is  the  bufmefs  of  all  our  Preaching; 
and  the  government  of  this  province  appeared 
of  late  fo  fenlible  of  our  entire  dependence  for 
viftory  upon  the  Lord  of  Hofts,  that  a  day  of 
public  humiliation,  to  implore  his  aid  and  di- 
reftion,  was  enjoined  in  terms  that  might  do 
honor  to  any  government.  On  that  occalion, 
you  heard  how  vain  are  all  the  inventions  of 
men,  when  they  feek  not  counfel  of  the  moft 
High.     You  heard  how  the  Mighty  have  fallen, 
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and  how  weak  their  boafled  ftrength  has  been 

God  '^^^  ^'"^  "°^  "^"^  "^°''  ^^^  ^'""'"S 

What  remains  then,  is  to  charge  you,  and  I 
am  bound  to  charge  you,  to  a  fovereign  regard 
for  your  civil  Conftitution,    and  the  juft  autho- 
rity or  your  King.     Without  this  we  fhali  be  as 
a  body  without  a  head,  our  ftrength  uncolleded, 
andourfelves  an  eafy  prey  to  every  invader.  And 
iurely,  if  it  be  a  duty  in  all   cafes  for  fubjedls  to 
honor  a  kmg,  vefted  with  legal  authority,  and 
to  iupport  him  in  defence  of  that  conftitution 
they  have  chofen  to  be  governed  by,  how  mucii 
more  muft  this  be  a  duty  to  the  beft  of  kings, 
and  beft  of  conftitutions  !     A  king  who  is  the 
tatherof  his  people,  and  the  firft  friend  of  li- 
berty!    A  conftitution  which   is  founded  on 
common  confent,  common  reafon,  and  common 
utility ;  m  which  the  governing  powers  fo  ad- 
mirably  controul,  and  are  controuled  by,  each 
other,   that  it  has  all  the  advantages  of  all  the 
fimple  forms,  with  as  few  of  their  inconvenien- 
ciesas  can  be  expeded  amidft  the  imperfedions 
ot  1  hings  human. 

In  a  difcourfe  calculated  to  render  our  bene, 
volence  as  difFufive  as  light  or  air,  it  would  ill 
become  me  to  run  into  invedlives,  even  ao-ainft 
our  worft  enemies.  Br  t  can  we  look  round  this 
great  globe,  and  fee  fuch  an  immenfe  majority 
of  our  Ipecies  crouching  under  the  galling  yoke 
ot  afewhum^n  monfters  j  unmanned,  funk  in  mi. 
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ftry  and  bafenefs,  their  fpirits  broke,  and  a  fet- 
tled gloom  in  their  countenances  j  can  we  fee 
this,  and  not  adore  that  L^iberty  which  exalts  hu-4' 
man  nature,  and  is  produdtive  of  every  moral 
excellence  ?  Can  we  mark  the  defolating  pro- 
grefs  of  flavery,  or  behold  her  gigantic  ap- 
proaches even  towards  ourfelves,  and  not  be 
alarmed  and  en  flamed  ?  and  not  feel  the  Spirit 
cf  the  Free  ftirring  within  us  ? 

To  dream  of  accommodations  with  a  perfi- 
diovis  nation,  by  leagues  or  imaginary  lines,  ex-' 
tended  from  claim  to  claim  along  a  champaign 
country,  is  the  height  of  folly.  So  oppofite  our 
views,  fo  rooted  their  hatred,  that  unlefs  the 
boundary  between  us  be  fuch  as  nature  has  fix- 
ed,  by  means  of  impaflable  mountains,  feas,  or 
lakes,  one  continent  cannot  hold  us,  till  either 
one  fide  or  the  other  fhall  become  fole  mafter. 

Should  it  be  our  fad  lot  to  f«»U  under  the  do- 
minion of  fuch  a  haughty  foe,  farewel  then,  a 
long  farewel,  to  all  the  happinefs  refulting  from 
the  exercife  of  thofe  virtues  which  I  have  been 
recommending,  from  the  text,  as  the  true  fup- 
port  of  fociety ! 

With  regard  to  Brotherly-Love,  how,  alas  ? 
in  fuch  circumftances,  fhould  we  flourilh,  or  be 
happy  in  the  exercife  of  it  ?  What  love,  what 
joy,  or  what  confidence  can  there  be,  where  there 
is  no  community  -,  where  the  will  of  one  is  law ; 
where  injufticeandoppreflionare  liberty  j  where 
so  be  virtuous  is  a  crime  j  where  to  be  wife  and 
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truft,  gloom  diftraaion  and  mifery  are  theum 

pers  ot  men  ?  '  ■'""■ 

As  to  piety,  or  the  Fear  of  God,  what  ratio 
nal  exercfe  of  devotion  could  we  pZ^lTl 
rel.g,on  obtruded  upon  our  confciencef  "a  "/ 
Jigon  that  muft  give  us  dark  and  unfa;ou«bk 

name  to  juftily  oppreffion,  and  fanftify  unrieh 
Tk      '^  u   ^  '•'"Sion,  in  Ihort,   that  muft  be" 
abhorred  by  men  of  good  nature  for    trmany 
cruelties,  by  men  of  virtue  for  its  indulgence! 

^uTT'7 ''  '"''  u^?  """^  "^  g"^"y  ="d  found 

phUofophy,  forns  abfurd  pageantry,  and  fadd". 

generacy  from  its  once  pure  inftitution,  by  ^e 

Weflec  Jefus  and  his  holy  apoftles  ' 

And  laftly,  what  joy  could  we  look  for  in 
Honoring  the  Kmg  ?  A  king  whofe  dominion 
over  us  would  be  founded  in  violence  and  bCd? 
whofe  reign  would  be  a  ftanding  war  aeainft 
our  fouls  and  bodies,  againft  heaven  andS 

.ho  had  not  drank  :t^^l,7Z':fZ 
v^  principles.  And  Ihall  we,  whofe  fouls  have 
bew  taught  to  exult  at  the  facred  found  of T 
berty  not  be  roufed,  animated  and  enflarneS. 
by  our  prefent  danger,  to  fecure  a  treafure 

city      Things  of  inferior  concern  may  be  ad 
jyfted  at  another  feafon :  and  thofe  wrpr«end 
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to  the  greateft  public  fpirit,  fhould  be  the  firft 
to  give  a  proof  of  it,  by  turning  their  attention 
to  the  main  chance,  at  a  jundure  when  our 
ftrength  and  fuccefs  fo  evidently  depend  on  una- 
nimity and  immediate  adion.  Is  this  a  time  for 
diflenfions  about  matters  of  trivial  moment, 
when  the  very  vitals  of  Liberty  are  attacked, 
which,  once  gone,  may  never  be  recovered? 
Is  this  a  time  to  decline  toils,  or  dangers,  or 
expence,  when  all  lies  at  ftake,  for  which  a 
wife  man  would  chufe  to  live,  or  dare  to  die ! 

In  times  paft,  when  Liberty,  travelling  from 
foil  to  foil,  had  deferted  almoft  every  corner  of 
the  world,  and  was  prepared  to  bid  an  everlaft- 
ing  adieu  to  her  laft  beft  retreat,  the  Britijh  Jfles ; 
our  great  Forefathers  (whofe  memories  be 
bleft)  anticipating  her  departure,  came  into  thefc 
remote  regions.  They  encountered  difficulties 
innumerable.  They  fat  down  in  places  before 
untrod  by  the  foot  of  any  chriftian,  fearing  lefs 
'from  Savage  beafts  and  Savage  men,  than  from 
Slavery,  the  worft  of  Savages.  To  preferve  at 
leaft  one  corner  of  the  world,  facred  to  liberty 
and  undefiled  religion,  was  their  glorious  pur- 
pofe.  In  the  mean  time  the  ftorm  blew  over, 
and  the  fky  brightened  iii  the  mother-land.  Li- 
berty raifed  her  drooping  head,  and  trimmed 
her  fading  laurels.  Halcyon-days  fucceeded, 
gnd  their  happy  influence  extended  even  into 
f  his  new  world.  The  colonies  rofe  and  flourilh- 
f  4    Our  fathers  faw  it,  and  rejoiced.     They 
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,  refigned  the  profecu- 
tion  Qt  their  plan  into  our  hands,  and  departed 

into  the  maniions  of  reft 

But  lo!  the  ftorm. gathers  again,  and  fits 
deeper  and  blacker  with  boding  alpcft !  And 
Ihall  we  be  ib  degenerate  as  to  delert  the  facred 
triift  configned  to  us  for  the  happinefs  of  pof- 
terity  ?  Sliall  we  tamely  fuOer  the  pellilential 
Im^ath  of  Tyrants  to  approach  this  garden  of  our 
fathers,  and.blail  the  fruits  of  their  labors  ? 

No—ye  illuftrious  fhades,  who  perhaps  even 
now  look  down  with  anxiety  on  our  conduft » 
we  pronounce,  by  all  your  glorious  toils,  that 
It  Ihall  not,  muft  not,  be !  If  we  are  not 
able  to  make  thofe  who  mourn  in  bonds,  and 
darknefs  round  us,  Ihare  the  bleft  efFeds  of  li-, 
berty,  and  diffufe  it  through  this  vaft  continent, 
we  wiU  at  leaft  preferve  this  fpot  facred  to  its 
exalted  name  j  and  tyranny  and  injuftice  fr-^U 
not  enter  in,  till  the  body  of  the  laft  Freeman 

hath  filled  up  the  breach 

Spirit  f  of  ancient  Britons  I  where  art  thou  ? 
Into  wliat  happier  region  art  thou  fled,  or  flyl 
ing?  Return,  Oh  return  into  our  bofoms !  ex^ 
pel  every  narrow  and  groveling  fentiment,  and 
animate  us  in  this  glorious  caufe !  Where  the 
voice  of  public  virtue  and  public  liberty  calls, 

^  t  This  was  preached,  xvben  General  Braddock  was  carry- 
Jng  on  his  expedition  to  the  Ohio  j  and  wlien  that  fpirit. 
wh.ch  has  fince  been  lb  much  for  the  honor  of  many  of  our 
colonies,  had  fcarce  begun  to  exert  itfelf. 
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thither  may  we  follow,  whether  to  life  or  to 
death  !  May  thefe  ineltimabk  bklTings  .be  traflf- 
mitted  fafe  to  our  poIt;^r^t;y!  .^nd  may;:htr«  bch 
ver  be  wanting  champioiua.  to  vindicate  ^them 
ftgai nil  every  diftui-ber-^f.'hijrngo  kind,  as  long 
as  there  fliall  be  found  ^-emaining  pt  rtill .  dioic 
wlio  afllime  the  diftinguillicd  name  of  Briton/i, 
rirlicr  a  tongue  to  fpcak,  or  a  hand  to  a<ft ! 

As  for  you,  my  brethren,  on  whofe  account 
we  are  now  afTembled,  let  meintrcat  youtogivci 
your  enemies  no  handle  to  accufc  you  of  irreli- 
gion,  or  want  of  public  fpirir.  Promote  virtue, 
difcourage  vice,  and  be  dillinguilhed  only  by 
fuperior  fanflity  of  manners.  Purfue  your  pri- 
vate callings  with  induftry  and  honeily.  Be 
faithful  to  your  promifes,. and  let  no  rude  guft 
of  paflion  extinguifh  that  candle  of  Brotherly- 
Love,  which  fhould  illuminate  your  fouls,  and 
is  the  glory  of  your  nature. 

If  you  a6l  thus,  yoii  fhall  be  as  a  building, 
founded  on  everlafting-  pillars  •,  fair  to  the  fight, 
and  never  to  be  Ihaken !  So  ftrongly  fupported, 
fo  firmly  united,  fo  nobly  adorned,  is  that  So- 
ciety which  is  fupported,  united  and  adorned 
by.Wifdom,  Strength  and  Beauty-,  that  Wif- 
dom  which  is  the  Fear  of  God,  and  Praftice  of 
Righteoufnefs ;  that  Strength  wliich  is  Love, 
the  Cement  of  fouls,  and  Bond  of  Perfedb- 
nefs ;  and  that  Beauty  which  is  inward  Holinefs, 
and  an  entire  freedom  from  tlie  turbulence  of 

pafiion  I 

Now 
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Now,  to  Him  who  is  able  to  keep  you  from 
tailing,  and  conduft  you  fafe  to  thoie  happy 
manfions,  where  peace,  joy  and  love  eternal  reign, 
be  afcribcd,  as  is  rtoft  due,  by  men  on-  earth  and 
faints  m  heaven,  allipraife,  power,  glory,  and 
dominion,  for  ever  and  ever  j 
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Hardnefs  of  Heart  and  Negledl  of  God'3 
merciful  Vilitations,  the  certain  Fore- 
runners of  more  public  Miferies;  applied 
to  the  Colonies,  in  a  parallel  between 
their  flate  and  that  of  the  Jews  in  inany 
remarkable  Inftances. 

Preached 

On  the  Public  Faft,  appointed  by  the  Go- 
gernment  of  Pennsylvania,  May  21 
1756.  V  ' 


I 


AFTER  acquainting  the  Reader  that  this 
DifcourTc  was  firft  delitrercd,  when  the 
Province  wa^  groaning  under  all  that  load  of 
Mifery,  which  was  the  Confequence  of  Brad- 
dock's  Defeat  and  the  Inroads  of  the  French 
and  Savages  on  our  diftrefled  and  helplefs  Fron- 
tiers,  any  Apology  for  the  matter  or  manner  of 
It  would  be  needlefs. 
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y.  7.  Teay  the  Stork  in  the  IJeavai  knowctb  her 
appointed  times,  and  the  turtle  a?id  the  Crane  and 
the  Swallow  ohferve  the  time  cf  their  coming,  but 
my  people  know  not  the  Judgment  of  the  Lord 

8.  How  do  you  fay.  We  are  wife,  and  the  law  of  the 
Lordts  with  us  ?  Lo,  certainly  in  vain  made  he 
it  J  the  pen  cf  the  fcrihes  is  vain, 

9.  rhe  wife  men  are  nfhamed,  they  are  difmayed  and 
taken  -,  b,  they  have  rejected  the  word  of  the  Lord 
and  what  wifdom  is  in  them  ?  * 

10.  therefore  will  I  give  their  wives  unto  others 
and  their  fields  to  them  that  fhall  inherit  them 
lor  every  one.  from  the  leafi  even  unto  thegreateji 

.  ts  given  to  covetoufnefs  ;  from  the  prophet  even 
unto  the  priefi,  every  one  dealeth  falfely 

11,  For  they  have  healed  the  hurt  of  the  daughter 
cf  my  people  flight ly,  faying.  Peace,  Peace,  when 
there  ts  no  Peace.  .., 

Brethren, 

WE  are  this  day  aflembled,  on  one  of  the 
moft  folcmn  and  interefting  occafions. 
that  we  have  ever  beheld.  We  are  call- 
ed by  the  authority  of  government,  to  proftrate 
ourfelves  before  the  almighty  God  in'^umb  c 
confemon  of  our  manifold  offences,  both  pub- 
i'c  and  pnvate.,  to  implore  forgivenefs  and 
grace  for  amendment,  to  offer  fp  our  prl' 
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and  thanfgivings  for  our  deliverance  from  tli'e' 
fury  of  v,'i(ie-fpreading  earthquakes  >  and  to  be-- 
feech  him  in  mercy  to  avert  thofe  other  awful 
judgments  that  now  hang  over  us,  threatening 
the  fubverfion  of  all  that  is  near  and  dear  to  us, 
as  Britons  and  as  Proteftants. 

Rising  up  to  addrefs  you,  on  fuch  an  impor- 
^  tant  occafion,  it  will  become  me  to  fpeak  with 
the  utmoft  freedom ;   and  I  am  fure  you  your- 
felves  would  difapprove  a  timid  or  faint  execu- 
tion of  this  day's  duty.  You  know  the  condem- 
nation of  the  falfe  Priefts  in  the  text,  "  who  heal- 
ed the  hurt  of  the  daughter  of  God's  people 
(lightly,   and  cried  Peace,   Peace,   when  there 
was  no  Peace.'*    You  know  alfo  that  the  Lord- 
hath  pronounced — "  If  thou  fpeak  not  to  warn 
the  wicked  from  his  way,  that  wicked  man  fliall 
die  in  his  iniquity ;  but  his  blood  will  I  require 
at  thy  hands."     You  have  moreover  heard  the 
fate  of  the  prophet  Jonah,  who  vainly  imagined 
to  flee  from  the  face  of  the  living  God,   and 
avoid  the  execution  of  perilous  duty.  The  veiy 
elements  fought  againft  him  j  the  Whale  of  the" 
ocean  vomited  him  back  on  dry  ground  j  and 
tliere  his  willing  feet  learned  to  purfue  his  Ma- 
ker's will,  and  never  again  to  wander  from  his 
way. 

The  explanation  of  duty  is  a  weighty  charwe, 
and  it  becomes  thole  who  ar«  entrufted  w^th  it ' 
tvj  Riit  themielvcs  to  times  and  feafons,  and  to 
try  every  metliod  of  making  impreffions  in  fa- 
vour 


DISCOURSE    III. 


5Jt 


vour  of  God   and  Goodnefs.     Sometimes  the 
Lord  condefcends  to  manifeft  himfelf  in  pecu- 
liar ads  of  mercy  and  loving-kindncfs ;  and  then 
the  hearts  of  men  are  to  be  won  to  gratitude  by 
rapturous  views  of  his  eternal  goodnefs.    Some- 
times again,  he  thinks  fit  to  vifit  in  terror  and 
judgment,     earthquakes,    peftilence,    famine, 
fword,  and  the  like ;  and  then  his  fervants  are 
to  forego  their  ufual  methods  of  addrefs,  and 
afTume  a  fevere  and  bolder  note. 

I  WOULD  be  far  from .  multiplying  Judg^ 
ments,  or  magnifying  into  that  clafs  what  may 
poffibly  be  but  the  common  refult  of  things. 
But,  on  the  other  hand,  to  deny  God's  particu- 
lar providence,  and  the  occafional  exertions  of 
his  power  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  to  an- 
fwer  extraordinary  purpofes  in  Ins  moral  deal- 
ings with  free  agents,  would  be  to  exclude  him 
from  the  immediate  government  of  that  world 
which  he  has'  made. 

The  hiflory  of  all  ages  may  convince  us  that 
he  has  often  interpofed  to  over-rule  particular 
events,  both  in  Judgment  and  Mercy  ;  and  to' 
you  who  believe  his  facred  word,  arguments  on 
this  head  would  be  unneceflliry.  I,  therefore, 
proceed  to  the  main  bufmcfs  of  this  difcourfe,' 
and  therein  Ihall  purfuc  the  following  method : ' 
First,  I  fliall  give  fome  account  of  the  flat® 
of  die  Jewifh  nation,  with  refped  to  thole  vices 
which  drew  down  the  judgments  denounced  ia 
the  text. 
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Secondly,  I  (hall  give  fome  account  of  ouf 
own  ftate  by  way  of  parallel,  and  conclude  with 
an  application  of  the  whole  to  the  bufinefs  of 
the  prefent  day. 

As  to  the  vices  of  the  Jewilh  nation,  they  are 
fo  fully  and  pathetically  defcribed,  in  the  pre- 
ceeding  chapters,  by  this  prophet,  who  was  one 
of  the  moft  zealous  of  God*s  fervants,  that  I 
cann^ot  forbear  laying  a  few  of  the  verfes  before 
you.  I  am  fure,  they  are  too  plain  to  ftand  in 
need  of  a  comment. 

Having,  in  the  firft  chapter,  publilhed  his 
high  commifTion,  he  proceeds  with  a  noble  and 
exalted  vehemence,  in  the  caufe  or  his  God,  to 
expoftulate  with  the  people  for  their  ungrateful 
returns  to  all  the  divine  favours.  He  earneftly 
exhorts  them  to  repent  while  the  door  of  mercy 
was  yet  open,  and  ftrives  to  work  upon  them 
by  every  pofTible  motive.  In  cafe  of  their  com- 
pliance, he  propofes  to  their  hopes  the  moft 
alluring  rewards.  In  cafe  of  their  negled,  he 
alarms  their  fears  with  a  proipeft  of  the  moft 
dreadful  punifhments. 

But  let  us  hear  himfelf.  Standing  forth  as 
the  meflenger  of  the  great  Jehovah,  in  the  midft 
of  his  people,  burning  for  their  good,  and 
deeply  labouring  with  the  vaft  weight  of  his 
fubjedl,  he  proceeds  as  follows,  in  the  adorable 
name  of  his  maker 

"  Then  f  faid  the  Lord  unto  me — Out  of 

t  Chip  I. 
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^e  north  an  evil  Ihall  break  forth  upon  all  the 
inhabitants  of  this  land ;  and  I  will  utter  my 
judgments  againft  them  touching  all  their  wick- 
pdnefs,  who  have  forfaken  me." 

"  Go  f  cry  in  the  ears  of  Jerufalem,  faying, 
Thus  faith  the  Lord,  I  remember  the  kindnels 
of  thy  youth,  when  thou  wenteft  after  me  in  the 
Wildernefs,  in  a  land  that  was  not  fown.     Ifrael 
was  (then)  Holinefs  unto  the  Lord  and  the  firft 
fruits  of  his  increafe.     And  what  iniquity  have 
your  fathers  (or  yor  n.ow)  found  in  me  that  you 
are  gone  far  from  me,  neither  fay  where  is  the 
?^ord  that  led  us  through  the  wildernefs,  thro* 
a  land  of  defarts,  in  which  no  man  dwelt  P^    I 
brought  you  into  a  plentiful  country,  to  eat  the 
fruits  thereof     But,   when  ye  entered   in,  ye 
jiefiied  my  land,  and  made  my  heritage  an  abo- 
mination.    And  the  priefts  faid  not,°Where  is 
the  Lord  ?" 

Now  let  me  plead  with  you,  Oh  my  people ! 
Pafs  over  "  the  iQes  of  Chittim  -,  fend  unto 
Kedar,"  and  all  the  country  round  about,  "  and 
fee  if  there  be  fuch  a  thing"  as  this.  Have  thefe 
«  nations  changed  their  Gods,  which  yet  are  no 
Gods  ?"  But  my  people  h^ve  been  more  foolilli 
ftill.  "  They  have  changed  their  Glory  for  that 
which  doth  not  profit.  Be  ailonilhed  at  this,  Q 
ye  heavens,  and  be  ye  horribly  afraid  !  For  my 
people  have  committed  two  evils.  They  have 
forfaken  me  the  fountain  of  living  waters,  ancj 

t  Cliap.  II. 
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hewn  out  for  themfelves  cifterns,    broken  cif- 
terns,  that  can  hold  no  water." 

Now,  for  thefe  iniquities  of  Ifrael,  *'  The 
young  lions  have  roared  upon  him  :  They  have 
made  his  land  waftej    his  cities  are  burnt,  with- 
out inhabitant.     The  children  of  Noph  and  Ta- 
hapanes  have  broken  the  crown  of  thy  head.     I 
have  fmitten  your  children,   and  they  have'  re- 
ceived no  corredion.    The  *  Ihowers  have  been 
with-holden,  and  there  hath  been  no  latter  rain; 
but  thou  refufedft  to  be  afliamed.     Upon  every 
high  mountain,    and   under  every  green  tree, 
thou  haft  played  the  harlot.     And  yet  after  all 
thefe  things,  I  faid  return,  O  thou  backfliding 
Ifrael ;  for  I  am  merciful,  faith  the  Lord,  and 
will  not  keep  anger  for  ever.     I  will  take  you 
one  of  a  city  and  two  of  a  family,   and  bring 
you  to  Zion  -,  and  will  give  you  paftors  accord*- 
mg  to  my  heart,  who  fliall  feed  you  with  know- . 
lege  and  underftanding." 
_  Thus  far  the  prophet,  in  a  tender  and  affec- 
tionate ftrain,  hoping  to  win  and  to  allure  his 
people  to  repentance.     But  finding  all  ar^u- 
ments  of  perfuafion  ineffeduai  to  move  their 
hardened  hearts,  he  foon  afterwards  affumes  tiie 
voice  of  terror  and  judgment,  and  breaks  forth 
in  the  deepeft  agitation  of  foul,    on  a  nearer 
view  of  that  ruin  which  he  law  ready  to  involve 
tiicm, 

•  Chap.  III. 


.*'  ^y; 


DISCOURSE    III.  5^ 

•**  My  *  bo\  .'Is  !  my  bowels  !    I   am  pained 
At  my  very  heart  •,  my  heart  maketh  a  noife  with- 
in me;  I  cannot  hold  my  peace,  becauie  thou 
haft  heard,  O  my  foul,  the  Sound  of  the  Trum- 
pet, the  alarm  of  war.     Deftru6tion  upon  de- 
ftrudlion  is  cried,  for  the  whok  Land  is  fpoiled— 
I  have  heard  a  voice  as  of  a  woman  in  travaii, 
and  the  anguifli  of  her  tnat  bringeth  forth  her 
Srft  child ;  even  the  voice  of  the  daughter  of 
Zion,  that  bewaileth  herfelf  and  fpreadeth  forth 
her  hands  j  faying,  Woe  is  me  now,  for  my  foul 
is  wearied  becauie  of  Murderers !" 
^  "  A  f  LION  out  of  the  foreit  Dull  flay  my 
people.     A  leopard  fliall  watch  over  their  cities, 
and  every  one  that  goerh  out  thence  Ihall  be  torij 
in  pieces.     I  will  bring  a  nation  upon  you  from 
far,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael.     It  is  a  mighty  nadon 
whofe  language  thou  knowell  not  j  a  people  || 
that  Cometh  from  the  north  country  ;  rifino-  up 
from  the  fides  of  the  earth  j   who  lay  hold  of 
the  bow  and  the  fpear ;  whofe  voice  roareth  like 
the  fea ;  who  are  cruel  and  have  no  mercy ;  at 
whofe  fame  your  hands  fliall  wax  feeble,  §  and 
they  fhall  eat  up  thine  harveft,   and  thy  bread, 
>vhich  thy  fons  and  thy  daughters  fhould  eat." 

"  And  when  it  fliall  befaid,  Wherefore  doth 
the  Lord  thefe  things  unto  us  ?  You  fliall  an- 
fwer — Like  as  ye  have  forfaken  me  and  ferved 
llrange  Gods  in  your  own  lands  ;  io  Oiall  ye  ferve 

•  Chap.  IV.      f  Chap.  V.       [j  Chap.  VI.      §  Chap.  V. 
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dangers  in  a  land  that  is  not  yours      For  f,, 
ye  not  me,  faith  the  Lord  ?    ^Jye  n^r^rem 

that  it  cannot  ^t^  /^t^'^htStatt;: 
tmnUy  than  the  feaitfelf."     "rL/arerLTed 

Teft"      .  ./;5'"""."'^^=''  °«  her  wiclced- 
neis  —         They  truft  m  lying  words  •  favino- 

TheS  tf '''  "^Z"' '''  ''-P'^  °^''-  Sf 
X  heyfteal  tl  ey  murder,  they  commit  adultery 

.nH    r^u"^^"^^  '""^  ""'^^  "ft^^  other  GodT^ 
and  then  they  come  and  ftand  befo.o  me  in  th 
houfe,  which  IS  caUed  by  my  name"  as  if  thl 

in"f  iSTb  °'  ""="'°"  '™""'  J"«^  im 
out  'f  2  r1      "'?"'-^"'  ^^""  -^^ftthem 

brethren   '^^^"'.'^  '  ''^^  •^'"t  °"t  all  their 
brethren,    even   the   whole   feed   of  E.nraim 

Therefore,  pray  not  thou  for  them ;  neiLe'S 

«P  cry  norprayer  for  them,  neither  make  in  tf 

fl.de  back  by  a  perpetual  back-fliding ;  they  hold 
faft  deceit  they  refufcto  return;"  they  are  even 
more  ftupid  than  the  brute  creation—- 

"  For  the  ftork  in  the  heaven  knoweth  her 
appointed  times,  and  the  turtle  and  the  ciine 
and  the  fwallow  obferve  the  time  of  their  com 
.ngi  but  my  people  know  not  the  judgments  of 
the  Lord, "nor  regard  the  mercifu  vilTt  "nsrf 
my  power !  Why,  then,  Ihouki  they  fay  Zc£ 
•  Cap.  Vil.        I  Chap.  Vm, 
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Wife,  and  the  Law  of  the  Lord  is  with  us  ?  Lo, 
crrtainly  in  vain  made  he  ir,    and  the  pen  of 
the  fcribes  is  vain."     Where  is  their  wifdom, 
when  the  very  fowls  of  the  air  reproach  them 
with  folly ;  obferving  the  times  and  the  feafons ; 
while  this  people  is  deaf  to  all  the  calls  of  my 
providence.     They  boall:  that  my  «  Law  is  with 
them,"  and  value  themfelves  upon  the  many  ex- 
alted privileges  which  I  have  given  them.     But 
what   do  thefe  avail,    unlefs  to  encreafe  their 
guilt  ?    The  Law  is  become   as  a  dead  letter, 
when  it  produces  no  effed  upon  the  life  and  mo- 
rals.    In  vain  have  I  given  it  to  them,  and  the 
pen  of  theii  fcribes  has  preferved  it  in  vain.  For 
where  are   its  fruits  ?    Look  at  thofe  who  are 
called  Wife  Men.    Behold,  «  they  are  alhamed  j 
they  are  difmayed;  they  are  taken  j"  All  their 
fchemes  are  unfuccefsful.     «  There  is  no  wif- 
dom  in    themj"    and    how  fhould    there  be 
any,   feeing,    "   they  have  rejeded   the  word 
of   the   Lord,"    which    is    the    only  founda- 
tion  of  all  wifdom .?     They   are  all   corrupt ; 
"from  the  leafl  even  to  the  grfeateft  they  are 
given  unto  covetoufnefs ;"  and,  what  ic  worft  of 
all,    the  very  prieils  and  prophets,  who  Ihould 
proDc'the  fore  to  the  bottom,  are  content  with  v 
lome  tranfient  or  fuperficial  cure.    «  They  heal 
the  hu.c  nightly,"  and  leave  it  ready  to  break 
out  again  the  next  moment.     They  are  either 
as  corrupt  as  the  reft ;  or,  from  fordid  views  of 
popularity,  tliey  are  afraid  to  ftcm   the  torrent. 

Ratlier 
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Se;er^i       "'^  ^"^'^^'"g  'he  true  doftrines 
of  everlaft  „g  peace  and  falvation,  they  treacher- 

;ea"je  rS^Jf  '-'^  ^^^^  '^^  '- 

be  inftrufted  by  all  that  has  hlppened'to  then v 
what  remains  but  a  fearful  looking  for  iudc^men 
^d  fiery  mdignation  ?_«  My  f  Soul  K"- 

late,  a  land  not  inhabited  _/  ^j/i  „,v,  ,^,;^ 

Tremendous  threatening!   which  wa.  r^r,™ 
aftenvards  fulfilled,  and  is  nL  recorded  fort r 
admonition.    And  Oh  !   that  we  may  be  en" 
bled  to  make  a  right  ufe  of  it ,  bringing  it  home 
to  our  hearts  and  our  boforas,  in  the  pilfent  A 
bious  fiate  of  our  affairs  ;  admiring  and  adt 
mg  that  divine  goodnefs,  which  thu?calls  us  to    ' 
avoid  our  own  deitruftion,  by  placing  bcfo  e  us 
the  errors  and  example  of  others  I 

The  bounds  which  I  have  prcfcribed  to  this 
dilcourle  would  not  permit  me  to  enter  Lo  a 
more  particu  ar  account  of  the  Jewifl,  natbn 
but    he  verfes  which  I  have  feleded  are  fuffi 
c^ently  cxpreffive  of  their  ftate  and  chararr" 
prcviou.  to  t-heir  failing  under  thofe  detlatg 

f  ^'Jiap.  Vf. 
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judgments,  which  the  Lord  thought  fit  do  dcr 
nounce  againft  them  in  the  text.  . 

It  remains,  then,  that  we  now  proceed  to 
make  fome  enquiry  into  our  own  ftate  by  way 
of  parallel  i  which  was  the  Second  thing  pro^ 
pofed. 

In  doing  this,  let  us  follow  the  words  of  foi 
bernefs  and  truth ;  equally  abftaining  from  vain 
fcepticifm  on  the  one'  hand,  and  weak  credulity 
on  the  other  J  neither  arrogating  to  ourfelves 
virtues  which  we  have  not,  nor  terrifying  ourfelves 
with  vices,  to  which  our  confciences  may  yet  be 
happily  ftrangers.  I  grant  that  prophecies  are 
now  probably  ceafed,  and  thefe  verfes  may  have 
had  their  accomplifhment.  But  their  fpirit  and 
meaning  ftill  remain ;  and  the  fame  caufes  will 
produce  the  fame  effeds  in  every  age.  If,  there- 
fore, we  find  any  fimilitude  in  them  to  our  own 
ftate  at  prefent,  we  cannot  be  unafi'edled  at  the 
confequences ;  and  we  muft  be  blind  indeed,  if 
we  fo  far  flatter  ourfelves  as  to  think  there  is 
none.  On  the  contrary,  is  it  pofiible  to  read 
them,  without  imagining  that  we  hear  our  hea- 
venly Father  kindly  addrefling  a  great  part  of 
them  to  ourfelves,  with  little  variation  of  words, 
in  the  manner  followins:  ? 

Oh  Britons  and  Protefiants !  I  remember,  faith 
the  Lord,  the  days  of  your  youth,  "  when  you 
went  after  me  in  the  wildernefs,  in  a  land  that 
was  not  fown.  You  were  then  holinefs  to  me 
and  the  firH  fruits  of  my  incrcafe."    I  brought 

you 
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you  forth  into  this  remote  country,  as  an  infant 

:e 
parts  of  this  Americ 


people,  as  a  chofen  feed;  purpofmg,   through 
you,  to  extend  mv  i;n„,u._  f.  .i^'         ^" 


you,   to  extend  my  kingdom  to  the 


uttcrmoft 


an  world.  "  You  have  heard 
with  your  ears  and  your  fathers  have  told  you 
the  noble  works  that  I  did  in  their  days,  and  in 
the  old  tune  before  them," 
^  I  PROTECTED  you  through  the  dangers  of  the 

S  the  r^r'""',  "  ^""  '"  "  '-d  of  del 
I  bade  the  fohtary  place  be  gkd  through  you. 

th't^fe '' wh""^""  '^"^^  ^-"^  '^l'^'--- 

?he  rofe.  VVhen  you  were  but  a  weak  and 
helplefs  people,  I  made  the  Heathen  your 
friends,  who  had  power  to  deflroy  you  "I 
gave  you  a  plentiful  country,  and  bade  you  eat 
the  fruits  thereof-You  then  faw  that  "  this 
was  niy  doing,"  and,  in  thofe  early  days,  wer<.- 

Z  t1!Tk  .T""^'*"^  "^"  "  ""=  "g'>'  hand  of 
the  Lord  had  brought  mighty  things  to  pafs  " 

When  you  looked  back  on  the  dangers  you  had 

elcaped,  your  grateful  fouls  were  lifted  upla 

praifes  to  me,  who  fpoke  the  fierce  ocean  into 

peace  around  you,  and  made  the  gloomy  wilder 

you  law  the  bounteous  earth  bring  forth  her 
willing  encreafe,  you  acknowleged  "  that  vour 
lines  had  fallen  in  plea&nt  place"  ,  yea.ThatC 
had  received  a  goodly  l,eritf-.e  "  ^ 

din  ^°V''^  "^'  '™"  *'■""•'•■''  i"  before  <'ye  ' 
mmation.      I  gave  you  Plenty ;  but  Plenty  be- 

gat 
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gat  Eafe ;  and  Eafe  begat  Luxury  j  and  Lux- 
ury introduced  a  fatal  corruption  of  every 
good  a.  i  virtuous  principle;  infomuch  that 
you  forgot  the  very  hand  from  which  you  re- 
ceived all  things.  You  forgot  to  fay,  "  Where 
is  the  Lord"  that  hath  done  fo  much  for  us  ? 
Or  where  is  he  that  brought  us  through  the 
fierce  ocean,  that  made  the  heathen  our  friends, 
that  protected  us  in  the  wildernefs,  and  caufed 
the  defart  around  us  to  fmilc  ? 

For  the  fnace  of  an  hundred  years  (a  period 
of  happincfs  which  no  nation  before  you  could 
ever  boaft:  of)  my  patience  bore  with  you,  while 
you  enjoyed  a  continual  profperity  -,  being  at- 
moft  entirely  Grangers  to  the  "  ibund  of  the 
trumpet,  the  alarm  of  war,  and  the  fight  of 
garments  i  ;lled  in  blood."  But,  in  proportion 
•  to  my  mercies,  has  your  guilt  encrealed.  You 
liave  become  more  and  more  forgetful  of  mc, 
and  of  the  exalted  privileges  I  called  you  to  en- 

"  Pass  over  the  Ifles  of  Chittim  •,  fend  unto 
Kedar,  and  fee  if  there  be  any  fuch  thino-  as 
this."  Look  through  all  the  countries  of  your 
Popilh  and  Heathen  neighbours ;  and  fee  if  the 
former  Iiave  changed  their  Superftition,  or  the 
latter  "  their  Gods,  whiqh  yet  are  no  Gods  1" 
Such  a  change  would  have  been  wifdom  in  them ; 
but  what  have  you  done  ?  "  You  have  even 
changed  your  glory  for  that  v/hich  doth  not 
profit  I     Be  aftonilhed  at  this,   O  ye  heavens ! 

and 
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«ml  be  ye  horribly  afraid  ;  for  this  people  have 
tommittcd  two  evils,"  and  have  boe        i  cy  of 
double  foolifhnefs!    They  have    ' -oj-.'^ed  the 
cxercifc  of  their  holy  Proteftani  Re^  T.       truft-  ' 
3ng  to  the  lying  vanities  of  this  lii> .,  *      ,  J  have 
forlaken  me,  the  fountain  of  livi.ip      .ers    to 
hew  out  for  thenifelves  cifterns,  brJ.ca  cifterns 
tlm  can  hold  no  water."     In  the  midft  of  light 
they  have  chofen  darknefs,  and  corrupted  their 
children  by  their  fad  example. 
^   1  FiAVE  warned  you  once  for  thefe  things,  and 
4wice  have  I  fpoken  unto  you,  faith  the  Lord  -, 
*ut  you  have  neither  kilTed  my  rod,  nor  hum- 
■bled  yourfclves  under  my  challifements.  «  The 
,^owcrs  have  been  with-holden  and  there  liath 
-been  no  latter  rain ;   yet  you  have  refufed  to  be 
alhamed.     My   Judgments  have   been  abroad 
•upon  the  earth,  but  you  have  not  learned  ricrh, 
teoufnefs."  ^ 

•     Wherefore,    the   young  Lions   from   the 
forell  have  roared  upon  you.     They  have  made 
your  land   walle,    and  your  cities  are   burnt 
without  mhabi  tant.  The  children  of  Noph  and  Ta' 
lapanes  have  f  broken  the  Crown  of  your  head  '* 
I  iiave  let  the  favages  of  the  woods  loofe  upon 
you.     They  rage  in  all  your   borders.     Your 
,  t  This  is  othenvife  rendered  "  feed  on  thy  Crown."  But 

i;!l    n   I   r"'  '''  '°°  remarkable  not  to  bring  to  our 
of    r  ;  "  "'"^'"''■^"  "^'•'  '^'  '^^'  c^eteftfblecuf' 
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cotintry  is  depopulated,  ypur  villages  burnt  up, 
and  thoufands  of  your  mifcmble  brethren,  tor- 
tured, murdered,  or  carried  into  barbarous  cap- 
tivity. ,  *\Deftrua:ion  upon  deftruflion  is  cried, 
for  the  whole  land  is  fpoiled."   The  voice  of  la- 
mentation is  heard,  as  of  a  woman  in  travail  5 
.  even  the  voice  of  your  bleeding  country,  "  thac 
bewaileth  herfelf,  andfpreadeth  forth  her  hands  j 
faying,  Wee  is  me  now,  for  my  foul  i-s  wearied 
becaufe  of  Murderers. — I  have  ferit  a  nation  po- 
on  you  from  afar,  whofe  language  you  k.*.-.. 
not  J  'a  mighty  nation  from  the  north  country; 
rifing  up  from  the  fides  of  the  earth ;  tiiat  lay 
hold  on  the  bow  and  the  fpear  j  wliofe  voices 
roar  like  the  lea ;  who  arc  cruel  and  have  no 
mercy ;  at  whofc  fame  your  hands  wax  feeble, 
and  one  fays  to  another,  go   not  out  into  the  * 
field,  nor  walk  by  the  way,   for  the  fword  of 
the  enemy  is  on  every  fide,  and  whofoever  goeth 
out  fhall  be  torn  in  pieces.     And  behold  !    they 
eat  up  your  harveft  and  your  bread,  which  your 
fons  and  daughters  fliould  eat ;  and  they  eat  up 
your  flocks  and  your  herds  and  your  vines  and 
your  fig-trees ;  and  they  impoverifh  your  fenced 
cities  wherein  you  have  put  your  chief  trull." 

And  fliould  any  one  fay,  Why  doth  the  Lord 
thefe  things  to  his  people  ?  This  fliall  be  your  * 
anfwer.  Like  as  ye  liave  forfaken  me,  and 
lliewn  yourfelves  unworthy  of  your  holy  religion 
and  exalted  privileges,  fo  I  have  forfaken  you, 
and  delivered  you  over  to  be  chaftifed  with  an 


iron 
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iron  rod  by  thefe  your  fierce  enemies.  For  will 
ye  not  .  ;ar  me,  faith  the  Lord,  who  have  done 
fo  great  things  in  your  behalf?  Will  ye  not 
tremble  at  my  pref^nce,  whom  earthquake,  fire, 
and  ftormj  and  all  the  elements  obey  ?  Why  will 
ye  trufl  in  lying  words,  faying  "  The  temple  of 
the  Lord,  the  temple  of  the  Lord  j" — we  are 
Britons,  we  are  Proteflants  ?  What  fignify  thefe 
names,  when  you  have  forgot  the  caufe  of  your 
country,  and  made  your  religion  a  reproach 
among  the  Heathen  around  you  ?  Will  ye  Iteal, 
will  ye  commit  adultery,  will  ye  defraud,  will 
ye  walk  after  covetoufncfs,  will  ye  profane  my 
name,  will  '  u  difregard  my  righteous  judg- 
ments, will  you  remain  indifferent  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  your  ineftimable  privileges  •,  and  then 
will  ye  come  and  Itand  before  me,  in  my  houfe 
which  is  called  by  my  name,  and  fa)  we  are 
Britons,  we  are  Protellants,  as  if  this  would  jus- 
tify you  in  all  tliefe  abominations  ? 

The  very  fowls  of  the  heaven  afl  a  more  con- 
fiftent  part  than  you.  Tliey  obferve  the  figns 
and  the  feafons  which  the  Lord  hath  appointed 
for  them.  But  you  have  neither  regarded  my 
former  judgments,  nor  have  n  y  latter  more  fe- 
vere  ones  awakened  your  attention,  and  made 
you  wifer.  Even  in  the  very  fight  of  "  Sinai's 
burning  mount ;"  in  the  midit  of  the  mod  com- 
plicated miferiesi  when  blood  and  defolation 
are  all  around,  you  have  neither  reformed  your 
lives,  nor  regarded  th^  diftrcfs  of  your  country. 

An 
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An  evil  ipirit  of  unbelief  hath  gone  forth  amoncr 
you,  fetting  every  prefent  danger  at  a  diftance° 
/ou  have  refufed  to  "play  the  man  for  the  cities 
of  your  God,"  or  to  defend  that  glorious  plan  of 
public  happinefs  delivered  down  to  you  by  your 
fathers.  Strifes,  difcords,  hatred,  uncharitable- 
nels,  hcentioufnefs,  civil  broils,  calumnies  and 
contention  about  trifles,  have  been  uppermoft 
m  your  thoughts ;  while  your  mofl  valuable  and 
eflential  interefts  have  been  made  a  fecondary 
concern,  or  perhaps  no  concern  at  all,  or  the 
concern  only  of  thofe  who  wanted  the  power  to 
ferve  them.  . 

In  fiich  circumftaiices  what  doth  it  fignify  to 
fay  "  I'heLawof  the  Lord  is  with  us ;"  we  are 
a  diftmguifhed  people,  ours  is  the   reformed 
Keligion,   and  ours  the  enjoyment  of  civil  Li 
berty  ?  Were  you  truly  fenfible  of  the  immenfe 
value  of  thefc  fupreme  of  blelTrngs,  your  prac- 
tice would  have   been  conformable,  and  your 
fouls  would  have  been  enflamed  with  all  the  ar 
dors  of  the  brave,  on  the  leaft  approach  of  dan-" 
ger  towards  them.-You  likewife  fay,  you  are 
wife  ,  and  boaftof  your  fuperior  improvements 
But  what  marks  of  this  can  you  Ihew?     e"  n 
the  Heathens  themfelves  have  outdone  you  in 
•wifdom  ana  flratagem.     Your  armies  flee  befo  e 
them;  your  wife  men  are  confounded,  none  of 
their  devices  profper;   feeing  they  ha^  reje^- 
motlth        ""'^  ^''^"  "''  ^""^^^^  council  of  the 

^  What- 
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What,  then,  will  be  the  end  of  thefe  things  ? 
Hear  it  now  from  that  wifdom  which  cannot  err. 
"  Unlefs  you  repent  and  return  and  amend  your 
ways,  the  foul  of  the  Lord  will  utterly  depart 
from  you.  He  will  give  your  wives  to  others y  and 
your  fields  to  tbem  that  fij all  inherit  them.''* 

Thus,  my  J^rethren,  we  fee  i:riking  fimi- 
litude  between  us  and  the  Jews  in  many  ftrong 
and  capital  inftances  •,  and  I  am  perfuaded  you 
will  not  think  the  pidture  exaggerated.  Within 
the  Ihort  period  of  one  year,  how  many  marks 
of  God's  dealing  with  us  have  we  feen  ?  Not 
to  mention  excefllve  droughts,  earthquakes,  and 
other  omens  cf  his  wrath,  the  troops  lent  to  our 
protedion  have  been  moft  miferably  defeated, 
and  fuchfcenes  of  barbarity,  horror,  anddefola- 
tion  have  enfued,  as  human  nature  ihudders  to 
recount,  and  hiftory  can  fcarce  parallel  1 

Yet  what  have  we  profited  by  all  this  }  Has 
it  humbled  us  under  our  fins  ?  Has  it  brought 
our  civil  difcords  to  an  end  ^  Or  has  it  eradi- 
cated thofe  abfurd  principles  of  government 
that  have  brought  our  country  to  the  brink  cf 
ruin  ?  On  the  contrary,  are  they  nc ;  inculcat- 
ed among  us  with  more  zeal  an.  1  induilry  than 
ever  ?  Have  we  not  many  who  ii-r't  made  it 
their  bufinefs  to  reftrain  the  ardor  o*'  God's  peo- 
ple in  their  righteous  cauft  i  to  tie  up  the  hands 
of  the  king's  bell  fubje6:  the  iiour  of  ex- 
tremeft  danger,  and  cry  *'  Peace,  peare,  when 
there  is  no  peace .?"    Have   >v<;  noi  many  who 
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like  the  prophet  Jonah  m  the  ftorm,  are  gone 
down  to  the  faft  pJaces,  to  indulge  thenifelves 
in  inglorious  reil,  when  the  poor  bartered  bark 
that  carries  them  along  is  ready  to  be  Iwallowed 
up  ot  eveiy  wave  ? 

Yet  I  would  hope  that  but  fmall  part  of  this 
guilt  will  tall  to  the  charge  of  tht;  Proteftant 
mmilliy  of  this  province.     It  wou^d  not  become 
mc,  who  am  even  Icfs  than  the  leull  of  all  God's 
fervants,  to  Itand  forth  the  accufer  of  my  bre- 
thren, on  any  occalion  ;  and,  on  ihe  pre^'-rit,  I 
know  many  among  their  who  ha^c  nobly  exert- 
ed themfelves  in  the  cauie  of  God,    iheir  king, 
and  their  country.  Yet,  perhaps,  after  all,  there 
may  be  fome  who  have  been  but  too  complai- 
fant  to  favourite  vices  and  opinions.      If  that 
Ihould  be  tiie  cafe.    Oh !    let  them  think  how 
great  their  condem.nation  will  be.     For,  if  the 
guides  be  gone  out  of  the  way,  how  fnall  thofe 
that  follow  after  be  in  the  ftraight  path.?  If  the 
minifters  of  God'^   word  have  once  learned  to" 
ftoop  to  prejudices,  or  to  Ripprefs  one  needful  ' 
truth,  eiti  cr  through  fear  or  favour,  it  is  one  of 
the  wont  lymptcms  •:"  total  degeneracy,  and  the 
hopes  of  reform-atlor  are  utterly  blafte-i. 

How  difi-erc  a  conduft  did  that  zealous 
preacher  o^  rir  lucoufnefs,  the  author  of  my  text, 
obferve .?  I^hough  called  to  his  facred  office 
when  very  young,  yet  he  was  not  awed  by  the 
faces  of  men.  He  fcorncd  either  to  footh  them 
in  their  folly ;  or  to  burn  incenfe  on  the  altar 

F  2  of 


f  s  'i 


'<      5 


68  DISCOURSE    III, 

of  popular  applaufe  •,  or  to  facrifice  his  virtue 
and  judgment  to  prevaiiiag  errors.  He  fets  out, 
in  his  firft  chapter,  with  a  moll  fervent  and  en- 
lightened rpirit,  declaring  that  he  had  it  in  charge 
from  the  living  God  to  fpeak  to  his  people,  and 
not  to  be  difmayed  at  their  faces  -,  for  that  the 
fame  God  who  had  called  him  to  be  a  prophet 
was  able  to  fupport  him  in  the  execution  of  his 
high  commifiion,  and  had  made  him  as  "  a  de- 
fenced  city,  as  an  iron  pillar,  as  a  brazen  wall 
againit  the  whole  land,"  and  all  its  corruptions. 
Trusting  to  fuch  a  mighty  fupport  (and 
what  preacher  of  righteoufnels  may  not  truft  to 
it?)  he  determined  that  no  temporal  '  Idera- 
tion  fliould  awe  or  influence  him  frc  duty. 

He  appeared  in  the  midft  of  his  peop..  m  the 
moft  perilous  times,  not  like  fome  wild  impof- 
tor,  foaming  and  tearing  his  own  fiefh,  but  hke 
a  prophet  of  the  moft  high  God,  majeftically 
compofed,  and  awfully  iraprelTed  with  the  whole 
weight  of  facred  and  important  truth.  For  the 
fpace  of  forty  years,  he  continued  a  faithful 
meflenger  of  his  maker's  will;  pleading  the  caufe 
of  expiring  righteoufnels  and  trampled  virtue, 
among  a  back-fliding  people,  with  an  exalted 
vehemence  and  unremitting  ardor,  againft  far 
greater  corruption  than  we  have  to  ftruggle 
with.  Ours,  I  truft,  is  not  ytt  total  like  that 
of  the  Jews,  for  which  reafon  I  did  not  carry  the 
fimilitude  quite  through ;  and,  although  we  have 
many  who  are  ready  to  tear  Owir  names  in  pieces 

when^ 
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"whenever  we  mention  the  caiife  of  our  country, 

cfpecially  if  we  are  zealous  in  pre/Ting  home  the 

great  duty  of  Defending  our  inclllmable  rights 

againfl  a  Popilh  and  Heathen  enemy,  yet  we 

have  alfo  many  who  have  laid  the  Rate  of  their 

country,    and  God's  dealings  with  us,  deeply  to 

heart.     Nay,  I  hope  that  even  the  word  of  us 

have  fbme  virtues  to  put  in  the  balance  with  our 

vices ;    that   there   is    mercy   with  God  for  us 

all,  if  we  earneftly  feck  it  of  him  ;  and  that  the 

day  of  our  entire  defolation  is  not  yet  come  ! 

But  let  us  remember  tnat  every  negled  of  his 

vifitations  is  an  approach  towards  that  fatal  day, 

and  that  if  we  continue  longer  Jiardened  under 

the  prefent  fevere  chafcifements  of  his  hand, 

we  have  reafon   to  fear  that  a  worfe  thing  will 

befal  us. 

It  is  the  method  of  God's  providence  to  bear 
long  with  his  people,  and  to  try  all  methods  of 
reclaimmg   them   confiftent  with   their   moral 
agency ;  luch  as   by  reproof,    by  example,  by 
mercy,  and  by  chaftifement.  But  there  is  a  time 
when  his  patience  has  had   its   full  work,  and 
there  remaineth  no  more  facrifice  for  fins.'* 
There  is  a  llage  or  crifis  in  the  corruption  of 
nations,  beyond   which   it  is  as  impoflible  for 
them  to  iubfift,  on  any  tolerable  principles  of 
focial  happinefs,  as  for  the  body  to  move  when 
the  lite   and  fpirits  are  fled.     It  follows,  then,   ' 
that  every  negled  to  improve  by  God's  merciful 

"  IM.   .T.  26. 
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vifitations  is  an  advance  to  this  ftage,  and  there- 
fore a  fatal  fymptom  of  approaching  ruin. 

To  oficr  farther  proofs  of  this  would  be  need- 
lefs.  For  if  there  be  any  meaning  in  all  that  I  have 
laid  before  you  j  if  the  words  of  the  text  and 
the  whole  tenor  of  fcripture  be  of  any  weight ; 
if  the  voice  of  reafon  and  the  experience  of  ages 
be  worthy  of  regard ;   then  it  is  evident,  paft 
contradiftion,  that  national  vices  lead  to  natio- 
nal mifeiy.     For  a  holy  and  juft  God  muft  pu- 
nifh  the  flagrant  abule  of  his  miferies ;  and  when 
this  abufe  is  by  a  whole  people,  or  the  majority 
of  them,  the  punifhment  may  well  be  expeded 
in  this  worlds  feeing  in  the  next  all  the  prefent 
focieties  of  men  will  be  difbanded.  Bcfides  this, 
in  the  very  nature  of  things,  a  general  corrup- 
tion of  the  feveral  members  muft  lead  to  a  dif- 
folution  of  the  whole  body. 

If  we  fearch  all  the  annals  of  mankind  thro', 
we  fhall  find  that  no  people  was  ever  truly  o-reat 
or  profperous,  but  by  fupporting  a  fenfe  of  li- 
berty, and  upholding  the  majefty  of  virtue.  Go- 
vernment cannot  be  maintained  on  any  other  prin- 
ciples than  juftice,  truth,  and  fobriety.  Vice  is 
a  ftanding  rebellion  againft  God  and  govern- 
ment, and  a  total  fubverfion  of  all  order  and 
faith  and  peace  and  fociety  among  men. 

Let  me,  then,  my  brethren,  adjure  and  be- 
feech  you  to  improve  this  day  of  folemn  humi- 
liation before  the  Lord,  to  thofe  pious  purpofes 
for  which  it  was  fet  apart.     Let  me  call  upon 
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you,  by  every  dear  and  facred  tie  -,  By  all  the 
deliverances  which  God  hath  wrought  for  you  j 
By  all  the  inellimable  blefllngs  which  you  have 
received  at  his  hand  j  By  the  glory  and  dignity 
of  your  immortal  nature ;  By  the  fandifying 
graces  of  his  holy  fpirit  -,  By  the  glorious  com- 
ing of  his  everlafting  Son  from  the  bofom  of  his 
love  i  By  his  adorable  plan  of  redemption  and 
bloody  crois ;  By  the  purity  of  his  everlafting 
Gofpel  and  your  high  calling  as  Chriftians  i  By 
all  that  you  are,  and  all  that  you  hope  to  be  •,  By 
the  flender  thread  of  life  thatVepanues  you  from 
the  dark  manfions  of  the  grave;  ^y  the  found 
of  the  lall  trumpet  that  will  raifc  you  toendlefs 
life^  By  the  fun  in  darknefs  and  the  moon  in 
blood;  By  Jefus  the  Redeemer  feated  on  his 
awful  tribunal;  By  the  lall  folemn  fentence  and 
an  eternity  to  come— or  if  thefe  glorious  and 
important  confiderations  will  not  work  upon  you, 
let  me  call  upon  you  by  your  dread  of  punilh- 
ment  and  fear  of  ruin  ;  By  all  the  examples  of 
divine  vengeance  that  have  been  laid  before  youj 
By  a  regard  to  your  pofterity  yet  unborn  ;  By 
the  fighs  and  diftrefs  of  your  captivated  bre- 
thren;  and  By  the  groans  and  miferies  of  your 
bleeding  country— repent;  be  converted  from 
every  fin ;  humble  yourfelves  in  the  duft  before 
the  Lord;  cryearnelUy  unto  him  for  forgivenefs 
through  the  blood  of  Jefus,  and  ftedfaftly  pur- 
pofe  to  walk  before  him  for  the  future,  « in 
holinefs  and  righteoufncfs  all  the  days  of  your 
^^^^'"  F4  '        Such 
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Such   a  conduft  as  this  will  equally  entitle 
you  to  the  clwaaerof  good  chriftia'ns  aLl  goS 

ft 't  .n , .       ''"''  "^  '"'y  ''°'"t  °f  public 

wha'tL   h       r°r'',  ~""'^y'  "Wears  from 
what  has  been  faid,  that  he,  and  he  only,  is  the 

S  rV  •  ^"'*'"^"if-=ft^  thegreateft  public 
ipint,  whofupport.  the  majefty  of  religion,  reve- 
rences the  a,vs  of  his. country,  and  keeps  a  con- 
foencevo.d  of  offence  towards  God  and^owards 
man.  And  happy  is  he,  of  all  others  moft 
happy,  whether  in  a  high  or  low  ftation,  who,  in 
the  prefent  confufion  of  our  affairs,  can  lay  his 

been  the  fteac^y  tenor  of  his  proceedings.     For 
h<m  there  w,ll  remain  the  recompence  of  the 

tot;  2"  '""''""■^  '^'"^"^'  '^"^""'"^ 
.  Gran-t,  O  heavenly  Father !  that  fuch  may 
be  the  fi,ture  conduft,  and  fuch  the  final  recoml 
pence  of  every  one  of  us  here  afiembled  before 
thee.     Graeiouny  accept  this   day's  imperfed 

tor  all  thy  unmerited  mercies;  and  particularly 
for  havmg  faved  us  from  the  fury  of  thofe  raging 
tarthquakes  that  have  fo  lately  whelmed  thou! 
lands,  perhaps  lefs  guilty  than  we,  in  one  fud- 
den  ruin.     Strengthen  us  with  thy  grace  for  the 
performance  of  thofe  vows  of  amendment,  into 
which  we  have  now  folemnly  entered.  Continue 
to  us  the  pure  light  of  the  everlafting  gofpel' 
which  thyjuftice  might  well  remove  lom  us. 
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Bnng  our  civil  difcords  and  all  erroneous  doc- 
trines to  a  fpeedy  end.     Hear  the  cries  of  our 
lufiering  and  captivated  brethren  every  where, 
and  fupport  them  in  thy  Faith  and  Fear,    f  lave 
pity  on  the  general  diftrefs  of  this  country-,  and 
Oil !  thou  whofc  Almighty  power  can  raife  even 
tlie  dead  from  tlie  grave,  raife  up  leaders  and 
champions  among  us  for  our  holy  Zion,  in  this 
day  of  peril ;  that  even  the  bones  which  thou 
haft  broken  may  hear  of  joy  and  gladncfs!     In- 
fpire  us  with  a  high  and  commanding  fenfe  of 
the  immenfe  value  of  what  we  are  now  called  to 
defend ;  which  will  be  the  beft  foundation  of  i  rue 
heroifm  and  virtue.     For  could  we  be  once  \o 
loft  to  goodnefs  and  wifdom  as  to  apprehend  the 
•difference   between  one   religion  and  another, 
one   fyftem   of  government   and   another,   not 
worth  the  price  of  blood  and  treafure,  the  day 
of  our  defolation  would  not  be  far  diftant ;  and 
.we   and  our  pofterity  would  foon  be  loft  and 
blended  among  the  nations  around  us  that  know 
not  thee;    from   which   unfpeakable   calamity- 
good  Lord  deliver  us  to  the  lateft  generations, 
for  the  fake  of  our  Saviour  Jel^js  Chrift!  Amen! 
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DISCOURSE   IV. 

The  Christian  Soldier's  Duty  ;  the 
Lawfuhiefs  and  Dignity  of  his  Office; 
and  the  Importance  of  the  Prote- 
stant Cai'se  in  the  Biitifh  Colonies. 

Preachedik 

Chrifl-Church,  Philadelphia;  April  5, 

At    the  Desire   op 

General     STAN    W  I  X, 

To  the  forces  under  his  Command,  before 
their  march  to  the  Frontiers.  With  a 
Prayer  on  the  fame  Occafion. 
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Luke  iii.   14. 

And  the  Soldiers  demanded  of  him  likewife, 

faying-— Majler,  and  what  Jhall  we  do  ? 

Hefaidunto  them.  Do  violence  to  noman, 

neither  accufe  anyfalfely,  and  be  content 

with  your  wages, 

THIS  chapter  contains  an  account  of  the 
preaching  of  St.  John  the  Baptilt  j  who, 
being  called  of  God  in  the  wildcrncfs,  and  duly 
commiHioned  for  his  high  office,  "  came  into 
ail  the  country  about  Jordan,  preaching  to  the 
people  the  Baptifm  of  Repentance  for  the  Re- 
iniflion  of  Sins. " 

The  more  thoroughly  to  awaken  their  atten- 
tion, and  evince  the  necefllty  of  his  dodbrine,  he 
appears  in  the  molt  ftriking  charader  1  beino, 
as  was  prophefied  concerning  him,  "  the  voice 
of  one  crying  in  the  wildernefs  •,  prepare  ye  the 
way  of  the  Lord;  make  his  paths  ftraight ! 
Every  valley  fhall  be  filled,  every  mountain  and 
hill  fhall  be  brought  low  -,  the  crooked  [places] 
fliall  be  made  ftraight ;  the  rough  ways  fmooth  -, 
and  all  Flelh  ftiall  fee  the  Salvation  of  God!" 

These  words  allude  to  a  known  culiom  of 
great  kings,  v/ho,  when  they  undertook  any 
long  journey,  were  wont  to  fend  forth  their  mef- 
fengers  before  them  •,  proclaiming  to  the  peo- 
ple 
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pie  to  make  their  way  plain.  Now,  as  the  Jews, 
at  this  time,  daily  looked  for  the  coming  of  tlv  Ir 
King  or  ?romifed  Mefliah,  fuch  a  proclamation, 
from  fo  extraordinary  a  perfon,  crying  out  to 
clear  the  way,  "  for  that  the  Salvation  of  God 
was  at  hand,"  could  not  fail  to  excite  tueir  cu- 
riofity,  and  intereft  their  affedions  ! 

Every  heart  was  accordingly  feizcd  with  an 
inftant  hope  of  beholding  the  Defire  of  Nations  -, 
with  whom  they  expected  to  Ihare  crowns  and 
empire  and  temporal  glory.  Nay,  they  began 
**  to  mufe  in  their  hearts  whether  John  himfelf 
were  the  Chrift  *,'*  or  only  his  fore-runner.  In 
either  cafe,  they  were  eager  to  embrace  the  bap- 
tifm  which  he  preached  •,  as  artful  courtiers  will 
ftrive  to  recommend  themfelves  to  the  graces 
of  an  expeded  Mailer.  Hence,  "  a  Multitude 
of  them  came  forth,  to  be  baptized  of  him.'* 

John,  who  faw  their  carnal  views,  is  not  too 
fonvard  in  conferring  his  baptifm  upon  them, 
without  duly  inftrudting  them  in  the  nature  and 
conditions  of  it.  "  O  generation  of  vipers ! 
fays  he  -,  who  hath  warned  you  to  flee  from  the 
wrath  which  is  to  come  ?"  Neverthelefs,  if  you 
are  really  defirous  to  efcape  it,  and  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  bleflings  promifed  in  the  Mefliah, 
do  not  deceive  yourfelves  in  thinking  that  thofe 

*  They  were,  no  doubt,  fome  time  In  this  fufpenfe,  before 
John  refolves  them,  by  telling  them  that  he  was  not  the 
Chrift,  nor  even  worthy  to  unloofe  the  latchet  of  his  (hoes ; 
but  that  the  Chrift  was  quickly  to  follow  after  him. 

bleflings 
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blemngs  may  be  derived  to  you  by  inheritance. 
They  are  not  of  a  carnal  but  of  a  fpiritual  na- 
ture.    Nor  will  it  avail  you  any  thing  to  fay, 
"  we  have  Abraham  to  our  father  j"   and  are 
thereby  the  children  of  promife.     For  I  fay  unto 
you  that  unlefs  you  bring  forth  fruits  meet  for 
repentance ;  you  can  by  no  me^ins  inherit  thofe 
Promifes— «  For  God  is  able  of  thefe  ftones  to 
raife  up  children  to  Abraham  -,  and  in  them  fliall 
his  promifes  be  made  good,  if  not  in  you.   And 
you  muft  now,  without  delay,make  your  choice.*" 
"  For  the  ax  is  already  laid  to  the  root  of  tf 
trees ;  and  every  tree  that  bringeth   not  forth 
good  fruit  is  to  be  hewn  down  and  call  into  the 
fire." 

Such  an  alarming  denunciation  ftnick  the  peo- 
ple with  double  aftoniihment  j  and  they  preiTed 
ftill  more  eagerly  about  John,  crying— f  "what 
fhall  we  do  then ;"  to  efcape  this  ruin  and  ob- 
tain this  falvation  ?  «  He  anfwered  and  faid  un- 
to them,  he  that  hath  two  coats,  let  him  impart 
to  hmi  that  hath  none.     And  he  that  hath  meat 
let  him  do  likewife ;"  herein  ftrenuouOy  recom- 
mending the  univerfal  pradice  of  that  diflfufive 
chanty  and  benevolence,  which  are  a  main  foun- 
dation of  moral  virtue,  and  the  moft  acceptable 
fervice  we  can  render  to  our  adorable  Creator  f 

Among  others  who  prefled  forward,  on  this 
occafion,  came  the  Publicans,  a  fct  of  men  in- 
famous for  their  illegal  exadions  upon  the  peo- 


V-  7'8i$>.        f  V.  10,  II,  12,  13, 
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pie,  crying-"  Mafter,  what  fhall  we  do  ?"  Johr^, 
who  knew  their  charader,  ilrikes  boldly  at  their 
capital  vice  i    charging  them  by  their  hope  of 

faivation  and  their  dread  of  Ruin, "  exacl  no 

more  than  what  is  appointed  you"  by  lav/  •,  for 
how  fhall  you  begin  to  be  good,  till  you  ceafe 
to  be  unjull  ? 

Last  of  all  came  the  Soldiers  f,  "  demand- 
ing of  him  likewife,  faying— and  what  Ihail  we 
do  ?  he  faid  unto  them  do  violence  to  no  man, 
neither  accufe  any  falfcly,  and  be  content  with 
your  wages." 

•  Such  are  the  words  which  were  recommended 
to  me  as  the  fubjed  of  this  difcourfe.  And  had 
I  been  left  to  iny  own  choice,  I  could  not  have 
felcded  any  more  fuitable  to  my  purpofe.  For 
JDcing  delivered  by  divme  infpiration,  on  a  moll 
important  occafion  ;  namely,  when  the  foldiers 
themfelves  earneftly  requefted  to  know,  by  what 
means  they  might  efcape  the  tlireatened  lire  of 
God's  wrath,  and  obtain  faivation  through  tlie 
MefTiah,  we  may  be  lure  they  imply  in  them  the 
fundamental  parf^,  of  the  Chriftian  Soldier's 
Duty,  fo  far  at  !  *ft  as  relates  to  that  pf.rticular 
charader. 

I  SHALL  therefore  proceed  upon  them,  in  their 
natural  order.  With  diffidence,  however,  I  en- 
ter upon  my  fubjedt.  I  know  many  of  you  to 
be  men  of  diftinguiflied  underftanding ;  confcioiis 
of  the  dignity  of  your  ov/n  charader,  and  of  the 

t  V.  14. 
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glorious  caufe  wherein  you  are  engaged. .  And 
nothing  but  your  own  exprefs  delire,  could  eive 
ihe  courage  to  ofl^r  my  thoughts  concerning  any 
part  of  your  duty.  But,  being  invited  thereto, 
I  fhall  proceed  to  the  utmofl  of  my  abilities,  as 
tar  as  the  time  will  permit.  And,  whatever  may 
be  the  execution,  I  can  Mdy  fay  that  I  brin^ 
with  me  a  heart  zealous  for  the:  public-and  re" 
gardfulofyou! 

First,  then,  the  Chriftian-Soldier  is  to  "do 
Viorcnce  to  no  man." 

There  are  two  forts  of  violence  which  a  fol- 
dier  may  be  guilty  of  One  is  againft  thofe  who 
^re  lawfully  vefted  with  command  over  him 
This  IS  commonly  ftikd  Mutiny,  and  is  a  crime 
Of  the  moll  atrocious  nature ;  feldom  to  be  ex- 
piated but  by  the  Death  of  the  offender.  And 
as  God  is  a  God  of  order,  it  mull  be  peculiarly 
odious  to  him.  ^ 

Another  fort  of  Violence,  which  a  foklier 
maybe  guilty  of,  is  againfl  his  Fellow^fubjeds, 
Ihis  is  that  violence  more  immediately  meant 
in  the  text;  the  original  word  there,  fignifyinp- 
the  Ihaking  or  terrifying  a  man,  fo  as  to  force 
money  from  him  through  fear.  This  we  find 
exprefly  forbid  by  the  fpirit  of  Chriflianity,  un- 
der pain  of  forfeiting  the  Salvation  of  God  And 
we  may  glory  to  fay.  that  it  is  alfo  forbid  by  the 
mild  Ipirit  of  tiie  Britifh  conftitution  ' 

Our  Soldiery  are  armed  by  the  laws  of  their 

^  coun- 
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country,  and  fupported  by  the  community;  not 
to  command,  but  to  ferve  it-,  not  to  opprcfs, 
but  to  protedt,  it.  Should  they,  therefore,  turn 
their  Iword  againft  thofe  from  whom  they  derive 
their  authority,  and  thus  Violate  the  juft  rights 
even  but  of  one  Freeman,  who  contributes  to 
their  fupport — what  a  complication  of  guilt 
would  it  imply  ?  It  would  be  treachery !  It 
would  be  ingratitude !  Nay,  it  would  be  parri- 
cide! 

As  for  the  tyrants  of  mankind,  let  them 
(belying  heaven  and  pretending  an  authority 
from  God)  lead  forth  their  armed  flaves  to  plun- 
der, to  harrafs  and  to  dellroy  thofe  to  whom 
they  owe  protedion  !  Let  them  fill  thofe  lands 
with  Violence  and  Blood,  which  they  ought  to 
fill  with  Blefling  and  Joy  !  "  Verily  I  fay  unto 
you  they  fhall  have  their  reward."  For,  believe 
me,  fuch  a6lions  are  odious  to  heaven,  repug- 
nant to  the  gofpel;  and  God  will  certainly 
avenge  his  own  caufe  ! 

Happy  for  us,  we  rejoice  under  milder  in- 
fluences !  our  gracious  fovereign,  thro'  a  long 
and  profperous  reign,  has  never,  in  any  inflance, 
pftered  violence  to  the  rights  of  his  iubjedts ;  nor 
permitted  it  in  his  fervants.  The  Comman- 
ders placed  over  us,  in  our  prefent  diftrefs,  have 
fignalized  themfelves  as  patrons  of  juftice  and 
lovers  of  liberty.  Though  appointed  over  great 
armies,  among  a   people  long   accuflomed  to 

pro- 
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profound  peace,  jealous  of  their  privileges,  and 
fome  of  them  even  unreafonably  prejudiced 
againft  all  Force  and  Arms ;  yet  they  have  hap- 
piiy  reconciled  jarring  interells,  and,  with  all 
poffible  care,  fupported  the  Military,  without 
violating  the  Civil,  power. 

As  afignal  inllancc  of  the  harmony  arifine 
from  this  condua,  it  will  be  but  juftice  to  men- 
tion  you,  gentlemen,  whom  I  have  now  the  ho- 
nor to  addrefs.     You  have  been  among  us  for 
many  months.     Moll  of  you  were  at  firft  but  a 
raw  unformed  corps ;  and,  from  the  manner  of 
your  being  quartered  out  in  fmall  parties  among 
the  inhabitants  of  this  city,  difturbances  might 
have  been  expeded.     But  quite  the  reverfe  has 
been  the  cafe.    No  deeds  of  Violence  have  been 
ottered.     No  complainings  have  been  heard  in 
our  ftreets.      Your  condud  has    done   honor 
to  yourfelves,  and  to  thofe  who  have  tlie  Com- 
ttiand  our  you. 

All  I  ihall  add,  then,  on  this  head  is,  to  be- 
feech  you,  by  your  hopes  of  the  Gofpel-pro- 
mifes,  to  perfevere  in  the  fame  dutiful  inoffen- 
five  behaviour  towards  your  fellow-citizens,  in 
all  parts  of  your  future  condud.  And,  as  you 
can  never  be  led  to  deeds  of  Violence  by  any 
authority  appointed  over  you,  let  it  never  be  ' 
laid  that  your  own  choice  or  rallinefs  engaged 
you  in  them ;  fo  as  to  fubjed:  you  to  the  levere 
and   Ihameful  punilhments   denounced  againft 
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them,  by  the  laws  of  your  countiy  in  this  workt, 
and  by  the  Gofpel  of  Chrill  in  the  world  to 
come* 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  the  true 
meaning  of  the  words  "do  violence  to  no  man." 
I  know  there  are  fome  who  affect  to  underftand 
them  in  a  more  unlimited  fenfc  •,  as  containing 
a  general  prohibition  of  all  Force  and  Arms 
whatfoevcr.  But,  in  this,  they  are  neither  war- 
ranted by  fcripture  nor  reafon.  Nay,  the  very 
reverfe  is  evident  from  the  text  itfelf. 

The  Soldiers,  v/hom  Saint  John  addrefles, 
received  wages  for  fighting  and  bearing  arms 
againft  the  enemies  of  their  country.  He  ex- 
prefsly  enjoins  them  to  be  content  with  thofe 
wages.  But  this  he  never  would  have  done,  if 
the  fervice,  which  they  performed  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  wages,  had  been  that  identical  Vio- 
lence, which  he  fo  ftrongiy  prohibits  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  the  verfe.  They  muR-  indeed  be  very 
bold,  who  can  charge  the  fpirit  of  God  with  fuch 
a  Coutradi6{:ion ! 

But  the  fad  is  that — to  fupport  Juflice,  to 
maintain  Truth,  to  defend  the  goods  of  Provi- 
dence, to  reprefs  the  wild  fury  of  lawlefs  Inva-t 
ders,  and  by  main  force,  if  polTiblcj  to  extirpate 
oppreflion  and  wickednefs  from  the  earth,  ha$ 
never  been  accounted  Violence  in  any  language 
or  country.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  duty  to  the 
public,  and  mercy  to  thoufands  I 

If 
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If  Society  is  of  God's  appointment,  every 
th,ng  cITential  to  its  fubllftcnce  muft  be  fo-too 
for  he  that  onlains  tlie  end,  ordains  the  means! 
But  how  (hall  Society  fubfift,  if  we  are  to  fub- 
mit  to  the  um-ighteoi.s  encroachments  of  every 
reftlefs  Invader  ?  If  we  are  tamely  to  be  plunder- 
ed, tortured,  mafTacred  and  dcftroyed  by  thofe 
•■vho  covet  our  poffiffions  ?  has  God  given  us 

dmon  than  the  roaming  Savage,  or  the  Beaft  of 

We  all  allow,  in  common  cafes,  that  a  pub- 
ic Robber  may  be  fubdued  by  force  or  death 
rf  other  means  fail.  We  grant  alfo  that  thofe 
Who  invade  private  property  may  be  compelled 
0  reftitution  at  the  bar  of  juftice.  But  i/i„de 
pendent  ftates  have  injured  us,  to  what  bar  Ihall 
we  cite  them  >  who  lliall  conftrain  them  to  ap 

X  III  "'k^^T"'  •  "''  '^  '^'y  'hould  appear, 
wo  (hall  oblige  them  to  abide  by  the  fentencc 

opcnforee,  then,  muft  be  the  dernier  refort  ' 
And  ftrange  It  is  that  thofe  who  are  often  fo 
tigious  in  cafes  of  private  right,  ftould  affeft  ta 
be   he  moft  pa/Tive  in  what  concerns  the  righ^ 
of  the  community !  ^ 

iNfhort,  if  human  focieties  are  inilituted  for 
m  end  at  all,  independent  ftates  may  not  onX 
defend  their  rights  when  invaded ;  but  if  thev 
are  already  deprived  or  defrauded  rf  t  em  h  v 
m-V  demand  reftitution  in  the  loudeft  and  S 

^  3  iai- 


85         DISCOURSE    IV. 

importunate  manner-,  even  by  calling  for  it  in 
thunder  at  the  very  gates  of  their  enemy.  This 
is  often  the  Ihorteil  and  moft  merciful  method. 
Nor  is  it  doing  Violence  to  our  neighbours,  but 
juflice  to  ouri'elves,  and  tc  the  caule  of  Right, 
Liberty,  Virtue,  and  public  Safety  j  which  would 
othenvife  be  left  unavoidably  to  fuffer. 

It  were  indeed  fincercly  to  be  wilhed  that 
the  Gofpel  of  the  blefled  Jefus  might  have  fuch 
an  univerfal  influence  on  the  lives  of  all  men, 
as  to  render  it  no  more  neceflary  to  learn  the 
art  of  war.  But  alas !  this  r  a  degree  of  per- 
feftion  not  to  be  ho^  "d  for  in  the  prefent  ftate 
of  things,  and  only  to  be  looked  for  in  the  king- 
dom of  univerfal  Righteoufn'?fs.  Were  all  men 
arrived  to  fuch  a  degree  of  goodnefs  as  to  ren- 
der force  un neceflary,  then  alio  the  magifl:racyj 
the  laws,  and  every  thing  elfe  belonging  to  parti- 
cular focieties  in  this  world,  would  be  a  need- 
ji.efs  infl:itution.  But  as  long  as  particular  focie- 
ties  are  of  any  ufe,  fo  long  will  force  and  arms 
be  of  ufe  ;  for  the  very  end  of  fuch  focieties 
is  to  unite  the  force  of  individuals,  for  obtain-i 
ing  fafety  to  the  whole. 

Wpiat  I  have  already  faid  vvrill  convince  every 
reafonable  perfon  that  the  v/ofds — do  violence 
to  no  man — were  never  meant  as  a  general  pro- 
hibition of  all  force  and  arms  j  fo  often  neceflary 
in  this  embarraflfed  fcene  of  things.  As  for  thofe 
who  from  views  of  interefl:,  pretended  fcruples 
of  confcience,  and  I  know  not  v/hat  prejudices. 
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education,  ftill  fhut  their  eyes  againft  tho  cleareft 

light,  I  do  not  pretend  to  offer  arguments  for 

their  convi«flion. 
If  the  barbarities  that  have  been  committed 

around  them  •,    if  the  cries  of  their  murdered 
and  fuffering  brethren  j  if  their  country  fwim- 
mmg   in  biood  and  involved  in  an  expenfive 
war— if  thefc  things  have  not   already  pierced 
their  ftony  hearts,  and  coi    inced  their  deluded 
reafon,  that  their  principles  are  abfurd  in  idea 
and  criminal  in  praftice,  I  am  fu-  any  thino-  I 
might  ."^y  farther,  would  have  but  little  weight. 
I  fhall  01  Jy  beg  leave  to  remind  caem,  that  they 
will  have  this  caufe  to  plead  one  day  more  be- 
fore a  tribunal,   where  fubterfuges   will  ftand 
them  in  no  ftead  -,  and  where  it  will  be  well  if 
they  are  acquitted,  and  no  part  of  the  blood  that 
has  been  fpilt  is  required  at  their  hands. 

Having  found  it  neccfiary  to  dwell  fo  lono- 
on  the  former  part  of  the  text,  I  fhall  be  very 
brief  on  what  remains. 

The  Chriftian-foldier  is  forbid,  in  the  Second 
Place,  to  "  accufe  any  man  falfely." 

To  circumvent,  to  bear  down,  or  to  take 
away,  the  charader  of  another,  for  the  fake  of 
revenge,  profi;  or  preferment,  is  indeed  a  crime 
of  the  moll  unpardonable  nature.  It  feldom  ad- 
mits of  any  reparation,  and  ftrikes  at  the  very 
root  of  all  peace  and  faith  and  fociety  among 
men.  Surely,  then,  among  a  fociety  of  foldiers, 
^hQic  (Irength  confills  in  their  harmony,   and 
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whofe  peculiar  charafter  is  their  Honor  and 
Veracity,  fuch  a  pernicious  vice  Ihould  be  dif-. 
couragcd  ]■  an  eminent  degree,  as  tending  to 
their  immediate  ruin,  and  odious  both  to  God 
and  Man, 

In  the  Third  and  kfl  place,  the  Chriftian-fol- 
dier  is  to  be  content  with  his  wages. 

This  is  alfo  a  very  cffcntial  duty.  Nothing 
ought  to  be  more  inviolable  among  men  than 
the  performance  of  their  covenants.  Now,  be- 
tween tl\e  Britifli  flatc  and  its  foldiery,  there  is 
a  covenant  of  tlie  moft  facred  nature.  Tiiey 
voluntarily  cnlift  into  a  certain  fervice  for  certain 
wages.  Hiefe  wages  are  fufficient  for  a  com^ 
forcible  fubfiftencc.  The  Britifh  gover^imenc 
has  Mercy  in  its  whole  nature,  and  aH  its  ap- 
.pointments  are  liberal.  The  wages  of  our  com-r 
mon  foldiery  are  almoft  equal  to  thofe  of  the  in-r 
ferior  officers  in  many  other  fcrvices.  Surely 
then,  for  them  above  all  others,  to  be  difcon, 
tented  v/ith  thofe  wages,  to  negled  the  duty 
annexed  to  them,  or  to  be  faint-hearted  in  its 
performance,  would  argue  the  highcil  bafciiefs. 
It  would  be  breach  of  Faiih,  breach  of  honor, 
and  a  total  want  of  every  generous  affection. 

Moreover,  to  be  content  with  one's  Wages 
implies  alfo  a  faithful  application  of  them  to 
the  ufes  far  v/hich  they  are  gi\  en.  They  are  not 
to  be  fpent  in  riot  and  intemperance,  but  i^i 
keeping  the  body  neat,  cjVan,  healthy,  and  vicro- 
rouo  for  the  difcharge  of  its  duty.  Nailinefs  and 
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flovenlinefs  in  drefs  or  behaviour  arefure  marks 
of  a  mean  and  daftardly  temper.  The  man  who 
difregards  the  care  of  his  own  perfon,  which  is 
the  Image  of  his  maker,  can  have  neither  fpirit 
nor  grace  nor  virtue  in  him.  It  will  be  almoft 
impoITible  to  exalt  his  groveling  Soul  to  theper^ 
formance  of  any  great  or  heroic  adion. 

And  as  for  intemperance  in  a  foldier,  a  vice 
of  more  ruinous  conlequence  cannot  well  be  imL 
ginedi  or  rather  it  is  a  complication  of  all 
vices.  For  not  to  fay  that  it  generally  leads  to 
thofe  adls  of  Violence,  fo  fully  mentioned  above. 
It  IS  in  itlelf  a  manifeft  violation  of  every  tie  be' 
tween  the  Soldier  and  his  country. 

The  Soldier,  by  the  terms  of  his  enliflment 
configns  his  health,  llrength,  and  fervice  to  the 
pubhc,  m  confideration  of  his  receiving  certain 
wages.     Now  for  him  to  fpend  thofe  wages  in 
enervating  or  dedroying  that  very  health  and 
ftrength  for  which  they  are  given  him,  would  be 
robbery  of  the  public  !  nay,  defertion  itfelf  is  not 
a  greater  crime ;  and  nothing  but  the  mercy  of 
our  laws,  in  compamon  to  the  frailties  of  hu 
man  nature,   could  have  made  the  punifhment 
of  the  one  lefs  than  that  of  the  other.    For  a  fol, 
dier  may  as  well  be  found  abfent  from  his  poll 
or  afleep  on  it,  as  be  found  on  it  in  a  condi! 
Uon  wlucii  renders  liim  unfit  for  the  dufies  of 
It. 

_    In  fliort,  difcontent,  floth,  murmuring  and 
intemperance,    hxvt  been  the  bane  of  many  gi 
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powerful  army,  and  have  often  drawn  down  the 
divine  difpleafure,  by  giving  them  up  to  cer- 
tain  ruin. 

Upon  the  whole  then,  we  may  conclude  from 
the  text,  that  the  particular  duty  of  chriftian 
foldiers  confiils  chiefly  in— Obedience  to  thofe 
who  are  appointed  to  command  them ;  a  re- 
fpedful  inoftenfive  Behaviour  to  thofe  who  fup- 
port  and  maintain  them  •,  ftria:  Honor  and  un- 
fhaken  Veracity  towards  one  another ;  Tempe- 
rance, Sobriety,  Cleanlinefs,  and  Contentment 
in  their  private  character ;  and  a  fleady,  bold 
and  chearful  difcharge  of  whatever  fervice  their 
King  and  Country  may  require  of  them. 

I  SAID  that  theL-  things  conftitute  the  parti- 
cular duty  of  foldiers,  confidered  as  fuch.  But 
here  let  it  be  remembered,  that  no  fpecial  in- 
jundions  of  this  kind  to  any  certain  order  of 
men  can  pofTibly  exempt  them  from  the  general 
precepts  of  the  gofpel.  Though  the  text  be 
addrefled  particularly  to  the  foldiers,  confidered 
in  that  charader ;  yet  as  they  are  alfo  Men  and 
Creatures  of  God,  they  are  equally  called  (in 
the  eleventh  verfe  for  inftance)  to  the  pradice  of 
univerlal  benevolence  and  chanty,  with  the 
whole  body  of  the  people,  whereof  they  are  a 
'  part,  and  to  whom  that  verfe  is  direded. 

Thus  I  have  finifhed  what  I  propofed  from 
the  text. 

Amd  now,  gentlemen  Officers,  you  will  per- 
mit me  to  addrei*s  the  remainder  of  this  difcourfe 

more 
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more  immediately  to  you.  I  know  you  love 
your  King  and  Countiy,  I  know  you  regard 
thofe  men  under  your  command,  and  would 
wilh  to  fee  them  fhining  in  the  praClice  of  thofe 
virtues  which  I  have  been  recommending.  But 
yet,  after  cvll,  this  mull,  in  a  great  meafure,  de- 
pend upon  yourfelves. 

If,  then,  you  would  defire  to  have  any  tie  up- 
on their  confciences ;  if  you  would  wifli  to  fee 
.them  ad  upon  principle,  and  give  you  any 
other  hold  of  them  than  that  of  mere  command- 
let  me.  Oh  let  me  befecch  you,  to  cultivate  and 
propagate  among  them,  with  your  whole  in- 
fluence and  authority,  a  fublime  fenfe  of  Reli- 
gion, Eternity,  and  Redeeming-Love  !  Let  the 
bright  profpefts  of  the  Gofpel  of  Jefus  be  placed 
full  before  their  eyes ;  and  let  its  holy  precepts 
be  inculcated  frequently  into  their  hearts ! 

But,  above  all  things,  let  the  adorable  name 
of  the  everlafting  Jehovah  be  kept  facred  among 
^ou  !  Glorified  angels  fall  proftrate  before  itT 
The  very  devils  themfelves  tremble  at  it !  And 
Ihall  poor  worms  of  earth  •,  dependent  on  a  pulfe 
for  every  breath  of  being  -,  furrounded  with  dan- 
gers innumerable ;  marching  forth  in  the  very 
"  ihadow  of  death  i'*  to-day  here,  and  to-mor- 
rpw  in  eternity— -fliall  they  dare  to  blafpheme 
that  holy  name,  before  which  all  nature  bends 
in  adoration  and  awe  ?  Shall  they  forget  their 
abfolute  dependence  upon  it  for  all  they  have^ 
and  all  they  hope  to  have  ? 

Alas* 
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^  Alas  !  when  the  Name  of  our  Greai  Crealor 
Js  become  thus  familiar,  and  proftituted  to  every 
common  fubjed,  what  name  fhall  we  invoke  in 
the  day  of  danger?  to  what  refuge  ihall  we  fly 
amidil-  the  various  preiliires  of  life  ?  to  whofe 
mercy  fliail  v/e  lii^  up  our  eyes  in  the  hour  of 
death  ?  and  mto  whofe  bofom  confign  our  fouls 
y^'aizn  we  launch  forth  into  the  dark  precinds 
or  httrnity  ? 

Once  more,  then,  I  beicech  you,  let  the  name 
ot  the  I  ora  be  holy  among  you ;  elfc  liave  you 
no  fure  foundation  for  virtue  or  goodnefs  ;.  none 
ior  dependence  upon  providence  j  none  for  the 
fan^ity  of  an  oath  j  none  for  faith,  nor  truth, 
nor^"  obedience  for  Confcience-lake." 

Next  to  religion  and  a  fovereign  regard  to 
the  honor  and  glory  of  your  great  Creator,  it 
will  be  ot  the  utmoil  importance  to  cuhivate 
in  yourfelves  and  tliofe  under  you,  a  noble,  man- 
ly, and  rational  f  Enthufiafm  in  the  glorious 
cauie  wherein  you  are  engaged ;  founded  on  a 
thorough  conviction  of  its  being  the  caufe  of 
Jufticc,  the  Proteflant-caufe,  the  caufe  of  Vir-, 
tue  and  Freedom  on  earth. 

Animated  by  this  fubiime  principle,  what 
v/onders  have  not  Britons  performed  ?  How 
have  they  rifen,  the  terror  of  tlie  earth ;  the  pro- 
tectors of  the  OpprelTed;  the  avengers  of  Juf-, 
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tice,    and  the  fcourge  of  tyrants  ?   How  have 
the  fons  of  Rapine  and  Violence  flirunk  before 
them,  confounded  and  o'erthrown  ?     Witnefs 
ye  Danube  and  Sambre,  and  thou  Boyn   crim' 
foned  in  blood !  bear  witnefs  and  fay^what  was 
It  that  fired  our  Williams  and  our  Marlborouo-hs 
to  deeds  of  immortal  renown  ?  What  was  it  that 
fteeled  their  hearts  with  courage,    and  cda;cd 
their  fwords  with  vidory?   Was  it  not,  under 
Ood,  an  animatmg  convidion  of  the  juftice  of 
their  caufe,   and   an  unconquerable  paffion  for 
Liberty,     and    the   purity  of    the   Proteilant 
laith  f  ? 

And  do  you  think  now,  gentleman,  that  the 
caufe  wherein  you  are  engaged  is  lefs  honor- 
able, lefs  important;  or  that  lefs  depends  on 
the  Iword  you  draw  ?  No,  gentlemen  I  I  will 
pronounce  it  before  Heaven  and  Earth  that 
trom  the  days  of  our  Alfreds,  our  Edwards,  and 
our  Henries  downwards,  tiie  Britiili  fword  was 
never  unlheathed  in  a  more  glorious  or  more  di- 
vine  caufe  than  at  prefent ! 

f  Never  were  ti.e  ncble  efTcds  of  this  fuolme  nrinciple  fo 
confpicuous  as  at  the  glorious  baule  of  thcBoyn.  Hcic  ou,  arent 
thliverer  king  William,  with  a  Imall  army,  routed  a  much  fu-  ' 
pcnor,  and  perhaps  othervvife  a  betierone.  There  was  ov.ly 
this  difrerence.  The  one  fought  for  liberty,  for  religion,  and 
theu-  coumry;  ar.d  were  ardent  in  their  caule,  from  a  convi-- 
tion  of  it3  juflice.  The  other  fcool.t  in  defence  of  tyranny 
having  iKtle  of  their  own  to  lo.'e,  x,d  no  fleady  principle  to 
ad  upon. 
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Look  round  you  !  behold  a  country,  vaft  in 
extent,  merciful  in  its  climate,  exuberant  in  its 
foil,  the  feat  of  plenty,  the  garden  of  the  Lord  ! 
behold  it  given  to  us  and  to  our  pofterity,  to 
propagate  Virtue,  to  cultivate  ufeful  arts,   and 
to  fpread  abroad  the  pure  Evapgelical  Religion' 
of  Jefus !  behold  colonies  founded  in  it !     Fro- 
tejtant  Colonies  !    Free  Colonies !    Britijh  Colo- 
nies!  Behold  them  exulting  in  their  Liberty ; 
fiourilhing   in  Commerce;   the  Arts  and   Sci- 
ences planted  in  them  •,  the  Gofpel  preached ; 
and  in  fhort  the  feeds  of  happinefs  and  glory 
firmly  rooted,  and  growing  up  among  them ! 

But,  turning  from  this  profped  for  a  moment, 
look  to  the  o^her  hand !  dired  your  eyes  to  the 
weftward ;  there  behold  Popifh  Perfidy,  French 
Tyranny,  and  Savage  Barbarity,  leagued  in  tri- 
ple combination,  advancing  to  deprive  us  of 
thofe  exalted  Bleffings,  or  to  circumfcribe  us 
in  the  poffclTion  of  them,  and  make  the  land 
too  fmall  for  us  and  the  increafing  multitude  of 
bur  poilerity ! 

Oh  Britons!  O  Chriflians !  what  a  profpefb 
is  this  !  'tis  odious  to  the  view,  and  horrible  to 
relate.  See,  in  the  van,  a  fet  of  fierce  Savages 
hounded  forth  againft  us,  from  their  dark  lurk- 
ing places ;  brandiiliing  their  murderous  knives ; 
fparing  neither  age  nor  fex ;  neither  the  hoary 
fire,  nor  the  hopeful  fon;  neither  the  tender 
virgin,    nor  the  helplefs  babe.     Ten  thoufand 

furies 
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furies  follow  behind  and  clofe  up  the  fcene ! 
grim  Superftition,  lording  it  over  Confcience ! 
bloody  Perfecution,  fnaking  her  iron  fcourge  ! 
and  gloomy  Error,  feducing  the  unwary  foul  I 
while,  in  the  midft,  and  all  around,  is  heard  the 
voice  of  Lamentation  and  Mourning  and  Woe; 
Religion  bleeding  under  her  ftripes !  Virtue  ba- 
nifhed  into  a  corner !  Commerce  bound  in  chains 
and  Liberty  in  fetters  of  iron  !  ' 

But  look  again,  gentlemen !  bctv/een  us  and 
thofe  evils,  there  is  yetafpace  or  gap  left  f  and, 
in  that  gap,  among  others,  you  Hand ;  a  glorious' 
phalanx !  a  royal  f  Corps  formed  by  the  bell 
of  Kings  for  the  nobleft  of  purpofesf— formed 
to  be  the  avengers  of  Liberty  and  protedors  of 
juftice  in  this  New  world ! 

And  now  is  not  my  affertion  proved  ?    Con- 
fidered  in  this  light,  does  it  not  appear  to  your- 
felves  that  never,  from  the  firft  of  time,  was  a 
body  of  Britons  engaged  in  a  more  glorious 
caufe  than  you  are  at  prefent ;  nor  a  caufe  on 
whofe   iflue  more  depends  ?    You  are  not  led 
forth   by  wild  ambition, '  nor  by  ill-grounded 
claims  of  right,  nor  by  falfe  notions  of  glory 
But,   configned  to  you  is  the  happinefs  of  the 
prefent  age  and  of  late  pofterity.    You  wear  up- 
on  your  fwords  every  thing  that  is  dear  and  va- 
luable to  us,  as  Men  and  as  Chriftians.     And 
upon  your  fuccefs  it  depends,  perhaps,  whether 
^  +  This  Corps  ccnfifted  chiefly  of  the  ro^-al  J^nerican  Regi. 
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the  pure  religion  of  the  ^ofne]    ffre.,^- 
corrupted  fron.  its  facred  lurce   ItionT^  ""^ 
ral,  and  divine,  together  w^h  i  ^  '^'  "''" 

concomitant  bUnTl^U^    n''7  '"^  ^"  '^'^ 

over  thefe  Amer   .f '  ^"^^^^^  ^"  extended 

"cie  /imencan  regions :   or  whprhp.r  ^i 

i^aJl  return  into  the  b?ndap-e  of  Hi         ^^'^^^ 

darknefs  of  error  forever!   ^    of  idolatry,  and 

In  fuch  an  exalted  and  divine  rinf.    i  . 
hearts  betrav    nn   ^^  u  ^"^^'  ^^^  your 

pimilh  us  for  our  fins,  yet  we  may  evmW  truft 

juie,  Djt  that  It  IS  his  gracious  purcoft  in 
aue  nn,e,  ,p  add  to  the  refonned'^church  of 
CJinft,  "  the  Heathen  for  an  ir.heritan  e  an  J 
the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth  for  a^oSt 

Go  forth  then,  with  humble  boldncfs,  as  men 
confaous  that  their  deligns  are  appr;ved  S" 
God  And  oh!  if  pcrcl,ance  your  feetftaU 
touch  thofe  fields  that  have  already  drank  in 
the  blood  of  the  Slain,  and  have  bd.e  d  yo  " 
brethren  exp,nng  in  all  the  variety  of  woe^ 
gently,  oh  gently  tread  among  their  f  uncoffin- 


^    IV. 

ftreaming  im- 
PationaJ,  mo- 
erty  and  all  its 
'y  be  extended 
_  whether  they 
"idolatry,  and 

-aiife,  let  your 
nmanly  fears, 
dark  againll 
'y  think  fit  to 
y  firmly  truft 
le  Proteftant- 
■  Purpofe,  in 
•d  church  of 
sritance,  and 
^or  a  polfef- 

^'^c^s,  as  men 
approved  of 
'r  feet  Ihall 
ly  drank  in 
beheld  your 
{  of  woe — 
t  uncoifin- 

was  delivered, 
on  da  Quefne 
1  the  defenfivs 
')  wereprefent 
Under  Bri&a- 
r>  literally  fal- 
'pilygot  pof- 
feiilon 
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W  bones !  drop  a.  tear  over  their  fcattered  afhef 
ilnd  give  a  moment's  paufe  for  reflerion  -     I 
will  touch  the  hearr  wiri,  .       "'renexion!     It 

fruitful  fource  of  murTf^ft™''^'  ^^  ^^  " 

>n  an  unguarded  hour,  and  done  wilho.t  tr 
vocation ;  and  done  w.>h  oU  *u       ^^^'^^"^  P^o- 

infernal  t;rturefa"nVte't5r^^^^ 

^Hef^thofLtsidrL-Tbrr: 

feffion  of  the  Fort  in  November,  i^cS    a  i 

gahela  to  bury  the  fad  rem.;       r^     '  ^""^'^  ^^^''^  ^onon- 
o  wuijf  mc  laa  remains  of  theHMri  »k-,»  t.  j  i  • 

JPvvards  of  three  years.     This  wa    trufvl  "^  ^''"  '^"« 

folemnfcene;  made  yet  more  Tk  ''"'^  * '"°v>"g  and  very 

--0.  their  .hers,lSi:;^-^--^^^ 

^iS;:^;:^eyr:^;^:j^;Ss!v^ 

-  that  Germanicus  aL  J  !£  t  "'^  "'"  '^"» 
foreftofTeutoburgium  wheJh  '  ^«v,ng  come  near  the 
«nd  the  lepionfe  had  iTn' r  ^  "^P""  '^^  bones  of  Varus 

re/Ted  with\  tendleTtfpi;^",^^^^^^^^^^  they  became pof! 
nien.    In  performing  thi!  Ill  ^"' '°  *^=""  ^^ountry- 

<i'-ftinguin,whethT  L  J  I,  ';'^^  "no  one,  fays  he.  could 
Granger,  or  thofe  ^f  a  klnfml  I  ^?"""^"  -mains  of  a 
a«  their  friends,  the  loh^.l^  '  7  '"  '°''^'^'''^  *^  ^»^°I« 
r^fentments  agaiall  the  foe.-  "''    «'ith  heightened 
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profefling  the  name  of  chriftUns — good  heaven ! 
what  is  it  ?  words  cannot  paint  the  anguifh  of 
the  thought ;  and  human  nature  ftartles  from  ic 
with  accumulated  horror ! 

Rise  Indignation  !  rife  Pity !  rife  Patriotifm ! 
and  thou  Ix)rd  God  of  Righteoufnefs,  rife! 
avenge  our  bleeding  caufc !  fupport  Juftice,  and 
extirpate  perfidy  and.  cruelty  from  the  earth  f 
infpire  thofe  men,  who  now  go  forth  for  their 
King  and  Country,  with  every  fpark  of  the  mag- 
nanimity of  their  forefathers !  the  fame  our  caufe, 
the  fame  be  its  ilTue !  Let  our  enemies  know 
that  Britons  will  be  Britons  ftill,  in  every  clime 
and  age !  and  let  this  American  world  behold 
alfo  thy  Salvation ;  the  work  of  the  Lord  for 
his  Inheritance !  Even  fo ;  rife  Lord  God  of 
Hofts  !  rife  quickly !  Amen  and  Amen, 


,*^r*^r*^(*^/*^ 
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A     PRAYER 

On  the  fame  Occafion. 
ATHER  of 


all 


Prefcrve 
-i^irftancl  Bcft' 
praifeand  glory  be  afcribed  unto 
hiadc 


of  all!  thou  Firfl 


r  of  all  I  Judgd 

of  Beings  I  all 

thee,  who  halt 

and  h.a    ''^  }'  °^  ^'"^^"S  ""^  ^°^i"g  thee; 
and  haft  mvited  us  to  fly  to  the  throne  of  thy 

Mercy  for  aid  and  diredion  -n  all  our  undert  k! 

ngs    and  deliverance  in  all  our  dangers.  Surelv 

hat  heart  muft  be  loft  to  every  nobler  feXl^ 

that   does   not  fee  and  adore  thy  unfpeakZ 

goodnefs  towards  the  children  of  menT 

We  fee  and  we  adore  it,  O  thou  Kine  of  V. 
tions  I  ftruck with  the  tranfcendent  Ma  efy  o^^^^^^ 
perfeftions,  confcious  of  our  own  unwoS 
and  relying  on  the  merits  of  thy  ever  S' 
Son,  weproftrate  ourfelves  in  the  dut  'befte 
thy  glorious  prefence;  fearin<r  vetln 
trembling,  yet  adoring?  ^'    ^^^  Wing; 

We    confefs,    OLord!  that  thou  h^iV  A^ 

Ihou  haft  indeed  given  us  a  goodly  heritae-e 
»d  the  power  of  thy  glory  hath  often  S^/ 
ed  us  ngnally  in  the  days  of  our  dan"er     I," 

have  w/h    t      r  ^°"'  °^  tranfgrefllons 

i-sve  fpread  themr  .veswider  and  wider  among 
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us.  Thou  haft  vifited  us  for  thefe  things,  and 
lent  thy  Judgments  upon  the  earth,  but  ftill  we 
have  net  learned  Righteoiilhefs  •,  and  juftly  might 
our  unworthineis  provoke  thee  to  remove  from 
us  our  ineftimablc  privileges,  both  civil  and  re- 
ligious. 

Yet  ftill,  though  we  have  finned  againft  hea-- 
yen  and  before  thee,  we  will  truft  in  thy  pater- 
nal mercy — and  we  know  in  what  we  truft. 
Thine  ear  is  not  heavy  that  it  carnot  hear,  nor 
thy  hand  (hortened  that  it  cannot  fave  \  and  there 
is  fufficiency  in  the  blood  of  the  Redeemer! 
fuffer  us,  therefore,  O  merciful  Futher,  in  this 
day  of  our  vifitation,  to  throw  ourfelves  upon 
the  merits  of  thfe  ever-bJefled  Jefus ;  humbled 
under  thy  chaftifements ;  confeffrng  and  be- 
wailing our  paft  offences,  both  public  and  pri- 
vate •,  and  befeeching  thy  divine  grace  to  revive 
among  us  a  fpirit  of  primitive  piety,  integrity 
and  virtue ! 

But  oh  I  above  all,  and  as  the  foundation  of 
all,  infpfre  us  witfi  an  awful  reverence  of  thy 
glorious  majefty.  Give  us  an  unfhaken  Loyalty 
to  our  gracious  fovereign  -,  and  a  prevailing  love 
and  veneration  for  our  excellent  Conftitution, 
civil  and  religious  2.vA  is  often  as  we  are  called 
more  immediately  to  <i]:  'ear  in  ucfence  of  it,  O 
grant  that  in  luch  a  glorious  caufe  we  may 
betray  no  unmanly  fears  j  but  ad  the  part  of 
Britons  and  of  Freemen  j  going  forth  devoted 
cither  to  death  or  to  vidoryj  and  fcorning  a 
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l^t  thiit  istobf  purchaTcd  at  the  exprnce  of  the 
Protcftant  Religion  and  our  National  Privi-" 
leges ! 

r.i!„"v'   *"^  '°"S  P"=^<="'^  our  rightful  fove- 

all  his  alliances !  furround  h.m  with  Cgunfellors 
of  a  true  uncorrupted  Britilh  Spirit,  men  faga- 
cous  to  difcover,  and  ftedfaft  to  purfue    thdr 

c^es  againft  his  perfon  and  government ;  whether 

tZZTr:  "^"i  ^'y^''  ''''mimftration  be 
fteady !  fteady  m  the  caufe  of  liberty  l  fteadv 

in  promoting  the  public  welfare !  fteady  in  o/ 
pofing  the  enemies  of  ourZion!  and  may  X" 
i-ates  of  hell  never  prevail  againft  it  I 

For  this  end,  O  Lord,   give  fuccefs  to  his 
*rms  both  by  fea  and  land,  and  favour  our  rich 
teous  caufe!    g.ve  courage,  conduft  and  i«e- 
gnty  to  our  commanders,  and  "thofe  who  turn 

ner,  bie.s  all  thofe  who  go  forth  for  the  Prote 
ilant-caufe,  m  this  American  World  i  make  them 
.nftrumental  in  preferving  among  us  and  fp   Id 

Til   /o  ,?•  "°"'  ^'^"'■"'g^  of  Liberty  and  un 
defiled  Rehg,on.    And  thou  that  ftiUeft  the  r  '  e 
of  the  ocean,  and  the  tumults  of  the  peopfe 
ipeak  peace  to  the  rage  of  our  implacable  S 
t!^'T':"^  bring  this  expenfive  war  tol 
ftft  and  fpeedy  .flue,  May  we  foon  b.  deLred 

^  3  froifl 
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from  all  our  fears,  and  peace  be  reftored  in  all 
our  borders, 

May  thefe  men  here  prefent,  who  now  go 
forth  in  our  caufe,  be  returned  fafe  to  our  friend- 
ihip,  crowned  with  triumph  and  vixf^ory  j  that  they 
and  we  together  may  afterwards  ferye  and  adore 
thee  without  fear,  in  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs 
before  thee^  all  the  remainder  of  our  days  !  Hear 
us,  O  heavenly  father,  for  thyfon  Jefus  Chrift's 
fake,  to  whom  with  thee  and  the  Holy  Ghoft, 
one  Qod,  be  the  kingdom  and  tlie  power  and  the 
^lory,  world  without  end ! 


•*    *    * 
*     * 
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DISCOURSE    V. 

The  Duty  of  prailing  God  for  fignal  Mer- 
cies and  Deliverances. 

PREACHeo,  September  17,  1758. 

On  Occafion  of  the  remarkable  Succefs  of 
His  Majesty's  Arms  in  Amjerica, 
during  that  Campaign. 

EXOD.    XV.     I. 

/  W//  J»g  unto    the  Lord',  for  he  hath 
triumphed  glorioujly. 

IF  we  look  back  to  the  records  of  antiquity 
we  Ihali  find  that  fome  of  the  oldeft  and 
moft  exalted  con.pofitions  of  men,  are  Son^s  of 
praife  and  extafy  to  their  great  Creator.       "^ 

_There  is  fomething  in  Poetry  and  Muficad- 
mirably  fuited  to  divine  fubjeds ;  and  it  is  na- 
tural for  the  foul,  when  ftruck  with  any  thin^ 
furprizingly  Great,  Good,  or  New,  to  break  forth 
beyond  the  common  modes  of  fpeech,  into  the 
molt  rapturous  turns  of  expreffion ,  accompa^ 
nied  with  correfpondent  attitudes  of  body  and 
modulations  of  voice.  Even  the  untutored  fa. 
vages  around  us   furniih  flriking  examples  of 
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^  Hence  it  is,  that  Poetry  and  Mufic  were  ori, 
ginally  coHfined  to  the  immediate  praifes  of  the 
Deity  i    and  the  beft   and  wifeft  men,   of  all 
ages,  have  had  recourfe  to  divine  Hymns  and 
fpiritual  Songs,  in  the  effufions  of  their  fouls 
before  the  almighty  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth. 
Ere  yet  temples  were  built,  perhaps,  or  fixed 
hours  of  devotion  fet  apart;  when  the  voice  of 
Confcience  could  be  heard,  and  the  bufy  fcenes 
of  art  had  not  yet  fecjuced  away  the  attention  of 
man  ;  the  great  progenitors  of  our  race,  as  they 
tended  their  flocks  on  from  pafture  to  pafture, 
no  doubt,  often  felt  their  hearts  rapt  into  this 
kind  of  facred  extafy,  and  poured  them  forth  in 
unpremeditated  ftrains  before  the  Lord.  When- 
ever they  received  any  fign^l   inftance  of  Al- 
mighty Goodnefs ;  whenever  any  furprifing  ef- 
fedt  of  Almighty  Power  ftruck  their  fight  and 
kmdled  admiratioi];   that  aufpicious   rnqment, 
they,  doubtlefs,  embraced  and  adored  the  invifi- 
ble  hand  from  which  the  whole  proceeded  •  the 
hand  that  formed  the  earth,  the  fun  and  moon, 
which  they  beheld;  that  hung  the  clouds  in  air  j 
that  charged  their  bofoms  with  treafufes,   and 
bade  them  drop  down  in  fatnefs  to  rejoice  herb 
and  beafl  and  man. 

These  fi.iblime  exercifes  may  be  confidered 
as  the  exprefs  infpirations  of  God  himfelf,  be- 
ipg  nothing  elfe  but  tl- ;  fecret  agency  of  hi;; 
grace,  through  the  means  of  his  works,  on  the 
hearts  of  men,  in  thefe  early  days  of  fimplicity; 
and,    as  this  was  the  firft  fource  of  Poetry,  it 

were 
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were  to  be  wifhed  that  flie  had  never  defcended 
beneath  her  high  original.  It  were  to  be  wilhed 
that,  among  all  our  other  improvements,  we  had 
not  too  much  improved  away  this  pure  primi- 
tive mtercourfe,  with  the  Father  of  Light  and 
Spirits  !  Yet  ftill,  we  are  to  refled  that  this  is 
aworldofimperfedion;  and  that,  as  there  are 
advantages,  fo  there  are  alfo  inconveniences,  in- 
^ident  to  every  ftage  of  its  progrefs  from  origi- 
nal  fimplicity  to  its  laft  ftate  of  refinement. 

But,  to  proceed  on  our  fubjed ;  fome  of  the 
molt  beautiful  pieces  of  divine  poefy  are  kft  us 
by  the  eaftern  nations,  and  efpecially  by  the 
Hebrews ,  withwhofe  compofitions  of  this  kind 
we  are  more  direftly  concerned,  as  they  are  pre< 
ierved  for  us  in  our  Bibles. 

Now,  of  all  that  we  read  there,  one  of  the 
moft  exalted  is  the  So,g  o/Mofes,  from  which  I 
have  taken  my  text;  compofed  in  a  tranfoort 
ot  joy,  admiration  and  gratitude,  when  he  be- 
held  the  Mighty  One  of  Ifrael  divide  the  great 
deep,  and  lead  his  people  thro'  on  dry  ground 
^This  was  a  fubjeft  marvellous  indeed,   and 
aftonifhing  beyond  a  parallel !     At  the  bjaft  of 
th^  noftrils  of  the  God  of  heaven,  the  courfe  of 
nature  was  controuled.     The  waters  divided  be- 
fore the  Lord.     They  left  their  channel  in  the 
heart  of  the  fea.     They  were  gathered  up,  on 
cither  fide,  wave  on  wave,  heap  on  heap ;  and 
kood  congealed  in  liquid  mountains  at  the  nod 
of  the  Almighty.    The  Children  of  Ifrael  pafied 
through.     Immediately  the  ^yaters  elofed  with 
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irrefiftible  fury.  Pihamoh*s  proud  hoft  was  co- 
vered, overwheljcned,  confumedj  as  a  ftonc  that 
^ks  to  the  bottom — 

"  Then  fang  Mofes  and  the  Children  of  If- 
rael  this  Song  unto  the  Lord,  faying  (each  for 
himfelf)  /  wiilftng  unt-o  the  Lord,  fw  he  hath  tri- 
umphed glorioufiy.  The  horfe  and  his  rider  hath 
he  thrown  into  die  Sea.  The  Lord  is  my 
ftrength,  and  my  ibng ;  znd  he  is  become  my 
falvation.  He  is  my  God,  and  I  will  prepare 
him  a  habitation ;  my  father's  God,  and  I  will 
exalt  him.  The  Lord  is  a  man  of  war ;  the 
Lord  is  his  name  !" 

In  fuch  llrains  as  thefe  did  the  raptured  lea- 
der of  Ifrael,  and  all  his  followers,  celebrate  the 
God  of  their  Fathers,  on  their  deliverance  from 
the  rage  of  Pharaoh,  leaving  an  example  for  the 
imitation  of  all  ages,  on  the  like  occafions  j  and, 
indeed,  every  civilized  people,  into  whofe  hands 
this  Song  hath  fallen,  have  been  lavifh  in  its 
praifes.  Its  abrupt  and  beautiful  beginnino-, 
its  pious  and  fervent  conclufion,  and  the  fub- 
lime  fentiments  and  grand  imagery  that  prevail 
through  the  whole,  juflly  render  it  a  divine  ftan- 
dard  for  all  compofitions  of  the  like  kind. 

In  difcourfmg  further  from  that  part  of  it, 
which  I  have  taken  as  my  prefent  fubjed,  two 
things  readily  offer  themfelves  to  be  done — 

First,  to  enforce  the  general  dutyofprai- 
fmg  God  at  all  times,  for  his  general  works  of 
providence ;  and  to  point  out  the  good  effc6l$ 
thereof  on  the  temper. 

Secondly, 
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SjoONDLy,  ,0  Ihew  the  particular  duty  of 
praifing  him  on  particular  occafions,  for  fisnal 
mercies  and  deliverances.  ^ 

Th£  latter  of  thefe  is  'wtwt  I  hav«  now  more 
^mediately  in  view,  the  former  being  a  ma,^ 
bufinefs  of  all  our  Preaching.     But  a  fel  w^rd^ 

vours  conferred  demand  a  return  of  gratitude 
and  we  can  fcarce  think  of  the  man,  Iho,  even* 

L  infenlTT/"''"^'  "'*  ■"'"  '"'^  '''■"& S 
Jsintenfible  of  favours,  or  returns  evil  for  eood 

the  gu.lt  of  fuch  a  conduft  encreafed,  when  it 

:nntnt:?^'"^^^^°^--^«f^'^-X 

ftaidTo  Got ''i;"!'  '"-"'  '■''"'°"  '"  ^hich  we 
itand  to  God,  whether  as  our  Creator,  our  Pre 

ferver,  our  Redeemer,  or  our  Judge;  much  do 
we  mve  to  him!  much  have  we  To  hope    and 
much  to  fear  from  him !    In  all  thefe  rda  ions 
an'd'S'^^""*^  ''  °~^  adoration 
When  we  confider  him  as  rifmg  up  from 
h.s  myftenous  Eternity,  to  fpeak  a  w1>ole  worS 
into  being;    when,  through  the  eye  of  faith 
we  behold  him  feated  on  the  throne  If  his  S 
potence   deahng  abroad  happinefs  to  his  vaft  fa- 
mily of  heaven  and  earth— Seraphs  and  Cherubs 
Angels  and  Principalities,  IMen  and  living  crea' 
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tures— in  proportion  to  their  vario^is  capacities 
to  receive  it ;  when  we  behojd  him  condefc^nd- 
ing  to  govern  the  affairs  of  the  wniverfe,  and 
carrying  on,  from  the  beginning,  one  great 
fcheme  of  providence  for  accomplilhing  his 
own  divine  purpofes  of  love  towards  us  -,  when, 
for  this  end,  we  find  him  vouchfafing  the  grace  of 
his  lioly  fpirit  to  aid  and  fupport  the  Juft,  and 
no.t  fparing  even  the  Son  of  his  bofom  to  re  deem 

and  reftore  the  Fallen ; 1  fay,  when  we  con- 

fider  thefe  things,  is  it  pofiible  for  us  to  with- 
hold the  juft  tribute  of  pur  wonder,  Jove,  grati, 
tude  and  adoration  ? 

But,  befides  thefe  powerful  arguments,  we 
are  likewife  to  remember  that  the  immediate ' 
worfhip  of  the  Diety  is  undoubtedly  the  nobleft 
and  moft  improving  exercife  of  our  rational  na- 
ture.    The  foul  of  man,  in  this  uncertain  ftate 
of  things,    is  as  it  were  confined  from  home ; 
and,  unlefs  when  tending  towards  her  center,  by 
contemplating  and  adoring  the  great  fource  and 
pnodel  of  all  perfeftion,  Ihe  can  find  no  lafting 
happinefs,  but  is  diftrafted  by  falfe  hopes  and 
lalfe   fears.     There  is  not  in  al|  the  univerfe, 
excepting  God,  an  objed  capable  of  fully  fatis- 
fying  the  intelledual  and  moral  powers  of  the 
foul  i  and  therefore  it  behoves  her  much  to  foai;  ' 
often  above  this  enfnaring  mafs  of  earthly  defires, 
and  to  ftrive  for  communion  with  him,  who  is 
her  fupreme  good. 

The  beft  of  men  have  found  their  chief  com- 
fort to  confift  in  exercifes  of  this  kind  j  and  thole 

elevated 
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elevated  flights  of  the  foul  to  God,  when  thus 
winged  with  love,  joy  and  admiration,  truly 
proclaim  her  divine  original,  her  capacious 
powers  and  glorious  deftination  for  eternity. 
They  expand  and  ftrengthen  her  faculties,  im- 
prove and  exalt  the  temper,  and  prepare  her  for 
the  harmony  of  heaven ! 

Now  thefe  facred  exercifes  of  praife  to  God 
muft  not  be  entirely  confined  to  clofets,  and  of  a 
private  nature.  We  are  likewife  obliged  to 
praife  him  publickly  «  in  the  great  congrega- 
tion, and  to  reverence  him  in  the  affemblv  of 
his  faints." 

Men  arc  all  citizens  of  the  world,  as  well  as 
of  particular  focieties.  They  are  fubjeded  to 
the  fame  general  laws ;  and,  in  many  cafes 
blended  together  in  one  common  lot.  We  en- 
joy many  BlefTings  in  common,  and  in  common 
have  delerved  many  punilhments.  In  common, 
therefore,  we  ought  to  deprecate  the  latter  and 
praife  our  great  Benefadlor  for  the  former. 

But,  added  to  all  this,  the  exercifes  of  Reli- 
gion are  greatly  quickened  by  friendly  commu- 
nion. Man  is  of  a  fympathizing  nature;  and 
when  a  number  of  God's  people  are  piouOy  af- 
fembled  before  him,  mingling  hearts  and  voices 
m  one  folemn  ad  of  devotion,  a  kind  of  facred 
flame  is  apt  to  catch  from  bofom  to  bolbm, 
lighting  up  fuch  rapturous  ftrains  of  ardent 
praife,  as  no  other  circumftances,  perhaps,  could 
eafily  exc:te. 


Nor 
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Nor  arc  fuch  religious  cxercifcs  only  calcu- 
lated to  improve  our  own  natures,  but  likewifo 
peculiarly  delightful  to  God  himfelf ;  and  we 
may  venture  to  aiErm  that,  among  all  his  works, 
there  is  not  a  fight  more  grateful  to  him,  than  a 
number  of  his  dutiful  children  thus  decently 
a/Tcmbled  before  him,  and  catching,  as  it  were, 
a  few  moments  from  the  vanities  of  life,  that 
they  may  devote  them,  to  ferious  reflexion,  and 
fervently  breathe  up  the  humble  dcfires  and 
pious  tranfports  of  their  fouls  to  His  holy  and 
exalted  name. 

Thus  far  with  refpefl  to  the  duty  of  praifin<r 
God  for  his  general  works  of  kindnefs  and  W 
But  this  is  not  all.  I  propofed,  in  the  Second 
place,  to  fpeak  of  the  great  duty  of  praifing  him, 
on  fpecial  occafions,  for  particular  mercies  and 
deliverances  j  and  that  not  only  privately  in  our 
clofets,  but  in  the  public  afiembiies  of  his  peo- 
ple. ^ 

On  this  head,  we  have  many  illuftrious  exam- 
ples before  us.  I  have  already  mentioned  that 
of  Mofes  and  the  Ifraelites ;  and  from  their  llib- 
lime  fong  of  thanfgiving,  on  their  deliverance 
from  the  power  of  Pharoah,  I  have  taken  my 
text.  I  Ihall  offer  only  one  example  more  It 
IS  the  great  Fellival-Sacrifice  and  Thankfciv^ 
ingof  David,  on  receiving  back  tlie  f  Ark  of 
Ood. 

On  that  happy  occafion,  he  and  all  the  El- 
ders  of  the  people,   and  the  Levites  and   the 
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captains  over  thoufands    appeared   in   folemn 
proceflion,  with  inftruments  of  mufic,  pfalterics 
and  harps  and  cymbals,  and  the  found  of  the- 
cornet   and  of  the  trumpet,  and  the  lifting  up 
the   voice  with  joy  :    And  David  himfelf  came 
dancing  and  linging  before   them,    infomuch, 
that  Saul's  daughter,  beholding  him  out  at  a 
window,  and  not  being  animated  with  the  fame 
godly  rapture,  that  aduated  the  pious  monarch 
defpifed  hi  m  in  her  iieart,  as  guilty  of  levity.      ' 
But  why  Ihould  I  mention  examples  ?     The 
fame  reafon  that  calls  us  to  humble  ourfelvesun- 
.dcr  the  marks  of  God's  dlfpleafure,  calls  us  to 
rgoice  with  thankfgiving  on  the  marks  of  his^ 
favour.     For  a  feries  of  years  paft,  we  have  had 
many  days  of  Weeping  and  Sorrow  and  Faftin<.. 
and  the  hardeft  heart  would  bleed  to  recount 
th^.  fcenes  of  fuffering  and  anguifh  and  diftrefs 
which  we  have   beheld.     But,    bleffed  be  God  f 
our  affairs  begin  to  wear  a  better  afpeft  j  aud  we 
may  now  come  before  his  prefence  with  fon^s  of 
holy  triumph  and  joy.     Each  of  us  for  hinTfelf 
and  all  for  the  public,  may  take  up  the  elevated 

Itrains  of  Mofes  and  of  David 

"  We  will  fmg  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hath' 
truimphed  glorioufly ;  the  horfe  and  his  rider 
hath  he  thrown  into  the  fea.  The  Lord  is  our 
Itrength  and  falvation ;  and  he  Ihall  be  the  fub- 
lea  of  our  fong.  He  is  our  God,  and  we  will 
prepare  him  a  habitation  ;  our  fathers  God,  and 

■  '  5  we 
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Ueuverances  and  bleflings  equal  to  LT 
have  been  received  bv  n,  ,„i^  k^  "*>' 

both  now  and  of  old  Th  ^  ""^  ^"'"="' 
Glory  hath  often  LteilhTi"  ^°""  °^  ^""^'^ 
the  Proteftant  cauj  and t™"  '" .  ^^''"'^  "^ 
fl^ine  to  the  remof^^  »nd  ^ve  truft  it  will  yet 
F.o      j-jT   '*P^"odsoftime. 

r.ARLY  did  the  r!f.n„~.     r 
^ainft   the   rZ^fZ%Z^7T-^ 
When  our  fathers  had  but  i,Tr.  ""'"• 

on  ^vas  hatched  by  our  relllefs  foes  to  extin- 


*  Exod.  XV.  ^  ,  chron.  xvi. 
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gulfh  our  name  and  religion  together.  Their 
vaft  Armado  failed,  exultant,  before  the  gale.  It 
covered  the  whole  ocean,  it  approached  thecoaft 
of  Great  Britain  ;  and,  in  the  pride  of  their  heart, 
they  faid  "  What  ihall  refift  our  power  ?  We  will 
purfue,  we  will  overtake,  we  will  divide  the  fpoil." 
—The  eternal  God,  who  dwells  in  heaven,  the  pro- 
tedor  of  the  Juft,  faw  and  heard  them.  He  laughed 
their  devices  to  fcorn.  Obedient  to  his  nod,  his  Ser- 
vant-Seas and  Winds  rofe  and  raged.  The  proud 
hopes  of  the  enemy  were  brought  low  i  and  all 
their  ftately  cafllcs,  that  rode  erewhile  fo  trium- 
phantly on  the  watery  furface,  were  now  dilperft 
before  the  breath  of  the  Almighty,  or  whelmed 
to  the  bottom  in  the  midfl  of  his  vengeance,  as 
a  ftone  that  is  dropped  from  the  hand° 

In  the  fight  of  Britain,  this  Deliverance  was 
wrought.  Our  fathers,  from  the  Ihore,  flood  and 
beheld  it.  Their  praifes  and  fl-iouts  of  triumph 
afcended  to  the  fky.  The  God  of  Victory  was 
their  theme.  Him  they  adored,  and  him  they 
left  It  in  charge  for  their  children  to  adore,  to 
the  latefl;  generations ! 

The  ne-t  attempt  againft  our  Proteftant  Faith 
was  laid  dark  as  Night,  and  deep  as  hell.  In 
the  bowels  of  the  earth  a  Mine  was  placed,  with 
a  view  to  blow  up  the  king,  the  royal  family, 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  and  deftroy  at  once 
the  whole  iiopes  and  ftrength  of  our  blefled  re- 
formation. But  the  all-feeing  eye  of  God  de- 
teded  t!ie   black   defign,  and  his  all-powerful 
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irm  dragged  the  confpirators  to  light  and  de* 
I'crvcd  vengeance  i  thereby  working  a  fccond 
deliverance  as  great  as  the  former. 

Since  that  time,  many  repeated  attempts  hava 
been  made  to  divide  us  from  ourfelves,  and  de- 
lude tlv>  unthinking  multitude  by  means  of  a 
Popifli  Abjured  pretender.  But  the  Lord  has 
rendered  thefe  as  vain  as  all  the  others. 

Thus  defeated  every  where  in  the  parent- 
land  of  Proteflantifm  and  Libe.  :y,  our  invete^ 
rate  foes  are  making  their  laft  defperate  pufli» 
acrainll  our  holy  ellablifhment,  civil  and  reli- 
gious, in  thefe  remote  parts  of  America.  But 
we  truft  in  that  fame  power  which  has  appeared 
fo  fignally  for  our  fathers — Thou,  O  God,  haft 
been  our  truil  j  nor  have  we  trufted  in  vain. 

After  the  days  of  mourning  which  we  have 
feen,  the  Ihort  period  of  one  year  has  produced 
fuch  a  turn  in  favour  of  the  Proteftant  caufe,  as 
even  ailoniflies  ourfelves,  and  among  pofterity 
will  fcarce  be  believed.  The  wonderful  fuccefle* 
of  the  Prufiian  Hero,  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
Jail  campaign  in  Germany  j  and  the  fuccefles 
which,  in  the  prefent  campaign,  God  has  already 
been  pleafed  to  bellow  on  the  Britifh  arms  ii> 
America,  by  the  redudion  of  Louifbourg  and 
other  important  places,  furnifh  a  feries  of  fuch 
happy  events,  that  if  any  one  had  propofed  them 
to  our  hopes  a  twelvemonth  ago,  we  fliould  have 
thought  him  mocking  our  credulity,  or  infult- 
ing  our  diilrefs.  But  all  things  arc  poflible  to 
5  God} 


God  i  and,  when  affairs  arc  at  the  word*  then  i^ 
often  the  time  when  the  Mighty  One  of  Ifrael  is 
pleafed  to  interfere,  and  therein  «  to  triumph 
glorioufly;" 

Im  fiich  cafesi  it  is  Our  indifpertfible  duty  td 
mark,  the  manifeftations  of  hii  power  with  hum- 
ble reverfenccj  and  to  rejoice  before  him  exceed- 
ingly i  but  ftiU  we  muft  **  rejoice  with  tremb- 
ling." Although  the  Lord  hath  brought  dowii 
the  proud  hopes  of  our  enemies,  who  like  the 
AfTyrian  of  old,  began  to  lift  themfelves  up  and 
to  boaft  of  their  viaorics ;  yet  we  at^  to  remem- 
ber that  they  and  we  are  ftiU  held  in  the  Ba- 
lance of  his  Almighty  power,  and  it  isimpoffible 
to  fay  which  Scale  he  may  finally  caufe  to  mount 
Up,  or  which  to  preponderate. 

Besides  this,  even  the  beft  fruits  6f^  fidory 
are  befet  roUnd  with  thorns  j  and  what  are  days 
of  rejoicing  to  others  are  bUt  days  of  mourning 
to  manyi  whofe  deareft  Relatives  have  given 
up  their  lives,  a  facrifice  in  the  conteft.  This 
world  is  a  chequered  fcerle,  and  we  are  to  ex- 
ped  no  pure  blifs  iri  it.  But  let  us  ad  the  part 
of  good  Subjeds  and  good  Chriftians,  and  then 
We  may  fafely  trull  the  iffue  to  his  dirc«5Uon,  wha 
Is  fupremclyjuft,  wife,  and  holy! 
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DISCOURSE    VI. 

Concerning  the  Conversion 
Of   Thb 

HEATHEN  AMERICANS, 

A  K  D 

The  final  Propagation  of  Christianity  and 
the  Sciences  to  the  Ends  of  the  Earth. 

IN    TWO    PARTS. 

Part  I.  Preached  before  a  v<.)liintary  Conven- 
tion of  the  Episcopal  Clergy  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Places  adjacent,  in  Chrift  Church 
Philadelphia,  May  2d,  17601  and  publiih- 
ed  at  their  joint  Requeft. 

Part  II.  Preached  in  the  College  of  Phila- 
delphia, before  the  Truftees,  Mafters  and 
Scholars,  at  the  firft  anniverfary  Commence- 
ment. 


I3 


To  the  ixwft  Reverend,  His  G  r  a  c  e, 

THOMAS 

Lprd  Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  Prcfident; 

And 

To  all  the  honorable  and  venerable  Members  of 

the  SOCIETY 
_For  propagating  the  Gofpel  in  foreign  Parts. 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

AFTER  the  many  excellent  Sermons  that 
have  been  preached  and  pyblifhed  by  the 
members  of  your  body,   on  the  Propagation  of 
CMJ/^'s  religion  through  the  untutored  parts  pf 
the  earthj  the  prefen;  publication  may  be  thought 
to  argue  fome  degree  of  prefumption.    And  this 
confideration,  added  to  the  diffic  ilty  of  faying 
any  thing  new  or  interefting,  on  a  fubjed  Fo 
fully  handled  by  many  of  the  brighteft  crnaments 
of  our  church,  would  have  deterred  the  author 
from  letting  xhtfirft  Part  of  this  Difcourfe  ap- 
pear in  print  i  if,  on  the  other  hand,  he  had  not 
been  encouraged  therein,  by  thecxprefs  defireof 
his  brethren  who  heard  it,  and  the  Hopes  that 
his  fituation  in  America  may  have  enabled  him 
to  place  fome  particular  points  in  a  light,  per- 
haps,  fomewhat  new. 

With  refped  to  the  fecond  Part,  it  may  dc 
thought  a  very  needlefs  labour  to  attempt  a 
proof— That  the  interefts  of  Chriftianity  will  be 
advanced,  bypron^pting  the  in terelh  of  Science. 
But  it  hath  been  the  author's  misfortune,  in  his 

I  4  endeavours 
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endeavours  for  the  latter,   to  meet  with  men, 
who  feeming  to  confider  the  advancement  of 
Knowlege  and  free  Enqxiiry  as  unfriendly  to  their 
dark     Syftem,    have   fet   themfelves   up,   with 
rage  truly  illiberal,  to  ftifle  the  infant  Sciences 
here.     For  this  reafon,  he  thought  he  could  not 
do  a  better  fervice  than  endeavour  to  Ihew  them 
at  large  that  they  were,  m  effed,  waging  war, 
not  only  with  every  thing  elegant  and  uieful  in 
life,  but  even  with  the  extenfion  of  our  Common 
Chriitianit^  and  the  beft  interefts  of  our  fpccies  • 
And  if,  in  the  profecution  of  this  defign,  he  hath 
been  led  into  a  more  particular  Analyfis  of  the 
fcienccs  than  fome  may  judge  needful  in  a  dif- 
courle  of  this  kind,  he  hopes  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  will  be  his  plea.  It  may  alfo  be  fome 
Apology,  that  it  was  delivered  in  a  Seminary  of 
Literature,  and  before  a  learned  Body. 

He  cannot  conclude  without  taking  this  op- 
portunity of  expreffmg  his  gratitude  to  the  vener- 
able fociety  in  general,  for  the  honor  done  him 
by  their  body  -,  and  to  fundry  illuftrious  Mem- 
bers in  particular  for  the  countenance  and  pro- 
tection they  have  always  fhewn  him,  in  carrying 
on  the  fundry  Concerns  committed  to  him,  in 
the  diftant  Parts  of  the  Earth.  More  efpecially, 
he  owes  moft  humble  Thanks  to  that  truly  learned 
Prelate,  hereafter  quoted,  who  having  himfelf 
written  fo  excellently  on  the  Accompliihment  of 
the  Prophecies^  condefcended  to  perufe  and  make 
fome  corredbions  in  the  lirft  Part  of  this  Dif- 
courfe,  before  the  prcfent  Edition  was  commit- 
ted to  the  Prefs. 

The  AUTHOR. 
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jljk  of  me  and  I  floall  give  thee  the  Heathen 
for  thine  inheritance^  and  the  uttermoll 
^parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  poj/ejfton, 

"  T  F  you  would  make  the  foul  of  man  great 
X.  and  good  (fays  a  fublime  f  writer)  give  her 
large  and  extenfive  profpeAs  of  the  immenfity 
of  God's  works,  and  of  his  inexhaufted  Wifd'^m 
and  Goodnefs." 

Now,  thofe  divine  attributes  of  Wifdom  and 
Goodnefs  are  no  where  more  glorioufly  difplayed 
than  in  the 'Gofpel-difpenfation,  and  in  thofe 
marvellous  Revolutions  and  Workings  of  Pro- 
vidence, which  the  Almighty  has  performed, 
and  will  yet  perform,  for  the  Salvation  of  man- 
kind, and  the  final  extenfion  of  his  Son's  kino-- 
dom  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.  ° 

Welcome,  therefore,  thrice  welcome  the  holy 
Scriptures,  thofe  living  oracles  of  God,  which 
can  lend  a  c]ue  to  our  meditations,  and  condudl 
them,  by  divine  Grace,  through  thefe  awfully 
improving  fubjeds.  Here  is  the  "  Myllery 
yvliich  was  liid  from  ages  and  from  generations, 


t  Dr.  Burnet  in  his  Theory. 
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but  which  God  at  length  manifefted  to  his  Saints, 
with  a  promife  that  the  riches  of  the  glory 
thereof  ihould  be  made  known  amonathe  Gen- 
tiles." t  '^ 

This  latter  part  of  the  Gofpel-difpenfation, 
which  relates  to  the  final  converfion  of  the  Gen* 
tiles,  even  "  to  the  uttermoft  parts  of  the  earth," 
b  th; :  \/hich,  by  the  words  of  my  text,  and  the 
prefent  occafion  of  our  meeting,  I  am  more  im- 
mediately led  to  confider.  And,  in  doing  this, 
I  fhall,  by  divine  affiflance,  purfue  the  following 
Method.  ^ 

First,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  fhew,  from  the 
general  voice  of  Prophecy—That  it  is  the  gra- 
cious  purpofe  of  God,  in  his  own  good  time,  to 
bring  the  Heathen  around  us  to  the  knowlege 
of  his  blefTed  Gofpel,  through  the  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrifl.  =>  «=  ^ 

Secondly,  I  fhall  make  fome  remarks  on  the 
prefent  fituation  of  things  on  this  continent 
with  refpcd  to  the  Gofpel-ceconomy,  and  the 
probabUity  of  a  fpeedy  accomplifhment  of  the 
Prophecies  which  relate  to  the  final  converfion 
of  the  nations. 

Lastly,  from  this  view  of  things,  I  Ihall  ofr 
fer  an  humble  Addrefs  to  you,  my  Brethren,  who 
are  employed  as  inftruments  in  the  hand  of  God 
for  carrying  on  this  great  work  of  Converfion,  by 
the  Preaching  of  the  Golpel  in  thefe  diftant  Re-r 
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gions,  to  which  its  joyful  Sound  hath  fo  lately 
reached. 

You  Tec  here,  what  a  large  field  is  opened  j 
and  would  to  God  that  I  were  endued  with  gitts 
^nd  powers  fuificiem  to  acquit  myfelf  therein 
agreeable  to  your  expectations.  But  I  know  the 
vaft,  the  glorious  importance  of  the  fubjeds  pro- 
pofed  i  and  I  feel  my  own  weaknels,  I  befeech 
you,  therefore,  to  fend  forth  your  prayers  for 
me  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  rhefe  fubjefh 
jnay  not  fufFer  in  my  hands  •,  and  that  I  may  be 
enabled  to  fpeak  as  becomes  one  called  to  the 
prefent  office. 

I  AM,  in  the  first  place,  then,  to  confider 
Ac  general  voice  of  prophecy,  with  refpcd  to 
the  Converfion  of  the  Heathen  around  us.  And 
among  many  other  illuftrious  prediftions  of  this 
event,  the  words  of  my  text,  and  the  verfes  pre- 
ceding  it,  are  full  and  ftrong. 

"  Why  do  the  Heathen  rage,  and  the  people 
imagine  a  vain  thing  ? — ^Yet  have  I  fet  my  king 
upon  my  holy  hill  of  Sion. — Thou  art  my  fon ; 
this  day  have  I  begotten  thee.  Afk  of  me,  and 
I  IhaU  give  thee  the  Heathen  for  thine  inheri- 
tance, and  the  uttermoft  parts  of  tne  earth  for 
thy  pofTefTion."  The  meaning  of  which  is,  ac- 
cording to  all  the  commentators— ——. 

Thou  art  my  fon  Jefvis  1  This  day  have  I 
anointed  thee  kij^  over  all  the  world,  which 
thou  haft  purpofed  to  redeem.  Go  on;  com- 
pleat  the  great  eternal  fcheme,  and  thereby  ef- 
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tablifh  for  thyfclf  a  kingdom  of  everlalting  holi- 
ness.    In  vain  fhall  the  nations  rage.     In  vain 
fhall  their  proud  leaders,  Herod,  Pontiu?  Pilate, 
the  Pharifees  and  rulers  of  Ifrael,  combine  them- 
felves  againfl  thee.     In  vain  fhall  they  feek  to 
dethrone  thee,  to  cut  thee  off  from  the  earth, 
and  to  cruHi  thy  kingdom  in  its  birth.  My  eter- 
nal purpofes  are  fixed.     The  right  hand  of  my 
I)ower  fhall  be  thy  flrength  and  guide.     It  fhall 
defeat  ail  the  machinations  of  thy  enemies,  and 
raife   thee    even   from   the  habitations  of  the 
dead,  to  thine  inheritance   in  the   manfions  of 
glory.     There  fhalt  thou  dwell  for   ever,  and 
whatever  thou  fhalt  afk  of  me  thou  fhalt  receive, 
till  the  Heathen  become  thine  inheritance,  and 
the  very  ends  of  the  earth  thy  pofTefTion. 

Herein  we  fee  a  moft  ftriking  Predidion 
concerning  the  propagation  and  final  extenfion 
of  Chrift's  kingdom  to  the  very  remoteft  nations 
of  the  world.  And  indeed  there  is  a  beautiful 
harmony  among  all  the  prophetic  writers,  rela- 
tive to  the  fame  event. 

The  venerable  Patriarch  Jacob,  inblcfTmg  his 
fon  Judah,  gives  an  early  intimation  thereof; 
and  tells  him  that  the  fceptre  fhould  not  depart 
from  his  family  till  the  immortal  Shiloh  fhould 
come,  who  w^s  to  ered  an  everlafling  kingdom, 
unto  "  v/hom  the  gathering  of  the  people  was 
to  be  ■!-." 

But  of  all  the  Prophetic  writers,  the  fublime 
t  Genefis  xlix.  lo, 
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Ifaiah  feems  to  have  been  favoured  with  the  ful- 
left  view  of  the  Gofpel-ftate,  from  the  very  birth 
of  the  Mefliah  to  that  glorious  period,  whereof 
we  are  now  fpeaking,  when  the  "  kingdoms  of 
this  world  Ihall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our 
Lord,  and  of  his  Chrift."  For  this  reafon  he  has 
been  called  the  Evangelical  prophet,  and  has  de- 
livered many  noble  prediftions  concerning  the 
cxtenfion  of  the  Gofpel,  and  the  final  converfion 
of  the  nations. 

,  <*  The  *  earth,  fays  he,  in  a  language  pecu- 
culiarly  ftriking  and  emphatical,  (hall  be  full  of 
the  knowlege  of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover 
the  fea.  And  in  that  day  there  fhall  be  a  root  of 
Jefle  which  fhall  fland  for  an  enfign  of  the  people; 
to  it  fhall  the  Gentiles  feek,  and  his  reft  fhall  be 
glorious. " 

And  again  the  fpirit  of  God,  fpeaking  by  the 
fame  Prophet  concerning  the  Meffiah,  fays — 
*'  It  -j-  is  a  light  thing  for  thee,  [or  a  fmall  part 
of  thy  undertaking]  that  Thou  [the  faviour  of 
the  world]  fhouldft  be  my  fervant  to  raife  up  the 
tribes  of  Jacob,  and  to  reflore  the  preferved  of 
Ifrael.  I  will  alfo  give  thee  for  a  light  to  the 
Gentiles,  that  thou  mayeji  be  my  falvaiion  untoihi 
end  of  the  earth. 

Indeed  the  lafl  chapters  of  this  book  are  only 
one  continued  prediction  of  this  period,  and  the 
glorious  circumflances  attending  it. 

"  I  AM  found,  fays  he,  of  them  that  fough^ 

•  Iffciah  xi.  50.  t  Chapter,  xlix.  6. 
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mc  not.     r  laid,  bchoH  mc,  behold  mc  to  <  tii* 
tion  that  was  not  called  by  my  name  *." 

Nat  he  even  gives  a  Gcogr^ical  divifionaf 
the  quarters  of  the  vrorld  that  were  to  receive  th«' 
Gofpel,  wherein  he  has  included  the  whole  Foun. 
•*  I  WILL  fend  thofe  that  clcape  of  them,  faya 
he^  to  Tarfhifh,  Pul  and  Lud  that  draw  the  bow* 
to  Tubal  and  Javan,  to  the  I  fks  afar  off  that  have 
not  heard  my  faitic  !v;r  feen  my  glory  j  and  thc^ 
Ihall  declare  my  glory  among  the  Gentiles  f.** 

Now,  according  to  our  learned  Commentators, 
Tarfliilli  denotes  the  East,  Pul  and  Lud  the 
SouTH^  Tubal  and  Javan  the  North,  and  tha 
Ifles  the  West.  For,  in  holy  fcripture,  thtlfks, 
the  Sea,  and  the  Weft  are  frequently  put  for  ont 
another  i  fo  that  "  the  irtands  afar  off  which  have 
not  heard  of  God's  fame,  nor  feen  his  glory,"  may 
well  be  underftood  to  comprehend  this  Ameri- 
can Continent,  or  West-Ini>ies  generally  fb 
called,  as  the  learned  Dn  Low/b  has  obferVed  irt 
his  accurate  comr.ientary  upon  this  paflagc. 

To  the  fame  purpofe  fpeaks  the  prophet 
Jeremiah,  in  his  fixteenth  chapter.  Intending  ta 
reproach  the  Jews  for  their  abfurdity  in  apofta- 
tizing  from  the  trtie  God,  after  they  had  once 
known  him,  he  tells  them  that,  to  their  great 
difgrace,  a  time  would  come  when  the  very 
Heathen  thenlfelves,  who  had  never  heard  the 
name  of  God,  would  come  to  him  even  from  the 
Hiitrmojl  pans  of  the  earth ;  and  confefs  that  the 
•  Chapter  Ixv.  i .        f  Chapter  Ixvi.  19. 
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gods  which  they  had  worihippcd  were  no  gods  ac 
all,  but  that  tliey  and  their  fathers  had  inhe- 
rited lies  from  the  beginning,  and  put  their  truft 
in  things  that  profited  not. 

"  O  *  Lord,  my  ftrength  and  my  fortrels  and 
my  refuge  in  the  day  of  affliftion ;  the  Gentiles 
ihall  come  unto  thee  from  tlie  ends  of  the 
lARTH,  and  Ihall  fay,  Surely  our  fathers  have  in- 
herited lies  and  vanity,  and  things  wherein  there 
is  no  profit.  Shall  a  man  make  gods  imto  him- 
fclf,  and  they  are  no  gods  ?'* 

Let  us  he?r  alfo  the  prophet  Daniel.  t"Thc 
God  of  heaven  fhall  fet  up  a  kingdom  which 
(hall  break  in  pieces  and  confume  all  thofe  king* 
doms  (i.  e.  the  four  monarchies)  and  it  fhall  (land 
for  ever  and  ever.  ||  Behold,  one  like  the  fon  of 
man  came  with  the  clouds  of  heaven,  and  there 
was  given  him  dominion  and  glory  and  a  king- 
dom, that  all  people  and  nations  and  languages 
(hould  ferve  him." 

In  like  manner  fpeaks  Malachi.  "  From  §  the 
Rifmg  of  the  Sun  to  the  Going-down  of  the 
fame,  my  name  fhall  be  great  among  the  Gen- 
tiles J  and  in  every  place  incenfefhaU  be  offered 
Unto  my  name,  and  a  pure  offering ;  for  my 
Jiame  fhall  be  great  among  the  Heathen.**  All 
which  is  confirmed,  with  the  utmofl  folemnity 
by  the  angel's  found  in  the  revelation,  and  the 
great  voices  from  heaven,  declaring-^ 

"  That  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  are  be- 


♦  Jeremiah  xvi.  19,  lo..  f  Daniel  ii.  44. 

i^f  14.  {Malachi  i.  if. 
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comr  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord,  and  of  hk 
Chrift,  and  he  Ihall  reign  for  ever  and  ever  "♦ 

Now,  although  thefe  Prophecies  may,  in  part, 
have  had  their  completion,  by  the  vaft  rapidity 
with  which  the  Gofpel  fpread  itfelf  into  almoft 
every  known  corner  of  the  okl  work!,  foon  after 
our  Saviour's  Afcenfion  into  heaven,  yet,  me- 
thinks  It  IS  impofTible  that  they  Ihoukl  ever  have 
their  full  accompliihment  without  the  Conver- 
fion  of  the  Indian  Natives  around  us,  and  the 
propagation  of  Chrift's  kingdom  to  the  remoteft 
parts  of  this  continent.     We  have  many  of  the 
ftrongeft  arguments  to  induce  this  belief     For 
in  the  firfl:  place,  none  of  thefe  Texts,  which  I 
have  read,  put  any  fhorter  limit  to  the  fpreading 
of  the  Gofpel  than  the  Ends  of  the  Earth,  and 
from  the  Riling  of  the  Sun  to  the  Going-down 
of  the  fame.     And  fecondly  our  Saviour  himfelf, 
the  greatefl  of  all  the   Prophets,  has  expredy 
told  us  that  "  Jerufalem  f  fhall  be  trodden  down 
of  the  Gentiles,  till  the  times  of  the  Gentiles  be 
fulfilled."     Now  Jerufalem  is  ftill  trodden  down 
by  the  Gentiles,  and  ||  confequently  their  times 
are  not  yet  fulfilled. 

^  W£  believe,  therefore,  on  the  moft  folid  prin- 
ciples, that  there  is  referved  by  Providence  fome 
future  period  or  crifis  in  the  Gofpel-oeconomy, 
for  a  more  remarkable  and  final  §  Coming  in 
ojthe  Fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles,   even  to  the  ends  of 
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the  earth  >  and  that  it  is  the  great  and  gracious 
purpo-e  ot  God,  in  that  day,  to  manifeft  himfelf 
to  the  Heathen  around  1.5,  and  bring  them  to 
the  Icnowlege  of  his  blefled  Gofpel,  thmugh  the 
grace  of  o^r  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;"  which  was  the 
firft  thing  I  propofed  to  Ihew. 

.    But  here  InfideUty  ufually  urges  the  foUow- 
mg  queltions,  viz. 

If  fuch  be  the  intention  of  God,  and  fo  great 
the  efficacy  of  h^  Gofpel ;  what  muft  become  of 
^ofe  who  have  fat  fo  long  in  darknefs  and  the 
ftadow  of  death .?  Apd  why  does  he  fo  lone,  de- 
lay the  accomplilhment  of  his  own  etei-nalVo- 
mifes  ?  ^ 

Reverence  to  'he  fupreme  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth,  ,t  might  have  been  hoped,  would 
have  fecurcd  the  advocates  of  the  Chriftian  Re 
velation  againft  queftions  of  fuch  high  prefumo- 

'T  /l':"^"  *'"  '"'y  ""°  ">«  Almighty 
what  doft  thou?    Or  what  man,  of  mortal  de! 
(cent,  Ihallhope  to  unfold  thofe  fecret  reafonsof 
divine  condu«,  which  eternal  wifdom  hath  not 
thought  fit  to  reveal  >  '' 

,.  t  tk'  T\  ^l  ^f  °"'y  '■'P'y  "'  g^"^--^!  th« 
as  "Thofe  •  who  have  finned  in  the  Law  Ihall 

be  judged  by  the  Law,  fo  thofe  who  have  finned 

without  the  Law  [,/  tbey  ferifi]   ftall  perifh 

withovit  It."    As  the  fpirit  of  God  hath  not 

thought  fit  to  declare  how  far  the  Satisf^aion  of 

Chrisx  will  be  applied  ,0  thofe  who  never  hea°d 
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of  his  name,  we  miift  not  prefume  to  be  wile 
above  what  is  written.  The  nations  that  fit  in 
darknefs  and  the  fhadow  of  death  muft  be  left  to 
God's  uncovenanted  Mercies,  to  judge  them  ac- 
cording to  the  meafure  of  Knowlege  and  Light 
which  they  have  received.  The  Tribunal  of  the 
Almighty  is  erected  upon  infinite  Wifdom,  Juf- 
tice  and  Goodnefs  — and  infinite  W:fdom^  Jujiics 
and  Goodnefs  cannot  commit  Error  or  Wrong  ! 

With  refpefl  to  the  fecond  queflion — "  Why 
doth  the  Almighty  fo  long  delay  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  his  own  gracious  promifes  ?"  We  mull 
anfwer  much  in  the  fame  general  manner.  Known 
unto  God,  and  him  alone,  are  all  his  councils 
from  the  foundation  of  the  world.  Some  Con- 
jedures,  however,  we  may  humbly  offer  on  this 
head,  without  incurring  the  charge  of  prefump- 
tion. 

Except  in  extraordinary  cafes,  the  fupreme 
Being  feems  to  condudl  all  his  operations  by 
general  laws  -,  and,  both  in  the  Natural  and  Mo- 
ral world,  the  advances  to  Perfedlion  are  gradual 
and  progrefTive.  The  Law  and  the  Prophets, 
which  were  of  old,  were  but  a  faint  and  myfte- 
rious  Revelation  of  the  will  of  God,  compared 
to  the  full  blaze  of  the  Gofpel,  whereby  his 
WHOLE  -|-  COUNCIL  Ihone  forth  at  laft  to  m  .nkind. 
The  Lord  fpoke  once  in  thunders  and  lightnings 
from  Mount  Sinai,  §  but  now  leaves  the  conver- 
fion  of  nations  to  the  ordinary  methods  of  his 
providence.  God  did  not  give  the  Chrillian  Re- 

•j-  Ads  XX.  27.        §  Exodus  xix.  19. 
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velatlon  itfelf,  till  the  f  Roman  ambition  had 
brought  almoft  the  whole  world  to  a  kind  of 
fimilarity  of  language  and  manners,  and  had 
opened  fuch  an  intercourfe  between  diftant  na- 
tions, as  made  that  one  of  the  mod  favorable 
periods  for  fpreading  a  new  Religion.  Coun- 
tries were  now  acceffible  that  had  before  been 
unknown ;  and  univerfal  peace,  added  to  uni- 
verfal  fubjedion  to  one  common  Empire,  gave 
the  Difciples  of  Chrift  and  firft  Preachers  of  the 
Gofpel  a  great  advantage  in  travelling  from 
Clime  to  Clime. 

Now,  who  knows  but  almighty  wifdom  may 
have  predetermined  a  period  fimilar  to  this,  in 
the  fituation  of  affairs  in  this  New  World,  for 
fpreading  his  glorious  Gofpel  to  the  remoteft 
parts  of  it .? 

And  the  confideration  of  this  leads  me  to  the 
Second  head  of  my  difcourfe;  which  was  "  to 
make  fome  remarks  on  the  fituation  of  things  on 
this  Continent,  with  refped  to  the  Gofpel-oeco- 
nomy,  and  the  probability  of  a  fpeedy  accom- 
plilhment  of  the  Prophecies  which  relate  to  the 
Coming  in  cf  the  Fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles,  and  final 
Converfion  of  the  Nations." 

And  here  what  a  feries  of  remarkable  cir- 
cumftances  claim  our  moft  devout  attention? 
Reafoning  upon  Moral  as  upon  Natural  things, 

+  See  fome  fine  remarks  on  this  head  by  Dr.  Robertfon,  the 
celebratevi  author  of  the  hiftory  of  Scotland,  in  his  fermoa 
before  the  lociety  in  Scotland  for  propagating  Chriftian  Know* 
lege. 

K  2  what 


nl 


t   H 


T^t       D  I  S  C  O  U  R  S  E    VI. 

what  a  beautiful  analogy  Ihall  we  find  among  a^ 
the  operations  of  Divine  Providence  ? 

The  Sun,  the  glorious  Luminary  of  Day,^ 
comes  forth  from  his  chambers  of  the  East^ 
andj  rejoicing  to  run  his  courfe>  carries  Light 
and  Heat  and  Joy  thro'  the  nations  to  the  re- 
moteft  parts  of  the  West,  and  returns  to  the. 
place  from  whence  he  came.  In  like  manner 
it  doth  appear  that  the  Light  of  the  glorious 
Gofpel  is  to  proceed,,  till  it  hath  carried  one 
bright  Day  over  all  the  habitable  world;  and 
then  will  come  the  end  of  things.  The  infpired 
Writers,  we  have  already  feen,  love  to  fpeak  of 
the  propagation  of  Chrillianity,  under  this  figure  i 
as  proceeding ifrom  the  Rising  to  the  Setting. 
of  the  Sun  •,  -and  this  courfe  we  find  it  has  pur- 
fued. 

In  the  primitive  ages  of  Simplicity,  the  firft  in- 
dications of  Divine  Will  were  given  to  the  Pa- 
triarchs of  mankind  in  the  Eastern  parts  of  the 
world,  by  God  himfelf,  converfmg  with  them 
face  to  face,,  as  they  tended  their  flocks,  or  jour- 
nied  on  from  paflure  to  pafture.  This  was  the 
Dawn  of  things..  Soon^  afterwards  followed  the 
Law,  and  then  the  Prophets,  advancing  nearec 
and  nearer  to  a  full  and  perfedb  Revelation,  till 
at  laft  it  broke  forth  in  its  Meridian  glory,  by 
the  coming  of  the  fon  of  God,  at  that  period  al- 
ready referred  to,  when  tlie  fituation  of  the  world 
had  prepared  the  way  for  its  more  efieftual  re- 
ception.    The  Wifdom  of  God  was  vifible  in^ 

all. 


^  A  R  r    1.  ,^g 

f*!'-r??l/°°''  ^'^  theChriftian  Religi^ 
fprcad  itfelf  Westward,  till  it  reached  the  vaft 
Atlantic  ocean,  and  the  Iflcs  of  the  CenlJks,  where 
fhe  poftcrity  of  Japhet  dwelt. 
Now  among  thefelOes,  orplaces  on  the  Ocean. 
Z   ^  A'""  ^""^    "'    '^'y  ^'^  indifferent^ 

fht  ^-  ^t^^/r^.^"^^'^'  oitrMother-countr;, 
■that  «//.«..  r^«/,  of  the  ancients,  bore  aprincipS 
%ure  Early  was  the  Gofpel  preached  in  hL 
■Jf  not  by  the  Apoftles  themfelves,  yet  certaini; 
by  fome  of  their  followers,  in  their  days,  and  be 
iore  the  definition  of  Jerufalem  '[ 

<;tf'%\'^'r^Tf  ^'^-     This  was  the^./ 

Stage  of  .the  Gofpel-progrefs.    To  the  Weftward 

of  Britain  the  ancients  feem  to  have  known  no- 

Ihing.    They  confidered  thefe  idands  as  the  ends 

of  the  world;  and  extenfive  as  the  Roman  eni- 

pire  was  at  our  Saviour's  coming,  this  American 

continent,  more  extenfive  than  it  alUay  entirely 

hid  from  their  knowlege,   and  feems  to  have 

ibeen  referved^s  the  ftage  of  a /...W  remarkable 

II  There  is  fome  probability  that  the  gofpel  was  creacheW  in 

<Jreat^ntai„  by  St.  Simon  the  apoftle^hL  rs^urgtat^^ 

F0bab,l,ty  that  it  was  preached  there  by  St.  Paul;  and  the"e 

as  abfolute  certainty  that  it  was  planted  therein  their  Day/ 

Eufebius  fays  that  the  apoftles  preached  in  all  the  world,  and 

fome  of  them  pa.Tcd  beyond  the  Ocean,  even  to  the  Britannic 

"vocantur.     Demons.  Evang.  lib.  3.  ^ritanntoa 

And  Theodo  et,  among  the  nations  converted  by  the  aDof- 

des   reckons  particularly  the  Britons  :--..,«. /Z^Zt 

Serm.  9.    See  Biihop  AVw/.„,  Differtation  XVJII. 
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period  in  the  Gofpel-progrefs.  Not  a  vefHge; 
therefore,  of  Chriftianity  was  propagated  hither, 
till  after  it  had  kept  pofTefTion  of  the  Old  World, 
in  various  forms  and  under  various  corruptions, 
for  at  leaft  fifteen  centuries.  But,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period,  it  pleafed  God  to  open  the 
way  to  the  difcovery  of  new  countries,  which 
likewife  opened  the  way  to  the  eftablilhment  of 
the  Gofpel  in  them.  For  it  is  obvious  to  re- 
mark, that  the  nations,  which  were  raifed  up  for 
this  purpofe,  were  thofe  among  whom  Chrifti- 
anity was  openly  profelled,  and  confequently 
they  carried  their  religion  along  with  them.  Be- 
ing likewife  fuperior  to  all  the  reft  of  the  world 
m  the  arts  of  Commerce  and  every  improve- 
ment of  civil  life,  they  were  the  fitteft  to  ex- 
plore new  fettlements,  conciliate  the  affedlions  of 
the  natives,  and  pufli  their  difcoveries  to  the 
greateft  extent.  This  they  did  with  remarkable 
^eal  and  fuccefs  j  and,  tho'  it  muft  be  confefled 
-that  they  have  made  ufe  of  the  advantages  which 
they  enjoyed,  chiefly  for  the  fecular  purpofes  of 
extending  their  Empire  and  Commerce,  yet  they 
have  not  been  altogether  negligent  of  the  propa- 
gation of  the  facred  religion  which  they  profefs. 

In  this  divine  work,  our  Mother-country,  one 
of  the  pureft  branches  of  the  Chriftian-church, 
always  foremoft  in  every  pious  and  humane  un- 
dertaking, has  fignally  exerted  herfelf  In  her, 
even  in  an  age  wherein  Chriftianity  hath  loft 
much  of  its  influence  on  the  lives  of  men,  many 

publig 


PART      I.  ,35 

public  Societies  have  been  formed,  and  noble 
contributions  made  with  the  gloriou?  view  of 
extending  the  Knowlege  of  God  over  this  vaft 
untutored  Continent.  At  the  head  of  thefe  is 
juftly  placed  that  venerable  Society,  incorpo- 
rated «  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in  foreign 
parts,"  in  whofe  fervice  moft  of  you,  my  bre- 
thren, have  the  Honour  to  be  employed  ;  and 
for  promoting  whofe  pious  defigns  we  are  now 
voluntarily  aflembled  together.  This  auguft 
and  venerable  body  qonfifts  of  the  principal  dig- 
nitaries of  our  church,  fundry  of  the  prime  no-  * 
bility  of  the  nation,  and  many  other  pious  per- 
fons  of  every  degree.  It  has  fubfifled  for  near 
fourfcore  years,  and,  by  the  providence  of  God, 
has  been  remarkably  enabled  to  fupport  the  great 
and  growing  expe,:ce  incident  to  fuch  an  un- 
dertaking. 

Two  objeftshave  moft  worthily  employed  the 
attention  of  this  Society;  the  First,  to  provide 
for  the  adminillration  of  religious  ordinances 
among  our  Colonifts  themfelves,  who  have  hi- 
therto been  generally  too  thinly  fettled  to  be  able 
to  fupport  a  regular  miniftry  without  fuch  af- 
fiftance;  the  Second,  to  win  over  the  Hea- 
then-natives to  the  knowlege  of  God,  and  a 
Brm  attachment  to  our  nadonal  intereft.  Thefe 
two  defigns,  however  muclrevil  men  may  ftrive 
to  feparate  them,  muft  neceflarily  go  hand  in 
hand.  Should  the  Society  employ  themfelves 
wholly  to  the  bufinefs  of  converting  the  Indian 
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natives  from  Heathenifm,  while  they  fiifFered 
their  own  colonies  to  degenerate  into  a  ftate  lit- 
tle better  than  that  Heathenifm  itfelf,  the  at- 
tempt would  be  equally  vain  and  unjuft.  For 
it  would  be  to  little  purpofe  for  us  to  fend  out 
Miffionaries  among  them  to  perfuade  them  to 
embrace  our  Religion,  unlefs  "  the  Light  there, 
of  Ihould  fo  Ihine  before  them,  that  they  feeing 
o\ir  good  works  i^nay  glorify  our  father  which  is  in 
heaven.  *'* 

The  fupport,  therefore,  of  Chriftianity  among 
ourfelves,  and  the  propagation  of  it  amono-  our 
Heathen  Neighbours,  are  but  different  parts  of 
the  fame  undertaking  •,  and  tho*  we  have  not  hi- 
therto had  any  great  fuceefs  in  the  latter,  yet  it 
is  our  duty  to  continue  our  beft  endeavours. 
For  who  knows  either  the  particular  time  when, 
or  the  means  by  which,  the  Lord  may  be  pleafed 
to  accomplilh  his  own  divine  Promifcs  ! 

The  Converfion  of  nations  has  often,  before 
now,  been  brought  about  when  but  leaft  ex- 
pedled,  and  by  means  which,  to  human  fore 
fight,  feemed  the  leaft  probable.  One  fingle 
Savage,  fully  convinced  of  the  Truth  of  Chrifti. 
anity,  and  truly  animated  by  its  fublime  fpirit, 
may  perhaps,  thro'  the  power  of  the  living  God, 
^at  fome  future  period,  be  rendered  an  Apoftle  to 
the  reft,  and  an  inftrument  of  turning  thoufands 
from  'the  ways  of  Darknefs  and  the  "  power  of 
Satan,  to  the  marvellous  light  of  Chrift,  that 
*  Matthew  V.  J 5. 

they 
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they  may  receive  forgivenefs  of  fins,  and  an  in- 
heritance among  them  which  are  fandified  by 
faith  that  is  in  Him."  f 

Innumerable  methods,  befides  this,  are  In 
the  providence  of  that  God,  whofe  power  who 
ihall  tell?  And  it  is  impoflible  but,  in  his  own 
appointed  time,  he  muft  give  the  promifed  blef- 
fmg  to  the  pious  endeavours  which  are  continu- 
ally ufed  for  the  propagation  of  his  Gofpel  in 
this  Weftern  world. 

Many  obftacles,  which  fonnerly  lay  in  the 
way  of  this  great  work,  feem  now  to  be  almoft 
entirely  removed.  We  were,  heretofore,  but  a 
fmall  people,  poflefling  an  inconfiderable  fpot  of 
this  Continent.  Our  accefs  to  the  Heathen  na- 
tions was  difficult  and  dangerous.  Our  know- 
lege  of  their  country  wa&-but  very  limited;  and 
the  arts  of  our  bufy  enemies  had  fown  manypre- 
judices  among  them  to  our  difadvantage. 

But  now  the  cafe  is  much  altered.  We  are  be- 
come a  great  and  growing  people -,  extendino-, 
and  likely  to  extend,  our  empire  far  over  tills 
continent.     The  prefent  war,  which  we  fliort- 
fighted  mortals  confidered  as  one  of  the  greateft 
evils,  is  like  to  be  produdive  of  the  beft  of  con- 
fequences.    'With  the  deepeft  adoration,  we  be- 
hold the  hand  of  Providence  in  it.     A  feries  of 
unlooked-for  fuccefles  has  bleffed  our  ^rms,  for 
which  we  and  our  pofterity,  throughout  all' ge- 
neiations,  ought  to  offer  up  continual  Hymns 
t  Aflaxxvi  18. 
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of  gratitude  and  praife  to  the  Giver  of  all  vic- 
tory. The  Protcftant  intereft  in  America  has 
now  received  fuch  lignal  advantages,  and  ob- 
tained fuch  fure  footing,  that  we  tiuft  neither  the 
machinations  of  its  inveterate  enemies,  nor  even 
ihe  gates  of  hell  itfelf,  fhall  ever  prevail  againft 
it.  Our  credit  with  the  Indian  natives  begins 
to  ftand  in  a  high  point  of  light.  A  more  tho- 
rough knowiege  of  their  country  and  manners 
is  obtained  than  ever  we  had  before.  Strong 
fortifications  are  fixed,  which  will  always  facili- 
tate our  accefs  to  them.  The  attention  of  all 
ranks  of  men  is  now  more  turned  to  the  profe- 
cution  of  our  interefts  on  this  continent  than 
€ver  was  knOwn  at  any  former  period ;  and  if  it 
fhall  plcafe  God  to  dired  the  hearts  of  our  Rulers 
to  a  Peace  which  may  in  any  degree  be  anfwer- 
able  to  our  former  fuccefifes,  then  will  be  the 
time  when  we  may  expedt  to  fee  Chrillianity 
propagated  to  advantage. 

By  our  connexions  with  our  Mother-country 
and  the  produ(5lions  of  our  own  happy  climate, 
we  are  the  only  people  of  all  the  European  na- 
tions, fettled  in  America,  that  are  able  to  feed 
the  Hungry  and  cloath  the  Naked.  When  our 
enemies  fhall  be  confined  within  their  due  bounds, 
we  fhall  thus  have  obtained  a  more  natural  and 
lafting  dominion  over  the  Heathen  natives  of 
this  continent  by  our  Arts  and  Manufadlures, 
than  the  Romans  did  over  the  old  world  by  the 
terror  of  their  arms.    Every  river,  creek,  inlet, 

lake 
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lake  and  fcttlemcnt,  will  be  open  to  our  Com- 
merce i  and  when  we  ftretch  forth  food  and  rai- 
ment, and  praftife  the  other  arts  of  Humanity, 
to  the  glad  inhabitants,  it  is  hoped  that  we  Ihall 
not  be  wanting  to  ftretch  forth  alfo  the  l>read  f 
of  life  to  their  famifhed  fouls.  The  prefent  fpi- 
rit  and  difpofition  of  our  nation  give  us  a  well- 
grounded  afTurance  that  the  means  will  never  be 
wanting  for  carrying  on  fuch  benevolent  pur- 
pofes  ♦,  and  when  all  thefe  things  fhall  confpire, 
we  may  truft  that  the  promifed  period,  when  the 
Fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  fhall  come  in,  and  the  Na- 
tions be  converted,  "  even  to  thefe  remotell 
parts  of  the  earth,"  cannot  be  far  off. 

One  circumftance  more,  which  bears  themofl: 
favourable  afpedt  towards  the  accomplilhment  of 
this  event,  ought  not  to  efcape  our  notice.  It  is 
the  fpirit  which  now  difplays  itfelf,  through 
thefe  American  colonies,  for  the  founding  femi- 

+  Old  Hakluyt,  in  his  dedication  to  Sir  Francis  Wal- 
siNCHAM,  l)as  a  fine  thought  to  this  purpofe ;  which  fhews 
that  our  endeavours  for  the  propagation  of  Chriftianity  in  thefe 
parts,  are  only  a  neceflary  refult  of  our  firft  plan  in  making 
new  difcoveries;  and  that  our  Public  Faith,  in  conjunftion 
with  our  Duty  to  our  God,  engages  us  to  the  continuance  of 
thefe  endeavours. 

"  For  mine  own  part  I  take  our  trafficlc  with  the  borne  na- 
turalles,  (meaning  the  Indians)  as  a  pledge  of  God's  further 
favour,  both  unto  us  and  them  ;  but  to  them  efpecially,  unto 
whofe  doors,  I  doubt  not,  in  time  fhall  be  by  us  carried  the 
incomparable  Treafure  of  the  Truth  of  Chriftianity  and  of  the 
Gofpel,  while  we  ufe  ^nd  exercife  common  Trade  with  their 
merchants. 
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uaries  of  Learning  and  the  ad^^ancemcnt  of  u{& 
ful  Science.     Such  pious  def  gns  as  thefe,  aide<i 
and  improved  by  a  preached  Gofpel  and  the  di. 
vine  bleffing,  cannot  fail  of  fpreading  the  rays 
of  heavenly  knowlege  far  over  x:im  untutored 
continent.     The  confideration  of  this  hath  ever 
been  an  interefting  topic  with  me ;  and,  there, 
fore,  I  have  thought  it  worthy  of  being  feparate. 
ly  handled  f.     In  the  mean  time,  the  bare  men- 
tion of  this  Circumftance,  added  to  the  Argu^ 
ments  already  laid  before  you,  will  be  fufficient 
to  eftablilh  the  *«  probability  of  afpeedy  accom- 
plilliment  of  the  prophecies  which  relate  to  thp 
final  Converfion  of  the  nations  j"  which  was  the 
Second  Hea4  of  my  Difcourfe. 

I  PROCEED,  therefore,  in  thcLAST  PLACE,  "from 
this  view  of  things,  to  offer  an  humble  Addreft 
to  you,  my  brediren,  who  are  employed  as  inftru^ 
jnents  in  the  hand  of  God,  for  carrying  on  this 
great  work  of  converfion,  by  the  preaching  of 
the  Gofpel  in  thefe  remote  and  heretofore  untu- 
tored Regions ;  whither  its  joyful  Sound  hath 
fo  lately  reached." 

And  tliis  part  of  my  fubjed  I  enter  upon  witli 
that  diffidence  and  humiliation  of  heart,  which 
become  one  who  is  fpeaking  to  men  of  known 
capacities  and  integrity;  and  among  whom  are 
fundry  of  my  feniors  in  the  facred  ofBce  of  the 
ininiftry.  Added  to  this,  a  feries  of  neceffary  avo- 
cations hath,  for  fome  years  paft,  drawn  a  confi- 
derable  part  of  my  attention  from  the  immediate 

-  -      .  t  See  Part  II  of  this  Difcourfe. 
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fhidy  of  that  Divine  Science,  which  both  duty 
and  inclination  would  induce  me  chiefly  to  cul- 
tivate; and  nothing  but  your  exprefs  injunc- 
tions, joined  to  a  perfuafion  that  it  will  not  be 
neceffary  for  me  to  fay  much  on  this  fubjed, 
could  give  me  the  Freedom  to  proceed. 

Is  it  fo,  then,  my  brethren,   that  God  hath 
ehofen  the  Britifh  nation,  above  all  others,,  to  fet- 
tle the  moft  important  part  of  this  continent  ? 
hath  he  profpered  their  arms,  and  extended  their 
empire  in  the  moft  fignal  manner,  thro'  a  feries 
of  hazardous  events  ?  Doth  he  feem  to  have  pur- 
pofed  through  us  the  extenfion  of  his  everlafting 
Gofpel  'to  the  ends  of  the  world,  and  are  you 
charged  with  the   miniftration  of  that  blelTed 
Gofpel,   and  feverally  capable  of  contributing 
fomewhat,  under  divine  afllftance,  to  the  haftent 
ing  of  that  happy  period,  wherein  «  the  Know- 
kge  of  the  Lord  fhall  cover  the  whole  earth  as 
the  waters  cover  the  fea  ?"  Are  thefe  things  fo ; 
and  can  we  ever  be  without  the  moft  animating 
motives  to  fupport  and  encourage  us  in  fo  noble 
an  undertaking,    how  inconfiderable  foever  the 
temporal  advantages    may  be,    wliich  are   an- 
nexed to  It  ?     Confidcred  in   this   light,    how 
divinely  important  does  your  Mission  appear? 
You   may  look  upon   yourfelves  ^s  fellow- La^ 
hourers  with  the  beft  and  greateft  men  of  every 
Age,  in  that  glorious  Work  for  which  the  Pro- 
phets prophefiedi  for  which  the  Lord  Jefus  de- 
fcended  from  Heaven— for  which  he  toiled,  and 
for  which  ixe  bled^even  the  great  Work  of  pro- 
pagating 
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pagating  Wifdom  and  faving  Knowlcge,  to  the 
very  Ends  of  the  habitable  World  !  Every  ad- 
vantage you  gain  this  way,  you  may  confider  as 
an  Enlargement  of  your  Mailer's  Kingdom, 
and  a  Glory  far  fuperior  to  that  of  temporal  Con- 
quefts  and  Foundations  1 

In  fo  noble  a  work,  therefore,  the  condud  of 
that  firfl:  of  Mijftonaries,  the  great  Apo^le  of  the 
Gentiles,  our  illuftrious  predeceflbr  in  the  bu- 
finels  of  preaching  the  Go/pel  umong  unculti- 
vated nations,  ought  to  be  our  rule  and  model. 
«  When  it  pleafed  God,  fays  he,  to  reveal  his 
Son  in  me,  that  I  might  preach  him  among  the  Hea- 
then^  immmediately  I  conferred  not  with  flefh 
and  blood."  '  This  zealous  fervant  of  Chrift  had 
formed  a  juft  idea  of  the  work  he  had  under- 
taken, and  confidered  it  as  a  field  wherein  he 
was  to  encounter  many  difficulties,  and  reap 
but  few  worldly  advantages.  He  therefore  pro- 
pofes  to  h'mfelf  advantages  of  a  more  durable 
nature,  and  Itrives  to  raife  himfelf  above  this 
world,  and  all  its  clogs  and  attachments.  For 
this  end,  he  holds  daily  intercourfe  with  the  Fa- 
ther of  Spirits,  and  was  frequent  in  prayer  and 
meditation.  And  certainly  if  ever  men  ouo-ht 
to  be  ferious,  humble,  abftraded  from  worldly 
embarraflments,  and  dependent  upon  divine  af- 
fiftance  in  any  office  or  truft  in  this  world,  it 
ought  to  be  in  the  Exercife  of  the  Minijlry,  and 
difpenfation  of  the  glorious  Gofpel  j  for  who  is 
of  himfelf  fufficient  for  thefe  things  ? 
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But  together  with  Serioiifnefs,  Prayer,  Medi- 
tation, and  dependence  upon  God,  an  ardent 
Zeal  and  Fervor  of  Spirit  are  moll  neceflliry 
qualifications.  In  any  undertaking,  where  the 
world  has  but  few  advantages  to  follicit  perfe- 
verance,  nay  where  many  inconveniencies  muft 
neceflarily  be  furmounted,  it  is  well  for  a  man 
to  have  within  himfelf  a  fervent  principle  of 
adion.  Indeed,  indifference  in  the  difcharge  of 
any  duty  is  a  great  error,  but  in  things  of  the 
highefl  moment  it  is  unpardonable.  It  was  a 
fevere  rebuke  to  one  of  the  churches,  that  fhe 
was  hike- warm  j  for  which  fhe  was  threatened  to 
be  fpued  out.  f  "  I  know  thy  works,  that  thou 
art  neither  cold  nor  hot.  I  would  thou  wert 
cold  or  hot,"  faith  the  fpirit  of  God  to  her. 
Whoever  confiders  the  immenfe  value  of  hu- 
man fouls  i  v/hoever  is  impreffed  with  a  jufl  ftnfe 
of  our  prefent  degeneracy;  whoever  contem- 
plates the  vaft  goodnefs  of  God,  and  believes  the 
Gofpel  to  be  the  produce  of  the  greatefl  Love 
which  heaven  could  fhew,  or  a  corrupt  world 
receive— mud  needs  be  inanimate  indeed,  not 
to  glow  with  an  unquenchable  ardour  for  its  uni- 
verfal  extenfion  to  all  the  fons  of  men  ! 

Together  with  zeal  for  Religion,  "  pure  and 
undefiled  before  God  and  the  father,"  y  a  zeal 
for  Civil  Liberty,  its  infeparable  companion,  will 
be  truly  commendable.  It  is  the  peculiar  glory 
pf  the  Britilh  Nation  to  ftrive  not  only  to  en- 
fRcv.  iii.  15.        ![  James  i.  27. 
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lighten,  but  to  ennoble,  the  Hum^  Race;  not 
only  to  break  afunder  thofe^/V/7«^/ Fetters  which 
the  Dominion  of  Antichrist  hath  eftablifh^d 
over  the  Souls  of  men,  but  likemktokt  the  op- 
prejfedgo  Free,  and  to  ftrike  off  thofe^£»^//)i Fet- 
ters under  which  fo  great  a  part  of  the  human 
Species  groans. 

In  fo  righteous  a  2aufe,  it  becomes  the  Mini- 
ilers  of  God's  Word,  which  is  founded  on  Li- 
berty both  of  Body  and  Mind,  to  ftand  amon^ 
ikt  warmell  Champions ;  and  therefore  Ihould 
ever  another  period  come,  when  a  cruel  enemy 
is  advancing  to  rob  us  of  all  that  we  account 
dear  and  facred,  let  us  cry  aloud  and /pare  riot. 
Being  placed  bn  the  walls  of  our  Sion,  and  glow- 
ing fublimely  witBM:he  fpirit  of  Gofpel^truth  and 
Freedom,  let  us  be  earneft  with  our  country,  as 
we  have  been  heretofore,  warning,  exjiorting 
and  animating  all  around  to  "  play  the  men  for 
the  people  and  cities  of  our  God."  f 

This  is  agreeable  to  the  injunftions  of  our  be- 
nevolent fuperiors  in  fuch  cafes  delivered  to  us; 
We  are  charged  to  enforce  Loyalty,  public 'Spi- 
rit, Submifiion  to  juft  government,  and  the  Pay* 
ment  of  neceffary  tribute  and  taxes.  Defignv 
ing  men  may  infinuate,  as  they  have  done,  that 
this  is  going  beyond  our  fphere,  and  they  may 
oppofe  and  injure  us  by  every  device  in  their  ' 
power.  But  ten  thoufand  fuch  attempts  and  in- 
fmuations  ought  not  to  deter  us  from  our  duty* 

t  2  Sam,  X.  i2» 
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Our  Civil  and  Religious  rights  are  infeparably 
conneded  ;  and  whatever  hurts  or  deftroys  the 
IW'"""^'  '"^  ^he  iiTue,  hurt  or  dellroy  the 

Bur  further,  to  a  commendable  Zeal  in  every 
thing  praife-^vorthy,  ,ve  muft  add  Prudence  and 
Decorum  of  conduct;  and,  above  all,  a  gene- 
rous Spinr  ofForkarance,  r.W/..,  and  a.. 
ruy   to  ou.  Proteflant   brethren    of   other  de- 
nominations,     Thcfe  are  Duties  peculiarly  in- 
cumbent on   the   Minifters  of  fo  benevolent  a 
Kehgion  as  that  of  Jesus,  and  fo  generous  a 
Church  as  that  of  England.     Mat^ters  of  Con- 
Icience  come  not  under  human  cognizance.   The 
catholic  and  free  fpirit  of  the  Britilh  Govern- 
ment and  Proteflant  religion  difdains  to  ered  a 
tyranny  over  the  minds  of  men,  or  to  reign  over 
uninformed  zeal.     Religion  can  be  fourded  on 
nothing  ehe  but  every  man's  private  conviction, 
lis  to  God,  m  the  end,  that  we  muft  all  an- 
fw-r ;   and  from  our  own  Confciences,   in  the 
meantime,  that  we  muft  receive  remorfe  or  fatis- 
iadion.     Another  man  cannot  interfere,  nor  feel 
for  us,  nor  judge  for  us,  in  this  matter. 

One  thing  further  is  abfolutely  necefiary  for  us 
as  Minifters  of  God's  word  i  and  that  is  great 
care  and  induftry  in  the  compofition  of  our  Ser- 
mons. We  have  many  eyes  upon  us ;  and  certainly 
it  is  treating  a  fenfible  audience  with  a  very  great 
degree  of  difrefpcd,  for  any  man  to  ftep  into  a 
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pulpit  to  entertain  them  with  what  bears  all  the 
marks  of  want  of  Study  and  Care. 

"  It  is  an  unfeafonable  piece  of  Vanity  (lays 
a  learned  1|  Prelate  of  our  church)  for  any 
p'-eachers  to  offer  their  own  crudities,  till  they 
have  well  digefted  and  ripened  them.  I  wifh 
the  Majefty  of  the  Pulpit  were  more  looked  to, 
and  that  no  fermons  were  offered  from  thence, 
but  fuch  as  fhould  make  the  hearer  both  wifer 
and  better." 

We  do,  however,  readily  acknowlege  tliat  a 
man  vitally  good,  much  with  God,  rich  in  Grace, 
ferv.:  t  in  Spirit,  a  mafter  of  literature  and  ex- 
preffion,  powerful  in  Eloquence,  and  above  all, 
migbly  in  the  Scriptures,  may  be  well  warranted, 
as  circumftances  may  require,  to  fpeak  without 
any  immediate  ftudy  or  preparation.  But,  in  a 
general  way,  this  method  argues  fo  much  want 
of  care  and  deference ;  it  is  withal  fo  dangerous 
in  its  ufe;  and  thefe  divine  Gifts  mentioned 
above  fallfo  feldom  to  the  fhare  of  anyone  man, 
and  it  is  moreover  fo  eafy  to  miftake  or  fubftitute 
the  wild  Ebullitions  of  a  heated  Imgination,  or 
Pharifaical  Pride,  in  their  room ;  that  our  Church 
fuppofes  no  Preaching  of  this  fort.  And  what- 
ever a  man  of  the  moll  extraordinary  virtues  and 
talents  may  be  able  to  do  in  an  unpremeditated 
manner,  he  will  certainly  do  much  more  by 
Itudy,  meditation  and  accurate  compofition. 


II  Cifliop  Burnet. 
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Great  care  is  alforequifite  in  tlie  choice  of 
our  fubjefts.   Tlie  whole  circle  of  Gofpel-truths 
IS  before  us ;  but  fome  require  to  be  more  fre 
quently  preffed  home  than  others.     Subjefts  of 
Litigation,  however,  and  points  of  Controverfy, 
are  to  be  .voided;  unlefs  in  times  of  extremeft 

danger,  when  Fundamentals  andEffentials  may 
be  attacked.  ' 

Some  men  there  are  who,  in  their  Preaching, 
betray  a  marvellous  Littlenefs  of  Ger;.  ,  and 
Barrennefs  of  matter.  They  are  ever  upon  mi- 
nute diftrnftions,  Party-Shibboleths,  perplevjn^ 
definitions,  and  nice  modes;  ten  thoufand  of 
which  if  put  in  the  balance  with  true  Religion 
and  t\,^ ^eightin  mmurs  of  the  Uiv,  would  not 
weigh  a  fing le  gram,  efpecially  when  attended  (as 
they  generally  are)  with  Revilings  and  Curfings 
and  Anathemas  againft  all  others  differing  the 
leaft  from  them  inperfuafion,  to  the  breach  of  that 

n  ^.;f "  5^'f  "y'  *'>i^''  i^  the  very  eflence  of 
Chnft  s  Gofpel,  and  the  height  of  religious  per- 
fedion.     We  may  well  fufped  fuch  men  to  be 
but  Smatterers  in  the  Divine  Science  of  Reli- 
gion, much  like  thofe  bold  Pretenders  in  the 
other  Sciences,  who  finding  it  a  work  of  hard 
labor  to  obtain  a  thorough  knowlege  of  their 
proteffion,  or  peradventure  not  having  the  ca 
pacity  for  it,  are  therefore  obliged  to  hide  their 
own  Ignorance,  and  fupply  the  w.-,nt  of  real  IkiU 
by  arrogant  prctenfions  to  fome  new  difcoveiT 

^^^  I; 
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or  an  affeded  fingularity  in  the  treatment  of  fome 
common  points. 

But  not  lb  the  man  of  comprehenfive  know- 
legc.  Not  fo  the  Preacher  who  has  a  clear  and 
glowing  view  of  his  Mailer's  religion  in  general. 
lie  v/iil  not  endeavour  to  divide  and  perplex 
mankind  by  vain  and  inlignificant  diftindtions, 
but  to  unite  and  animate  them  all  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  true  vital  and  evangelical  piety.  He 
will  not  multiply  notions,  or  delight  to  dwell 
on  trifles,  that  tend  to  fow  animofities  and  create 
confulions  among  the  fame  Species  j  but  to  en- 
force univerfal  Virtue,  and  hght  up  the  lamp  of 
heavenly  Chanty,  to  adorn  and  gild  this  gloomy 
vale  of  life. 

Such  a  one  will  firft  endeavour  to  obtain,  for 
himfelf,  juft  and  elevated  notions  of  the  fupreme 
Being,  together  with  a  mafculine  devotion  of 
heart,  by  approaching  in  frequent  adts  of  con- 
templation to  the  fountain  of  all  grace  ;  and 
what  he  himfelf  is,  he  will  ftrlve  to  make  others 
be.  When  he  fteps  into  the  pulpit,  he  will  carry 
no  fchemes  or  views  thither  with  him  that  are 
fhort  of  his  Mafter's  Glor;/.  He  will  appear  as 
one  Handing  in  the  prfence  of  the  great  Jehovah, 
glowing  for  the  good  of  his  fpecies,  and  im- 
prefled  with  the  vaft  confequence  of  eternity. 
On  every  fubjed,  he  will^^^^^  what  he  feels,  and 
ftrive  to  make  others /<?r.'  what  ht /peaks. 

But,,  in  his  more  folemn  addrefles,  when  he 

finds 
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finds   It   particularly   neceffary    to    reluminaie 
the  dying  fpiiit  of  Freedom  and  Religion  here  on 
earth ;  or  when  the  glorious  profpeds  of  a  better 
world  and  the  amazing  Goodncfs  of  Redeemino- 
Love  are  his  theme,  he  will   then  be  great  In- 
deed !    He  will   feem    all   on  fire.     His  very 
face  will  fpeak  a  foul  of  rapture.     He  will  be 
borne   along  with  a  winged  ardor   of  Genius 
pourmg  forth  a  torrent   of  facred  Eloquence' 
which  fome  will  call  Enthufiafm ;  but,  if  it  mufl 
be  fo  called,  it  will  be  the  noble  Enthufiafm  of 
1  ruth  and  Reafon-a   pure   and  tranfcendent 
flame   bearing  all  down  before  it,  and  burnino- 
Itill  clearer  and  flronger  to  the  very  laft—        *^ 
The    fallen   and  finful   eftate   of  man  •  the 
Grace  and  Goodnefs  of  God ;  the  wonders  of  his 
Love;  Chrill  crucified;  the  Purity  of  his  ever- 
lafting  Gofpel ;  Charity   and  Virtue ;    Righte- 
oufnefs.  Temperance  and  a  Judgment  to  come 
together  with  an  Eternity  afterwards-who,  my 
brethren,  that   has  thefe  fubjedls  before  him 
would  ftoop  to  any  thing  of  trivial  moment,  or 
difgrace  them   by  a  crude  and  unwortliy   ma- 
nagement ?  /       * 

May  the  God  of  heaven  give  all  of  us  the 
grace  of  his  holy  fpirit  to  manage  them  as  we 
ought  and  condud  us  in  every  other  part  of  our 
duty  for  the  edifying  the  body  of  Chrift  " 
Being  poflefled  with  a  juft  conception  of  the 
dignity  ot  our  holy  Profeflion,  and  a  thorough 
*  Ephef.  iv.  12. 

•*^  3  vene- 
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veneration  for  the  Saviour  of  the  world,  may  we 
ftrive,  in  our  feveral  fpheres,  with  an  earneft 
contention  of  foul,  for  the  eftablilhment  of 
genuine  piety,  and  to  make  "hisways  known  on 
Earth,  and  his  faving  health  among  all  Na- 
tions." May  our  Lives  be  a  convincing  ar- 
gument to  the  Heathen  around  us,  that  our  Re- 
ligion is  fomething  more  than  a  name,  and  that 
we  are  in  good  earneft  ourfelves,  concerning  that 
which  we  would  perfuade  them  to  embrace ! 


^  *  * 
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Delivered  before  the  Truftees,  Mafters, 
and  Scholars  of  the  College  and  Academy 
of  Philadelphia,  at  the  jfirft  anniverfary 
Commencement  in  that  place. 

Psalm  ii.  8. 

^sk  of  me  and  I  jhall  give  thee  the  Heathen 
for  thine  inheritance,  and  the  uttermojl 
parts  of  the  earth  for  thy  pojjejfion, 

A  FULL  explanation  of  this  text,  compared 
with  fundry  others,  that  forctel  the  final 
Converfion  of  the  Heathen,  and  feem  to  have  a 
particular  reference  to  our  fituation  on  this  Con- 
tinent, hath  been  already  attempted. 

Christianity,  we  obferved,  was  firft  reveal- 
ed in  the  eastern  parts  of  the  v/orld.  Like  the 
Sun,  there  it  rofe-,  and,  like  him,  advancing 
WESTWARD  through  the  nations,  diffufed  light 
and  love  and  joy,  wherever  it  came.  At  length, 
it  crofled  the  vaft  Adantic  •,  and,  in  the  fetde- 
ment  of  thefe  colonies,  a  way  was  opened  for 
adding  a  large  inheritance  to  the  Kingdom  ot 
Jefus,  in  the  remoteft  parts  of  the  Weft. 
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'Tis  true  that  no  great  progrefl^  hath  hitherto 
been  made  in  this  work.  There  h  yet  an  im^ 
mcnfe  deptJi  of  this  continent,  whofe  forlorn  in. 
habitants  never  had  any  opportunity  "  to  hear 
the  glad  tidings  of  falvation  i"  and,  of  thole 
who  have  been  bleft  with  fuch  an  opportunity, 
few,  very  few,  have  turned  a  liHening  ear  to  the 
joyful  found. 

But  "  t  the  Promifes  of  God  in  Chrift  are  all 
Yea  and  Amen."     A  careful  examination  of  his 
revealed  word  hath  thoroughly  fixed  our  belief 
that  the  time   will  come,   when   the  Heathen 
ground   us    ihall   be    gathered   into    his. fold, 
under  the  great  Ihepherd  and  bifliop  of  fouls. 
Nay  many  aufpicious  circumflances  in  the  pre- 
ient  fituation  of  things  on  this  continent,  already 
enumerated,  give  us  reafon  to  exped  that  the 
accomplilhment  of  this  event  is  now  not  far  re- 
mote.   And  oh  !  what  a  triumphant  confidera- 
tion  IS  this,   to  thofe  who  bejieve  the  Golpel  of 
Jefus  "  to  be  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation  ?" 
Now,  one  of  tl.ofe  circumflances,  which  wa'j 
but  flightly  mentioned  before,  I  have  at  prefent 
the  n^oil  favorable  opportunity  of  confiderinff 
more  at  large.     It  is  "  the  fpirit  which  difplays 
_.lelf,  through  t^efe  American  colonies,   for  the 
founding  feminaries  of  Learning ;   and  the  crreat 
influence  which  the  advancement  of  the  Scie'kces 
has  on  the  advancement  of  Chrifc's  Gofpel. 
In  order  to  do  juftice  to  this  fubjctl,  it  will  be 

t  Corinth,  i   50. 
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necefiary  to  give  fome  account  of  the  Human 
Sciences,  as  well  as  of  the  fublhne  Science  of 
■  Chnltianity ;  to  fhew  the  fubferviency  of  the 
former  to  the  advancement  of  the  latter,  and 
thereby  to  engage  your  continued  favour  and 
protection  of  this  infant  Seminary.  And  that  I 
may  proceed  with  the  greater  precifion  and  clear- 
neis,  I  Hiall  recur  to  firft  principles. 

If  we  confult  the  conaitution  of  our  nature, 
we  fiiallfind  ourfelves,  in  every  purfuit,  actuated 
by  the  defire  of  Ilappinefs,  and  determined  to 
account  every  thing  more  or  lefs  valuable,  as  it 
tends  more  or  lefs  to  that  end. 

Happiness,   however,    is  a  complex    thino-, 
compounded  of  many  ingredients  ;  and  the  ro^d 
to  attain  it  has  its  labyrinths  and  windings  not 
to  be  travelled,  but  with  caution  and  forcfight. 
For  man,  being  made  up  of  foul  and  body,  fuf- 
tains  a  double  relation,  and  is  capable  of  a  double 
kind  of  pleafure  -,  there  being  a  variety  of  ob- 
jeds  fuited  to  the  variety  of  his  affeftions,  pal- 
fions  and  tempers,  when  in  their  found  moraj 
ftate.    His  Happinefs,  therefore,  muft  evidently 
depend  on  making  a  right  eflimate  of  thefe  ob- 
jects,  and  maintaining  this  found  temperament 
ofconfritution;   fo  as  to  purfue  each  of  them 
with  a  degree  of  force  commenfurate  to  their  re- 
fpedive  values,  or  tendencies  to  give  pleafure. 

Hence,  then,  whatever  enables  a  man  to  make 
a  right  eltimate  of  things,  and  to  frame  his  con- 
dud  agreeably,  muft  be  confidered  as  an  engine 
of  his  happinefs,  and  is  to  be  valued  propor- 
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tlonably.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  thole  rc- 
fearches  which  bring  him  acquainted  with  him- 
felf,  the  ends,  ufes  and  meafures  of  his  feveral 
powers  and  movements,  together  with  the  ends 
^nd  ufes  of  the  various  objedls  with  which  he 
ftands  connefted,  mud  be  a  main  Ipr'mg  of  his 
happinefs  j  and,  in  this  view,  may  be  denomi- 
nated his  true  IVifdom^  ^^firft  and  great  Philofo- 
phy  i  or  that  glorious  Syflem  of  Knowlege,  which 
gives  him  his  chief  prehcminence  over  the  brutes, 
and  exalts  him  to  the  fuprcme  pcrfcdion  and 
higheft  enjoyment  of  liis  nature  ! 

Other  Sciences  may  have  their  life,  as  mat- 
ters of  ornament  or  amufement.  But  whenever 
they  interfere  Vvith  tliis  grand  Science  of  Life 
and  Manners,  they  are  to  be  dilregarded  as  empty 
trifles ;  fubjeds  at  Left  but  of  vain  curiofity,  or 
unavailing  fpeculation.  ' 

I  SHALL,  therefore,  endeavour  to  diftinguilh 
the  True  from  the  Falfe,  the  fpurious  parts  of 
Knowlege  from  thole  of  genuine  growth,  by 
pointing  out  to  you  the  eflential  branches  of  this 
great  Mafter-fcience.  In  doing  this,  let  us  never 
lofe  fight  of  the  fundamental  principle  al- 
ready laid  down,  namely  that  every  part  of 
knowlege,  (human  knowlege  I  fpeak  of)  derives 
its  value  from  its  tendency  to  inform  us — What  [i 
we  are,  and  whither  dcftined  •,  what  our  con- 
ftitution  and  connexions  •,  and  what  our  Duties  in 
confequence  thereof. 

II  Quid  fumu?,  et  qtiidnam  viauri  gigniinur, 

Who. 
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Whoever  fets  out  on  this  enquiry  will,  in 
the  firft  inftance,  be  fcruck  with  the  vaftnefs  of 
the  undertaking,  and  the  ..ifufficiency  of  his  ovn 
abilities.  Human  nature,  and  the  various  natures 
around  it,  are  a  copious  fubjeft.  Life  is  Ihort, 
and  each  man's  own  experience  too  fcanty  to 
trace  for  himfelf  the  relations  and  fitnefs  of 
things ;  to  examine  into  all  Moral  and  Phyfical 
Qualities;  and,  from  thence,  to  deduce  the 
Rules  of  Condud,  and  afcertain  the  true  Path 
of  Happinefs.  Like  a  tra\eller  in  a  ftrange 
country,  he  will,  therefore,  be  glad  to  enquire 
his  way  of  others  ;  and  make  all  pofTible  ufe  of 
the  Experience  of  thofe  who,  with  Iionor  and 
fuccefs,  have  travelled  the  path  of  life  before 
him.  He  will  endeavour  to  avail  himfelf  equally 
of  the  good  and  bad  fortune  of  thofe  whofe 
courfe  is  finiflied,  and  ftrive  to  bring  all  Antiquity 
under  Contribution  to  him  for  wifdom. 

But  how  could  this  be  done,  if  there  were 
not  fome  method  of  preferving,  and  pofleffino- 
ourfelves  of,  the  experience  of  others  ?  And  Jiere 
we  fee  the  ufe  of  Languages  and  Writing.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  an  acquaintance  with  all  forts  of  lan- 
guages would  be  almoft  as  difficult  an  acquifi- 
tion,  as  the  particular  examination  of  all  forts  of 
things.  Hence  then,  it  became  neceflary  for 
the  Learned  to  fix  on  fome  Univerfal  Language 
or  Languages,  as  the  grand  channel  or  inftru- 
ment  of  conveying  their  experiences,  obfcrva- 
tions  and  conclufions,  concerning  the  Condud 
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Now  Greek  and  Latin  have  been  cliofcn  for 
thefe  purpofcs,  on  Ibveral  lubOHntinl  accounts. 
^or  not  to  mention  that  many  of  the  nobleft 
produflions  of  ancient  genius  were  originally 
written  in  thefe  languages,  it  is  to  be  obferved 
that  dead  languages  are  more  durable,  and  lefs 
fiuftuating,  than  living  ones ;  and,  befides  this, 
living  nations,  jealous  of  each  other,  would  think 
It  too  great  a  mark  of  diftindion  to  chufe  the 
language  ofanyparticular  nation  among  them,  as 
the^rand  channel  of  knowiege  and  experience. 

•        1^  ^^'  ^^^^"'  ^^^^^  ^"  acquaintance  with  what 
IS  called    the  Learned  Languages  is  flill  juftly 
confidered  as  a  part  of  liberal  Education,  and  a 
neceflary  introdudion   to   the   Sciences.     For, 
thoup^i  words,  abltradlly  confidered,  cannot  in 
themlelves  add  to  our  knowiege,  yet  as  the  Means 
of  conveying  and  acquiring  knowiege,  they  will 
be  ftudied  by  all  thofe  who,  to  their  own  ex- 
perience,  would   add   tht  experience   of  thofe 
who  have  lived  in  former  ages  j  or,  living  in 
the  prefent,  can  no  otherwife  render  the  fruits 
of  their  enquiries  ufeful  to  mankind,  than  by 
Language  and  Writing.f 

t  The  author  found  it  neceflary  to  be  thus  particular  in 
<!xpla,n,ng  the  ufe  of  the  Learned  Languages ;  fome  regarding 
them  as  a  needlefs  part  of  education,  and  others  confiderinl 
them  as  all  the  education  neceflary  to  a  fcholar— Opinions 
equally  prejudicial  lo  the  advancement  of  Sound  Knowiege 
Under  this  head,  it  is  obvious  that  he  means  to  include  Hif  * 
tory.  both  natural  and  civil ;  i.  e.  whatever  can  be  obtained 
trom  the  Experience  of  others. 

Never- 
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Nevertheless,  aperfori,  who  knows  himlclf 
endued  with  reafon  and  underllanding,  will  not 
be  content  to  take  his  knowlege  entirely  at  Ic- 
cond  hand.  On  fubjedts  (o  important  as  the  na- 
ture and  fitnefs  of  things,  and  the  Sumnium 
Bonum  of  man,  he  will  not  rely  wholly  on  a  Hif- 
torical  knowlege,  founded  on  the  Kxperience 
and  Teftimony  of  others  j  however  much  Iiis 
labors  may  be  iliortcned  thereby.  He  will  think 
It  his  duty  to  examine  for  himfelf,  and  to  ac- 
quire a  iMoral  and  Phyfical  knowlege  ;  founded 
on  his  own  Experience  and  Oblcrvation. 

This  is  v/hat  we  call  Philofophy  in  general; 
comprehending  in  it  the  knowlege  of  afl  thingl 
Human  and  Divine,  fo  far  as  they  can  be  made 
the  objeds  of  our  prefent  enquiries.  Now  the 
genuine  branches  of  this  Philofophy  or  great 
fyftem  of  praaical  Wifdom,  together' with  the 
neceflary  inftrumental  parts  thereof,  may  be  in- 
cluded under  the  following  gejieral  heads  •  it 
appearing  to  mc  that  the  nature  of  things  admits 
of  no  more. 

1.  Languages,  &c.  which  have  been  already 
mentioned  rather  as  an  Inftrument  or  Means  of 
Science,  than  a  Branch  thereof. 

2.  Logic  and  Metaphyfics,  or  the  Science  of 
the  Human  mind ,  unfolding  its  powers  and  di- 
rediing  its  operations  and  reafonings. 

;^.  Natural  Philofophy,  Mathematics,  and 
the  reft  other  beautiful  train  of fubfervient  arts  • 
invefligating   the  Phyfical  properties  of  Body,' 

ex- 
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explaining  the  various  phenomena  of  Nature  i 
and  teaching  us  to  render  her  fubfervient  to  the 
cafe  and  ornament  of  Life. 

4.  Moral  Philofophy;  applying  all  the  above 
to  the  bufinefs  and  bofoms  of  men,  deducing 
the  laws  of  our  condud  from  our  fituation  in 
life  and  connexions  with  the  Beings  around  us, 
fettling  the  whole  (Economy  of  the  Will  and 
Affedlions,  eftablilhing  the  predominancy  of 
Reafon  and  Confcience,  and  guiding  us  to  Hap- 
pinefs,  through  the  pradice  of  Virtue. 

5.  Rhetoric,  or  the  art  of  mafterly  Compo- 
fition,  juft  Elocution,  and  found  Criticifm; 
teaching  us  how  to  cloath  our  wifdc  '  in  the 
moil  amiable  and  inviting  garb ;  how  to  o-ive 
hfc  and  fpirit  to  our  ideas,  and  make  our  knovv- 
lege  of  the  greateft  benefit  to  ourfelves  and 
others. 

This  lail:  m.entioned  part  of  literary  accom- 
pliHiment,  like  the  firft,  I  grant,  is  to  be  confix 
dered  rather  as  an  Inftrumcnt,  than  a  Branch 
of  Science.  Kut  if  the  above  definition  be  juft, 
you  will  not  wonder  that  we  feparate  it  from' 
Languages,  as  being  of  a  much  higher  nature 
than  they ;  and  even  place  the  ftudy  of  it  after 
all  the  other  Sciences,  feeing  they  are  ||  necellliry 
and  lubfervient  to  its  perfection. 

These   are  the  capital  branches  of  Human 
Science,  as  taught  in  every  liberal  inftitution  ; 
and  were  there  no  connexion  between  them  and  • 
II  See  Appendix  II.  Number  L 

the 
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^.e  knowlege  of  Chrifl's  religion,  or  did  weilop 
Ihort  at  the  former  without  bringing  them  home 
to  tht  latter ;  we  fhould  then  indeed  be  build- 
lip  to  ourfelvs  ftrudures  of  emptinefs  on  foun- 
foundations  of  rottennefs.     But  it  is  impoiTible 
that  ever  Sciences,  fo  liberal  as  thofe  mentioned 
above,  tending  fo  diredbly  to  elevate  and  enlarge 
the  mmd,  fhould  be  at  enmity  to  the  divine  Sci- 
ence of  Chriftianity,  and   the  great  myftery  of 
Godlinefs  j  that  fublimeft  fyftem  of  Philofophy 
into  which  even  the  Angels  themfelves  defire  to 
be  further  initiated  !  A  little  learning,  may  poC 
fibly  have  the  EfFeds  which  a  great  f  genius  af- 
cribes  to  it.     But  fuch  an  acquaintance  with  the 
fciences,  as  is  defcribed  above,  will  be  fo  far  from 
damping  the  ardor  of  religious  knowlege,  that  it 
will  be  more  and  more  inflamed  thereby  •  which 
isa  moft  convincing  argument  of  theftrong  and 
immediate  connexion  between  them. 

Were    it  necelTary  to  be  particular  on   this 
head,   I  might  mention    the   example  of  the 
greateft  and  beft  Philolbpliers   of  every  acre  • 
who  have  always    been   tiie  mofl  devout  men' 
Far  from  being  puffed  up  with  the  pride  of  hu- 
man Learning,  or  "  afhamed  of  the  Gofpel  of 
Chnft,"  they  have  made  it  their  o-Iory,   and  ac- 
knowlege  it  to  contain  the  only  infallible  rules  of 
their  conduft  in  this  life,    and  the  only  founda- 
tion  of  their  hope  in  that  wJiich  is  to  come      It 
*s  laid  of  Che  great  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  that,  tho* 

t  Bacon. 

he 
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he  entered  further  into  the  depths  of  Pliilofoph/ 
than  ever  mortal  before  him,  yet  he  accounted 
the  Scriptures  of  God  to  be  the  moft  fublime 
Philofophy ;  and  never  mentioned  his  Creator's 
name  without  an  awful  paufe  of  adoration 
wonder  and  felf-abafement ! 

The  further  we  pufh  our  enquiries  into  na- 
ture,  the   more  we  fhall  be  convinced  of  the 
greatnefs  of  its  author,  and  the  infufficiency  of 
unenlightened   Reafon.     We  lliali   fi^id   many 
things  of  the  utmoft  importance  for  us  to  know, 
which  yet  will  baffle  all  our  efforts,    and  elude 
our  moft  eager  refearches.     The  creation   and 
various  revolutions  of  the  world,    the  fall  and 
redemption  of  man,   the  laft  judgment  and  an 
immortality  to  come,  r  ,-e  fubjeds  in  which  no 
human   wifdom  could   inftrudt   us,    unlefs  the 
Lord  had  been  pleafed   to  reveal  himfelf  con- 
cerning them. 

And  yet  what  is  all  the  Philofophy  in  the 
world  compared  to  a  knowlege  in  th-^fe  points  ? 
Where  is  its  fublimity,  or  what  is  its  fignificancy 
to  us,  if  it  affords  us  no  infallible  rule  of  duty  at 
prefent,  and  no  ground  of  hope  hereafter  ?  If  it 
leaves  us  in  the  dark  concerning  our  own  origi- 
nal, the  means  of  falvation  from  fin  and  mife^v, 
and  the  immortal  ftate  of  our  fouls  in  the  un' 
tried  periods  of  eternity  ? 

What  joy,  then,  muft  it  yield  a  fincere  En- 
quirer, to  be  fufficiently  informed  upon  thefe 
important  fubjeds,  by  a  revelation  from  God 
^  Iiim- 
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Ji.mielf  ?  Can  he  negleft  or  defpife  r«ch  an  awful 
fyftcm  ?  Or  will  he  noe  rather  take  it  to  his  bo 
fom,  fearch  into  its  depths,  and  reverence  it  as 
containirtg  the  words  of  eternal  life,"  and  be- 
'ng  the  ncheft  legacy  which  heaven  eould  give, 
or  earth  receive  ?  ^     ' 

Such  a  Revelation  and  fuch  i  Legacy  are  tJie 
Scnptures  of  God.    I„  all  the  fimplifit/ofTr^S 
and  be    ,„,,  ofn^ajefty,  they  deliver  thrfe  S 
by  wh.ch  we  are  to  live  here  and  bejudged  here- 
artet     Containing  doftrines  the  moft  rational 
and  exalted    precepts  the  moft  humane  and  im 
portant    a  ftile  the  moft  rich  and  perfudiv^ 
abounding  m   all  the  variety   of  t^Tf"^ 
.  .igures  and  "  Iharper  than  a  ■^o-edgXord^ 
the  Scnptures  are  calculated  to  feize  !nH         A 
the  affeaions .  to  enlighten  aldexdtThe  ^""f" 
ftanding.  to  alarm  afd  ro^ttTZ^^^ 
to  confirm  our  hopes  and  remove  our  ffearl      ' 
banifl,  fuperftitio;,  and  caft  down  the  mSoV  he 
nations ,  to  mitigate  lawlefs  power  and  h,     . 
"■!=  the  rage  of  barbanfm ,  and  "cal  ttroff 

to  a  truft  in  the  Livmg  God,  obedience  m  K  ' 
moral  aws,  repentance  for  paft  off.  'eran  ac' 
ceptable  and  manly  devotion  of  h-   ,       \  ■ 

^-  Wtalit/an  unio^ 'IJ  ai  ^t^^^ 

SStrun?;eSr'°'^^«^-'^^-'8ei-"nd 

EvzR  V  thingwhich  human  reafon  would  dePre 

to  be  informed  in.  isfu,lybroup^ttolig;:;,t: 
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Gofpel.  Here  the  Origin,  Connexions  and  Du- 
ties of  man  are  amply  defcribed !  Here  his  de- 
parture from  his  firft  Innocence  and  rectitude, 
the  degradation  of  his  nature,  and  all  the  mar- 
vellous workings  of  omnipotence  to  reclaim  and 
fave  him,  are  diftindly  recorded !  Here  we  fee 
the  Prophets  prophefying  for  his  fake,  the  old 
world  drowned,  another  fitted  up,  and  lafl  of  all 
the  Lord  of  Glory  defcending  from  heaven,  to 
accomplifh  the  amazing  Plan  of  Redemption, 
and  reftore  him  to  the  divine  favour !  Here  alfo 
Life  and  Immoitality  are  brought  to  light,  and 
the  Future  difplayed !  Here  the  folemnity  of 
the  laft  Judgment,  and  the  aftonifhing  fcenes  of 
the  general  Confummation,  are  laid  before  us ! 
Here  Death  is  difarmed  of  his  Sting,  and  the 
Grave  of  Vi6tory  !  Here  the  gates  of  Heaven 
are  fet  open— and  Oh!  what  an  unutterable 
weight  of  Glory-  thro'  all  the  ages  of  eternity — 
Say,  then,  ye  Wife  Ones  of  the  earth!  ye 
Sages,  ye  Philofophers,  or  by  whatever  other 
names  ye  would  be  called  !  fay  now,  what  is  the 
amount  of  your  knowlege,  if  it  refolves  you  not 
on  fuch  lubje6ts  as  thcfe  ?  Can  an  acquaintance 
with  human  Science  render  you  indifferent  to 
fuch  an  exalted  fyllern  of  heavenly  Wifdom  as 
this  ?  Surely  not.  Tlie  one  will  only  inflame 
your  thirfl  for  the  other,  and  make  you  purfue 
it  as  the  Hnilhing  and  mod  durable  part  of  the 

whole. 

"  Foil,  whetlier  there  be  Tongues,  they  Ihall 

ceafe  i 
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ceafe;,  or  whether  there  be  Knowlegc,  it  Ihall 
vpnifh  away."     This  vain  world  itfelf,  all  its  gay 
fcenes,  every  thing  that  we  account  wife  or  cu- 
rious m  It,  Ihall  come  to  an  end  and  pleafe  no 
more.     But  the  fublime  fubjeds  of  the  Gofpel 
will  ftill  be  New.  They  will  be  the  objeaof  our 
enalefs  enquiries,  and  conftitute  a  Philofophy 
the  Marvellous  of  which  eternity  cannot  exhauft 
nor  the  longed  periods  of  duration  brino-  to  decay 
And  now,  having  fliewn  the  fubfe^^v^iency  of 
Human  Science  to  the  advancement  of  Chriflia 
nity,  and  that  a  liberal  Education  is  a  means  of 
fpreadmg  a  third  for  heavenly  wifdom ;    what 
need  I  add  more  to  bcfpeak  your  continued  fa- 
vour  and  protedion  of  this  Seminary  ?  Surely  it 
cannot  be  indifferent  to  us,  whether  the  know- 
lege  of  Chrift  and   his  blefled  Gofpel  fhall  be 
fpred  over   this  continent,  or  not  ?     Surely  it 
cannot  be  indifferent  to  us,  whether  our  own 
children  Ihould  be  bred  up  in  ignorance ,  or  whe- 
mer  they  Ihall  fhine  in  every  moral  excellence, 
the  glory  of  their  country  and  a  lic,ht  to  tlie 
world  around  them  ?     We  muft  know  the  rela- 
tion in  which  we  fland  to  them,  and  the  account 
which  we  fhall  one  day  be  required  to  give  of 
their  tender  years. 

For  whatever  bufinefs  a  man  may  be  defio-n- 
ed,  a  liberal  education  will  not  only  prepare  him 
for  that,  but  alfo  for  a  life  of  general  virtue.- 
It  mtended  for  the  noble  Proi^mon  ot  the  Law 
to  bs  the  protedors  of  the  innocent  and  advo- 

^^^  2  catcs 
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catcs  of  juflice  j  the  beft  foundation  will  be  a 
love  of  humanity,  and  a  thorough  knowlege  of 
the  laws  of  nature,  and  general  rights  of  man- 
kind. If  for  the  Icrvice  of  the  Hate,  the  fame 
will  hold  good.  The  man  beft  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  civil  government,  the  juft  bounds 
of  authority  and  fubmiflion,  and  the  univerfal 
principles  of  equity  and  virtue,  will  always  be 
the  ableft  Politician  and  firmefl  Patriot.  Again, 
if  intended  to  follow  the  healing  art  of  Phyfic, 
the  knowlege  of  Mathematics  and  the  various 
branches  of  Natural  Philofophy,  will  be  the  beft 
introduction.  If  propofed  for  the  Miniftry  of 
the  blefted  Gofpel,  every  human  Science  ought 
to  lend  its  aid,  and  kindle  a  love  of  wifdom. 

If  other  arguments  were  neceffary  to  induce 
you  to  the  cultivation  of  knowlege  and  the  fup- 
port  of  fuch  ufeful  feminaries  as  "his,  I  might 
difplay  to  you  the  wonderful  change  which  the 
Sciences  have  produced  in  the  ftate  of  every  coun- 
try, where  they  have  been  received.  Though 
they  have  not  been  able  wholly  to  eradicate  Ty- 
ranny, yet  they  have  always  checked  and  miti- 
gated its  influence;  infpiring  humanity,  love 
of  moral  excellency,  and  every  fofter  virtue. 

But  why  Ihould  I  bring  inftances  from  other 
countries,  when  one  of  the  moft  illuftrious  is  be- 
fore our  eyes  ?  This  poliftied  and  flourilhing 
City !  what  was  it  fourfcore  years  ago  ?  Even  its 
foundations  were  not  then  laid  -,  and  in  their 
pUce  was  one  depth  of  gloomy  wildernefs !  This 

very 
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verylpot  the  Scat  of  the  Mufes-where  I  have 
now  the  honour  to  ftand,  preachin.  the  Go  be! 
of  Jefus,fu„o„„dedwith  men  excelling  in  evt^ 
vduable  accomplift,„ent,  and  youths  ffi/rfeT 
their  great  example— had  I  lin  if  .u     ""    l 

I,K„  "l      '        '  <:'Pecially  thofe   whofe   cin,,. 
Jabors  have  contribt,ted  eminently  to  th  t  e^nd  r 

i>c.cnce!  proceed,  ftiU  proceed  >  let  other  Sem 

extend;  and,  beyond  thefe,  let  others  and  ftil 
"".ers  nfe,  through  the  remoteft  depths  of  fh^' 
continenc-  tillPh^wp.  ?  •      i       .     r*-"^  or  this 

fal  and  <'  r  .  n  ,  I"^"""""  '^  """^-^  ""iver- 
lai,  and      t,.e  Heathen  be  given  him  for  an  in 

hentance,  and  the  uttermoft  parts  o^  the  ear.h 
for  a  poiTe/non !"  '^  ^*"" 
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The  great  Duty  of  public  Worfhip,  and  of 
erecfting  and  fctting  apart  proper  Places 
for  that  Purpofe. 

Preached 

fn  St.  Peter's  Church,  Philadelphia, 
September  4th,   1761, 

Being  the  Day  appointed  for  the  iirfl  Per- 
formance 0/  Divine  Worfhip  in  the  faid 
Church. 

With  an  Account  of  the  Service  ufed  on 
that  Occasion. 
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At 
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At  a  Meeting  ofVeJiry,  held  at  St.  Pfter's 
Church,  September  7///,  1761. 

RESOLVED,  that  the  Thanks  of  this 
Board  be  given  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Smith, 
for  his  excellent  Smnon  preached  at  the  Openinc^ 
of  St  Peter's  Church,  the  4thlnftant;  and 
the  Church-Wardens  are  ordered  to  return  him  the 
Thanks  of  this  Boara  accordingly,  and  to  requeft 
the  Favour  of  him  to  furnifh  a  Copy  of  the  faid 
Sermon  to  be  printed. 

True  Copy  from  the  Minutes. 

A.  Stedman,  Church-Warden. 
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PREFACE. 

T  Twas  an  ancient  Cuftom  not  on!)  anion-  riv 
X   Jews,  but  even    among  the  (a^ntilcs,''jon^r 
before  Christmnitv,  to  feparaie  from  com 
mon  Ufe,  by  ccr.uin  formal  Rites  of  F.edicntion, 
their  Temples,  Altars  and  Places  of  reli^riou 
Worfhip.     And  we  find  God  himlcif  exprefslv 
approvmg  this  Cuftom  ^n  Refpeft  to  the  Tev^s 
(who  were  his  peculiar  People,  anc!  bleffed  wirh 
a  more  adequate  Knowlege  of  his  Name^  inai" 
much  as  he  vouchfafed  his  fpecial  Prefence  in 
the  Places  fo  feparated  and  dedicated  by  them 
Of  this,  the  Chapter,  from  which  the  Text  of 
the  following  Difcourfe  is  taken,  furniihes  fuffi 
cient  Evidence  j  and,  in  the  third  Verfe  of  the 
fucceeding  Chapter,   God  exprelsly  tells   Solo- 
mon—" I  have  heard  thy  Prayer  and  thy  Sup 
phcation—I  have  hallowed  tiiis  Houfe  which 
thou  haft  built,  to  put  my  Name  therefor  ever  • 
and  mine  Eyes  and  mine  Heart  Ihall  be  there 
continually." 

Agreeable  to  this,  the  primitive  Chriftians 
even  in  the  moft  difficult  Tim.s  (as  we  haAe  the 
utmoft  Reafon  to  believe)  did  not  reibrt  to  any 
Place  for  ftated  Worihip,  till  they  had  ^T^tfepL 
rated  ox  fct  it  apart,  if  not  by  public  Rites,  yet 
at  leaft  by  peculiar  Thankfgivings,  and  Prayers 
tor  a  fandified  Ufe  thereof     And  in  the  more 

prof. 
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profperous  Days  of  Chriftianity,  when  King$ 
and  Potentates  became  Converts  to  its  Truths, 
thefe  Separations  were  performed  with  far  greater 
Ceremony,  and  diftinguilhed  by  the  more  pom- 
pous Names  of  Dedications,  Confecrations,  and 
the  like ;  in  all  wliich  ads,  "  the  common  Prayers 
of  the  Church  were  not  looked  upon  as  fufficient, 
without  fpecial  Panegyrical  Orations,  and  Forms 
of  Adoration  and  Praife  more  peculiar  to  the 
Occafion."  * 

This  Cuflom  was  very  early  introduced  into 
our  Mother-Country  j  for  we  find  Aullin  him- 
felf,  who  has  been  fly  led  the  Apoflle  of  our  An- 
ceftors,  agreeable  to  his  inftrudions,  convertino- 
fuch  Idol-teniples,  as  were  fit  for  Ufe,  into  Chri^ 
tian  Churches,  by  the  Rites  of  Confecration.  And 
in  after-times  it  was  exprefly  provided,  that  all 
Churches,  ^c,  ihould  be  confecrated  within  two 
Years  after  they  were  finillicd ;  f  nor  do  our 
Laws  take  any  Notice  of  Churches  or  Chapels,  as 
fuch,  till  they  are  formally  confecrated.  )| 

Now,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that,  in  thefe  Laws 
and  Regulations,  our  Fore-fathers  were  aduated 
by  the  fame  pious  Motives  that  influenced  the 
primitive  Chrillians  -,  namely  the  Hopes  (ground- 

*  See  Bingham't  Ecclef.  Antiquities,  who  gathers  this  from 
Eufebius,  who  has  preferved  an  Oration  delivered  on  one  of 
thefe  Occafions. 

t— ut  omnes  Cathedrales  Ecclefia;,  et  Conventuales,  acPa- 
Tochialcs,   a  tempore  Perfe^lionis  ipfarum,   infra  Biennium, 
per  Dicecefanos  ad  quos  pertiu.-nt,  vel  eorum  Audoritate  per 
alios>  Con/ecratioties  accipererit. 
II  V.  Coke  Inll.  4. 

ed 
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ed  on  the  old  Teftament,  and  more  particularly 
on  the  new)  that  God  would  be  fpecially  prefent 
with  them,  to  hear  their  Prayers  and  pardon  theit 
Offences,   in  thofe  Places  thus  feparated  to  his 
Service,  and  dedicated  to  his  Name.     And  thus 
run  the  Preambles  of  thefe  very  Laws  them- 
felves— «  Domus  Dei,  matendi  Subje6lo  non  dif 
ftrens  aprivatis,  per  Myfierium  Dedicatiom  invi/i- 
hiky  ft  Templum  Domini,  ad  expiationem  Deli^lo- 
rum  &  divinam  Mifericordiam  implorandam"— 1|. 
And  therefore  it  was  but  fit   that  the  Perfor- 
mance of  a  Service  fo  folemn  and  ancient,  agree- 
able to  the  fame  Laws,  fnouid  be  referved  to  the 
higheft  Dignitaries  of  the  Church,   namely  the 
Bifhops,  onthofe  having  their  immediate  Autho- 
rity. 

In  this  Country,  then,  where  our  Church  is 
far  removed  from  the  Government  of  her  Bi.hops, 
and  where  it  hath  not  yet  been  the  Method  (nor 
indeed  would  Circumilances  always  admit)  be- 
fore a  ftated  Ufe  of  our  newly-ereded  Places  of 
Worlhip,  to  follicit  a  fpecial  Authority  for  fepa^ 
rating  them  to  God's   Service,  in  the  exprefs 
Manner  of  any  approved  Ri.aal;  all  we  can  do 
is  to  preferve  fo  much  of  the  original  Defign  of 
the  thing  as  Prefhyters  may  warrantably  perform, 
and   which,    in   fuch    Circumftances,    may  be 
thought  more  immediately  neceffary  for  Edifica- 
tion.   We  may  meet  on  afixtDay ;  and,  in  Con- 
junftion  with  the  common  Service  of  the  Church, 
^."  ^j'^-  ^/  ^°"'""'"'  ^  ^'^''"^'  ^^^^'  E^-'l'^^-  52  Hen.  t. 

ixibjonh  Cod.  -'     .  J 

may 


'7^  PRE  F  ACE. 

may  ufe  fuch  particular  Forms  of  Prayer,  and 

Sermons,  as  may  be  fuitable  to  the  Ocrafion- 

ble  Defire  offiuwg  apart  fuch  Places  to  his  Ser- 
vice, and  keeping  them  continuallv  facred  ro 
,     that  pious  End. 

Thus  much  is  in  the  Power  of  every  religious 
Society;  and  thus  much,  at  leaft,   as  Members 
of  the  Church  of  England,  it  is  our  particular 
Duty  to  do,  with  all  poffible  Solemnity,  Gravity 
and  Love  to  God,   whenfoever  we  </«,./,  any 
,  particular  Place  to  his  Service ;  in  Order  that 
tor  ever  afterwards,  when  we  enter  therein,  we 
mayconfiderourfelves  as  entering  into  the  Place 
where  he  hath  promifed  to  manifefthis  more  im- 
mediate Prefence,    and  behave  ourfelves  when 
there  (as   the  primitive  Chriftians  are  ||  Ikid  to 
have  done  ,n  their  Places  of  Worlhip)  with  the 
mmoft  Reverence  and  Devotion,  as  in  thePalace 
of  the  Great  King. 

These  were  thePrinciples  kept  in  View  at  the 

?7Tu  />  ^""'^  <^""'^^"  i"  this  City; 
and  the  beft  Teftimony  for  the  Conduft  of  that 

Solemnity  is  the  Approbation  it  met  with,  even 

irom  fome  who  came  prejudiced  againft  every 

Thing  of  that  Kind.     And  here  it  itbut  Juftice 

Order  a^^rf"^^"?'"  '°'""  ^"^'^  '^e  whole 
Order  and  Choice  of  the  Service,  made  by  them 
on  this  Occafion. 

I.  A  beginning  was  made,  with  pronouncing  the 
lollowing  Sentences. 

11  Chryfoflom. 

*'  Thus 
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"  Thus  faith  the  Lord  :  The  Heaven  is.  my 
Throne,  and  the  Earth  is  my  Fodtftool.  Where 
is  the  Houfe  that  ye  build  lihto  rrie  ?  and  where 
is  the  Place  of  my  Reft  ?  Ifaiah:* 

"  From  the  rifing  of  the  Sun,  to  the  Going 
down  of  the  fame,  my  Name  (hall  be  great  amon^ 
the  Gentiles ;  and  in  every  Place  Incenfe  Ihall  be 
offered  unto  my  Name',  and  a  pure  Offering ;  for 
my  Name  fhall  be  great  among  the  Heathen^ 
faith  the  Lord  of  Hofts.     Malachi'* 

"  The  Wildernefs  and  the  folitaryPb -e  fhall 
be  glad,  and  the  Defart  fhall  rejoice  and  bloffom 
as  the  Rofe.     Ifaiah** 

Where  two  or  three  are  gathered  too-ether 
in  my  Name,  there  am  I  in  the  midft  of  them. 
St.  Matlhew'^  / 

2.  An  occafional  Prayer  from  the  Reading-Defk. 

3.  Morning  Prayer  of  the  Church,  as  ufual. 

4.  Proper  Pfalms.  84th.  12 2d.  13 2d. 

T  I  Kings,  Ch.  viii. 

5.  The  Leffons,  'viz.  >  St.  Matthew,  Ch.  xxi.  to 

Jver.  14th. 
[N.  B.  7'husfar  (except  reading  the  Abfolution) 
by  the  youngeji  officiating  M.nijier*'] 

6.  An  occafional  Prayer,  with  a  Baptifm,  at  the 
Fount.  [By  the  Author  of  the  following  Ser- 
mon.] 

7.  The  Remainder  of  the  Morning  Service 
(ufing  only,  inftead  of  the  Colled  for  the  Day, 

*  Rev.  Mr.  Doucfjf. 
4  that 
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that  for  St.  Peter's  Day,  and  the  laft  for  good 
Friday)  by  the  -f  eldeft  Miflionary  prefent. 

8.  Occasional  Prayer,  with  the  Communion 
Service. ' 

9.  The  CoUedts,  as  above* 

10.  TrtE  Epiftle.  Haggai^  Ch.  id.  to  vef.  loth. 

1 1 .  The  Gofpel  for  St-  Peter's  Day. 

[N.  B.  This  part  of  the  Service  was  performed  at 
the  Altar,  hy  the  %  eldefi  officiating  Minijier.] 

To  this  fiicceeded  the  following  Sermon  ;  and 
if  a  Judgment  might  be  formed  from  the  Atten- 
tion wherexyith  it  vas  received  by  a  very  erouded 
Audience,  the  Author  may  flatter  himfelf  that 
now,  when  it  appears  from  the  Prefs,  and  foUicits 
a  candid  Perufal  in  the  Clofet,  it  may  be  of  fome 
Service-,  more  efpecially  that  pa/t  which  re- 
gards our  negleded  Sabbaths,  and  public  Ordi- 
nances. 

The  Author's  engagements  allow  him  but  few 
Opportunitier.  of  addreffing  the  World  in  this 
Way,  and  '  ofe  hitherto  have  chiefly  arifen  out 
of  public  Occafions,  where  the  Calls  were  fud- 
den,  and  where  he  hath  only  had  Leifure  ta 
fhew  the  Warmth  of  the  Heart,  and  not  the  la- 
bour of  the  Head — Happy  always  if,  with  aDe- 
fire  to  ferve  his"  Friends,  he  can  give  any  Tefti-' 
mony  of  a  Zeal  fo**  Truth,  and  for  that  Church 
whereof  he  is  a  Member ! 


t  Rev.  Mr.  AV;//.       §  Rev.  Mr.  Srurgeo». 


I  Kings 


[  '75  I 


I  Kings,  Chap.  viii.  13,27,  -^j,  60. 

/  have  furely  built  thee  an  IJoufe  to  dwell  in,  a  fet- 
tled Place  for  thee  to  abide  in  for  ever ! — But  will 
God  indeed  dzvell  on  the  Earth?  Behold  the 
Heaven,  and  the  Heaven  of  Heavens,  cannot  con- 
tain thee  •,  how  much  lefs  this  Houfe  that  I  have 
builded  ? — 

The  Lord  cur  God  be  uith  us  as  he  was  with  our 
Fathers :  Let  him  not  leave  us,  nor  forfake  us— 
'That  all  the  People  of  the  Earth  may  know  that 
the  Lord  is  God,  and  that  there  is  none  elf e. 


I 


My  Brethren  ;    . 

ALT  H  O  U  G  H  I  have  only  read  to  you  the 
foregoing  verfes,  as  being  thofe  which  I 
am  more  immediately  to  infill  upon,  yet  the 
gr^ateft  part  of  the  chapter  from  which  they  are 
taken,  containing  the  hiflory  of  Solomon's  De- 
dication of  the  Temple,  and  which  has  been 
already  read  to  you  as  the  firft  Leflbn  for  this 
day's  fervice,  will  be  the  fubjefl  of  my  following 
difcourfe. 

But,  before  I  proceed,. it  may  perhaps  be  ex- 
peded  that  I  fxiould  carry  you  back  into  remote 
antiquity,  to  inveftigate  the  origin  and  Ihew  the 

reafon- 
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rcafonablenefs  of  Consecratimc,  Dedica^^ 
ING,  Of  Setting  apart,  particular  places  for 
thc  more  immediate  and  public  worfhip  of  the 
fupreme  God.  And  fuch  an  enquiry,  it  muft  be 
confefscd,  would  furnifli  out  a  moft  interefting 
detail  j  no  way  unfuitable  to  this  day's  folemni- 
ty.  But  the  time  being  fhort,  and  having  ano- 
ther plan  in  view,  I  iliall  touch  but  flightly  on 
ihcfe  matters. 

The  great  Progenitors  of  our  race,  Ad  aM  and 
Eve,  when  they  firlt  fprung  from  the  forming 
hand  of  their  munificent  Creator,  no  doubt,  felt 
their  hearts  bound  with  joy  and  gratitude  u'nuf- 
terable.  E\fery  thing  within  and  without  them 
contributed  to  heighten  this  joy  into  the  moft 
tranfcendent  exrafy.  The  curiofity  of  their  own 
ftrufture,  the  Paradife  that  furrounded  them,  the 

unfading  beauty,  the  eternal  verdure  and  yet  con- 
tinual novelty,  of  its  fcenes  (while  they  continued 
in  their  ftate  of  Innocence)  led  them,  do«btlefs, 
at  all  times  and  in  all  places,  into  the  moft  fer- 
vent acknowlegments  of  that  Goodnefs  from 
which  the  whole  proceeded.  Neverthelefs,  it 
is  HD  way  improbable  but  that  they  had  fome 
CONSECRATED  placc,  fomc  chofcn  Bower,  by 
brook  or  by  fountain,  adorned  with  ail  the  bloomy 
honors  of  Paradife,  whither  (at  ftated  times,  and 
at  proper  intervals)  they  might  retire  from  the 
heat  ot  the  day,  to  offer  up  their  more  imme- 
diate praifes  for  Creating  Love  and  Preferving- 
Goodnefs, 

But" 
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.  But  whatever  may  be  in  this,  one  of  the  firft 
things  we  find  their  Defcendents  employed  in, 
after  the  Fail,  was  their  folcmn  offering  up 
"the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  the  •  firftlings  of 
«  their  flocks,"  in  places  fet  apart  for  that  "end; 
and,  after  the  Flood,  Noah  no  fooner  defcends 
from  the  Ark  than  he  is  found  ereding  an  altar 
unto  the  Lord.  Abraham  too  planted  a  Grove 
in  Beerlheba,  where  he  called  on  the  name  of  the 
everlafting  God ;  and  this  God  himfclf,  through 
four  whole  chapters  of  Exodus,  is  found  inllruc- 
ting  Mcfes  how  to  eredl  and  adorn  that  glorious 
Tabernacle  which  we  read  of  there. 

Now  thefe  places  of  worfliip  were  agreeable 
to  the  flate  of  a  people,  in  thofe  early  ages,  mi- 
grating from  place  to  place.  But  when'^nations 
were  fettled,  and  diftina  focieties  formed,  in  the 
place  of  Groves  and  temporary  Tabernacles,  fu- 
perb  Temples  were  erefled.  And  thus  it  was 
with  the  Jews,  at  the  time  of  eredling  that  Tem- 
ple of  u^parallelled  magnificence  and  architedure 
divine,  whofe  Dedication  or  Confecration  my 
text  refers  to. 

After  journeying  for  many  years  thro'  the 
wildernefs,  after  fuftaining  many  bloody  wars 
with  their  fierce  enemies,  that  people  had  now 
got  full  poflefllon  of  the  Land  of  Promife,  and 
enjoyed  that  happy  tranquillity,  which  their  fouls 
had  long  and  earnellly  wilhed  for. 

And  now,  what  improvement  doth  their  illuf- 
trious  monarch  make  of  this  occafion  .?  Doth  he 

^  •    forget 
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forget  theGoD  of  Israel,  that  had  led  hispco* 
pie  through  fo  many  dangers  ?  Doth  he  turn  the 
fruits  of  Peace  entirely  to  works  of  fecular  im- 
port, or  of  low  felfiih  enjoyment  ?  No !  but  he 
remembers  the  intimation  given  by  the  prophet 
Nathan  to  his  father  David,  how  that  his  fon 
after  him  fhould  build  an  Houfe  (not  a  movea- 
ble and  temporary  Tabernacle,  but  a  fixed  and 
letded  Houfe)  to  the  name  of  the  Lord  for  ever  f. 
Accordingly,  with  his  whole  heart  and  fpirit  he 
fets  about  this  divine  work,  and  writes  to  diftant 
places,  for  an  amazing  ftore  of  materials  of  every 
fort.  To  this  purport  is  his  letter  to  Hiram^ 
king  of  Tyre?  and  Sidon  J. 

"  Thou  knoweft,  fays  he,  how  that  David 
thy  father  could  not  build  an  houfe  (or  fixt 
temple)  unto  the  name  of  the  Lord  his  God^ 
*'  for  the  wars  that  were  about  him  on  every 
fide,  until  the  Lord  put  them  under  the  foles  of 
his  feet.  But  now  the  Lord  my  God  hath  given- 
"  me  reft  on  every  fide,  fo  that  there  is  neither 
«  Adverfary  nor  evil  occurrent :  and  behold,  I 
'-^  purpofe  to  build  an  houfe  to  the  name  of  the 
"  Lord  my  God ;  as  he  fpake  unto  David  my 
"  father,  faying,  Thy  fon,  whom  I  will  fet  upon 
"  thy  throne  in  thy  room,  he  fhall  build  art 
"  Houfe  unto  my  name.  Now  therefore,  com- 
"  mand  them,  [thy  fervan;;s]  to  hew  me  cedar 
"  trees  out  of  Lebanon ;  for  thou  knoweft  that 
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"  there  is  not  among  us  any  that  can  fkill  to 
."  hew  timber  like  the  Sidonians  §." 

Solomon  having  procured  his  materials,  and 
at  length  finished  his  houfe  with  fuch  a  profu- 
fion  of  ornament  and  eaftern  magnificence,  as 
far  excels  all  the  pomp  of  modern  times  -,   hav- 
ing been  favoured  with  the  divine  diredion  in 
planning  and  carrying  on  the  work  j  having  built 
the  walls  with  hewn  ftone,  and  lined  them  with 
cedar;  having  carved  and  adorned  the  doors  and 
linings  with  gilded  Cherubims,  and  palm-trees, 
and  knops  and  full-blown  flowers ;  having  over- 
laid the  holieft  places,  fuch  as  the  Oracle,  the 
Altar  and  the  Sandluary  with  plates  of  maiTy 
gold;  having  furnifhcd  the  whole  houfe  with 
tables,  and  candlefticks,  and  lamps,  and  tongs, 
and  bafons,  and  bowls,  j.nd  cenfers,  made  alfo  of 
gold,  and  curioufly  embofled  with  flowers ;  to- 
gether with  fuch  an  immenfe  quantity  of  bafes, 
and  lavers,  and  pots,  and  other  veflels  of  polilh- 
ed  brafs-work  as  was  not  to  be  weighedt;  — 
the  day  was  now  come  when  this  fuperb  Edi- 
fice,  with   all  its   coftly  apparatus   of  furni- 
ture, was    to   be   dedicated,   consecrated 

N  2  and 

$  Thcfe  are  the  fame  Sidoniatts  whom  Homer  calls  tBoyMUaT^^, 
much  fkilled  in  divers  am  j  which  particular  charafter  of  them 
IS  mentioned  to  (hew  that  Solomon  fought  out  the  moft  excclJent 
artifts  in  the  world  for  the  work  of  the  temple;  and  that  the 
Bible  account  of  them  correfponds  exadlly  to  that  given  of 
them,  in  fome  of  the  moft  ancient  profane  writings  which  wc 
now  have. 

t  1  Kings,  ch.  vi.  vii. 
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and  SET  APART  for  ever  to  the  name  of  th€ 
Lord! 

On  that  memorable  day,  the  Elders  and 
Judges  of  cities,  the  Heads  of  tribes  and  Chiefe 
of  families,  aflcmbled  themfelves  before  king 
Solomon,  and  began  the  folcmnity  with  a  grand 
proceflion  from  Jerufalem  to  Mount-Sion,  in 
order  to  bring  from  thence  the  ark  of  the 
COVENANT,  containing  the  two  tables  of  the 
LAW  i  which  had  been  depofited  there  by  David 
(when  he  brought  it  from  the  Houfe  *  of  Ob.'^d- 
Edom)  in  a  tern  orary  1  abernacle,  until  a  fixed 
Houfe  fliould  be  prepared  for  its  reception. 

Jn  the  like  folemn  manner  did  they  return 
from  Mount-Sion,  to  the  Mount  of  the  Temple 
at  Jerufalem,  the  Priefts  bearing  the  Ark  with 
the  Law,  and  the  Levites  the  Tabernacle  in 
which  it  had  beeti  placed,  with  all  the  holy  vef- 
fels  of  the  fanftuary  f  -,  that  there  might  remain 
no  occafion  for  Idolatry,  nor  pretence  for  fchifm^ 
or  worfliip  in  any  other  place  fave  that  which, 
was  now  dedicated  to  the  Lord. 

Solomon  and  his  grand  retinue  being  now 
arrived  at  the  temple,  in  the  midft  of  facrifices 
of  Iheep  and  oxen  innumerable;  the  priefts, 
whofe  privilege  it  was  (leaving  their  attendants 
in  the  outer  courts,  and  before  the  houfe)  en- 
tered firft  into  the  holy  place,  and  then  into  the 
molt  Holy,  and  there  with  iblemn  awe  they  de-* 

pofited 


•  2  Sam.  vi.  j2,  17. 


t  1  Kitigs,  Clt.  vH}.- 
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pofited  the  Ark  in  the  plgce  prepared  for  it 
ujKler  the  wings  of  the  goUicn  Cherubims,  that 
expanded  thcmfelves  from  wall  to  wall,  Ihad- 
ing  the  MfiKCY-szAT  and  the  Cherubims  of 
Mofes. 

But  behold  now  a  moft  ftiipendous  appear* 
ance !  Nofooner  had  the  priefts  retired  from  th^ 
moft  holy  place  to  begin  the  fervice  at  the  Al- 
tar ;  no  fooner  had  the  trumpeters  and  finger!^ 
become  as  one,  and  lifted  up  the  voice  in  fulj 
v^orus  with  §  IVumpets  ai  '.  Cymbals  and  In- 
li  'uments  of  mufic,  to  be  heaxd  in  praifing  and 
thankmg  God,  than  lo !  a  cloud  of  thick  dark- 
Jiefs,  declaring  the  immediate  prefence  of  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  iillpd  the  whole  houfe ;  fo  that 
the  priefts  durft  not  ftand  to  minifter  by  reafon 
thereof,  but  retreated  to  the  o'lter  courts  with 
the  utmoft  confternation. 

And  here  let  uspaufe,  ponder  and  refleft  on 
the  nature  of  this  wonderful  phenomenon. 
Strange  it  may  feem  that  a  God,  who  is  Light  it- 
felf,  (hould  appear  in  thick  darknefs.  But,  as 
he  knows  wliereof  we  are  made,  this  is  in  com- 
paftion  to  our  weaknefs. 

We  are  not,  however,  to  think  that  this  Dark- 
NESS  was  nothing  more  than  the  Pillar  of  Cloud 
in  which  the  f  Schechinah,  or  prefence  of  the 

^  3  divine 

§  2  Chron.  6,  13. 

t  As  the  Son  of  God,  when  he  came  into  the  World  to  re- 
deem Mankind,  did,  of  his  infinite  Condefcen/ion,  take  upon 
«im  their  Naiure  as  a  Vail  to  his  Divinity,  that  «e  mfX 
thereby  converfe  with  them  Face  to  Face;  fo  the  grel!  Jeho. 

VAH.      , 
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divine  Glory,  ufually  manifefted  itfelf;  for  this,' 
it  is  to  be  prefumed,  would  not  have  terrifie4 

to 

VAH,  in  converfmg  with  the  Ifraelites,  did  it  by  his  divine 
bcHECHiNAH,  Or  the  Prcfenceofhis  GW  abiding  under  the 
Form  of  a  Pillar  of  Cloud  and  Pillar  of  Fire. 

This  well-known  Appearance  it  was  that  went  before  the 
Ifraehtes  m  the  Wjldernefs ;  that  called  Mofes  up  into  the 
Mount ;  that  fpoke  to  f  Aaron  and  Miriam  in  the  Door  of 
the  Tabernacle  ;  and  that  finally  reiled  "  over  the  moit  holy 
Place  within  the  vail;  and  thence  fpoke  from  off  the  Mercy- feat 
thatwas  upon  the  Ark  of  tl  c  TelHmony,  from  between  tke  two 
Cherubims."  ||  And  this  former  Dwelling  of  God  among  the 
IJraelites  by  the  Schechinah,  was  all  along  a  moft  luminous 
Type  of  his  Son's  future  Dwelling  in  human  Nature. 

Now,  outwardly  this  Habitation  of  the  Prefence  of  the  Di- 
vinity looked  a§  a  Cloud,  but  inwardly  as  a  Fire;  and  the 
Ftre,  or  inward  Part,  was  that  which  was  more  immediately 
twmedthe  Glory,  and  put  on  different  appearances  accord- 
ing  to  different  Circumftances.  Sometimes  it  ihone  through 
the  Cloud  m  luch  ferene  and  <bftened  Lulire,  tnatit  might  be 
lookea  upon  by  comrron  Eyes.  Sometimes  it  orevailed  fo  much 
pver  the  Cioud,  that  only  the  Eyes  of  a  favoured  h^N  could  be- 
hold a,  and  that  too  by  repeated  Efforts  and  by  gradual  Ap- 
proaches. And  fometimes  it  broke  out  fo  intenfeiy  (fron? 
cchpfing  the  :un,  the  Cloud  and  the  whole  Face  of  Things 
that  no  human  Eyecould  behold  it,  or  any  thing  elfe  that  fell 
within  Its  overwhelming  Splendors. 

Beautifully  has  the  Jcwijh  Rabbi.  Jehudr\  expre/Ted 
himfelf  on  this  Subjcft,  as  he  is  quoted  by  m^o^  Patrick. 
X.  Of'pe  Glory  mentioned  in  Scripture,  there  is  one  (faith 
he)  which  all  the  Israelites  faw,  fuch  as  the  Cloud  and 
conluming  Fire  ;  another  of  fuch  a  Nature  that  the  Eyes  of 
the  Prophets  couid  fuftain  it;  but  another  fo  pure,  and  bnVht 
to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  no  Prophet  is  able  to  apprehend  it,  But 
It  he  venture  to  look  on  it,  his  Compofition  is  di/ToIved  " 

Of  the  Firfi  or  milder  Glory,  I  have  mentioned  fundrv  In- 
ftances;  and  ir  feems  referred  to  in  Pfalm  xcvii.  2.3.  «•  Clouds? 
and  Darkness  are  round  nbout  Him,  and  Fire  cocth  be- 
fore HiM....Of  the  second  Kind,  where  the  Fire  or  Glory 
fo  far  prevailed  over  the  VAiLor  Cloud,  that  only  a  favoured 
/-^w  could  behold  it,  and  that  at  a  Dilfance,  or  by  .^radual 
t  ■^*«-'^-  ^iJ-  5'         (I  ^tmb  vii.  8,  9.       " 
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to  the  degree  here  fpoken  of.     No,  my  brethren. 
But,  en  the  contrary,  as  we  know  that  the  Glory 

N  4  on 

Approaches,  we  liave  a  mof.  grand  Defcription  in  Exodus  xxiv. 
lo.  as  it  was  feen  by  Mofes  and  Aaron,  Nadab  and  Abihn,  and 
the  feventy  Elders—"  And  they  (aw  the  God  of  Israei,  and 
there  was  under  his  Feet,  as  it  were  a  paved  Work  of  Sapphire- 
Stone,  and  as  it  were  theBody  of  Heaven  in  his  Clearnefs"-  - 
or  the  united  Splendors  of  all  the  heavenly  Luminaries.  And 
when  Mofes  was  to  be  called  nearer  to  this  glory,  the  others 
being  commanded  to  remain  afar  off,  fix  Days  was  he  in  his 
Approach  to  it,  v/hile  the  Lord  kindly  vailed  it  before  him, 
nor  was  it  till  the  feventh  Day  that  he  was  taken  into  the  midft 
of  it;  while  it  appeared  like  a  devouring  Firet  on  the  top 
of  the  mount  t»  thofe  at  a  diftance. 

But  as  to  the  third  Glory,  which,  in  its  unvailed  Splen- 
dors, echpfes  all  the  created  Luminaries  of  the  Univerfe,  feeing- 
no  human  Eye  has  been  able  to  behold  it,  fo  no  human  Lan- 
guage has  been  able  to  defcribe  it,  otherwife  than  by  the  Ne- 
gative Terms  of  Darkness,  or  «'  Light  which  no  Man  can 
approach,  or  behold  and  live."f  For  that  which  overwhelms 
and  hides  the  View  of  all  things  elfe,  and  yet  is  itfelf  beyond 
the  Power  of  all  View,  muft,  in  rofpeft  to  us,  be  the  fame  as 
total  Darkness. 

^  This  high  Degree  of  Glory  is  that  in  xvhich  the  more 
immediate  prefence  of  the  Godhead  feems  to  have  been  mani- 
feftcd  on  fpecial  Occafions.  This  it  appears  to  be  that  broke  in 
upon  St.  Paul  at  Noon-Day,  fo  intenfely  ftrong,  that  the  Sun 
Ihone  to  him  in  vain  ;  for  *•  he  could  not  fee  for  the  Glory  of 
that  Light,  but  was  led  by  the  Hand  of  thofo  that  were  with 
him,  who,  It  IS  preiumed,  fawonly  a  leffer  Degree  of  this 
aftonilhmgand  overwhelming  Light.  Thi;  too  it  was  that 
filled  the  whole  Body  of  the  Tabernacle,  at  the  Confecrating 
thereof,  fo  that  Mofes,  who  had  entered  into  the  fecund  Glory 
and  beheld  it,  was  not  able  to  enter  into  this. 

Can  we  doubt,  then,  but  that  it  was  the  fame  Superior 
Olory,  dazzling  and  overwhelming  all  things  befides,  that 
altoniflied  the  Priefls  at  the  Confecration  of  the  Temple  >  Had 
It  been  the  more  ufual  Appearance  of  the  Cloud  and  the 
the  Glory  together,  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that  they  would 
liave  been  driven  by  it  from  the  Service  at  the  Altar  as  taa 


t  I  Tim.  vi.  16.    Exod.  xxxiii.  i8. 


now 
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on  this  accafion  was  fuperior  to  that  of  former 
ones,  fo  we  may  believe  its  vailing  darknefs  wa^ 
fuperior  alfo ;  or  peradventure,  if  entirely  un- 
vailed,  the  fame  would  be  the  effea:  of  the  v.r.- 
fufferable  power  of  Light  itfelf,  and  the  Dark- 
ness be  fuch  as  our  lliblime  poet  fpeaks  of— 
"  Dark  with  exceflive  Bright"-— 
Suppose  a  perfon  long  pent  up  in  a  gloomy 
dungeon,   where  fcarce  a  fmgle  ray  had  pene- 
trated to  cheer  his  lonely  hours  j  and  fuppofe 

now  were;— with  a  View,  no  doubt,  in  the  Conduft  of  Pro- 
vidence, to  '« intimate  that  their  Miniftry  and  Way  of  Wor- 

f^.uniu^^^!  T'^?  t^^  ^^^'^^  "'"^'^"  ^^hom  the  Fulnefs 
flf  Al^'^  'i'l"'^^'  ^^^^y"  I"^"'^'  ^e  are  exprefly  told 
that  the  Glory  did,  on  this  Occafion,  break  entirely  cut  of 
the  Cloud ;  and  af t  r  it  had  filled  the  whole  Houfe,  "  'az- 
Zhng  rather  than  enlightening  ((aith  the  learned  Bifhop  P«- 
fnci)  fo  that  nothing  elfe  could  be  feen"  while  it  continued 
there,  it  fettled  at  Jail  in  the  moft  holy  Place 

No  Perfon  feerns  to  hn.ve  had  more  beautiful  and  accurate 

ry.TplT"'  r  ?"  ^"^J'^?*^^"  o""-  f"blime  Poet  M//.«,  in 
the  Palfage  already  referred  to.—  ' 

**  Fountain  of  Light!  thyfelf  invifible 

:c  ;^!"'*^^,^^^  glorious  brightnefs  where  thou  fit'ft 

1  hron  d  inaccefilble  ;  fave  when  thou  fhad'ft 
"  The  full  Blaze  of  thy  Beams,  and  thro'  a  Cloud, 
•«  Drawn  round  about  thee  like  a  radiant  Shrine, 
•'  Dark  w.th  excessive  Bright,  thy  Skirts  appear. 
Yet  dazzle  Heaven,  that  brisrhteft  Seraphim 
Approach  not,  but  with  both  Wings  vail  their  Eyes !" 

These  Remarks,  as  far  as  the  Author's Knowlege  extends 
he  thinks  fulhciently  warranted.  Bur,  if  he  fhould  be  mif- 
taken  m  any  ofthem,  they  contain  no  hurtful  pofirion,  and 
therefore  may  be  fubmitted  with  all  Deference  to  the  Correc- 
tion of  thofe,  who  have  had  more  Leifure,  than  hath  ever  been 
ms  Lot.  to  attain  an  exad  and  critical  Skill  in  Oiiental  Li, 
.L.eraiure« 

him 


«< 
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kim  liberated  at  once,  and  turning  his  eye  to  the 
Noon-day  Sun  j  would  not  the  whole  Face  of 
things  appear  to  him  Dark  and  without  diftinc, 
tion,  till  by  repeated  efforts  he  had  accuftomed 
himfelf  to  bear  the  redundant  blaze?  Or  fup- 
pofe  ten  thoufand  Noon-day  Suns  Ihould  now 
unite  theii  fplendors,  and  burft  inftantaneoufly 
upon  us  who  enjoy  but  one,  would  not  our  weak 
organs  be  wholly  overpowered,   and  all   things 
around  us  be  loft  in  darknefs  vifible  and  fenfible  ? 
And  yet  what  are  thelc  compared  to  the  imme- 
diate breaking  in  of  theprefenceof  God's  glory, 
before  one  fmgle  ray  of  which  ten  thoufand 
Noon-day  Suns  ti^emfelves  would  hide  their  di- 
miniilied  heads,   and  be  loft  in  total  obfcurity  ? 
Could  mortal  eye  look  at  this  and  live  ?    Even 
the  burning  Seraphims  cover  themfelves  before 
it,  and  "  with  both  wings  vail  their  eyes  !*' 

The  wife  Solomon,  on  this  occafion,  havino- 
either  more  prefence  of  mind  than  the  aftonifh- 
ed  priefts,  or  rather  being  the  inftrument  whom 
God  had  chofen  to  proceed  with  the  remainder 
of  this  folemn  fervice,  cries  out — "  The  Lord 
hath  faid  that  he  would  dwell  in  thick  dark- 
nefs j"  and  no  man  can  behold  his  Glory  with- 
out a  Vail.  Be  not  afraid  ye  Priefts  and  Mini- 
fters  of  God,  at  what  has  now  happened !  Do 
you  not  know,  from  the  book  of  your  own  Law, 
that  the  high  Prieft  durft  not  approach  the 
Mercy-Scat,  without  making  a  Cloud  of  Inccnfe 
jbefore  him,  left  he  ftiould  be  ftruck  blind,   or 

6  lofe 
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lofe  his  life  with  the  fplendor  of  the  divine 
Olory  ?  Know  ye  not  that  at  the  ||  Confecration 
of  the  Tabernacle,  in  like  manner  as  now,  the 
majefty  of  the  divine  Glory  broke  out  fo  ftrong, 
beyond  what  ever  it  had  done  before,  filling  the 
whole  houfe,  that  "  Mofes  was  not  able  to  en- 
ter into  the  Tent  of  the  Congregation."  Look 
therefore  on  this  fudden  and  alarming  appear- 
ance, that  drove  you  from  the  Altar,  as  afurc 
token  of  God's  immediate  Prefence,  overwhelm- 
ing with  Light  that  cannot  be  beheld,  accepting 
our  folemn  Dedication  of  this  Houfe,  and  ac- 
knowlegmg  it  to  be  the  place  where  his  Glory 
will  dwell  for  ever ! 

Triumphing  in  this  idea,  and  raifed  almoft 
into  Raptures  divine,  the  pious  monarch  now 
turns  his  fpeech  from  the  Priefts  and  People  im- 
mediately to  Jehovah  himfelf,  in  that  fublime 
Apoltrophe  of  my  text 

« I  HAVE  furely  built  thee  an  Houfe  to  dwell 
m,  a  fettled  place  for  thee  to  abide  in  for  ever '  "— 

Now  do  I  alTuredly  know,  O  thou  holy  One 
of  Ifrael,  that  my  labours  of  love  to  thee  are  not 
in  vain  !  Now  am  1  convinced  that  I  enjoy  that 
honor  which  I  have  long  wifhed  for— that  fu- 
preme  honor  of  building  thee  an  Houfe  (not  a 
temporary  tabernacle,  like  thofe  of  former 
times,  in  which  thou  wilt  fojourn  only  for  a  fea- 
fon,  but  a  fixed  place,  an  Houfe  of  ages)  in  which, 
I  trufl,  thou  wilt  abide  for  ever ! 
II  Exod.  xl.  35. 

Then 


I 
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Then  turning  himfelf  back  to  the  people,  he 
began  to  blefs  them,  and  to  give  Thanks  to  God, 
^nd  to  recount  before  him  the  many  inftances  of 
his  kindnefs  in  the  carrying  on  this  work  for  the* 
reception  of  his  Glory. 

But  fuddenly  recoUeding  himfelf,  and  being 
ftruck  with  the  vanity  of  thinking  that  the  tre- 
mendous majefty  of  Heaven  could  be  confined 
to  time  or  place,  he  breaks  out  into  a  fecond 
Apoftrophe  more  grand  than  the  former  ftill, 
and  exceeded  by  nothing  that  is  to  be  found  in 
all  the  volumes  of  the  world  ! 

«  But  will  God  indeed  dwell  on  the  earth  ?" 
Will  HE  at  whofe  footftool  ten  thoufand  worlds 
hang  and  are  as  nothing — will  he  who  walks  on 
the  whirlwind's  wing,  and  palTes  from  one  end 
of  creation  to  the  other,  fwifter  than  the  light- 
ning's glance-will  he  be  limited  to  any  particu- 
lar abiding  place  ?  How  vain  the  thought,  O 
thou  Being  fuperlatively  raifed  above  all  Beings  1 
Behold  ! .  the  whole  immenfity  of  fpace,  nay  the 
very  "  Heaven,  and  Heaven  of  Heavens,  cannot 
contain  thee  j  how  much  lefs  this  Houfe  that  I 
have  builded  ?"  Yet,  though  in  a  literal  and  lo- 
cal fenfe,  thou  wilt  not  be  confined  here,  we  know 
that  thou  wilt  neverthelefs  in  a  fpecial  manner 
be  prefent — "  to  have  refped  to  the  fupplication, 
and  to  hearken  unto  the  cry  and  to  the  prayer 
which  thy  fervant  and  thy  people  fliall  make  to- 
wards thee  in  this  place."  || 

II  V.  28,  29. 

a  Con- 
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CED,  therefore,  of  this,  the  reft  of  the 
chapter  and  Service  dedicatory,  is  chiefly  Sup^ 
PLICATION  and  Prayer  ;  twoverfes  of  which  I 
have  alfo  taken  into  my  text  as  a  model  for  us 
on  the  prefent  occafion. 

Having  thus  laid  before  you  the  defign  and 
occafion  of  the  text,  with  as  much  brevity  as 
circumftances  would  admit,  1  come  now  to 
make  an  application  of  the  whole  to  the  purpofe 
of  this  day's  folemnity. 

We  too,  my  brethren,  have  l?een  building  ^ 
House  to  the  Lord;  not  a  fuperb  and  magni- 
ficent ONE,  fitted  to  the  oftentatious  Worfhip  of 
the  Law  ;  but  a  House  decently  neat  and  ele- 
gantly plain,  If  fitted  to  the  Simplicity  of  that 
Gospel-Worship  which  muft  be  performed  ia 
*^  Spirit  and  in  Truth,"  We  too  are  here  aflem- 
bled,  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God,  and  in 
the  fight  of  Men  and  Angels,  to  make  a  folemn' 
Offering  of  this  House  to  the  name  of  the 
Lord ;  and  tofei  it  apart  to  the  purpofesof  Reli- 
gion   for  ever. 

By  this  work  of  ours,  we  pretend  not  to  con- 
fer any  peculiar  Sandity  on  particular  places,  or 
portions  of  inanimate  nature.  What  we  do  i$ 
only  declarative  of  our  own  fixt  Intention  of  en- 
deavouring, through  God's  Grace,  to  fanftify 
ourfelves  in  this  place,  in  the  full  hopes  of  meet- 

II  The  Houfe  here  fpoken  of  well  deferves  the  above  Cha- 
raaer,  being  a  very  elegant  Building,  executed  in  the  beft 
Tatte.    Its  Dimenfions  are  Ninety-one  Foot  by  Sixty-one. 

in^ 
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5ng  the  fpiritual  Confolation  of  his  divine  pre- 
fence  therein ;  and  entering  into  a  folemn  en- 
gagement, for  ourfelves  and  our  poiterity,  of 
keeping  it  for  ever  lacred  to  thefe  pious  ufes, 
agreeable  to  the  pure  Model  of  that  moft  excel- 
lent Church,  whereof  we  arc  members. 

This  .labor  of  our  love,  however  unworthily- 
performed,  and  by  however  mean  inflruments» 
we  hope  vyill  be  accepted  in  and  througli  the 
mediation  of  Chs'iH  Jeliis .  A  fign  from*^  Hea^ 
ven  to  confirm  this  hope,  we  muft  not  exped: ! 
a  Cloud  of  Glorn.  ,  declaring  the  immediate 
Prefence  of  God  among  us,  we  look  not  to  fee  * 
Types  and  Ihadows  and  the  burden  of  ceremonies 
are  done  away.  But  behold,  a  greater  evidence 
is  here!  The  fon  of  God  himfelf  Iiath  been 
among  us,  and  hath  left  in  our  hands  the  Gos- 
pel of  falvation,  the  words  of  eternal  truth,  de- 
claring that "  Where  two  or  tliree  are  ga.- 

thered  together  in  His  name,  there  will  he  be  in 
the  midft  of  them."  By  tlie  eye  of  faipturc- 
faith,  that  faft  anchor  of  the  Soul,  we  can  fee  him, 
we  can  feel  liim  vitally  prefent  with  us  I  we  can 
enjoy  union  and  communion  with  him  j  and,  in 
our  moft  holy  Places,  we  can  behold  him  feated 
on  another  Mercy-Seat  than  that  of  the  Temple 
and  the  Law,  and  hear  him  fpeaking  in  another 
manner  than  from  within  the  Vail  I  We  can  be- 
hold him  feated  on  the  Mercy-Seat  of  Redeem- 
ing Love,  and  hear  him  ipeaking  in  the  com- 
fortable overtures  of  the  Gofpel  of  Peace ! 

These 
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These  interefting  Truths  being  premifed,  and 
having  the  well-grounded  aflurance  that  «  God 

will  indeed  dwell  on  the  Earth" even  in  the 

midft  of  the  truly  religious  Meetings  or  Socie- 
ties of  his  people  i  it  behoves  us  next  to  confider 
wnat  condud  fuch  Societies  ought  more  cf- 
pecially  to  oblerve,  in  order  to  expedt  fo  great 
a  blefTing. 

And  firft,  then,  if  we,  as  a  religious  Society, 
would  hope  that  God  would  continue  amon<y  us 
in  this  Place  which  we  have  dedicated  to  his 
name,  we  mufl  be  careful  to  improve  ourfelves 
in  "  all  manner  of  holy  converfation  and  godli- 
nefs,  not  forgetting  the  AfTembling  ourfelves  to- 
gether, as  the  Manner  of  fome  is."|| 

And  here,  as  this  negleft  of  "  AfTembling  to- 
gether," in  the  place  where  God's  honour  more 
immediately  dwells,  is  an  evil  of  the  moft  un- 
grateful kind,  and  which  cannot  but  provoke 
him  above  any  other,  to  withdraw  his  more  im- 
.  mediate  prefence  from  a  people,  it  may  not  be 
amifs,  with  all  candor  and  affedion,  to  addrefs 
a  few  things  to  thofe  whofe  "  Manner"  this  is ; 
although  it  muft  be  confefled  that  it  is  hard  even 
for  Charity  herfelf  to  imagine  any  plaufible  pre- 
text for  their  conduct. 

There  is  not,  I  am  certain,  a  perfon  among 
us  that  will  not  acknowledge  fome  fort  of  Ho- 
mage to  be  due  to  the  fupreme  Lord  of  heaven 
and  earth.  Even  the  Deist  himfelf  will  be  fond 
of  owning  this  to  be  a  natural  Didlate  of  eternal 
Reafon,  founded  on  the  immutable  relation  be- 
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tween  t;he  Creature  and  its  Creator.     But  then 
he  will  fay  that  this  Homage  is  a  tribute  of  the 
Heart,  better  to  be  performed  in  the  retirements 
of  the  Clofet,  than  amidft  the  avocations  of  a 
public   Aflembly.     And  the  kindeft  thing  we 
can  fuggeft  is,  that  this  fentiment  (it  is  to  be 
feared)  is  too  much  adopted  by  many  men,  in 
other  refpefts  of  ftria  honour,  fair  morals  and 
iifeful  members  of  fociety ;   who,  although  they 
profefs   to    believe   in   the   Religion   of  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  would  fcorn  the  imputation  of  Deifm, 
yet  ftill  continue  in  the  negled  of  that  public 
worfhip  and  thofe  facred  ordinances  which  this 
religion  hath  enjoined.     Inftead  of  approaching^ 
the  Courts  of  the  Lord,  with  their  refpecftive  fa- 
milies, on  thofe  days  that  are  confecrated  to  his 
more  immediate  fervice,  they  either  fcquefter 
themfelves  from  the  reft  of  mankind  in  unfocial 
retirements ;  or,  if  Decency  obliges  not  to  this, 
"  one  goes  to  his  farm,  and  another  to  his  mer- 
chandize.'* 

Now,  we  will  allow  fuch  perfons,  all  that  they 
themfelves  can  alk.  We  will  in  Charity  fuppofe 
that  they  are  as  regular  and  fervent  in  Private 
devotion  as  they  can  pofllbly  pretend  to  be.  Yet 
ftill  we  fay  that  the  negleft  of  Public  worfhip  con- 
tradifts  their  profefTion  of  Chriftianity,  and  is  a 
public  breach  of  duty  to  God,  to  Society  and  to 
their  own  Souls.  And  would  to  Heaven  that 
what  may  be  offered  on  this  Jiead  might  gain 
their  attention  i  feeing  no  terms  of  alperity  and 
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reproach  fhall  be  ufed,  unbecoming  the  fpifltf 
and  temper  of  that  religion,  to  the  pubHc  exer- 
cife  of  which,  we  would  woo  and  win  them. 

And  firft  they  are  intreated  to  eonfider  thaty 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  Scripture,  the  public 
oblervance  of  a  Sabbath,  in  places  fet  apart  for 
that  purpofe,  appears  to  have  been  God's  own 
appointment,  and  has  the  promife^  both  of  this 
life  and  that  which  is  to  come,  annexed  to  it. 
Eternal  Wifdom  gave  an  early  intimation  of  it, 
while  our  firft  parents  were  yet  in  Paradife,  by 
blefTing  the  Seventh  day.  Our  firft  parents  de- 
livered it  in  Tradition  to  their  pofterity,  who  (as 
we  have  feen)  'had  their  places  of  public  worfhip^ 
approved  by  God's  immediate  appearance  among 
them  i  and  at  length  when  thefe  Traditions  were 
cither  darkened  or  deftroyed,  the  Lord  Iblemnly 
republiftied  the  fame  inftitution  or  ordinance 
from  mount  Sinai,  in  the  Law,  faying — "  re-^ 
'member  the  fabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy," 

Jesus  Christ,  who  came  not  to  deftroy  but 
to  fulfil  the  Law,  frequented  the  places  of  pub- 
lic worftiip,  and  fandified  the  Sabbath  by  his 
example.  The  very  form  of  prayer,  given  by 
him  to  mankind,  at  the  inftance  of  his  difciplesj 
is  a  public  form.  Nay  the  great  delign  of  his 
coming  into  this  world  and  leaving  his  Gofpel  be^ 
hind  him,  was  to  accomplifli  a  plan  of  Redemp- 
tion for  loft  mankind,  to  plant  a  Church  for 
himfelf  upon  earth,  and  form  his  difciples  into 
one  public  body,  whereof  himfelf  is  the  head. 

But 
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feuT  how  can  there  be  a  Church,  where  th^re 
is  no  Memberlhip,  no  Communion,  no  "  AiTem- 
bling  ourfelves  together,"  agreeable  to  his  ap- 
pomtment  ?  How  can  thofe  be  his  Difciples  now, 
who  do  not  imitate  his  firft  Difciples,  and  join 
together  "  in  j]  Doarine,  Fellowfhip,  in  Break- 
mg  of  Bread,  and  in  Prayers  ?"  Thefc  firft  Dif- 
ciples certainly  knew  their  mailer's  will  as  well 
as  we  do  now ;  and  if  one  fett  of  men,  who  call 
themfelves  Chriftians,  may  withdraw  themfelves 
from  public  ordinances,  another  may  do  the 
fame;  and,  as  example  is  powerful,  the  time 
may  fall  come,  when  in  vain  Ihall  we  build 
Churches — nay,  in  vain  fliould  v/e  open  the  doors 
of  thoffc  that  are  already  built ! 

We  do  moil  readily  allow  the  Private  worfhip 
of  a  man's  own  heart,  its  full  commendation  ; 
and  God  forbid  that  any  thing  here  faid  fhould 
be  underftood  as  derogatory  from  that  wordiip, 
or  tending  to  fet  in  oppofition  to  that  which  is 
Public.  It  is  mod  fmcerely  to  be  wifhed  that  no 
man  ever  pretended  to  it,  who  did  not  heartily 
pradlife  it.  All  true  devotion  mud  begin  in  the 
heart ;  but  then  it  mull  not  end  there.  God  not 
only  calls  us  to  acknowlege  him  in  our  own 
minds,  but  openly  and  avowedly  to  acknowlege 
him  before  men;  that  they,  feeing  our  good 
works,  may  be  ftirred  up  to  give  him  the  greater 
glory. 

Openly  do  the  celestial  Choirs  pour  forth 
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their  triumphant  Hallelujahs  to  his  adorable 
name  !  Openly  do  they  caft  their  crowns  at  his 
feet,  faying — "  Worthy  art  thou,  O  Lord  !  to 
receive  glory,  and  honour,  and  power!" 

And  (hall  Man  be  filent,  or  wholly  felfifh,  in 
his  worlhip?  Man,  fo  highly  favoured!  Man^ 
the  Redeemed  of  God  !  Man,  made  focial  in  his 
nature  j  endued  with  voice  articulate,  and  ap- 
pointed to  lead  the  Chorus  of  this  lower  world ! 
Shall  he  forfake  liis  poft,  and  negleft  thofe  pub- 
lic praifes,  which  his  tongue  was  framed  to  ut- 
ter? Should  he  do  this,  the  very  Brute  and 
even  the  Inanimate  creation,  openly  and  incef- 
fantly  declaring  God's  glory  day  and  night, 
would  ihame  him  foi  his  fad  defertion  ! — And 
fhame  him  they  do,  while  he  confines  himfelf  to 
a  worfhip  merely  felfifh  or  folitary,  hides  himfelf 
from  the  §  world,  abfents  himfelf  from  the  great 
Congregation  of  God*s  people,  and  blu flies  to  ut- 
ter forth  his  maker's  praifes  before  heaven  and 
earth ! 

By  a  Worfliip  merely  folitary,  a  man  may  per- 
haps fomewhat  improve  the  Hate  of  his  own 
mind,  and  ferve  himfelf;  but,  by  Public  Wor- 
lhip, a  mv  rot  only  ferves  himfelf,  but,  as  far 
as  poor  ''i.  ■"d  aflie5.  ran,  promotes  God's 
glory   anu,  oy  acknowleging  him    before  the 

5  There  may  havebeeninftances,  where  fome  of  God's  Ser»  \ 
Vants  have  been  fufFered  towithdraw  from  the  World,  to  a  Lif« 
merely  folitary.     But  thefe  are  rare  Cafes,  not  intended  for 
common  Ufe,    or  common  Example ;  nor  do  we  fpeak  to  any 
who  pretend  to  a  Life  of  that  Sort. 

whole 
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whole  world.  The  height  of  religious  perfeaion 
is  when  both  forts  of  Worihip  have  their  due 
place  i  and  however  much  a  man  may  boaft  of 
the  Devotion  of  the  Heart,  if  he  keeps  it  there, 
the  world  will  be  apt  to  lifpea:  him,  and  to  afk 
of  him  a  fign  for  the  edification  of  others. 

Upon  the  whole  then,  it  appears  that  a  ne- 
gled  of  the  Public  Ordinances  of  Religion,  in 
one  profeffing  to  believe  the  Gofpel,  is  a  plain 
contradiction  of  that  profeflion,  and  a  breach  of 
that  duty  which  we  owe  to  God.  And  oh !  that 
it  might  never  be  forgotten  by  any  one  who 
ftames  the  Name  of  Chriji,  that  it  is  only  to  thofe 
who  "  confefs  him  before  men,"  that  he  hath 
given  the  moll  comfortable  promife  of  "  confef- 
fing  them  before  his  heavenly  father,"  in  that 
awful  day  of  accounts,  when  he  is  to  fit  abfolute 
judge  of  their  condud. 

And  yet  ftill,  if  fuch  be  the  cafe  in  refpeft  to 
thofe  who,  though  they  negled  the  Public  Wor- 
fhip  of  God,  neverthelefs  pretend  to  a  more  Pri- 
vate and  Spiritual  Worihip  of  him ;  what  muft 
it  be  with  fuch  as  are  avowed  enemies  to  both  ? 
Would  to  God  that  they  would  put  the  matter 
to  their  own  Souls  in  their  ferious  moments ;  if, 
peradventure,  they  ever  leave  themfelves  leifure 
to  be  ferious. 

But,  to  proceed-y-we  were  next  to  Ihew  that 
the  negled  of  Public  Worfhip  is  alfo  a  breach 
of  Duty  to  Society.  Much  of  what  might  be 
offered  on  this  head  is  anticipated  on  the  for- 
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mer;  for  fo  kind  hath  God  been  to  us,  that 
whatever  he  hath  commanded  us  to  do  f  jr  his 
Glory,  is  likewife  for  our  own  Good.  Many  ar- 
guments might  alfo  be  drawn  from  tlie  nature  of" 
fociety  i  our  common  wants,  our  common  dangers, 
our  common  Redemption,  and  our  common  de- 
pendence for  happinefs  here  and  hereafter,  on 
the  fame  Parent-God.  But  thefe  may  be 
paflcd  over  at  prefent;  it  being  generally  ac- 
knowleged  that  government  and  fociety  cannot 
be  maintained  on  any  other  principles  than  juf- 
tice,  fobriety  and  obedience.  AikI  thefe  prin- 
ciples cannot  be  maintained,  in  any  tolerable 
degree,  but  "  for  the  Lord's  fake,"  and  by 
means  of  Religion  and  its  divine  fanclions.  And 
Religion  cannot  be  maintained  without  a  due 
regard  to  its  public  ordinances. 

There  is  fomething  as  lovely  and  venerable, 
as  it  is  truly  ancient,  in  the  appointment  of  a 
Sabbath,  or  one]  day  in  Seven,  for  "  affembing 
ourfeVes  together."  By  this  means,  people  are 
brouo-ht  forth  and  alTociated  in  their  moil  decent 
attire.  They  are  humanized  and  polifhed  and 
made  better  acquainted.  They  provoke  ore 
another,  as  the  apoille  exprefles  it,  to  love  and 
o-ood  works.  Nay,  as  the  fame  apoftle  further 
teftilies,  much  greater  fruits  than  thefe  may  be 
expected.  For,  "  it  f  the  whole  church  be  come 
together  in  one  place,  and  there  come  in  one  that 
bciieveth  not,  or  one  unlearned  •,  he  is  convinced 

•j-  I  Cor.  xiv.  33,  &c. 
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of  all,  he  :j  judged  of  all  •,  and  fo,  falling  down 
on  his  face,  he  will  worfljip  God,  and  report  that 
God  is  of  a  truth"  in  that  place. 

Whence  it  appears  that  the  negled  of  public 
worlhip  is  alfo  a  breach  of  duty  to  Society,  and 
a  bar  to  the  reformation  and  good  order  of  man- 
kind. It  was  next  to  be  proved  a  breach  of 
duty  to  our  Own  Souls.  And  here  little  need  be 
.faid. 

Whatever  is  a  negled  of  duty  to  God, 
^yhateverobftruds  the  good  of  Society,  mull  ne. 
ceflarily  be  prejudicial  to  the  Individual.    Were 
men  wholly  compofedof  foul  and  made  entirely 
for  themfelves,  a  refined  felfi/h  and  folitary  reli- 
gion  might  pofTibiy  fuit  them.  But,  as  the  mat- 
ter now  is,  they  Hand  in  need  of  all  focial  helps 
to  enflame  their  devotion  j  and  it  is  found  by 
experience  that  in  public  aflemblies,  when  all 
things  are  conduced  with  decency  and  order   a 
kind  of  holy  fervor  is  apt  to  kindle  from  f  bo- 
fom  to  bofom,  rifing  to  heights  which  the  foil, 
tary  worflupper  cannot  eafily  reach  or  conceive 
In  a  word,  'tis  to  focial  and  public  worlhip,   ai 
hath  been  already  hinted,  that  our  blefled  Sa 
^  viour  hath  given  many  of  the  Gofpel-prom ^fes, 
i-or  he  hath  afllired  us  that  if  even  fo  fmajl  a 
number  as  "  two  Ihall  agree  on  earth,  as  touch- 
ing any  thing  that  theylliall  alk,  it  fhali  be  done 
tor  them  of  his  father  who  is  in  heaven."  i| 
t  See  fome  Arguments  on  this  head  in  Difcourfe  V.    ||  Mat. 
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These  arguments, 'tis  to  be  hoped,  may  con- 
vince thofe  who  negled  or  fcorn  our  Sabbaths 
and  public  Meetings,  that  they  are,  in  Reality, 
ading  contrary  to  their  Duty  to  God,  to  Society, 
and  to  Themfelves  •,  and  that  if  it  were  not  for 
the  wife  ordinance  of  a  Sabbath,  true  religion 
would  fcarce  be  found  upon  earth.  And  if  Re- 
ligion were  gone,  Society  could  not  long  fubfift, 
or  at  leaft  it  could  not  fubfift  on  the  principles 
of  Virtue,  Freedom  and  Safety. 

And  this  leads  me  to  one  argument  more,- 
which,  as  it  is  of  a  worldly  nature,  may  perhaps 
be  better  heard.  If  we  would  wifb  to  live  happy 
and  fee  good  days  ;  if  we  v/ould  wifh  to  fee  our 
Children  dutiful,  and  our  Families  in  Subordi- 
nation round  us  -,  if  we  would  wrlli  to  have  our 
Property  fafe,  and  our  perfons  free  from  Vio- 
lence ;  we  ought  to  fupport  the  credit  of  Reli- 
gion, and  fet  forward  the  Public  Worlhip  of 
God,  by  our  whole  influence,  our  example,  and 
every  other  means  in  our  power. 

So  tar  in  general.  As  to  you,  my  brethren, 
to  whom  this  Difcouife  is  more  particularly  ad- 
drefied,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  you  will  be  per- 
fuaded  to  a  confcientious  attendance  upon  the 
public  Worlhip,  the  Prayers,  the  Feftivals  and  the 
Sacraments  of  our  Church,  not  only  from  the 
above  motives,  but  from  the  nobler  motives  lirft 
mentioned  to  yor,  namely  as  a  means  of  con- 
tinuing the  divine  Prefence  among  you,  and  ob- 
taining that  Spiritual  Confolation  and  FellowJhip 

with 
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with  God,  which,  it  is  to  be  believed,  were  your 
lincere  defire  in  contributing  of  your  fubftance 
to  the  ereding  of  this  Houfe. 

Another  thing  I  muft  recommend  to  you, 
if  you  would  expedt  God  to  dwell  among  you, 
as  a  Religious  Society.  'Tis  Union  and  Cha- 
rity with  one  another.  For  St.  Paul  tells  the 
Corinthians,  that  where  Divifions  are  among  a 
people,  they  will  come  together  in  the  Church, 
*'  not  for  the  better,  but  for  the  worfe."*  It  is 
impoflible,  indeed,  in  this  world,  while  men  have 
their  paflions,  their  vanities,  their  interefts,  apd 
their  ambitions,  but  fuch  offences  will  come ; 
and  a  good  man  will  be  apt  to  cry  out — "  Is 
there  no  balm  in  Gilead,"  no  fovereign  me- 
thod to  prevent  or  heal  thefe  painful  wounds  ? 
The  beft  way,  indeed,  is  to  praftife  all  Chriftian 
Forbearance,  and  to  leave  the  reft  to  God's 
Providence ;  ever  bearing  in  mind  that  the  glory 
of  a  Church  confifts  not  in  the  oft^ntation  of 
numbers,  but  in  the  ftrid  Union  and  Fellow- 
fliip  of  its  members. 

The  fame  Charity,  Love  and  Candor,  that 
you  extend  to  one  another,  let  me  befeech  you, 
in  a  particular  manner,  to  extend  to  thofe  who 
are  appointed  to  minifter  among  you.  Judge 
of  them  with  impartiality.  Bear  in  mind  the 
difficulties  of  their  office.  Confider  that  they 
are  men  of  like  infirmities  with  yourfelve;;, 
placed  by  their  ftation  in  a  very  public  point  of 
*  I  Cor.  xi.  17.  .  .  ' 
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view  i  and  thereby  what  failings  they  may  have 
are  rendered  the  more  confpicuous. 

Whem  you  enter  God's  lloufe,  let  your 
n^inds  be  imprefled  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  his 
awful  prefence,  and  "  keep  your  feet  with  all 
(iiligcnce."  Examine  carefully  into  the  mo- 
tives of  your  appearing  there  ;  whether  it  be 
from  an  idle  Curiofity,  or  to  have  a  momentary 
warmth  raifed  in  you  merely  by  Preaching  ; 
or  whether  it  he,  in  good  earneft,  to  humble 
yoijrfelves  before  the  throne  of  God,  and  to  join 
with  your  fellow  Chriftians  in  the  folemn  afts  of 
Pevotion  i  "  in  Supplications,  Prayers,  Inter- 
cefllons,  and  Giving  of  Thanks  for  all  men," 
agreeable  to  the  moll  cpmpleat  form  of  our  ex,- 
cellent  Liturgy  ? 

Preaching,  my  brethren,  was  originally  a 
wife  inftitution,  to  inftru6t  the  Ignorant,  to  roufe 
the  Pull,  to  confirm  the  Wavering,  and  to  ani- 
mate All  in  the  difcharge  of  ^heir  duty  j  and,  as 
fuch,  is  flill  retained  by  our  Church  as  a  very 
necen4ry  addition  to  her  pubhc  fervice,  and  is 
moreover  \^'arranted  by  the  example  of  our  Sa- 
viour and  his  Apoft'.es.  But  then,  here  lies  tlie 
fault,  that  mai)y  will  confider  this  Preaching 
as  the  principal  part  of  the  Public  Woriliip  it- 
felfi  and  no  Preaching  will  be  acceptable  to 
them  that  does  not,  as  it  were,  hurry  them  out 
pf  themfelves,  by  captivating  the  Paflions,  as  if 
fi}SLt  was  a  nobler  ^nd  more  uleful  work  than  to 
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vonyince  the  Judgment.  Preachers  there  are, 
indeed,  who  can  do  both  in  an  eminent  degree  j 
and  their  fuccefs  in  this  refpeffc  is  a  blefTrng  to 
the  focieties  to  which  they  belong.  But  what 
we  complain  of  is  this— that  the  excellent  Li- 
turgy of  our  Church  Ihould  be  no  motive,  or 
only  a  fecondary  motive,  for  frequenting  her 
Service ;  and  that  this  wrong  tafte  of  Hearers  is 
apt  to  lead  to  a  wrong  tafte  in  Preaching,  and 
draws  men  of  warm  tempers,  fmall  abilities,  and 
fond  of  pleafing,  into  extravagances  of  heat  and 
zeal,  which  Reafon  cannot  juftify,  and  Chris- 
tianity requires  not  at  their  hand. 

As  the  refult,  therefore,  of  what  has  beenfaid, 
let  me,  in  the  next  place  entreat  you,  as  a  reli- 
gious Society,  to  "  hold  faft  the  profeffion  of 
your  Faith  without  wavering,"  without  levity,, 
and  without  being  *'  blown  about  by  every 
WindofDoarine." 

I  mean  not,  on  this  occafion,  the  leaft  reflec- 
tion againft  any  of  thofe  who  differ  from  us  in 
their  perfuafion.  They  have,  no  doubt,  fully 
examined  and  convinced  themfelves  in  the  Faith 
they  hold  -,  and  the  fame  indulgence  which  we 
freely  extend  to  them,  we  do  but  claim  for 
ourfelves.  Seeing  we  alfo,  as  well  as  they,  have 
embraced  the  Faith  of  a  particular  Church,  we 
alfo  muft  be  fuppofed  to  have  fufficient  convic- 
tion in  our  own  minds  for  the  choice  we  have 
ip^de.  We  muft  be  allowed  to  think  the  faith 
6  of 
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of  that  Church  the  fame  that  "  was  once  de- 
livered to  the  Saints."  We  muft  be  allowed  to 
confider  her  Worfhip  as  fecial  in  its  nature ; 
plain  yet  folemn,  and  keeping  the  golden  mean 
betwixt  thofe  idle  pegeantries  that  diftradl  the  at- 
tention to  things  purely  fenfible,  and  thofe  illu^ 
five  reveries  that  pretend  to  refinements  which 
human  nature  cannot  reach.  We  muft  be  al- 
lowed to  pay  a  due  regard  to  her  ancient  dif- 
cipline,  her  venerable  order,  and  her  wife  confti- 
tutions,  that  were  planned  by  men  of  fuperior 
eminence,  and  have  ftood  the  teft  of  ages. 
And,  laftly,  we  muft  be  allowed  to  look  upon 
thefe  things  as  matters,  not  lightly,  wantonly, 
or  rafhly,  to  be  given  up. 

I  fhall  only  detain  you  while  I  recommend 
one  thing  more  to  you,  as  a  Religious  Society ; 
and  that  is,  a  liberal  and  beneficentfpirit  in  con- 
tributing to  all  works  of  Charity  and  Com- 
mon Concern.  And,  on  this  head,  it  is  with 
pleafure  that  I  confefs  myfelf  almoft  abfolved 
from  the  necefllty  of  faying  any  thing.  I  am 
rather  called  to  congratulate  you  on  the  excel- 
lent fpirit  that  hath  already  been  Ihewn,  than 
to  doubt  of  its  continuance. 

This  Houfe  hath  been  almoft  wholly  built 
within  yourfelves ;  by  the  free,  voluntary  and 
chearful  contributions  of  your  own  members. 
Some  have  fpared  in  their  exigence,  and  fomc 
out  of  their  abundance,  and  that  too  with  lur- 
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prifing  liberality.  Blefled  are  ye  «  for  this  loan 
«  that  ye  have  lent  unto  the  Lord  *.  May  God 
"  remember  you  concerning  this,  and  wipe  not 
"  out  your  good  deeds  that  you  have  done  for 
«'  the  Houfe  of  your  God  and  for  the  Offices 
«  thereof't 

Proceed  with  the  fame  liberal  and  pious 
fpirit,  in  what  remains  of  this  good  work.  Re- 
member that  God  hath  blefled  you  with  every 
inftance  of  profperity,  in  times  of  extremeft  dan- 
ger. And  furely,  when  our  harvefts  have  been 
multiplied,  and  our  cattle  and  our  fields  encreaf- 
ed ;— when  we  behold  our  children  growing  up 
and  profpering  round  us,  and  even  wanting 
room  in  the  Houfe  of  the  Lord,  then,  oh  then » 
it  is  one  of  the  nobleft  Charities  to  offer  back 
to  God  a  part  of  what  He  has  fo  liberally  be- 
llowed, and  to  make  a  provifion  for  continuing 
the  Worlhip  of  His  adorable  name  among  our 
pofterity  to  the  lateft  generations  !  Whatever  we 
may  give  this  way,  according  to  our  beft  abili- 
ties, God  will  accept  as  an  offering  of  our  Love 
to  Him  i  and  let  us  look  what  we  lay  out,  and 
it  fhall  be  returned  to  us  "  after  many  days"  1| 

I  come  now  to  the  laft  verfes  of  my  text, 
which  were  thefe--"  The  Lord  God  be  with  us, 
"  as  he  was  with  our  fathers.  Let  him  not  leave 
<'  us  nor  forfake  us — That  all  the  people  of  the 
*«  earth  may  know,  that  the  Lord  is  God,  and 
♦*  there  is  none  elfe." — And  the  very  tenor  of 
♦  I  Sam.  ii.  20.    f  Nehem.  xiii.  14.    ||  Ecdef.  xi.  i. 
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thefe  words,  as  well  as  tlie  nature  of  this  occa- 
fion,  calls  us  to  conclude  in  the  mod  humble 
and  lupplicant  manner  with — 

PRAYER. 


BUT  with  what  language  Ihall  wc  addrcfs 
thee,  O  thou  mod  holy  and  exalted  Being ! 
our  God  and  our  Fathers  God — who  inhabitell 
eternity,   and  art   the  Life  and  Light  of  the 
world  \  What  fhall  we   render  unto  thee  for  ten 
thoufand  times   ten   thoufand   mercies,   which 
language  wouid  fail  us  to  exprefs,  and  the  whole 
period  of  our  lives  to  recount !  Above  all,  what 
ihall  we  render  unto  thee  for  the  Knowlege  of 
thine  everlafting  Gofpel,  and  thofe  glorious  pri- 
vileges  to  which  we   are  called  as   members  of 
thy  Church  militant  on  earth—even  to  that  ex- 
alted Privilege  of  Angels— the  Privilege  of  en- 
joying Union  and  Communion  with   tJiee !  Oh 
then,  that  our  hearts  could  now  conceive,  and 
our  tongues  could  utter,  fuch   ftraiiis  of  praile 
and  adoration  and  thankfgiving  to  thee,  as  Angels, 
and  glorified  Spirits,  and  the  Church  triumphant, 
pour  forth  to  thee  in  Heaven  above ! 

It  is  good  for  us,  O  Almighty  Father,  that 
thou  haft  called  us  to  this  Knowlege,  and  haft 
vouchfafed  us  Iiefe  Privileges !  It  is  o-ood  for 
US  that  thou  didft  put  it  into  our  ipinds  /^  i?ut7d 
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thee  an  houfe  to  dwell  in,  and  haft  permitted  us 
to  DEDICATE  andfet  it  apart  (as  we  hope)  to  the 
glory  of  thy  name  for  ever !  Yet,  inafmuch  as 
we  are  taught  not  to  put  our  truft  in  thefe  out- 
ward marks  of  Devotion,  but  that  each  of  us 
muft  prepare  for  thee  an  habitation  inwardly, 
and  a  temple  in  our  Hearts  •,  we  do,  therefore, 
now  come  to  make  a  nobler  and  more  impor- 
tant Dedication  unto  thee!  We  come,  as  is 
our  bounden  duty,  thro'  the  merits  and  inter- 
ceflion  of  our  blefled  Redeemer,  to  dedicate 
OURSELVES,  our  Souls  and  Bodies,  our  whole 
Lives,  to  thy  fervice.  And,  O  thou  who  art  the 
Hearer  of  Prayer,  "  to  whom  mercies  and  for- 
givenefies  belong,  tho'  v/e  have  rebelled  againft 
thee,"  we  moib  earneftly  pray  that  our  pad  of- 
fences may  be  blotted  out,  that  we  may  be  wafli 
ed  in  the  Blood  of  Chrifl,  and  that  the  vows  and 
offerings  which  we  now  make  may  be  accepttxl 
in  Him,  and  rendered  effeftual  to  our  ever-- 
lading  falvation. 

For  this  end,  O  merciful  God,  let  the  Grace  of 
thy  holy  fpirit  afTift  and  iliengthen  us  in  all  our 
Supplications  and  Prayers,  that  we  lliall  thence- 
forward offer  up  to  thee  in  this  Place ;  and  be 
thou  gracioufly  pleafed  to  vouchfafe  us  thy  Pre- 
fence  therein  continually.  As  thou  wert  with  our 
Fathers,  O  Lord  our  Gcd,fo  be  thou  with  us.  As 
thy  mighty  power  brought  them  (like  the  Ifrae- 
lites  of  old)  thro'  the  perils  of  another  raging 
Sea ;  as  thou  didft  lupport  them  in   a  remote 
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I^nd,  while  it  was  yet  another  Wildernefsj  as 
thou  didfl  at  length  give  them  goodly  habita- 
tions therein,  and,  in  thy  divine  favour,  made 
choice  of  them  and  their  children  after  them,  to 
plant  and  propagate  tliy  everlafting  Gofpel  to 
the  end§  of  the  earth— as  thou  wert  with  them 
in  thefe  things,  lb  be  thou  with  us.  Let  not  our 
unworthinefs  provoke  thee  to  "  leave  us  nor  for- 
fake  us  j"  but  let  our  light  fhinc  continually 
forth,  till  all  the  people  of  the  earth  Jhall  know — 
till  the  Heathen  around  us  know — that  the 
Lord  is  God,  and  there  is  none  elfe  \  till  they 
know  and  confefs  that  the  Gods  whom  they 
have  ferved  are  no  Gods  j  that  they  and  their 
Fathers  have  inherited  Lies  and  Vanity  from 
the  beginning  ♦,  and  that  there  is  none  in  whom 
Salvation  may  be  found,  fave  in  thee,  O  Lord 
moft  mighty  and  moft  high  ! 

And  in  order  to  haften  this  happy  time,  when 
all  the  ends  of  the  earth  Ihall  bow  down  to  thy 
Majefty,  and  Kings  and  Princes  call  their  Crowns 
before  the  throne  of  the  Lamb,  we  pray  that 
thou  wouldft  give  fuccefs  to  all  foundations  of 
ufeful  Knowlege,  and  to  the  blefled  Gospel, 
wherefoever  and  by  whomfoever  it  is  truly 
PREACHED.  In  a  particular  manner,  be  pleafed 
to  give  continual  fuccefs  to  the  Preaching 
thereof  in  this  Houfe,  which  we  have  now  open- 
ly and  folemnlyy^/  apart  to  that  facred  purpofe. 
May  all  who  are  called  to  minifter  therein,  put 
off  their  own  Righteoufnefs,  nor  feek  the  ap- 
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plaufe  of  Men  ;  but  may  they  be  cloathed  with 
the  Humility  of  Chrifl,  rightly  and  duly  admi- 
nifter  his  Sacraments,  explain  his  Word,  and  be 
anxious  for  nothing  fo  much  as  to  advance  his 
Glory,  and  preach  him  crucified.     May  this  place 
never  be  proftituted  to  the  purpofes  of  Vanity 
and  Ambition,  Error  or  Enthuliafm,  Coldnefs 
or  Lukewarmnefs.     May  it  continue  the  Habi- 
tation of  the  "God  of  Jacob  for  ever;  a  Place 
where  Prayer  fhall  ever   be  made   unto   him, 
and  where  daily  fhall  he  bepraifed!"   May  it 
continue   a  place  where   the  Service    of   our 
Church,  the  Preaching  of  the  Word,  and   the 
Adminiftration  of  our  Sacraments,  may  be  ren- 
dered effedual,  thro*  the  atonement  of  Chrift,  to 
the  Salvation  of  thoufands ! 

Finally,  O  Lord,  we   pray  that  Love  and 
Union  may  prevail  among  all  the  Members  of 
this  Church  thro'  life ;  and,  at  their  death,  may 
they  be  tranflated  into  the  general  Aflembly  of 
the  Church  of  the  firft-horn  that  are  written  ia 
Heaven;  where,  being  freed  from  all  human 
frailties,  and  admitted  to  the  beatific  prefence, 
they  may  offer  up  unwearied  Hallelujahs  to  him 
that  iltteth  on  the  Throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  for 
ever  and  ever!* 

*  A  conclufion  was  made  by  fmging  the  words  of  the  text, 
as  an  Anthem. 
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The  GOSPEL-SUMMONS. 
Preached    in    Chrift  -  Church  Philadelphia- 
January  lo,  1762.     At  the  Funeral  of  the 
Rev.RoBERT  Jenney,  L.L.D.  Redlor  of  the 
laid  Church. 
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Give  an  Account  of  thy  Steward/hip ;  for  thou  mayeji 
he  no  longer  Steward, 

RENDER  up  your  Stewardlhip—crive  an 
Account  of  yourConduft-thundered  forth 
by  Ibme  powerful  Superior,  that  will  brook  no 
delay-what  a  tremendous    Summons    is  this  ? 

Hear  it  ye  rich,  and  ye  poor  j  ye  rulers,  and 
ye  fubjeds ;  ye  paftors,  and  ye  people !  Whe- 
ther  there  be  committed  to  you  ten  Talents 
or  one  i  whether  your  Stewardlhip  be  in  things 
fpiritual,  or  things  temporal— hear  it  and  be  in 
ftruded!  The  laft  Knell  of  expiring  Time;  the 
trump  of  God  calling  us  to  his  judgment-feat- 
ought  not  more  dceoiy  to  alarm  us,  than  this 
awful  Summons  of  rheGofpel;  which,  though  it 
is  daily  heard  by  us,  has  its  Moral  but  too  much  ' 
daily  negledted. 

Various  are  the  methods  by  which  God's 
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wifdom  thinks  fit  to  call  '^nners  to  repentance, 
in  the  Icriptures.  Sometimes  in  language,  foft 
as  the  breathings  of  love  divine  j  fometimes  in 
notes,  fevere  as  the  voice  of  offended  majefty  •, 
ibmetimes  by  the  gentle  allurements  of  promiled 
rewards  j  and  fometimes  by  the  awful  denuncia- 
tions of  a  judgment  to  come. 

Our  bleffed  Redeemer,  in  the  preceeding 
chapter,  had  been  Preaching  up  the  moft  com- 
fortable dodrine  of  his  Father's  free  Grace,  ma- 
nifefted  in  the  remiiTion  of  fms,  and  his  readinefs 
to  receive  and  embrace  returning  penitents.  The 
love  of  God  in  this,  a'ld  his  planning  from 
eternity  a  method  of  bringing  home  loft  Souls 
to  himfelf,  through  the  all-perfed  Satisfadiort 
of  a  Saviour,  are  moft  beautifully  and  tenderly 
fet  ''orth  in  fundry  inftru6Uve  Parables  i  fuch  as 
;  Shepherd's  leaving  ninety-nine  of  iiis  fheep  in 
ii  -  wildernefs,  to  look  after  one  loft,  and  calling 
i:  his  neigiiuours  to  rejoice  with  him  on  finding 
it !  Such  as  a  Woman's  fearching  carefully  for 
a  piece  of  loft  treafure,  and  communicating  her 
joy  to  all  around  her  on  the  recovery  thereof  f 
And,  above  all,  fuch  as  that  of  an  indulgent  Pa- 
rent, receiving  back  to  his  bofom  even  a  Prodigal 
Son  that  had  wafted  his  fubftance  in  riot  and  in- 

tcmperance» 

But  all  thefo  foft  and  winning  defcriptions 
were  loft  upon  the  hardened  Pharifees.  Our 
Saviour,  therefore,  addreffes  them  in  a  /ery  dif- 
ferent (train.  He  lays  before  them  this  Para- 
ble of  the  Steward,  called  fuddenly  to  account 
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before  his  Lord  and  Mafter;  thereby  jntimatino- 
to  them,  in  colours  the  moll  ftriking,  that  how- 
ever light  they  might  make  of  the  Gofpel  Over- 
tures in  the  Day  of  Grace^  a  time  would  come, 
and  that  fuddenly  too  as  a  thief  in  the  night, 
when  they  would  be  called  to  give  a  fevere  ac- 
count of  the  improvements  they  had  made  of 
fuch  fignal  blefiings  ! 

I  HAVE  not  cliofen  thefe  words,  as  thinking 
that  this  congregation  could  be  moved  by  no- 
thing but  arguments  of  terror;  nor  becaufe 
there  is  the  leall  fimilitude  between  ;he  charac- 
ter of  the  Steward  in  the  text,  and  th^t  charac- 
ter which  is  the  occaficn  of  the  prelent  mourn- 
ful folemnity.  To  argue  thus,  would  be  a  per- 
verfion  of  all  Parables,  and  the  defign  of  all 
Preaching.  The  Scripture-Parables  are  o-ene- 
rally  written  for  the  illuflration  of  fome  impor- 
tant point  of  Dodrine,  or  Morals ;  and  do 
not  require  a  particular  application  of  every  par- 
ticular circumilance. 

The  words  which  I  have  read,  "  give  an  ac- 
count of  thy  Stewardiliip,  for  thou  mayeft  be 
no  longer  Steward,"  are  to  be  taken,  as 
they  ftand,  in  their  fmgle  and  irrelative 
fenfe,  being  equally  applicable  to  account- 
able creatures  of  every  degree.  And  the  doc- 
trine I  would  infer  from  them  on  the  prefent  oc- 
cafion  is — 

First,  That  every  thing  we  pofTefs  in  this 

P  2  world 


212       DISCOURSE    VIII. 

world  is  given  us  in  Trull,  and  for  Improve- 
ment. 

Secondly,  That  there  will  be  a  day  of  fina? 
Reckoning  •,  and  that  as  the  Account  Hands  at 
the  hour  of  Death,  fo  will  it  be  produced  in  the 
day  of  Judgment. 

Thirdly,  That  the  only  refledions  which 
can  give  us  hope,  as  accountable  creatures, 
in  the  hour  of  death,  and  the  refignation  of  our 
Stewardfhip,  are  to  be  derived  from  the  gofpel- 
profpedls  and  promifes. 

And  First,  then,  it  is  evident,  from  tha 
whole  tenor  of  God's  holy  word,  that  whatfoever 
we  polTefs  in  this  life  is  given  us  in  Truft  and 
for  Improvement.  The  unprofitable  fervanr, 
who  laid  up  his  Pound  in  a  napkin,  had  a  fevere 
fentence  paiTed  upon  him  by  his  returning  lord—  - 
"  Take  j  from  him  the  pound,  and  give  it  to 
him  that  hath  ten  pounds ;" — to  him  that  hath 
made  a  due  improvement  of  what  was  formerly 
committed  to  him.  The  like  fentence  was  de- 
nounced againfl:  the  fruitlefs  Fig-tree — "  Cut  jj 
it  down,  why  cumbreth  it  the  ground .?" 

Many  more  Scripture-proofs  might  be  ad- 
duced i  but  the  point  in  queftion  does  not  feem 
to  need  them.  To  a  man  who  lives  a  life  of 
Reafon  and  of  Virtue,  few  things  are  fufficient 
to  fatisfy  the  calls,  nay  to  anfwer  the  conve- 
niencies  of  life.  Could  it  be  agreeable  then,,  to 
the  ordinance  of  a  wife  and  jufl  God,  for  one  to 
t  Luke  xix.  24.         II  xiii.  7. 
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grafp  a  thoufand  times  his  proportion  of  the 
Goods  of  this  world  and  to  hoard  them  up  with- 
out improvement  for  the  public  ?  Why  fhouli 
different  talents  be  afligned  to  different  perfons, 
if  they  were  to  be  employed  folely  for  their  own 
private  ufe  ?  Why  Ihould  one  wallow  in  wealth  j 
one  be  exalted  to  the  fummit  of  power  ;  one  re- 
joice in  bodily  ftrength  ;  one  enjoy  faculties  of 
mind  almoft  angelic ;  if  the  feparate  poffeffors 
were  to  ufe  thefe  feparate  gifts  only  for  them- 
felves,  without  regard  to  tiie  community  ? 
,  Through  all  nature,  there  is  inceffant  en- 
ergy, a6lion  and  communication  of  powers.  No- 
thing feems  to  exift  on  its  own  fmgle  account. 
The  very  Stars,  that  fpangle  the  face  of  night, 
are  bound  to  their  orbits  hy  mutual  adlion  on 
each  other,  and  on  the  common  center  of  the 
fyftem ! 

Why,  then,  fliould  thofe  divine  gifts  and  en- 
dowments, which  providence  fhowers  fo  pro- 
fufely  on  individuals  of  the  human  fyftem,  be 
left  without  their  full  ufe  ?  Why  {hould  they 
be  fuffered  to  ftagnace,  as  it  were,  like  waters 
emitting  only  a  noifome  vapor  in  the  fummer's 
drought.?  Ought  they  not  rather  to  flow  irri- 
guous,  like  the  refrefliing  Rills,  rejoicing  the 
country  around  ?  Moft  undoubtedly,  my  bre-, 
thren,  they  ought !  And  fuch  would  be  the  im- 
provement which  we  fhould  make  of  every  thing 
committed  to  us  if,  inftead  of  looking  upon  it 
35  peculiarly  our  ov;n,  and  fo  much  added  to  our 
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private  felicity,  we  would  confider  ourfelves  on^ 
ly  as  God's  Stewards  for  the  lame ;  and  more 
efpecially  refledt  that  there  will  be  a  day  ot  final 
reckoning,  when  we  fhall  be  called  to  giv^^  an 
account  of  our  Stewardfliip,  before  men  and 
angels,  at  the  bar  of  omnipotence.  And  this 
was  the  Second  topic  of  my  difcourfe. 

Now  a  Day  of  Accounts  is  infcparable  from 
the  very  notion  ot  a  StewardiTiip ;  and  the  facred 
fcripturcs,  purfuing  the  metaphor,  have  placed 
this  matter  beyond  Contradiftion.    We  are  there 
told  that  all  our  adlions  are  regiibed  in  a  Book, 
written  with  a  pen  of  iron  and  with  the  point 
of  a  diamond.     We  are  alio  told  that  our  om- 
nipotent judge  will  open  this  awful  book  and 
proceed  againft  us  by  regular  procefs — "  I  [|  faw 
a  great  white  throne  and  Him  that  fat  on  it  j 
from  whofe    face    the   earth  and   the    heaven 
fled  away,  and  there  was  no  place  found  for  them. 
And  I  faw  the  Dead,  fmall  and  great,  ftand  be- 
fore God;  and  the  Books  were  opened  and  the 
Dead  were  judged  out  of  thofe  things  which. 
were  written  in  the  Books,   according  to  their 
works." — . 

Ah !  then,  my  Fellow-Chriftians !  how  many 
thoufand  thoufiind  fecrets  fhall  be  laid  open  before 
an  affembled  univerfe  ?  Then,  and  not  till  then, 
fhall  we  thoroughly  fee  and  underftand  the 
fum  and  fcope  of  God's  eternal  plan,  without 
thofe  intricacies  wherein  it  is  now  involved ! 
Then  fhall  the  account  between  virtue  and  vice 
be  finally  ftated  and  balanced !  Then  fliall  hypo- 


Rev.  XX.  II,  12. 


crify 


Discourse  viii.     215 

crlfy  be  obliged  to  lay  down  its  mafk,  oppref- 
fion  his  rod,  dominion  his  fceptre-,  and  all  to 
appear  naked  and  on  a  level,  at  the  bar  of  the 
Almighty,  to  give  an  account  of  their  Steward- 
fliip,  each  for  himfelf,  and  none  by  another ! 

Then  fliall  it  be  feen  how  every  one  of  us 
has  uied  the  gifts  committed  to  us  in  our  feveral 
fpheres.  Then  fhall  it  be  known  for  what  end 
Wealth  or  Power,  or  great  Talents  were  va- 
rioufly  beftowed.  If  the  former  was  our  por- 
tion, it  will  be  known,  whether  we  hoarded  it 
up  with  a  mere  fordid  view  of  Self-enjoyment  ? 
Whether  we  fuffered  it  to  draw  off  our  attention 
from  things  celeilial,  to  extinguifli  the  focial  and 
public  affedtions ;  and  to  debafe  us  into  a  literal 
affinity  with  the  beads  that  perifh  ?  or  whether, 
if  we  did  befbowany  thing  out  of  our  abundance, 
it  was  done  with  a  fpirit  of  oftentation  to  be 
feen  of  men  j  or  done,  in  the  true  Gofpel-fenfe, 
to  feed  the  hungry  and  cloath  the  naked,  after 
anfv/ering  all  the  domeftic  Charities  of  father, 
fon  and  brother,  and  the  facred  calls  of  the  Com- 
munity, which  includes  the  whole  ?  / 

Again,  if  Power  and  Government  fell  -to 
our  Ihare,  it  v/ill  be  known — Whether  we 
bartered  our  favours  away  for  vile  gain  ?  whe- 
ther we  were  open  to  the  allurements  of 
vice,  the  blandiihments  of  flattery,  and  the  in- 
toxications of  party  ?  or  whether  we  ma  ie  ufe 
of  our  influence  to  fupportjuftice,  to  proted  in- 
nocence, to  encourage  virtue,  and  to  reward 
humble  merit  ? 
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If  wifdom  and  great  talents  were  bellowed 
upon  us,  it  will  be  known— Whether,  with  a 
noble  Difinterellednefs  of  foul,  unawed  by 
power  and  unbribed  by  wealch,  we  have  fted- 
taftly  exerted  thefe  divine  gifts  for  the  illumina- 
tion of  mankind,  for  the  advancement  of  God's 
,^lory,  for  the  propagation  of  civil  Liberty,  and 
tb;  the  fupport  of  whatever  elfe  is  valuable  in 
lociety  ? 

Then,  at  length,  it  Ihall  be  known—from 
what  fecret  motives  the  labors  of  the  reputed 
Patriot  took  their  rife  ?  Whether  the  loud  De^ 
claimer  in  fenates  and  public  afTembhes  fought  his 
own  glory  or  the  glory  of  the  pubhc  ?  Whether  his 
many  laboured  and  popular  harangues  have  flow- 
ed from  partiality  to  his  friends,  oppofition  to  his 
enemies,  or  peradventure  from  both  ?  Whether 
they  were  calculated  in  good  earneil  to  relumi- 
nate  the  dying  fpirit  of  virtue  and  freedom;  or 
to  raife  himfclf,  on  the  wings  of  a  temporary 
tame,  to  the  fummit  of  earthly  power  ? 

Then  too  it  fliall  be  known-- Whether  he  that 
n^inillred  at  the  altar,  m.iniflred  for  himfelf,  or 
fo.r  his  Lord  and  Mailer  ?  Whether  he  was  m'ore 
anx  jous  for  the  reformation  of  mankind,  or  to 
appe^'ar  and  fparkle,  for  a  moment,  in  the  pub- 
lic ey.,e  ?  Whether  the  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  enter- 
ed alwjiys  into  the  fpirit  of  Preaching  ?  Whether 
the  fierce  zeal,  often  Ihewn  for  particular  points, 
was  a  zeal  according  to  knowlege  ?  Whether  it 
hath  tended  more  to  inftruc^  or  to  diilraa:  the 
world  ?  Whether  the  divifions,  feparations  and 
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contentions  among  Chrillians,  have  been  made 
leifurely  and  upon  cool  reflexion?  Whether 
pride,  pafTion,  rcfentment  and  wilful  narrownefs 
of  mind,  had  any  fliare  in  forming  them  ? 

These  things,  and  ten  thoufand  more,  which 
it  would  be  impoflible  to  recount,  will  be  known 
at  that  day  J  in  which  there  is  nothing  now  hid 
that  ihall  not  be  made  manifcft ! 

Happy  the  man,  then,  and  thrice  happy  he, 
who,  anticipating  this  tremendous  fcene,  can 
give  an  account  of  his  Ste wardlhip  to  his  own  con- 
fcience  !  Happy  the  man  in  public  life,  who  Ihall 
be  able  in  that  awful  day  to  rppeal  to  his  paft 
condua,  and  fay-"  Whofe  ||  ox  have  I  taken  ? 
Whom  have  I  defrauded  ?  Whom  have  I  op- 
prefTed  ?  Or  of  whofe  hand  have  I  received  any 
bribe  to  blind  mine  eyes  therewith  ?  Even  the 
Lord  (my  judge  hiirifelf)  is  witnefs  this  day  that 
ye  have  not  found  ought  in  my  hand!" 

Happy  too  the  miniiler  of  God's  woid,  who 
can  call  his  people  to  witnefs  for  him  in  that  day, 
and  fay,  in  thewords  of  the  blefled  apoftle  Paul-- 
*'  I  i-  take  you  to  record  that  I  am  pure  from  the 
blood  of  all  men  ;  for  I  have  not  fhunned  to  de- 
clare to  you  all  the  council  of  God  ;  and  I  have 
kept  back  nothing  that  was  profitable  to  you ; 
but  have  Ihewn  you  and  taught  you  publicly 
from  houfe  to  houfe ;  taking  heed  to  the  flock 
over  whir'  the  holy  Ghofl:  hath  made  me  over- 
feer  -,  feeding  the  Church  of  God  which  he  hath 

purchafed  with  his  own  blood." 

Such  being  the  cafe,  then,  my  brethren ;  and 
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as  the  rrce  falleth,  there  it  will  lie  ;  fince  as 
death  leaves  us,  judgment  will  fitid  us  •,  what  an 
awful  and  important  moment  mult  the  moment 
of  our  dying  be  ?  It  is  like  entering,  through  a 
dark  portal,  into  the  great  manfion-houfe  where 
we  muft  render  up  our  Stewardihip.  Having 
once  palTed  the  threihold,  there  is  no  way  for  re- 
treat left ;  no  way  to  alter  or  amend  one  jot  of 
our  account ;  for  "  there  *  is  neither  work  nor 
device  in  the  grave." 

No  wonder,  then,  that  to  die,  fhould  be  reck- 
oned a  thing  exceeding  folemn  !  A  day  of  ac- 
counts, and  the  vaft  ocean  of  eternity  before  us— 
Oh !  how  the  foul  fliudders  on  the  brink,  and 
fain,  very  fain,  would  cleave  to  this  evanefcent 
fpeck  of  earth,  loth  to  quit  her  hold,  till  the  God 
of  grace  comes  with  his  divine  confolations,  and 
cheers  the  recoiling  fpirits  1 

And  this  leads  me,  in  the  third  place,  to 
obferve  that  our  only  hope  in  the  hour  of  death, 
is  to  be  derived  from  the  Gofpel-profpe6ts  and 
promifes. 

Before  the  Chriflian  Revelation  was  made 
known,  the  Death  of  the  bell  of  men  was  only  a 
leap  into  the  Dark ;  a  wrench  from  the  precinds 
of  day,  and  a  forrowful  parting  with  all  that 
they  placed  their  hopes  upon.  The  Wifdom  of 
the  World  could  even  go  but  a  little  way  in 
teaching  men  how  to  live,  but  when  it  came  to 
lay  down  leflbns  how  to  die,  it  was  found  to  be 
perfedl  Foolifhnefs.  It  gave  them  no  folid  aflii- 
•  Ecclef.  ix.  10. 
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ranee  of  a  future  ftate,  the  rcmiflion  of  fins,  and 
a  glorious  reward  for  the  juft.     After  all  the  ar- 
guments that  unaflifted  reafon  and  philofophy 
could  bring,  the  fears  of  having  the  Body  laid 
down  in  the  clay  tomb,  and   the  thoughts  of 
dreary  Annihilation,  ftartled  and  aftonifhed  the 
foul  on  the  one  hand.      Or,  on  the  other,  if 
there  were  any  more  enlightened,  who  believed, 
or  rather  hoped,  the  Body's  Refurredtion,  and  the 
Soul's  continuance  after  death,  they  were  ftill  at 
a  lofs  how  to  regain  the  favour  of  their  offended 
gods,     h:  Ihort,  all  was  doubt   and  diftraflion 
and  defpair  -f-  among  them,  at  that  laft  period, 
when  it  moft  behoves  the  Soul  to  be  left  eafy, 
tranquil  and  recolle<5ted. 

But  how  different  is  the  matter  under  the 
Gofpel  of  Chrift?  We  are  there  taught  that 
what  we  falfely  call  the  hour  of  our  Death,  is 
bur  the  hour  of  our  Birth  to  Life  eternal.  We 
there  learn  the  true  meaning  of  thefe  ancient  ex- 
preflions — "  I  *  will  ranfom  them  from  the  power 
of  the  grave — I  will  redeem  them  from  death ; 
O  Death,  I  will  be  thy  plagues — O  Grave,  I 
will  be  thy  deflru^Lion. — " 

TriE  gofpel  lifts  our  eye  to  immortal  fcenes. 
It  fiiews  us  a  reconciled  God,  and  Jefus  the  Medi- 
ator feated  at  his  right  hand.  It  teaches  us  a 
method  by  which  the  account  of  our  Steward- 

f  «»  The  great,  th'  unbounded  profpeft  lay  before  them, 

"  But  clouds  and  darkncfs  hung  upon  it — "    Addisov, 
*  Hofea  xiii.  10. 
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fhip  may  be  fettled  even  in  this  life  j  by  which 
our  fins  may  be  blotted  out  of  the  regiftry  of 
Heaven,  even  tho'  they  be  written  with  a  pen 
of  iron,  and  graven  with  the  point  of  a  dia- 
mond. 

To  the  Chriftian  a  light  has  arifen  in  dark- 
nefs  i  and  his  profpeds  are  extended  beyond  the 
grave,  and  ftretched  down  thro*  immeafurable 
Kternity.  Herein  is  the  vaft  fuperiority  of  our 
Religion  above  all  others,  in  that  it  hath  not  on- 
ly taught  us  how  to  Live,  but  likewife  how  to 
Die.  OurblefTcd  Saviour,  having  publifhed  Life 
and  Immortality  to  all  fuch  as  repent,  believe  and 
obey  his  Gofpel,  has,  in  refpeft  to  them,  taken 
away  the  fling  and  removed  the  fear  of  Death. 

Animated  with  the  celeftial  views  of  Futu- 
rity, rhe  fincere  Chriftian,  who  has  feen  and  fel> 
the  vanity  of  all  earthly  things ;  who  has  medi- 
tated much  upon  Time  and  Eternity,  the  enjoy- 
ments of  this  world  and  the  next ;  he  who  is 
fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  God's  promifes; 
wlio  has  with   all  good  confcience  endeavoured 
to  do  his  duty  here  j  who  has  fincerely  lamented 
the   errors   he  may  have  committed,  and  em- 
braced the  terms  of  pardon  andfalvation  offered 
by  God  in  Chrift,  with  an  awful  convidlion  of 
their   truth  and   efficacy—He,  I   fay,  who  has 
done  thefe  things,  can  have  but  little  left  to  do 
when  he  comes  to  Die. 

Such  an  one,  my  brethren,  will  appear  in  a  very 
fuperior  light  to  the  greateft  of  thofe  who  have 
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died  without  thefe  advantages.  He  will  be 
free  from  their  doubts,  their  diftraftions,  and 
their  horrors ;  and  will  enjoy  a  foul-felt  recol- 
ledion  and  truft,  which  the  enemies  of  religion 
cannot  eafily  be  made  to  conceive.  When  all 
is  forrow  and  mourning  around  him,  he  will  be 
fuperlatively  raifed  above  the  general  wealc- 
nefs.  Heaven  and  glory  will  begin  to  open  up- 
on him,  and  he  will  be  in  the  midft  of  his  com- 
forters (to  borrow  an  image  from  a  pious 
and  fublime  f  writer)  like  Ibme  lofty  mountain, 
ferene  «nd  bright,  retaining  the  fplendors  of  the 
fetting  fun,  while  damps  and  fliadcs  have  cover- 
the  vales  below  f 

I  doubt  not,  eveiy  perfon  prefcnt  has  already 
anticipated  my  intended  application  of  this 
difcourfe.  We  are  here  met  to  perform  the 
laft  obfequies  to  the  body  of  our  deceafed  Paf- 
tor— a  man  venerable  in  years,  and  who  was  a 
ftriking  pattern  of  Chriftian  refignation,  under 
a  long  and  fevere  iUnefs.  Thofe  who  knew 
him  beft  in  that  fituation,  know  that  his  chief 
concern  was  not  for  himfelf,  but  for  the  diftref- 
ied  and  perplexed  ftate  of  his  congregations. 

Characters,  my  brethren,  in  funeral  fer- 
mons,  in  thefe  days,  lie  under  fome  difgrace ; 
being  too  often  the  produdions  of  men  willing 
to  fhew  their  own  eloquence ;  or  perhaps  too 
complaifant  to  the  tendernefs  of  mournful  rela- 
tives. But,  without  incurring  either  of  thefe 
*  Dr,  Young. 
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imputations,  I  can  with  truth  fay  of  your  dc- 
ceafed  minifter,  that  he  was  a  man  of  Itridt  ho- 
ncfty,  one  that  liated  diflimulation  and  a  lie,  ex- 
emplary in  his  life  and  morals,  and  a  moft  zea- 
lous member  of  the  church. 

Thefe  were  fome  of  his  virtues  as  a  Chriftian, 
and  they  were  ufeful  in  his  generation.     Frail- 
ties he,  no  doubt,  had  too,  as  a  man  ;  but  as 
they  were  never  injurious  to  others,  fo  we  may 
weli  believe  that  they  have   long  before  now 
found  fhelter  in  the  bofom  of  divine  mercy  j  and 
what  morcal  fliall  feek  to  draw  them  from  that 
facred  refuge  ?  He  had  full  time  given  him  to 
prepare  for  his  death,  and  it  came  at  laft,  car- 
neftly  wifhed  for  by  him ;  fo  that  he  cannot  fo 
properly  be  faid  to  "  have  been  taken  away,  as 
to  have  tarried  till  God  came." 

And  now,  my  brethren,  a  newfcene  opens  to 
you  who  are  members  of  thefe  congregations  j 
or,  at  leafl,  to  you  who  are  the  reprelentatives 
thereof.  Behold  the  breathlefs  clay  of  your  late 
pallor  placed  on  the  brink  of  a  grave.  In  a  few 
moments,  its  yawning  jaws  will  be  clofed  over 
him,  and  thus  will  the  fcene  between  him  and 
you  be  for  ever  Ihut ! 

Think,  then,  what  a  weight  has  fallen  upon 
you  ?  There  is  a  Stewardfhip  in  your  hands,  of 
a  peculiar  fort,  for  which  you  are  accountable 
both  to  God  and  man  j  and  which  I  forbore  to 
fpeak  of  till  now.  'Tis  the  ftewardfhip  for  this 
church  and  for  this  people — a  church  confpi- 
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cuous  in  her  fitiution,  and  a  people  daily  in- 
creafing  in  multitude.  Coniidcr  that  what  you 
may  do,  and  my  plan  in  this  rcfpct^,  is  a  work 
which  may  affcdt  you  and  your  children,  and 
the  caufe  of  religion,  for  generations  to  come  ; 
and  what  is  once  done,  is  not  cafily  to  be  re- 
called.—Proceed,  therefore,  we  pray  you,  cooly, 
juftly  and  deliberately,  in  this  great  matter. 
Let  neither  follicitations,  nor  prejudices,  nor 
any  wrong  pafTion,  be  able  to  biafs  yon. 

The  Gofpel  ofChrill  (fays  a  great  divine) 
can  only  be  propagated    "  by    the  fame  means 
and  the  fame  temper,  wherewith  our  blelTed  Sa- 
viour began  to  propagate  it ;"  not  by  noife  and 
buftle,  not  by  vain  v.ords  and  empty  founds; 
but  by  a  noble  fpirit  of  charity  towards  tiie  per- 
fons  of  men— by  ftrengtli  of  reafon,  clearnefs  of 
argument,  and  an  example  of  virtue  and  ricrhte- 
oufnefs.     If  men  of  thcfe  qualities  be  encou- 
raged to   min^'fter  among   you,   tlien  we  may 
hope  that   the  Vine,  which  God's   right-hand 
has  planted  in  this  remote  corner  of  the  earth 
will  "  t  fend  out  her  boughs  unto  the  fea,  and 
her  branches  unto  the  utmoft  rivers."     The  con- 
trary, we  truft,  will  never  happen,  through  any 
fault  in  your  Stewardfliip. 

These  counfels,  I  hope,  you  will  take  in  good 
part  from  me,  at  a  time  vhen  I  am  fure  I  can- 
not be  fufpeded  of  any  interefted  views.  God 
knows  but  this  may  be  my  lafl:  opportunity  of 

♦  Dr.  Clarke.        f  Pfalm.  Ixxx.  2. 
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cverfpeaking  to  you  from  this  place. — My  heart 
is  full  on  the  occafion  j — and  had  not  my  notice  * 
been  fo  very  fhort,  and  the  time  urgenty  1 
Ihould  have  enlarged  farther.  But  I  Ihall  fum 
all  by  exhorting  you  to  ftand  firm  in  your 
Faith,  and  above  all,  to  cultivate  that  Divine 
Charity,  which  is  the  very  perfedtion  of  Chrif- 
tianity.  The  other  virtues  and  graces  bring  us 
near  to  God  by  diftant  approaches.  But,  by  this 
divine  virtue  of  Charity,  we  are  not  merely  led 
and  drawn  unto  Him ;  but  we  prefs,  as  it  were,  into 
his  prefence  by  it,  and  are  thereby  prepared  for 
his  eternaj  fociety.  Our  Faith,  after  death, 
fhall  be  fwallowed  up  in  Vifion,  and  our  Hope 
in  Fruition  •,  but  our  Charity  fhall  live  for  ever, 
and  be  a^nain  ingredient  in  our  happinefs 
thro'   the  endlefs  ages  of  eternity. 

That  every  bofom  among  us  may  be 
found  glowing  with  this  celeftial  virtue,  at 
the  hour  when  we  are  called  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  our  Stewardfhip,  may  God  of  his 
infinite  mercy  grant,  for  the  fake  of  Jefus 
Chrift.     Amen. 

*  The  Author  had  but  a  day  or  two  to  prepare  this  dlf- 
Courfe,  and  no  leifure  to  revife  it  before  it  was  firft  publifh- 
cd;  being  immediately  obliged  to  embaik  for  England. 
This,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  his  apology,  if  itfhould  be  found 
lefs  perrefl  than  the  fubjea  requires ;  for  it  cannot  now  be 
much  improved  without  drawing  it  too  far  from  its  original 
plan. 


End  of  the  DISCOURSES. 
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NUMBER    I. 

A  Letter  concerning  the  Office  and  Duty  o/'Pro- 
TESTANT  Ministers,  efpecially  in  rimes 
of  public  Danger  and  Calamity  ^,  written  to 
a  *  Clergyman  on  the  Frontiers  of  PennfyU 
vania,  on  General  Braddock's  Defeat  5  and 
frji  publijhed  in  Auguji  ly^^. 


My  dear  Sir, 

IH  A  V  E  carefully  read  the  fermon  that  came 
enclofed  to  me  in  yours  of  the  15th  indant - 
and  cannot  but  think  the  fubjea:  well  chofen 
and  highly  feafonable.  The  thoughts  you  have  chief- 
ly dwelt  on  .re  truly  interefting ;  and  their  frequent 
Jntrufion  fhews  a  mind  more  deeply  impreffed  with 


•  The  reverend  Mr.  Barton. 
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its  fubjecl,  than  attentive  to  external  niceties  and 
method.  But,  for  this  very  reafon,  perhaps,  the 
fermoii  may  be  more  generally  ufeful  to  fach  rea- 
ders as  want  to  have  the  fame  truths  fet  in  various 
points  of  view  -,  fo  that  I  have  been  very  iparing 
in  my  propofcd  alterations  of  m.ethod.  Some 
tranfpontions  and  abridgments  I  have,  however, 
ofTcred  to  your  confideration,  agreeable  to  the  con- 
iiuence  you  are  plear::d  to  re  pofe  in  me. 

There  is,  if  we  could  hit  upon  it  in  compofi- 
tton,  a  certain  incommunicable  art  of  making  one 
part  rife  gracefully  out  of  another  -,  which,  although 
it  is  to  bcfeen  by  a  criric  only,  will  yet  be  fell  and 
tajled  by  ail.  To  pleafe  in  this  refpccl  is  well 
worth  our  warmell  endeavours.  We  are  debtors 
alike  to  the  wife  and  the  unv/ife-,  the  learned  Greek 
and  the  fcolifli  Barbarian.  None  but  a  few  choicer 
fpirits  have  fenfe  and  goodnefs  enough,  to  be  cap- 
tivated by  the  nake^i  charm  of  Ri-Ligion.  Vulgar 
fjuls  need  to  be  roufed  from  the  lethargy  of  iovv 
defire,  and  to  have  their  love  of  God  and  goodnefs 
excited  and  enllamed.  liencc,  Religion  muft  be 
taught^  as  it  were,  to  breathe  and  to  move  before 
them,  in  all  the  grace  and  majefty  of  her  moft 
winning;  and  attractive  form. 

We  llhall,  ihereiore,  err  greatly,  if  we  flatter 
ourfelvcs  that  it  will  coft  us  lei's  labour  to  preach 
or  write  to  the  Ignorant,  than  to  the  Intelligent. 
to  pleafe  and  profit  the  latter,  requires  Senfe  only. 
To  pleafe  and  profit  the  former,  requires  Senfe  and 
An  both. 
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I  AM  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  expreflions 
towards  me.  ^  intercourfc  of  comp'iment  would 
ill  fuit  the  fcrioufncfs  of  our  charaders ;  and,  in 
regard  to  any  fmall  fervices  I  have  been  able  to  do 
you.  I  am  more  than  repaid  in  obferving  that  I 
have,  in  fome  meafure,  been  inlirumcntal  in  fup- 
plyingour  poor  back-fettlers,  with  a  minifter  of 
the  blefied  Gofpel ;  who,  in  this  day  of  our  vifi- 
tation,  will,  to  the  beft  of  his  abilities,  ftem  the 
tide  of  popular  vice  and  folly,  and  difdain  to  ap- 
pear cold  to  the  caufe  of  his  Godj  his  king,  or 
his  proteftant  country. 

I  KNOW,  however,  that  your  appearing  warm  in 
thefe  grand  concerns  will  even  procure  oppofition  to 
your  miniPiry,  as  well  as  objedtions  to  all  fermons 
of  this  kind.  You  will  hear  it  faid — "  That  a  mi- 
"  nifber  profeffing  to  be  a  difciple  of  the  meek  and 
"  blefied  Jefus,  fhould  confine  himfelf  to  fubjefls 
"  purely  fpirituai  and  eternal.  What  have  tlie  cler- 
gy to  do  with  civil  and  temporal  concerns  ?  And 
as  to  blowing  the  trumpet  of  war,  and  dt  claiming 
"  againft  popery,  a  rLibjc<5l  fo  long  ago  txh.iuftcd, 
*'  what  purpofe  can  it  fcrve  but  to  kind'e  the  flame 
"  of  perfccution,  and  baniOi  chriftian  charity  from 
"  the  habitations  of  men  ?'* 

These  objedtions  will  feem  phuifib'e  to  many, 
tho'  they  will  not  fo  much  be  levelled  againft  any 
particular  performance,  as  againf!:  every  proteftanc 
minilhr  in  general,  v.ho  Hiall  have  the  noble  re- 
folution  to  difcharge  the  imporcnnc  dutic^s  of  his 
office,  in  the  prcfcnt  emergency.    I  fliall,  therefore, 
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endeavour  to  ftrip  fuch  obje<5lions  of  their  falfe 
varnifh,  and  (hew  that  to  admit  them  in  their 
full  torce,  tends  clearly  to  involve  the  world  in 
error  and  flavery. 

It  is  indeed  a  melancholy  confideration  that 
fuch  a  talk  fliould  be  neceflary  at  this  day,  even 
under  the  happy  aufpices  of  Liberty  and  a  reformed 
Religion.  But  I  know  that,  in  the  courfe  of  your 
duty  here,  you  will  find  arguments  ftill  wanting 
to  combat  prejudices  of  this  kind,  and  even  to 
plead  before  very  partial  judges  the  caufe  of  a  pro- 
teftant  miniftry.  And  it  is  our  good  fortune  that 
fuch  arguments  may  readily  be  produced,  even 
upon  principles  of  reafon  and  good  policy,  if  thofe 
of  a  higher  nature  fhould  oe  refufed. 

We  may  grant  that,  in  the  infancy  of  time, 
when  men  lived  in  a  difperft  ftate,  it  was  poffible 
that  every  one  might  be  Prieft  as  well  as  King  in 
his  own  family.  Not  being  as  yet  colleded  into 
larger  focieties,  men  were  not  then  engaged  in  that 
conftant  round  of  adion,  which  hath  fince  been 
the  lot  of  their  fhorc- lived  poflerity.  Their  man- 
ners were  more  fimple ;  the  diftindions  between 
right  and  wrong  were  iefs  perplexed  ;  and  they  had 
leifure  to  attend  not  only  to  the  dilates  of  a  heart 
Iefs  corrupt,  but  aifo  to  thofe  pofitive  injunftions, 
received  occafionaliy  from  God  himfelf,  convcrfing 
face  to  face,  or  handed  down  from  their  firil  pa^ 
rents,  in  pure  and  faithful  tradition. 

But  altho'  in  thefe  times  of  fimplicity,   as  they 
are  defcribed  to  us,  we  may  fuppofe  every  man  ca- 
pable 
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pable  of  difcovering  his  own  duty,  and  offering  up 
the  pure  and  fpiritual  worfliip  of  his  own  heart* 
yet  fuch  a  worfhip  was  too  refined,  abftradted 
and  folitary,  to  iaft  always.  Human  affairs  foon 
became  more  complicated.  Societies  were  neceffa- 
rily  formed  j  and  this  facred  intercourfe  of  individu- 
als, with  the  Father  of  Love,  foon  began  to  de- 
cay. The  avocations  of  life  made  many  forget  itj 
and  many  more  were  too  much  funk  in  ignorance 
and  indolence,  to  mark  thofe  difplays  of  wifdom, 
power  and  goodnefs,  which  ought  to  raife  it  in  the 
breaft.  Such  perfons  could  fee  the  fun  fet  and 
rife,  and  could  turn  their  fight  upon  the  fpacious 
fky,  without  adoring  the  Maker's  greatnefs,  or  ex- 
tolling his  wifdom.  They  could  wander,  with  un- 
confcious  gaze  in  the  midft  of  nature,  neither  liften- 
ing  to  her  voice,  nor  joining  in  her  grand  chorus 
to  creative  goodnefs. 

Now  it  was  eafy  to  forefee,  that  this  defe(51:ion  of 
individuals  from  their  Almighty  Parent,  might  not 
only  fpread  itfelf  into  general  corruption,  but  in- 
volve particular  focieties  in  temporal  mifery.  It 
therefore  became  neceffary  to  inftitute  a  focial  wor- 
fhip, by  which  all  the  members  of  a  community 
might  be  affembled,  in  one  folemn  ad,  to  give 
fomc  public  mark  of  that  homage  of  heart,  which 
was  univerfally  agreed  to  be  due  to  the  fupreme 
head  of  the  focial  fyftem. 

From  this  time,  then,  a  chief  ruler,  to  admini- 
fter  law  and  fuperintend  the  public  weal,  was  not 
a  more  falutary  'nftitution,  than  the  feparate  infti- 
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tutlon  of  an  order  of  men  to  prefide  in  thefe  folemn 
ads  of  devotion,  and  to  form  the  minds  of  the 
people  to  the  knowledge  both  of  Jaw  and  duty. 
For  adion  follows  opinion ;  and,  in  order  to  ad 
right,  we  muft  firft  1,  arn  to  think  right. 

Thus,    the   Priefthood   feems   to  reft   on    the 
fame  foundation  with  Society  itfelf,  and  takes  its 
rife  from  the  neceflity  of  human  affairs,  which  re- 
quires fome  inftitution  for  affifting  the  Bufy,  rouz- 
ing  the  Indolent,  and  informing  All.      Without 
this,  every  other  inftitution  for  the  good  of  man- 
kind would  be  found  imperfedt ;  and  there  never 
was  a  fociety  of  any  kind  that  did  not  find  it  ne- 
cefTary,  under  fome  name  or  another,  to  appoint 
certain  perfons,  whofe  particular  bufinefs  it  might 
be,  to  ftudy  and  explain  what  was  conceived  to  be 
the  great  interefts  of  that  fociety,  efpecially  to  fuch 
of  Its  members  as  had  lefs  opportunity  or  ability 
of  informing  themfelves. 

We  fee,  then,  that  the  office  of  fuch  an  order  of 
men  (call  them  priefts,  or  by  any  other  name)  is 
important  in  its  original,  and  noble  in  its  defien  • 
being  nothing  lefs  than  the  great  defign  of  making 

men  wife  and  happy wife  in  knowitig  and  hap! 

^y  in  doing  what  God  requires  of  them. 

But  what  is  it  that  God  requires  us  to  know  and 
to  do  as  the  means  of  happinefs  ?  Is  it  not  to  know 
and  do  homage  to  him  as  our  fupreme  good,  and 
to  know  and  do  our  duty  in  the  fevcral  relations  he 
hath  appointed  us  to  fuftain  .? 
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Shall  thofe,  then,  who  are  called  to  inftrudl 
mankind  be  told  after  this,  that  things  belonging 
to  civil  happinefs  fall  not  within  their  fphere  ?  Hath 
not  God  himfelf  joined  the  table  of  focial  duties  to 
that  of  Religious  ones  ?  Hath  he  not,  in  his  be- 
nevolent conftitution  of  things,  made  temporal 
wifdom  and  happinefs  introdudory  to  that  which 
is  eternal  ?  And  fhall  we  perverfeiy  put  afunder 
what  God  hath  fo  kindly  joined  ?  Or  is  it  not  evi- 
dently our  duty,  as  Teachers,  to  explain  to  others 
their  great  interefts,  not  only  as  they  are  creatures 
of  God,  but  alfo  as  they  are  members  of  a  particu- 
lar Community  ? 

The  contrary  doflrine  would  foon  pave  the  way 
to  entire  wretchednefs.  For  what  nation  hath  ever 
preferved  a  true  fenfe  of  virtue,  when  the  f^nfe  of 
liberty  was  extind  ?  Or,  in  particular,  could  the 
proteftant  religion  be  maintained,  if  the  fpirit  of 
proteftant  Jiberty  were  fuffered  to  decay?  Are 
they  not  fo  intimately  connefted,  that  to  divide 
them  would  be  to  deftroy  both  ? 

Indeed,  languid  and  remifs  as  many  of  our 
profefllon  are  faid  to  be,  yet  to  them  is  greatly 
owing  what  fenfe  of  virtue  and  liberty  is  ilill  left 
in  this  remote  part  of  the  globe.  Had  not  they, 
or  fome  of  them  at  leaft-,  from  time  to  time,  boldly 
raifed  their  voice,  and  warned  and  exhorted  their 
fellow-citizens,  mixuig  temporal  with  eternal  con- 
cerns, moll  certainly  popiQ-i  error  and  popiHi  ila- 
very  (perhaps  heathen  errur  and  heathen  flavery) 
had  long  ere  now  overwhcimed  us!     Vvlicre,  then, 

would 
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would  have  bc^-n  the  b'cflirgs  [^urdiafed  by  our  re- 
formation and  glorious  revolution  ?  Or,  where 
would  have  been  that  ineftimable  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  which^  as  the  bell  things  may  be  moft  rea- 
dily abulcd, 

"  Now  views  with  fcornful,  yet  with  jealous  eyes, 
•*  Thofe  very  arts  that  caufed  itfclf  to  rife? 

Pope, 
But  further,  in  favour  of  the  point  inqueftion, 
1  might  here  alfo  bring  the  fandion  of  God  himfclf, 
and  plead  the  example  of  our  blefled  Lord  and 
mafter,  that  great  high-prieft  and  bell  preacher  of 
righteoufnefs,  who  had  a  tear — yes,  a  heart- Ihed 
tear—for  the  civil  diftrefs  incumbent  over  the  very 
country  that  crucified  him,  and  would  have  led  its 
inhabitants  to  fliun  their  temporal  as  well  as  their 
eternal  mifery. 

But  this  I  pafs  over,  as  I  know  you  will  have 
to  deal  with  thofe  who  will  be  for  trying  every 
thing  at  the  bar  of  what  they  call  impartial  Reafon. 
1  have,  therefore,  hinted  fuch  reaions  as  I  think 
will  hold  immutably  true,  in  focieties  of  every 
kind,  even  in  the  moft  enlightened,  and  far  more  (o 
in  thofe  that  are  circumftanced  as  we  are  at  prefent. 
We  are  a  people,  thrown  together  from  various 
quarters  of  the  world,  differing  in  all  things- 
language,  manners  and  fentirnent.  We  are  bleft 
with  privileges,  v^/hich  t.  the  Wife  will  prove  a 
Sanauary,  but  to  the  FooliOi  a  rock  of  offence. 
Liberty  never  deigns  to  dwell  but  with  a  prudent, 
a  fenfible  and  manly  people.    Our  general  condudl, 

I  fear, 
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I  fear,  will  fcarce  entitle  us  to  this  charader  in 
its  proper  degree.  We  are  apt  either  to  grovel 
beneath  the  true  fpirit  of  freedom  ;  or,  when 
we  aim  at  fpirir,  to  be  borne,  by  an  unbridled 
fiercenefs,  to  the  other  extreme;  not  keeping 
to  that  rational  medium,  which  is  founded  on  a 
more  enlarged  and  refined  turn  of  fentiment. 
Add  to  all  this,  that  an  enterprifing  enemy  be- 
hind us  is  ready  to  feize  every  advantage  againft 
us.  We  are  continually  advancing  nearer  to  one 
another  in  our  frontier  fettiements,  and  have  here 
no  iurrounding  ocean,  or  impafl^ble  barrier  be- 
tween us. 

Now,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  what  can  ever  unite 
u«  among  ourfelves,  or  keep  us  a  feparate  people 
from  our  crafty  foes,  but  the  confcioufnefs  of 
having  feparate  interefl:s,both  civil  and  religious? 
It  fhould,  therefore,  be  the  conftant  endeavour 
of  the  clergy,  in  all  their  public  addrefles,  to 
infpire  every  bofom  with  a  rational  zeal  for  our 
holy  Protellant  Faith,  and  an  utter  averfion  to 
all  forts  of  flavery,  efpecially  in  the  prefent 
emergency. 

How  farajuft  fenfe  of  our  ineftimable  privi- 
leges, will  contribute  to  exalt  the  genius  of  one 
people  above  another,  is  evident  from  the  con- 
dud  of  our  brave  countrymen,  in  the  colonies 
to  the  northward.  Their  preachers  have  been 
long  accuftomed  to  dwell  much  upon  the  rights 
of  Britons  and  of  Proteftants.  In  confequence 
of  this,  to  their  immortal  honour,  they  are  now 
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aaing,  as  one  man,  like  Britons  and  Proteftants, 
in  defence  of  thofe  rights. 

Among  us,  on  the  contrary,  where  the /<f«;, 
who  ought  to  explain  thofe  noble  fubje6ls,  la- 
bour under  many  difadvantagcs,  which  I  need 
not  mention  to  you,  a  quite  different  *  temper 
and  fpirit  are  to  be  feen.  We  either  think  it 
unlawful  to  ad:  at  all  in  the  afTcrdon  of  thefe 
facred  rights  j  or  if  we  adl,  it  is  only  with  half 
a  heart,  as  if  but  half  informed  with  that  fu- 
blime  fpirit,  which  is  kindled  by  the  love  of 
Truth  and  Freedom,  and  burns  in  the  bofom, 
like  Ibme  pure  etherial  flame,  lighting  the  foul 
to  deeds'of  virtue  and  renown. 

Every  endeavour,  therefore,  to  kindle  up 
this  all-enlivening  flame,  and  exalt  our  country's 
Genius,  is  truly  worthy  a  Preacher's  character, 
notwithfl:anding  ten  thoufand  fuch  frivolous  ca- 
vils as  thofe  above-mentioned  ;  every  one  of 
which  falls  of  courfe,  on  the  removal  of  the  fun- 
damental one.  For,  having  already  (lievvn,  that 
it  becomes  thofe  who  are  placed  as  Watchmen 
on  the  walls  of  our  holy  Zion,  to  "  cry  aloud 
"  and  fpare  not,"  on  the  approach  of  every 
thing  that  can  "  hurt  or  make  us  afraid,"  cither 


*  This  was  the  ftate  of  things  at  t!.e  time  cf  writing  the 
above,  when  Tome  unhappy  difputcs  nnd  prejudices  greatly 
retarderl  the  public  fervice  ot'  the  counny.  But  thefe  hemrr 
at  length  dene  a-.vay,  it  mufl  in  jultxe  be  owned  thit  full 
ccmpenfation  hath,  in  the  ifTue,  been  made  for  this  firll  de- 
lay. 
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in  our  civil  or  religious  capacity  ;  furely  no 
warmth  can  be  unfcafonable  at  a  time  when  all 
that  wc  account  dear  or  facrcd  is  threatened  with 
one  indiftriniinate  ruin. 

Those  who  arc  in  good  earned:,  in  the  great 
work  of  inilruding  others,  will  fuit  themfelves 
to  feafons  and  rccafions ;  and  for  a  Preacher  to 
negleft  the  prefcnt  opportunity  of  making  im- 
preffions  of  holinefs  and  diftufing  a  jufl  fenfe  of 
thofe  excellent  privileges,  which  are  but  too  little 
undcrftood,  though  fully  enjoyed  among  us, 
would  be  the  molt  unpardonable  breach  of  duty. 
It  were,  no  doubt,  finccrely  to  be  wilhed,  that 
the  harlh  voice  of  difcord,  and  the  clangor  of  the 
trumpet,  could  be  for  ever  huflied  in  the  world. 
And  we,  in  particular,  who  preach  the  Kingdom 
of  the  Messiah,  cannot  but  prize  and  even  adore 
Peace,  as  it  is  the  chief  of  bleflings,  and  aufpicious 
to  Religion  and  all  ;he  bed  inrerefts  of  mankind. 
But  the  greattr  thisblelTingis,  the  more  ncceffary 
it  often  becomes  to  aflert  it  againft  thofe  whode- 
Jight  in  violence  and  blood.  There  is  no  unnjixed 
felicity  in  this  imperfcd  ftate.  It  was  only  in 
Eden  and  the  date  of  Innocence,  where  the  rofe 
bloomed  withoi::  its  thorn  ;  and  till  we  are  ad- 
micted  into  a  kingdom  of  ui.iverfal  righteoufnefs, 
we  muft  not  look  for  the  blcffings  of  peace,  en- 
tirely free  from  the  m.ileries  of  war.  While  we 
have  public  fins,  v/e  muft  exped:  public  chaftife- 
mencs. 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  laft  objeaion,  which  I  faid 
might  probably  be  levelled  againft  fuch  fermons 
as  yours,  I  would  obferve,  that  I  think  the  fub- 
jedt  of  Popery  can  never  be  exhaufted,  while  the 
danger  of  it  remains  j  and  tho'  it  may  be  a  fub- 
je«^  well  underftood  by  thofe  who  have  been  long 
blefled  with  faithful  Proteftant  paftors,  yet  this 
cannot  be  the  cafe  with  thofe  who  have  had  fo 
few  advantages  of  this  kind  as  your  infant  con- 
gregations. 

Indeed,  that  you  (hould  be  more  than  ordina- 
rily alarmed  at  this  moft  finguiar  crifis,  is  not  to  be 
wondered,  at.  For,  while  we  fit  as  yet  fafe  in  our 
metropolis,  your  fituation  on  the  frontiers  is  moft 
dreadful;    and  our  laft  accounts  from  you  are 

,  truly  diftrefllng  to  humanity The  army  fent 

to  your  protedtion,  defeated,  retreating  and  leav- 
ing you  defencelefs  behind  them  !  ^Murderers 
fteaiing  thro'  midnight  darknefs,  and  polluting 
the  bed  of  reft  *  wich  favage  death !  Our  poor 
Back-fettlers,  who,  after  much  hardftiip  and  toil, 
had  juft  begun  to  tafte  eafe  and  conifuit,  daily 
forced  from  their  habitations,  leaving  their  un- 
reaped  Harvcfts  to  thi:  fpoiler ;  and— what  is  far 

more  fevere leaving,  fome  a  beloved  wife, 

fome  an  afFedionate  huft>and,  fome  a  tender  pa- 
rent, a  brother  or  a  fon,— leaving  them  bleeding 
beneath  the  unrelenting  hand  of  mercilefs  barba- 
rians ! 


The  inhuman  butcheries  and  outrages  of  the  Ind 
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In  fuch  a  cafe,  (hall  we  be  filent  to  avoid  the 
imputation  of  too  much  warmth  ?     Shall  we  ex- 
pofe  ourfelves  to  worfe  than  perfecution,  for  fear 
of  ftirring  up  a  perfecution  of  others  ?     The  reft 
of  the  foregoing  objeftions  would  only  lead  us 
to  give  up  all  concern  for  the  civil  rights  of  our 
fellow  citizens;  but  this  goes  farther,  and,  under 
an  extraord- nary  (hew  of  benevolence,  would  in- 
duce us  tamely  to  yield  up  our  facred  Truth  and 
religious  rights  alfo,  for  fear  of  being  ^houoht 
rude  and  uncharitable  to  fuch  as  feelc  to  rob  us^of 
them.    Surely  we  may  guard  againft  JIavi/h  and 
erroneous  dodrines,   without  any  breach  of  our 
Chriftian  charity  towards  thofe  who  have  unhap- 
pily embraced  fuch  dodrines.     And  furely  we 
may  ftrive  to  awaken  in  every  proteftanc  bofom 
a  due  fcnfe  of  our  exalted  privileges,  and  a  noble 
refolution  to  defend  them  againft  every  foreign 
invader,   without  kindling  the  flame  of  perlecu- 
tion  againft  any  of    thofe  who  have  peaceably 
fheltered  themfelves  amongft  us,  upon  the  Faith 
of  a  rational  Toleration. 

Most  certainly,  my  Friend,  all  this  may  be 
done;  and  I  think  it  has  been.clearly  (hewn  that 
all  this  ought  to  be  done  by  every  minifter,  and 
more  efpecially  thofe  of  our  national  church, 
u^h  cly.  the  great  bulwark  of  the  proteftant  inte^ 
rdt.  And,  indeed,  we  who  belong  to  that  church, 
-in  want  no  f..hcr  arguments  on  this  head 
^^hcn  we  have  the  example  of  that  great  and  good 

prelate 
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prelate  *  who  now  prefides  over  it.    In  his  civil 
capacity,  I  need  not  mention  the  noble  (land 
which  he  made  in  his  diocefe  of  York,  during  the 
late  rebellion.     It  will  never  be  forgotten    by 
Englishmen.      And,    in   his  epifcopal  capacity, 
when  that  danger  was  over,  if  you  read  his  fer- 
mon  preached  at  Kenfington,  on  the  Faft-day, 
January  7th,  1747,  you  will  there  find  him  as 
ftrenuoufly  engaged  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
public  Virtue  of  his  country,  as  he  had  been  be- 
fore for  the  prefervation  of  its  public  Liberty  ; 
confidering  the  one  as  infeparable  from  the  other, 
and  breathing  forth  that  candid  benevolence  to 
his  fpecies,  together  with  that  tempered  zeal  for 
the  protcftant  religion,  and  the  rights  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  nation,  which  diftinguifh  his  charadler. 

An  d  here  I  cannot  forbear  the  tranfcribing  a 
paragraph  of  a  late  mod  excellent  letter,  which 
1  had  the  honour  to  receive  from  him  by  your 
hands.  It  is  not  foreign  to  the  fubjed  we  are 
now  upon-,  and  I  perfuade  myfelf  that  you  will 
make  the  fame  good  ufe  of  it,  which,  by  the  help 
of  God,  I  fliall  ftrive  to  do. 

'«  You  will,  fays  he,  not  only  maintain,  but 
««  certainly  encreafe  your  credit,  by  promoting 
**  the  intereft  of  your  country  and  the  honour  of 
"  religion  ;  in  which  I  will  venture  to  call  it  the 
*'  golden  rule  of  conduct,  to  keep  ftriftly  to  the 


Archbilhop  Herring. 


(C 


fpirit 


i 


in  finies  of  public  Banker.  17 

"  fpirit  of  Proieftantifm,  ahd  to  preferve  the  dig- 
"  nity  of  our  eftablifhment,  in  the  temper  of 
"  every  reafonable  degree  of  Liberty." 

This  is  a  golden  rule  indeed ;  and  while  we 
frame  our  condnfl  by  it,  we  need  not  be  awed 
by  the  faces  of  men,  but  boldly  proceed  to 
warn  and  exhort  them  in  every  fpecies  of  duty. 
*Tis  true,  we  have  but  few  temporal  advantages, 
in  thefe  parts,  to  fupport  us  in  fuch  a  noble  caufe* 
but  yet  we  are  not  left  deftitute  of  the  n-  ,"'  ani- 
mating motives.  Whilft  others  are  propofing, 
and  juftly  propofing,  to  themfelves  the  palrr  -f 
high  renown,  for  bravely  fubduingand  maintain 
ing  a  rich  and  fpacious  country  for  the  name  of 
Britain  and  Liberty,  we  may  confider  ourfelves 
even  in  a  ftill  higher  light,  as  fubduing  it  to  the 
Name  of  Christ,  and  adding  it  to  his  everlaft- 
ing  kingdom!  Compared  to  this,  the  glory  of 
temporal  conquells  and  foundations  is  but  unfub- 
ftantial  air,  and  (hort-lived  renown  ! 

Hence,  then,  my  Friend,  were  it  my  lot  to  be 
in  your  fituation.  at  this  perilous  feafon,  me- 
thinks  I  fhould  confider  myfelf  as  one  who  had 
advanced  to  the  very  frontiers  of  thofe  places  to 
which  the  gofpel  hath  yet  reached,  and  amon^ 
the  hra  who  had  unfolded  its  everlafting  banne.^ 
in  the  remotcfl  parts  of  the  Wefl:.     Recede  *  I 

^  would 

*  T!>.e  gentleman  to  whom  tills  was  acfdrefleJ,  as  well  as 
fome  Muullers  o^' other  denominations,  did  a  few  months  af- 
ter this  hnd  It  ncccilary  to  apf-ear  at  ihe  head  of  their  peof  le. 

and 
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would  not,  nor  give  back  a  fingle  inch  to  the 
gloomy  reign  of  Heathenifm  and  Error ;  but 
would  drive  to  fubjedl  ftill  more  and  more  to 
the  kingdom  of  God  and  his  Chrift.  To  fee 
the  fire  and  vigour  of  youth  fpent  in  fuch  a  work, 
is  indeed  a  moft  lovely  fpecftacle,  becaufe  they 
are  fpent  in  his  fervice  who  gave  us  both  youth 
and  fire  !  And  if  we  exert  ourfelves  manfully 
in  fuch  a  caufe,  who  knows,  but  at  length, 
through  Almighty  affiftance,  a  flame  may  be 
kindled  which  (hall  not  only  exalt  every  bofom 
among  us  to  an  equality  with  the  foremoft  of 
our  neighbours,  but  Ihall  alfo  burn,  and  catch 
and  fp'read,  like  a  wide  conflagration,  till  it  has 
illuminated  the  remoteft  parts  of  this  immenfc 
continent ! 

I  WOULD  not,  however,  be  underftood  from 
any  thing  here  faid,  to  think  it  expedient  for 
Minifters  of  the  Gofpel  to  interfere  any  farther  in 
civil  concerns  than  is  juft  neceflfary  to  fupport 
that  fpirit  of  Liberty,  with  which  our  holy  Re- 
ligion is  fo  infeparably  connc6led  ;  for  fuch  a 
condudl  might  engage  us  in  broils,  rufHe  our 
tempers,  and  nnfit  us  for  the  more  folemn 
part  of  our  duty.  Nor  do  I  think  we  ought  to 
dwell  any  farther  on  the  errors  of  others,  than 
juft  to  enable  thofe,  with  whom  we  are  connec- 
ted, to  (hun  them  j  left,  inftead  of  the  fpirit  of 

and  were  fignally  inftrumental  in  pi  .^venting  fome  of  the 
Frontier-counties  from  being  totally  abandoned  by  their  in- 
habitantf. 

true 
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true  holinefs,  a  fpirit  of  Vain-glory,  Self-righteouf- 
nefs,  and  Hypocritical-pride,  fhould  be  promoted. 

*Tis  true,  as  hath  been  already  faid,  that  we 
can  never  be  too  much  upon  our  guard  againft: 
the  growth  of  a  corrupt  and  (lavilh  religion 
among  us,  but  we  may  be  in  as  much  danger, 
on  the  other  hand,  from  Infidelity,  a  morofe  and 
cenforious  fpirit,  and  a  negledt  of  the  praftlce 
of  all  Religion.  Hence,  then,  tho'  on  proper 
occafions,  we  are  to  rife  with  a  noble  contention 
of  foul,  againft  Vice  and  Error ;  yet  ftill  our 
favourite  fubjeds  ought  to  be  on  the  brighter 
fide  of  things— -to  recommend  the  love  of  "cod 
and  our  neighbours,  together  with  the  practice 
of  every  focial  and  divine  virrue. 

I  WOULD  juft  obferve  farther,  tho',  in  fuch 
circumftances  as  the  prefent.  Sermons  from  the 
Prefs  may  be  fometimes  both  neceflary  and  fca- 
fonable»  ytt  I  am  tar  from  thinking  that  this 
will  be  our  mod  effedual  method  of  ferving  Re- 
ligion, in  general.  We  (hall  be  vaftly  more  uftful 
in  this  caufe,  by  being  much  among  the  people 
committed  to  our  care,  and  knowing  how  to  ac- 
commodate our  private  as  well  as  public  inftruc- 
tions  to  their  various  difpofitions  and  neceffities. 

That  the  Author  of  every  good  gift  may  en- 
able you  to  be  mor.-  and  more  ufeful  in  this  and 
every  thing  eife  that  can  adorn  the  charader  of 
a  Preacher  of  Righteournels,  is  my  fmcere  wiO,, 
as  I  cannot  think  myfdf  indifferent  to  any  thi- g 
that  affcds  the  credit  of  your  rniniffry.  I  am,£s'r. 

b  2  N  u  xM, 


NUMBER    II. 

An  earneft  Addrefs  to  the  Colonies,  parti- 
cularly thofe  of  the  Southern  DiJiriSi ;  on 
the  opening  of  the  Campaign,  1758  :  Writ- 
ten  and  publijhed  at  the  Dejire  of  Briga^ 
dier -General  Forbes,  when  levying  Forces 
for  the  Expedition  again]!  Fort  Du  Quefne, 
which  was  afterwards  taken  by  him. 


Brethren  and  Countrymen, 

I  AM  now  to  addrefs  you,  in  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  manner,  on  the  prefent  pofture  of  af- 
fairs, and  the  duty  we  owe  to  his  facred  ma- 
jefty,  to  our  holy  religion,  and  to  our  lateft  po- 
fterity,  on  this  important  occafion.  As  I  would 
be  underftood  by  all,  I  fhall  not  afFedt  a  vain  pa- 
rade of  words,  or  pomp  of  ftile.  Brevity  and 
perfpicuity  fhall  be  my  principal  aim. 
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The  almighty  author  of  our  nature  has 
thought  fit  to  create  man  a  needy  and  dependent 
being,  incapable  of  fubfifting  in  a  folitary  ftate 
with  any  degree  of  happinefs.  In  order  to  his 
"Well-being  a  mutual  interchange  of  good  offices 
with  his  fellow- creatures  is  abfolutely  neceflary. 

Hence  the  origin  and  foundation  of  civil  fo- 
cietie's,  which  are  nothing  elfe  but  certain  bodies 
of  men  linked  together  by  common  comp^it  or 
agreenKint,    for  the  better  fecuring  themfelves 
a^ainfl:  Want,  and  defending  themfelves  againft 
Danger.     In  confequence  of  thiscompaifl,  every 
individual  is  under  the  mofl:  fdlemn  obligations 
to  contribute  what  he  can,  for  the  general  wel- 
fare and  prefervation  of  the  community,  whereof 
he  is  a  part ;    and  when  this  is  done  with  zeal, 
fidelity,  and  an  elevated  fenfe  of  duty,  it  is  deno- 
minated public  Virtue  and  Love  of  our  Country  ; 
than  which,  human  nature  boafts  of  no  qualities 
that  are  rnore  amiable  or  more  divine.     Both 
reafon  and  religion  inculcate  this  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms.     A  narrow  felfiih  fpirit  is  odious  to  God 
and  Man ;  and  no  commijnity  ever  fublifted  long 
where  fuch  a  fpirit  difgra<:ed  its  members.     It  is 
fcarce  to   be  conceived  how  great  a  difference 
public  Virtue  makes  in  the  ftate  of  nations.   Ani- 
mated by  it,  the  fmialleft  remain  powerful  and 
fafe;  while,  without  it,  the  mod  populous  are 
the  moil  defpicable  and  weak. 


The 
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The  Jittle  ftate  of  Sparta  was  an  illuftrious 
proof  of  this.  To  acknowlege  no  lord  or  ma- 
fter;  to  live  independent  and  free;  to  be  go- 
verned by  their  own  laws  and  cuftoms  j  to  pre- 
ferve  themfclves  from  corruption,  felfifhnefs  and 
effeminacy;  and  to  be  the  avengers  of juftice 
and  the  fcourges  of  tyranny — were  the  higheft 
bleflings  which  Spartans  knew  -,  and  whenever 
they  were  called  to  exert  themfclves  on  this  fcore, 
they  declined  neither  toils  nor  dangers  nor  fuiTer- 
ings.  The  blaze  of  public  fpiric  then  ihone  il- 
luftrious from  bofom  to  bofom,  till  it  had  effec- 
tually fubdued  and  confumed  the  enemies  of  their 
couniry.  Their  very  women  fhared  the  general 
contagion ;  and  whenever  the  trumpet  founded 
the  alarm  of  war,  one  fitted  out  a  hufband,  and 
another  a  fon  ♦,  charging  them,  by  all  the  ties  of 
love  and  honour  and  duty,  not  to  difgrace  the 
dignity  of  the  Spartan  name,  and  either  to  chaf- 
tize  the  infolence  of  their  enemies,  or  perifh  in 
the  glorious  attempt. 

Seeing  then,  my  countrymen,  fuch  was  the 
virtue  of  a  Spartan,,  and  even  of  a  Spartan  wo- 
man, what  may  not  be  expeded  from  Britons ; 
who,  added  to  all  the  advantages  which  the  for- 
mer enjoyed,  have  that  of  the  chriftian  religion 
and  its  everlafting  profpedls  to  animate  and  in- 
flame their  conduct  ?  We  are,  or  might  be,  the 
happieft  and  moft  enlightened  people  in  the 
world  ;  and,  by  confequence,  we  ought  to  be 
the  braveft. 
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W^RE  we  to  call  our  eyes  over  this  globe, 
and  to  take  a  view  of  the  condition  of  our  fel- 
low creatures  in  other  countries ;  how  flioulU  we 
blefs  our  lot,  and  how  dear  would  the  name  of 
Britons  become  to  us  I 

Not  to  mention  many  parts,  even  of  Europe 
itfelf,  where  the  common  people  are  in  a  manner 
the  property  of  thtir  lords,  and  on  a  little  better 
footing  than  their  cattle  themfelves  j  I  might 
carry  you  through  /^fia  and  Africa,  to  (hew  ^ou 
the  deplorable  ftate  of  human  nature  in  thofe 
countries,  groaning  under  a  race  of  monfters 
that  difgrace  their  very  fhape,  and  in  a  condi- 
tion  fo  compleatly  miferable,  that  you  have 
neither  feen  nor  can  imagine  any  thing  of  the 
kind.  The  wild  favage,  that  roams  the  wilder- 
nefs,  is  infinitely  happier  than  they. 

But  I  fhall  not  take  up  your  time  with  thefe 
eaftern  fcenes  of  fervitude  and  woe.  Thanks 
■  be  to  God  !  we  are  as  far  removed  from  the  dan- 
ger of  them,  as  we  are  from  the  place  of  their 
cxiftence.  Our  apprehenfions  are  from  another 
quarter.  Our  ambitious  French  neighbours  are 
the  only  people  on  earth,  from  whom  we  have 
any  thing  to  fear.  It  may,  therefore,  be  proper 
to  give  you  a  fketch  of  the  fituacion  we  Ihould 
be  in,  under  their  government  and  power. 

And,  on  this  head,  I  would  obfervefirfl:  that 
among  them,  you  would  in  vain  look  for  that 
happy  equality  and  fecurity    >vhich  you  enjoy 

.   here. 
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here.  All  the  property  of  the  fubjcft  lies  there 
at  the  abfolute  difpofai  of  th'^  fovercign  ;  and  the 
poor  labourer  has  no  encouragement  to  be  induf- 
trious  or  get  before  hand  in  the  world,  fince  he 
can  neither  be  certain  to  comfort  himfelf  there- 
by, nor  thofe  with  whom  he  is  moft  nearly  con- 
nedled. 

You  have  frequent  opportunities  of  being  in- 
formed of  the  manner  in  which  the  French  arc 
forced  to  live  near  ourfelves  in  Canada.  You 
know  on  what  poor  fare  all,  who  can  bear  arms 
among  them,  are  obliged  to  follow  their  arbi- 
trary leaders  through  thefe  inhofpitable  Ame- 
rican woods  ;  feldom  enjoying  a  comfortable 
meal,  unlefs  by  chance  they  can  feize  it  from 
us,  which  makes  them  the  more  eager  to  dif- 
poflefs  us  of  thefe  happy  fettlements,  and  to 
reap  the  fruit  of  our  labours. 

But,  added  to  all  their  other  miferies,  the 
greateft  is,  that  they  are  not  only  deprived  of 
freedom  of  Body,  but  even  of  Mind.  Inftead 
of  being  permitted  to  pour  forth  the  genuine 
Worfliip  of  the  Heart,  before  the  great  Creator 
of  Heaven  and  Earth,  they  are  obliged  to  pay  a 
mock  adoration  to  thofe  "  who  are  no  Gods  1" 
Jnftead  of  putting  their  truft  in  his  mercies,  thro* 
the  only  Mediator  Jefub  Chriflr,  they  are  taught 
to  put  a  vain  confidence  in  relicks,  and  departed 
fpirits,  and  thofe  who  can  afford  no  help.  In- 
ftead 
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ftead  of  following  the  plain  cli(ftates  of  common 
fenfc  and  the  light  of  their  own  underftandings, 
they  muft  fubmit  to  be  hoodwinked,  and  to  have 
their  confcie nces  ridden,  by  a  fet  of  priefts  and 
jefuits  and  monks  and  inquifuors,  fwarming  in 
every  corner  ! 

But  how  different  is  the  cafe  among  us !  we 
enjoy  an  unprecarious  Property  j  and  every  man 
inay  freely  tafte  the  fruits  of  his  own  labours, 
"  under  his  Vine  and  under  his  Fig-trce,  none 
making  him  afraid."  If  God  has  bleffcd  us  with  * 
the  good  things  of  this  life,  we  need  not  fear  to 
make  an  appearance  anfwerable  to  our  condition  j 
and  what  we  do  not  fpend  ourfelvcs,  the  laws 
will  fccure  to  our  children  after  us.  The  king, 
upon  his  throne,  cannot  exact  a  fingle  Farthing 
of  our  eftates.  but  what  we  have  firft  freely  con- 
fented  to  pay  by  laws  of  our  own  making.  We 
cannot  be  dragged  oat,  in  violation  of  Juftice 
and  Right,  to  wade  in  feas  of  blood,  for  fatiat- 
ing  the  avarice  or  ambition  of  a  haughty  mo- 
narch. We  need  not  fear  Racks,  nor  Stripes, 
nor  Bonds,  nor  Arbitrary  Imprisonments, 
from  any  authority  whatfoever  \  or  could  fuch 
prevail  for  a  time  ahove  Law,  yet:,  while  the 
conilitution  remains  found,  we  may  be  fure  the 
very  aft  would  foon  deftroy  itfelf,  and  terminate 
at  length  in  the  utter  ruin  of  the  projectors. 

'Tis  our  happinefs  too  that  our  Minds  are  as 
Free  as  our  Bodies.     No  man  can  impole  his 

own 
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©Wn  Dogmas  or  notions  upon  our  Confcienccs. 
We  may  worfhip  the  God  of  our  Fathers,  the 
only  living  and  true  God,  in  that  m  inner  whicK 
appears  moft  agreeable  to  our  own  underlland- 
ings,  and  his  revealed  Will.  The  Bible  is  in 
our  hands  -,  we  are  affifteJ  by  an  orthodox  go- 
fpel-miniftry  ;  we  may  fcarch  and  know  the 
Words  of  eternal  Life ;  and,  what  is  equally 
Valuable,  Wc  may  convey  what  we  know  to 
our  children  after  us,  no  man  having  it  in  his 
power  to  wreft  their  Education  from  us. 

This,  my  dear  countrymen,  is  happinefs  in- 
deed !  and  what  ftill  enhances  it,  is  the  confide- 
ration  that  we  are  not  only  called  to  enjoy  it 
ourfelvcs,  but  perhaps  to  be  the  inftruments  of 
diffufing  it  over  this  vaft  continent,  to  the  na- 
tions that  fit  *'  in  darknefs  and  the  fhadow  of 
"  Death.'» 

Surely  the  thought  of  this  ought  to  roufe 
every  fpark  of  virtue  in  our  bofoms.  Could  an 
antient  Spartan  ru(h  into  the  field  of  death,  upon 
the  motives  mentioned  above  j  and  is  there  anv 
danger  which  a  Briton  ought  to  decline  for  the  fake 
of  thefe  ineftimab'e  privileges?  Or  (hall  a  French 
flave  and  popifh  bigot,  at  this  day,  do  more  for 
the  glory  of  his  tyrannical  Lord,  than  a  Free- 
man and  Proteftant  for  the  beft  of  Kings,  and 
the  Father  of  his  people  ? 

This  land  was  given  to  us  for  propagating 
Freedom,  eftablifhing  ufeful  Arts,  and  extend- 
ing 
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ing  the  kingdom  of  Jcfus.  Shall  we,  then,  be 
falfe  to  fuch  a  truft,  or  pufillanimous  in  fuch  a 
divine  caufe?  We  have  hewn  out  habitations 
for  ourfeives  in  an  uncultivated  wildernefs ;  and 
Ihall  we  fuffer  them  to  fall  a  prey  to  the  moft 
faithlefs  of  enemies  ?  We  have  unfurled  the 
Mefliah's  banner  in  the  remoteft  parts  of  the 
earth  \  and  fhall  we  fuffer  the  bloody  flag  of  Per- 
fecution  to  ufurp  its  place  ?  We  have  planted 
the  blcfled  Gofpel  here;  and  fhall  we  fuffer 
Heathen  error  tc  return  where  the  glad  Tidings 
of  Salvation  have  once  been  preached  ? 

No,  countrymen  !  I  know  y.  ••  fouls  difdain 
the  very  thought  of  fuch  a  condud;  and  you 
would  rather  fuffer  ten  thoufand  deaths  (were  fo 
many  poffible)  than  be  guilty  of  that  which 
would  entail  infamy  on  yourfelves,  and  ruin  on 
your  lateft  poflerity. 

Your  readinefs  to  join  in  the  meafurcs  con- 
certed for  your  fafety,  and  to  ftrike  a  decifive 
blow  againft  the  enemy,  may  much  determine 
your  future  happinefs  and  fafety  as  a  people-, 
and  I  may  well  truft,  when  fo  much  is  at  ftake' 
you  will  not  be  backward  in  offering  your  fer- 
vice  for  a  few  months,  under  a  General  of  hu- 
manity, experience,  and  every  amiable  accom- 
pliHiment.  1  hope  even  to  hear  that  our  Wo- 
men will  become  advocates  in  fuch  a  caufe,  and 
entiiie  themfelves  to  all  the  applaufes  fo  long 
ago  paid  to  their  Spartan  predeceffors  J 
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I  WOULD  not  now  wound  you,  with  a  difa- 
greeable  recapitulation  of  our  paft  mifcondua: 
,and  fatal  indolence,  efpecially  in  thefe  Southern 
colonies.  Many  a  time  has  it  been  in  our  power 
to  crufh  out  this  dangerous  war  with  a  fincrle 
tread  of  our  foot,  before  it  blazed  up  to  Its 

prefent  height But  this  we  fadiy  negjeded  ; 

and,  perhaps,  the  all- wife  difpofer  of  events 
meant  to  fhew  us  that,  when  our  affairs  were  at 
,  the  worft,  he  was  Mighty  to  fave. 

Neve  r  was  the  Proteftant  Cau  fe  in  a  more  M-^ 
:  perate  fituation,  than  towards  the  clofe  of  laft: 
campaign.  The  great  and  heroic  King  of  Pruf- 
fia  ftood  ready  to  be  fwallowed  up  of  the  multi^ 
tude  of  his  enemies.  The  Britilh  Nation  was 
torn  to  pieces  by  inteftine  divifions ;  its  helm 
continually  fhifdng  hands  j  too  many  bent  on 
fordid  views  of  felf-intereft  ;  too  few  regard- 
.  ing  the  public  good  i  Minorca  loft ;  Hanover 
over-run  ;  our  fecret  expeditions  ending  in  dif- 
grace  j  our  forts  in  America  deftroyed  •  our 
people  captivated  or  inhumanly  murdered',  and 
our  fleets  difperfed  and  fhattered  before  the 
winds- 

Yet,  even  then,  when  no  human  eye  could 
look  for  fafetv,  the  Lord  interpofed  for  th-^  Pro- 
teftant  Religion.  In  the  ihorr  fpace  of  two 
,  months,  the  king  of  Pruffia  extricated  himfelf 
out  of  his  difficulties,  in  a  manner  that  aftoni/hed 
all  Europe,  and  will  continue  to  be  the  admiration 
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of  ages  to  come!  And  had  we  ody  docjc  our 
parts  in  America  at  that  lime,  the  pride  of 
France  would  have  been  effeftuaiiy  humbled, 
and  we  fiiould  probably  now  have  been  rejoicing 
in  an  honorable  peace.  i 

But  as  that  was  not  the  cafe,  the  nation,  in 
concert  with  the  king  of  Pruffia  and  other  Prp- 
teftant  powers,  has  been  obliged  to  make  one 
grand  pulh  more  for  the  general  caufe  in  the 
prefenc  campaign  ;  and  if  that  is  uefuccefsful, 
God  knows  what  will  become  of  otur  liberties 
and  properties.  This  we  may  lay  down  as  a 
certain  truth,  that  the  expence  of  theprefent  war 
is  far  too  great  to  be  born  long  by  the  powers 
concerned  in  it.  The  British  nation  is  labouring 
under  a  heavy  load  of  taxes.  Thefe  cok)nies  are 
likewife  drained  to  the  utmoft,  and  finking  un- 
der the  burthen,  as  we  all  feel.  Peaces  then,  of 
fome  kind  or  other,  muft  be  a  defirable  event ; 
and  upon  our  fuccefs  this  campaign  it  may  de- 
pend, whether  we  fhall  ^lic^ate  a  :peace  to  the 
French,  or  they  to  us.  Should  the  latter  be  tjie 
cafe,  (which  God  foijbid!)  it  would,  be  a  f*tal 
peace  to  us. 

Rise  then,  my  countrymen  !  as  you  value  the 
bleffings  y^u  enjoy,  and  dread  the  evils  that  hang 
over  you,  rife  and  fhew  yourfelves  worthy  of  the 
name  of  Britons !  rife  to  lecure  to  your  pcftcrity, 
peace,  freedom,  and  a  pure  religion !  rife  m  :h,a- 
ftize  a  perfidious  nation  for  their  breach  oi  trea- 
ties. 
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ties,  their  deteftable  cruelties,  and  their  horrid 
murders !  remember  the  cries  of  your  captivated 
brethren,  your  orphan  children,  your  hclplefs 
widows,  and  thoufands  of  beggar'd  families » 
think  of  Monongahela,  Fort-William  Henry, 
and  thofe  fcenes  of  favage  death,  where  the  mang- 
led limbs  of  your  fellow  citizens  lie  ftrewed  upon 
the  plain  ;  calling  upon  you  to  retrieve  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Britifli  name ! 

Thus  animated  and  roufed,  and  thus  putting 
your  conHdence,  where  alone  it  can  be  put,  let 
us  go  forth  in  humble  boldnefs ;  and  tXv.  Lord 
do  what  feemeth  him  good  ! 
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^J^HE  following  Idea  of  a  Seminary  of 
hearningy  adapted  to  the  circum/iances 
of  a  young  colony  ^  was  drawn  up  and  pub- 
lijhed,  near  ten  years  ago^  at  the  defire  offome 
gentlemen  of  New  Torkj  who  were  appointed 
to  recci'^ce  propofals  relative  to  the  efiMfhtnent 
of  a  College  in  that  province  j  and  as  it 
contains  a  pretty  exaB  reprefentation  of  what 
the  author  is  now  endeavouring  to  realize  in 
the  fminary  over  which  he  has  the  honor  i& 
prejide  in  another  colony y  he  thought  that  it 
might  be  no  improper  introduSlion  to  the  jub- 
fequent  account  ofthatjeminary. 

IN  a  performance  written  info  early  a  pe- 
riod of  life,  and  defignedly  offered  as  a  plan  for 
i?nprcvcme?ity  the  reader  wid  not  look  for  per- 
fcSiion.  In  this  edit  ion  y  however  y  feme  redun- 
dancies are  retrenched^and feme  faults  correBed^ 
into  which  want  of  experience y  hafly  publica- 
tion ^  and  too  eafy  cfjenty  had  drawn  the  author 
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A  General  Idea  of  the 
College  i^i MIRANIA, 

To  the  Truftees  by  Law  appointed,  for  re- 
ceiving Propofals,  relating  to  the  Efta- 
blifhment  of  a  College  in  New  York. 

Gentlemen, 
|'«»^^'*.|  O  every  one  that  has  the  intereft  and 
*§f  T  4|»  reputation  of  this  province  at  heart, 
f  .$.^.^1*  particularly  to  you,  it  muft  give  a 
very  fenfible  fatisfadlion  to  find,  at 
length,  the  general  attention  drawn  towards  the 
eftablifhing  a  public  feminary  in  it,  under  the 
patronage  of  the  government,  for  the  infticution 
of  youth  in  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences. 

The  day  appointed  for  the  meeting  of  the 
general  alTembly  now  draws  near;  when,  in 
conlequence  of  a  vote  of  laft  feffions,  this  im- 
portant affair  will  be  the  fubjea:  of  their  delibe- 
rations. And,  as  the  plan  or  idea  of  the  whole 
inftitution  ought,  nrft  of  all,  to  be  fixed,  that 
every  ftep  they  take  may  uniformly  tend  to  the 
execution  of  the  fame,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
contribute  my  bell  endeavours  to  this  end,  as 
well  on  account  of  what  1  owe  to  the  public,  as 
to  fatisfy  the  expectations  of  fome  gentlemen 
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who  have,  at  all  times,  a  right  to  command 

me. 

While  I  was  ruminating  on  the  conftitu- 
tions  of  the  feveral  colleges,  which  I  had  either 
perfonally  vifited,  or  read  of,  without  being 
able  to  fix  on  any,  which  I  could  wholly  recom- 
mend as  a  model  for  us  at  prefent,  I  chanced 
to  fall  into  the  company  of  a  valuable  young 
gentleman,  named  Evander,  who  is  a  perfon 
ot  lome  diilindion  of  the  province  of  Mirania. 
After  fohiC  converfation  on  learned  topics,  he 
was  led  to  g.ve  me  an  account  of  a  feminary 
eftablilTied  about  twelve  years  ago  in  that  pro- 
vince, which  I  thought  admirably  well  fuited  to 
bur  cirtumitances,  and  therefore  1  have  offered 
it  to  your  Cv  r  fideration  and  improvement. 

Mrania^  Gentlemen,  is  one  of  the  provinces 
bf  the  New  World,  firft  fettled  by  our  country- 
ttien,  the  Englijfh,  about  a  century  ago.  In 
•what  degree  of  latitude  it  lies  is  of  no  import- 
ance. I  am  not  to  write  its  hiftory,  but  only 
to  give  a  general  account  of  its  college,  and  the 
method  of  education  pradlifcd  in  it ;  which,  as 
nearly  as  I  can  remember,  I  Ihall  do  in  Evan- 
der*%  own  words,  being  fenfible  that  every  de- 
viation from  them  would  be  a  defedt.  After  a 
modeft  apology,  with  which  I  fhall  not  trouble 
you,  he  began  as  follows. 
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T  had  been  the  peculiar  happinefs  of  my 
countrymen,  ever  fince  their  firft  lettle- 
ment,  to  enjoy  an  uninterrupted  tranquillity ; 
at  peace  with  their  neighbours,  unrival'd  in  their 
trade,  and  bleft  in  the  adiriiniftration  of  a  fuc- 
cefTjon  of  mild  and  juft  governors,  who  had  the 
real  interefl  of  the  province  at  h.eart.  Thefe  fa  - 
vorable  circumftances  had,  from  time  to  time, 
befides  ccnftant  fupplies  from  the  mother- 
country,  invited  over  vaft  numbers  of  foreign- 
ers, who,  quitting  their  native  land,  f>ught  a 
calm  retreat  in  Mirania  j  where,  under  the  pro- 
te<rtion  of  wife  and  equal  laws,  they  might 
enjoy  the  rights  of  confcience,  and  the  fruits 
of  their  own  labor. 

Thus,  about  twelve  years  ago,  the  Mira- 
nians  faw  themfelves  a  mighty  and  florifhang 
people,  in  pofTeflion  of  an  extenfive  country, 
capable  of  producing  all  the  necefTai!?'!  and 
many  of  the  fuperfluities  of  life.  They  re- 
flefted  that  the  only  method  of  making  thefe 
natural  advantages  of  lading  ufe  to  themfe;ves 
and  pofterity,  the  only  infallible  loi...  .  of 
tranquillity,  happinel's  and  glory,  vas  fo  con- 
trive and  execute  a  proper  fcJieme  for  forming 
a   fuccefiion   of  fober,    virtuous,    incuiilrious 
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citizens,  and  checking  the  courfe  of  growing 
luxury.  They  were  convinced  that,  without 
a  previous  gootl  education,  the  beft  laws  are 
littk  belter  than  verba  minantia^  and  would 
often  be  iniringed  by  powerkil  villainy  j  that 
the  magiitrate  can  at  bell  but  frigliten  vice  in- 
to a  corner,  and  that  'tis  education  alone  which 
can  mend  and  rectify  the  heart. 

They  faw  alil',that,  among  the  foreigners,who 
were  as  numerous  as  the  Englilhthemlelves,ma- 
ny  diftincfdons  were  forming  u{ion  their  different 
cuftom'5,  languages  and  cxr/adions,  which,  by 
creating  feparate  Interefts,  might,  in  the  ifTue, 
prove  fatal  to  the  government.  They  wifely 
judged,  therefoi;^,  that  nothing  could  fo  much 
contribute  to  make  fuch  a  mixture  of  people 
coalefce  and  unite  in  one  common  intereft,  as 
the  corn  IT  on  education  of  all  the  youth  at  the 
fame  public  fchools  under  the  eye  of  the  civil 
authority.  By  thefe  means,  faid  they,  indif- 
folubie  connexions  and  triendlhips  will  be 
formed,  prejudices  worn  off,  and  the  youth 
will,  in  time,  either  forget  their  extradion, 
or,  from  a  more  liberal  education,  and  manly 
turn  of  thought,  learn  to  contemn  thole  idle 
diftin6lions  that  arife  among  the  vulgar,  be- 
caufe  their  fathers  firft  fpoke  a  different  lan- 
guage,  or  drew   air  in  a  different  clime. 

With  thefe  views  i\itMiramans  applied  them- 
felves  to  projedt  a  plan  of    education  ;   every 
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perfon  of  genius,  learning  and  experience  of- 
tcring  his  impartial  thoughts  on  this  fubjedl, 
whether  in  a  private  or  public  capacity ;  as  being 
fenfible  that  an  undertaking  of  fuch  lafting 
confequence  demanded  the  united  councils,  the 
heads  and  hearts,  of  a  whole  country. 

The  objed  the-  kept  always  in  fight,  was 
the  eaficfl-,  fimpltir,  and  moft  natural  method 
of  forming  youth  to  the  knowlege  and  cxer- 
cife  of  private  and  public  virtue  •,  and  there- 
fore they  did  not  fcruple  to  rejed  fome  things 
commonly  taught  at  colleges,  to  add  others, 
and  fhortcn  or  invert  the  order  of  others,  as 
beft  fuited  their  circumftances  They  often 
had  this  feriance  in  their  mouth,  which  I 
think,  in  other  Words,  I -have  read  in  Tillot- 
soN,  That  the  knowlege  of  what  tends  neither 
diredtly  nor  indiir^^lly  to  make  betti/  men 
and  better  citzeiis,  is  but  a  knowJe  e  of 
trifles.  It  is  not  learning,  but  a  fpecious  and 
ingenious  fort  of  idlenels. 

We  mult  not  then,  laid  thcv,  bewilder  our- 
felves  in  the  fearch  of  truth,  in  the  vail 
tomes  of  ancient  fchoolmen  •,  nor  in  the  more 
refined  fpeculations  of  modern  metaphyficians, 
nor  yet  in  the  polemic  wr' ings  of  fi  bdc 
caluifts.  Life  would  be  far  too  lliort  to  at- 
tain any  proficiency  in  all  the  difputes  and 
refearches  of  this  kind,  which  have  fo  lono- 
puzzled  the  learned  world,  and   are  ftill   as 
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much  undecided  as  at  firft.  Almighty  God 
feems  to  have  fct  the  knowlege  of  many 
things  beyond  our  prefent  reach,  on  purpofe 
to  confound  our  pride,  and  whifper  to  us  con- 
tinually the  degeneracy  and  imperfeflion  of 
our  nati^re ;  and  when  we  confider  fuch  things 
in  this  light,  we  nr.ake  the  only  wife  ufe  of 
them.  For,  fuppofe  we  could  live  long  enough 
to  obtain  the  exadeft  proficiency  in  all  thcfe 
points,  what  would  it  contribute  to  the  main 
defign  of  making  better  men  and  better  citizens  ? 
Why,  juft  nothing  at  all !  We  ought  then, 
continue  they,  rejefling  things  fuperfluous 
and  hypothetical,  to  mount  direftly  up  to  fun- 
damental principles,  and  endeavour  to  afcertain 
the  relations  in  whicJa  we  ftand,  that  we  may 
fuftain,  with  dignity,  the  rank  affigned  us 
among  intelle£tual  natures,  and  moVe  in  x:on- 
cert,  with  the  reft  of  creation,  in  iccomplilh- 
ing  the  great  end  of  all  things. 

To  fatisfy  ourfelves  of  this,  ^id  fumus,  £s? 
auidnam  viSiuri  gignimur,  requires  no  fuch  depth 
of  underftanding,  no  fuch  fubtle  reafonings 
and  tedious  refearches,  as  fome  would  perfuade 
us.  For,  befides  his  revealed  will,  God  has 
given  intimations  of  his  will  to  us,  by  appeal- 
in»  to  our  fenfes  in  the  conftitution  of  our  na- 
ture, and  the  conftitution  and  harmony  of  the 
material  univerfe.  We  have  only  to  reafon 
by  analogy,    and   correct  our  reafonings  by 
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thefe  holy  oracles.     Then  the  leaft  attention 
will  convince  us,  that  what  God  chiefly  expedts 
of  us  here,  is  to  love  him,  and  all   his  crea- 
tures for  his  fake ;  to  view,  through  the  me- 
dium oi  benevolence  and  charity,  thofe  incon- 
fiderable  differences,  which,    in  a  flate  of  im. 
pzrfedion,  muft  fubfift  among  free  Agents, 
and  which  God  himfelf,  perhaps,  views  with 
pleafure ;  to  do  always   the  greatefc  good  in 
our  power,    whether   to  ourfeives  or  fellow- 
creatures,  of  whatev^er  country,  fcfl,  or  deno- 
mination, they  may  be  ;  to  a6l  a' juft  and  ho- 
nefl:  part  in    our  fecial  capacity ;  and,   laftly, 
as  much  as  poflible,  to  repair  the  ruins  of  our 
nature,   by  improving  and   enlarging  our  fa- 
culties,  and  confirming  ourfeives  in  habits  of 
virtue,  that  thus  we  may,    in  fome   fort,  be 
qualified  to  be  replaced  in  our  original  hio-h 
rank,  to  wl  'ch,  through  the  Redeemer's  me- 
rit, we  may  yet  afpire  to  rife,    and    be   ad- 
vanced from  ftage  to  ftage  of  perfection  and 
blils,  through  all  the  endlefs  periods  of  our 
Being. 

To  fay,  or  even  think,  our  prefent  fpan  is 
too  Ihort  for  thele  -urpofes,  is  to  charge  the 
moll  High  v^ith  injuftice  in  the  conftitution  of 
things.  We  have,  in  reality,  not  only  time 
enough  to  obey  the  dilates  of  reafon  and  reli- 
gion, by  learning  and  difcharging  the  duties 
wc  owe  to  God  and  m^n,  but  fufficicnt  Jelt  for 

recrea- 
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recreation,  and  innocent  amufcmentj  unlefs 
we  will  make  life  too  Ihort  by  creating  bufinefs 
for  ourfelves,  which  no  way  concerns  us,  and 
turning  our  attention  to  fubjedls  which,  after 
all  our  fearches  and  refearches,  will  make  us 
iieither  wifer  nor  better  than  when  we  firft  fet 
out. 

Hence  it  appears,  continued  they,  of' what 
lafling  importance  it  is,  to  accuftom  youth 
early  to  diftinguirti  the  true  from  the  f ',lfe,  by 
direding  their  ftudies  to  fuch  ihings  as  come 
more  immediately  home  to  their  bufinefs  and 
bofoms.  Were  men  as  generally  agreed  what 
thefe  things  are,  as  they  foon  would  be,  if 
palTion  and  prejudice  were  laid  afi-^e,  then  in- 
deed the  bufinels  of  education  would  be  fhort, 
eafy  and  pleafant  •,  and  the  Miranians  would 
have  found  no  difficulty  in  fixing  on  a  proper 
and  unexceptionable  plan  for  this  purpofe.  But 
they  faw,  with  concern,  that  while  there  were 
human  infirmities,  and  different  opinions  to 
itruggle  with,  the  beft  fcheme  they  could  con- 
cert, would  not  be  alike  acceptable  to  all,  and 
\70uld  be  liable  to  many  exceptions  and  mif- 
conflrudions.  No  matter  :  that  did  not  deter 
them  from  their  duty.  They  had  the  noble 
refolution  to  follow  the  unbiafied  dictates  of 
their  own  good  fenfe,  confcious  that,  though 
they  could  not  projed  an  unexceptionable,  far 
lefs  a  perfed,  plan,  they  fhould  acquit  them  - 
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fclves  to  God,  and  the  imcorrupted  judgment 
of  poftcrity,  by  rendering  it  as  \  :rfe(Sb  as  they 
could,  and  delivering  it  down  in  a  condition 
of  being  improved  as  often  as  circumftances 
might  alter,  and  experience  difcover  defers 
in  it. 

But  it  would  be  needlefs  to  trouble  you  with 
all  the  difficulties  and  toils  they  encountered, 
before  they  brought  the  fcheme  to  the  point 
of  perfeftion  aimed  at.  I  Ihall  therefore  give 
you  an  account  of  the  whole,  as  it  now  ftands  ; 
in  which  you  will  not  expeft  that  I  Ihould  be 
very  particular,  as  a  full  detail  of  every  thing 
worth  notice  in  fuch  an  inftitution,  would  fiir- 
nifh  matter  for  a  volume. 

With  regard  to  learning,  the  Miranians  di- 
vide the  whole  body  of  people  into  two  grand 
clafles.  The  firft  confifts  of  thofe  defigned  for 
the  learned  profeffions  -,  by  which  they  under- 
ftand  divinity^  law,  phyftCy  and  the  chief  offices 
of  the  ftate.  The  fecond  clafs  confifts  of  thofe 
defigned  for  the  mechanic  profeffions,  and  all 
the  remaining  people  of  the  country. 

Such  a  divifion  is  abfolutely  neceflary ;  for, 
if  the  ftiorteft  way  of  forming  youth  to  aft  in 
their  proper  fpheres,  as  good  men  and  good 
citizens,  ought  always  to  be  the  objeft  of  edu- 
cation, thefetwo  clafles  fliould  be  educated  on 
a  very  different  plan.  The  knowlege  of  the 
learned  languages,  as  the  means  of  acquiring 

other 
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other  ufeful  knowledge,  is  indifpenfibly  neeef- 
fary  to  the  firft  clafs.  To  the  fecond,  the 
time  thus  fpent  might  be  otherwife  employed^ 
as  they  never  have  occafion  to  make  ufe  of 
thofe  languages.  A  left  extenfive  acquaintance 
with  the  fciences,  except  arithmetic  and  mathe- 
matics, will  alfo  ferve  their  purpofe. 

Any  fcheme,   then,  that  either  propcfes  to 
teach  both  theft  grand  clafles  after  the  fame 
manner,    or  is  wholly  calculated   for  one  of 
them,  without  regarding  the  other,  muft  be 
very  defedtive.     And  yet  fo  it  is,  that  public 
feminaries  are  almoft  univerfally  calculated  for 
the  firft  clafs ;  while  a  collegiate  fchool  for  the 
ioftriidiion  of  the  latter,  is  rarely  to  be  met  with. 
This  clafs  of  people,  by  far  the  moft  nume* 
rous,  and  alfo  the  hands  and  ftrength  of  every 
government,    are  overlooked,    and  have  no- 
thing but  this  alternative  left  them,  either  to 
be  fatisfied  with  what  fmall  portion  of  the  arts 
and  fciences  they  can  glean  at  private  fchools, 
or  to  go  through  a  courfe  of  learning  at  col- 
leges, for  which  they  have  neither  time  nor 
ufe, 

Thefe  confiderations  gave  rife  to  what  |s 
called  the  Mechanic's  School,  or  Academy,  in  this 
feminary,  which  is  no  other  way  conneded 
with  what  is  called  the  College,  (by  way  of 
diftindlion)  than  by  being  under  the  infpeftion 
of  the  fame  Truftees,  and  ths  government  of 

the 
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the  fame  Body  of  Mafters.  Moll  of  the  bran- 
ches of  fcieme^  taught  in  the  college,  are 
taught  in  this  fchool  i  but  then  they  are  taught 
without  languages,  and  in  a  more  compen- 
dious manner,  as  the  circumftances  and  bufi- 
nefs  of  the  common  clafs  of  people  require. 
This  fchool  is  fo  much  like  the  Englifh  fchool 
and  academy  in  ♦  Philadelphia^  that  a  particu- 
lar account  of  it  here  is  needlefs. 

Nine  years  are  fufficient  to  compleat  the 
mechanic's  education  in  this  fchool ;  proportion- 
able to  which  are  nine  forms  or  clafles.  In  the 
three  lowti^, Engli/h  is  taught  grammatically,and 
as  a  language,  with  writing.  In  the  Cix  higher 
clafles,  Engli/b  and  writing  are  continued,  at 
the  fame  time  that  accompts,  mathematics, 
oratory,  chronology,  hiftory,  the  mofl  plain 
and  ufeful  parts  of  natural  and  mechanic 
philofophy,  are  taught  i  to  which  is  ^dded, 
Something  of  hufbandry  and  chymiftry,  which, 
as  improved  of  late,  they  efteem  a  very  ufeful 
branch  of  inftruftion. 

Thus,  at  about  fifteen  years  of  age,  the  me- 
chanic's education  is  finifhed ;  and  he  comes 
out  well  qualified  to  majce  a  good  figure  in 
every  profefllon,  wherein  languages  are  not  re. 
quired.  The  Miranians  value  themfelves  high- 
ly on  the  inftitution  of  this  fchool  5  and  often 
tell  ftrangers,  that,  as  a  trading  people,  it  is 

of 
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of  as  great  importance  to  them,  as  the  college 
for  breeding  men  for  the  learned  profeCions  •, 
of  which  I  proceed  now  to  fpeak.  But,  pre- 
paratory thereto,  I  muft  give  fome  account 
of 

ne  LATIN    SCHOOL. 

This  ichool  is  divided  into  five  great  forms, 
or  clafles,  correfponding  to  the  five  years 
the  youth  continue  in  it  j  which,  in  a  general 
way,  is  found  to  be  long  enough.  Such  of  the 
youth  as  are  intended  for  the  learned  profef- 
fions,  are  moved  into  this  fchool  from  the  third 
form  of  the  academy,  or  Englijh  fchool  men- 
tioned above,  provided  they  be  nine  years  of 
age,  can  write  tolerably,  and  gan  read  and  ar- 
ticulate the  En^IiJb  Tongue.  The  firft  four< 
years  are  wholly  given  to  the  Latin  tongue,, 
and  in.proving  the  youth  in  Engiijb  and  wri- 
ting at  leifure  hours.  The  fifth  year,  the 
higheft  clafs  divides  the  day  between  Latin  and^ 
Greek  i  proceei.,ig  thro' the  Gri?^/^  De  lenfions 
and  Conjugations,  St.  Lw^^'s  Gofpel,  Lucian's 
Dialogues,  &c.  Thus,  at  fourteen  years  of  age, 
well  verfed  in  the  Latin  tongue,  with  fome 
foundation  in  the  Greek,  the  youth  arc  entered 
into 

The  FIRST  CLASS  of  the  COLLEGE. 

This  is  called  the  Greek  Clafs-,  in  which,  as 
in  every  other  clafs,   the   youth  remain  one 

year. 
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year.  In  the  forenoon  they  read  Theocritus 
Idj^Ilia,  with  Tome  kka  pieces  of  Hejiod,  Ho. 
tner  and  Xenophon.  In  the  afternoon  they 
learn  arithmetic,  vulgar  and  decimal;  mer- 
chants accompts,  fome  parts  of  algebra,  and 
fome  of  the  firft  books  of  Euclid. 

The  SECOND  CLASS. 
The  next  year  is  fpent  in  this  clafs;  the 
mafterof  which  is  ftyled  Prof££hr  of  Mathema- 
tics. He  carries  the  youth  forward  in  algebra, 
teaches  the  remainder  of  the  firft  fix  books  of 
Euclid.,  together  with  the  eleventh  and  twelfth, 
and  alfo  the  elements  of  geometry,  aftronomy' 
chronology,  navigation,  and  other  moft  ufeful 
branches  of  the  mathematics.  So  much  of 
logic  and  metaphyfics  as  is  ufeful,  is  joined 
with  mathematics ;  but  a  fmall  fpace  of  time 
ferves  for  thefe  ftudies,  logic  in  particular,  as 
commonly  underftood,  being  in  fo.ne  difrepute 
among  them.  They,  therefore,  bend  their 
chief  attention  this  year,  to  the  more  advan- 
tageous ftudy  of  mathematics,  which,  by  the 
bye,  they  efteem  the  beft  Tyftem  of  logics  that 
can  be  given  to  youth.  The  evolution  of  ma^ 
thematical  truths,  through  a  chain  of  propofi- 
tions,  contributes  more,  in  one  year,  fay  they, 
to  expand  the  faculties  of  the  mind,  and  accuf- 
tom  it,  by  a  juft  attention  to  intricate  fubjedls, 
to  reafon  clofely  and  in  train,  than  a  life  fpent  in 
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the  ufual  fchool-logic.  At  proper  fcafons,  when 
the  weather  permits,  this  clals  is  exeiciled  in 
practical  geometry  j  in  furveying  lands  and 
waters ;  and  in  plotting  and  ornamenting  the 
maps  of  fuch  furveys.  There  is  a  weekly  ex- 
crcife  for  their  further  improvement  in  Greek 
and  Latin. 

The     THIRD    CLASS. 

The  Mafter  of  this  clafs  is  called  Profejfor  of 
Pbibfophy.  The  day  is  divided  between  the 
(Indies  of  ethics  and  phyfics.  Under  the  latter, 
the  Miranians  comprehend  natural  hiftory, 
with  mechanic  and  experimental  philofophy  > 
for  the  illuftration  of  which,  they  are  provided 
with  a  complete  apparatus.  With  regard  to 
ethics,  they  feem  to  think  that  a  full  yet 
compendious  fyftem,  calculated  by  fome  found 
philofopher  for  youth  at  colleges,  is  a  book 
ftill  wanted.  They  own,  that  the  Englijb  ex- 
cel in  detached  pieces  on  all  moral  fubjedts  5 
but  thefe,  fay  they,  are  only  thz—disje^a 
membra  ethkes  -,  no  one  author  having  handled 
the  fubjed  of  ethics,  in  all  its  ramiiicationsj 
with  an  immediate  view  to  the  ufe  of  youth. 

In  this  clafs,  at  prefent,  they  read  the  philo- 
fophic  books  of  Plato  and  Cicero,  in  their  ori- 
ginals, yfkh  Locke,  Hutchefin,  Puffendorff,  &c. 
the  profeflbr,  taking  care  to  guard  the  youth 
againft  every  thing  in  which  any  of  thefe  au- 
thors are  fingular.     But   they    have  another 

method 
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mtthod  of  improving  the  youth  in  ethical  know- 
iege,  upon. which  they  lay  great  ftrefs,    and 
that  IS  by  hiftoricalfadtsi  of  which  I  fhaJl  af- 
terwards  fpeak.    The  private  reading  of  various 
ethical    writers  is   alfo  recommended  for  the 
greater  improvement  of  the  youth  in  theftudies 
ofthisdafsj  the  profefTor,  from  time  to  time, 
iatisfying  himfelf,  by  proper  queftions,  what 
advantage  they  reap  from  fuch  reading.     I  do 
not  mention  Keil,  Gravefand,    Newtonh  Prin- 
Gipia,  ^c.    becaufc  dlaflical  books,  and  fup- 
pofed  in  the  ftudy  of  natural  philofophy 
Jhe     FOURTH    CLASS. 
The  Mafter  of  this  clafs  is  ftyled  Profeffcr  of 
Rhetoric  and  Poetry.     As  it  Is  in  this  and  the 
tollowing  clafs,   continued  Evander,   that  my 
countrymen  bring  all    that  has   been  before 
taught  home  to  the  bufmefs  of  life,  and  arc 
more  fingular  in  their  method ;  I  mud  beg  to 
be  fomcthing  more  particular  in  the  accoum  of 
It.     A  great  ftock  of  learning,  without  know- 
ing how  to  make  it  ufcful  in  the  conduft  of  life, 
is  of  little  fignificancy.     You  may  obferve  that 
what  has  chiefly  been  aimed  at,  in  the  foregoino- 
clafTes,  is  to  teach  youth  to  think  well,  that  is 
clofely  and  juflly.    When  this  is  attained,  it  is  a 
noble  bafis,    but  would,  however,  be  ufelefs 
without   its  fuperftrudture  5    without   teaching 
them  to  call  forth  and  avail  themfclves  of  their 
thoughts,  in  'writing,  /peaking,  ailing  and  //"t;- 
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ing  well.  To  make  youth  mailers  of  the  firft 
two,  viz.  writiiig  and  fpeaking  well,  nothing 
contributes  fo  much  as  being  capable  to  relifh 
what  has  been  well  wriftea  or  fpokcn  by  oth(  rs. 
Hence,  the  proper  ftudics  of  this  clafs,  arc 
Rhetoric  and  Poetry  ;  from  which  arife  Criti- 
cifm  and  Compofition. 

I  fliall  fpeak  firft  of  Rhetoric,  as  it  is  the 
firft  ftudy.  The  profeflfor  begins  with  giving 
the  ftudents  a  general  notion  of  the  precepts  and 
different  kinds  of  Rhetoric.  He  then  proceeds 
to  make  them  read  7«//y's  or.  tion  for  Milo^ 
leifurely  in  its  original  •,  applyin,-^,  as  they  go 
alortg,  the  precepts  of  oratory  j  and  making 
them  apprehend  its  plan,  feries,  delicacy  of 
addrcfs;  the  ftrength  and  difpofition  of  the 
proofs  i  the  juftnefs  of  the  tropes  and  figures  ; 
the  beauty  of  the  imagery  and  pa'nting  •,  the 
harmony  and  fulnefs  of  the  periods  \  the  pomp 
and  purity  of  the  didlion  •,  and,  in  fine,  that 
grandeur  of  thought,  that  aftonifliing  fublimc, 
that  torrent  of  eloquence,  which,  moving, 
warming,  feizing  the  foul,  fweeps  all  irrcfifta- 
bly  down  before  it.  After  this,  Bemojlhenes' s 
harrangue  for  Cteftphotiy  which '!'«//)' (I  thinkj 
calls  the  model  of  perfect  eloquence,  u  read  in 
the  original,  and  explained  in  the  fame  manner, 

Thefe  two  celebrated  orations,  thus  explained 
and  apprehended,  arcjudgedfufficient  to  give 

youth  a  right  idea  of  oratory,  and  fix  its  pre- 
cepts 
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<^pts  in  their  mind,  which  is  r  >t  to  be  done  {i^ 
much  by  reading  many  oraiions,  as  by  ftudy, 
ing  a   few  thoroughly,    and  therefore,  only 
three  more  orations,  one  In  Greek,  one  in  Latin, 
and  one  m  Er.glifli,   are  read  in  thf  fchool 
through  the  whole  year.     Thefe  are  fuccefllve- 
ly  handled  thus.     In  the  Evening,  the  profeflbr 
prcfcribes  a  certain  portion  of  the  oration,  and 
appoints  the  fludents  to  write  out  their  ob- 
fervations  upon  its  conformity  to  the  laws  of 
rhetoric ;  the  plan,  thoughts,  i^c.  by  way  of 
Cfiticifm.     This  they  bring   with  them  next 
day,  when  the  part  prefcribed  is  read  over, 
and  this  criticifni  of  theirs  examined  and  cor- 
re<Slcd.     A  new  portion  as  before  is  prefcribed 
againft  next  meeting,  till  in  this  manner  th(ty 
have  finifhed  the  whole  three  orations. 
.  In  the  fame  manner  is  poetry  ftudl'^d,  which 
is,    indeed,  rather  the  fame  than  a  different 
ftudy ;  poetry  being  nothing  elfe  but  the  eldeft 
daughter  of  eloquence.     The  arangement  of 
the  fable  in  the  one  correfponds  to  the  plan  and 
feries  of  the  other.     Tropes  and  figures  they 
have  in  common  i  and  where,  in  the  peculiarity 
of  her  drefs,  and  the  more  frequent  ufe  of  ima. 
gery,  i^c.  Poetry  aftefts  to  differ,  the  youth 
are  not  unacquainted  with  it ;  as  they  have  been 
made  to  obferve  it  in  reading  the  claflic-poets. 
The  lules,  together  with  the  nature  and  defign 
of  the  feveral  kinds  of  poetry,  are,  in  the  firft 
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place,  explain<*d  j  after  which,  as  in  the  ftudy 
of  rhetoric,  the  youth  privately  write  a  piece  of 
criticifm  upon  each,  beginning  with  the  lefler 
kinds,  as  the  ode,  elegy  and  fatyr,  proceeding 
to  the  drama,  paftoral  and  epopaea.  All  thefo 
criticifms  are  carefully  revifed  and  correfled  by 
the  profeflbr,  which  is  all  the  public  bufinels 
of  the  clafs.  The  reading  of  Arijlotle^  and  the 
beft  French  and  Englifti  critics,  is  allowed,  and 
even  recommended,  to  aflift  and  dired  the 
judgment  of  youth  in  this  exercife. 

Here  I  interrupted  Evander,  by  telling  him, 
that  I  thought  this  ftudy  alone,  might  require 
half  the  year.  No,  replied  he.  They  don't 
fpend  ^bove  two  months  in  the  ftudy  of  all  the 
kinds  of  poetry.  This  is  owing  chiefly  to  the 
placing  the  ftudy  of  poetry  after  philofophy 
and  rhetoric,  which  makes  it  exceeding  eafy. 
It  is  alfo  pardy  owing  to  the  age  of  the  youth> 
they  being  now,  at  leaft,  in  their  1 8th  year, 
and  capable  of  greater  application  ;  pardy  to 
the  delight  they  take  in  the  ftudy,  and  partly 
to  their  having  read  moft  of  the  different  kinds 
of  poems  as  claffic  exercifes,  which  renders  the 
review  of  them  pleafant,  in  order  to  apply  the 
rules  of  criticifm.  About  a  fortnight  is  enough 
for  all  the  inferior  Ipecies.  The  fame  Ipace  of 
time  ferves  for  die  drama  and  paftoral,  and,  • 
Jaftly,  about  a  month  for  the  epic  poem. 

The 
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^  The  remainder  of  the  year,  wh^ch  is  about 
fix  months,  is  fpent  in  compofing  and  deliver- 
ing orations  j  and  'tis  no  wonder  th^t  (his  ex- 
crcife  is  attended  v/ith  great  fuccefs,,  when  de- 
^eferred  to  this  its  proper  feafon.  fhilofophy, 
rhetoric  and  poetry,  being  fufRciently  tafted  and 
^dmired ;  the  youth  cgpnot  but  be  animated,  in 
|heir  compolitions,  to  imitate  thofe  bright  mo.- 
dds  that  gave  them  fo  much  j.  le^fure  in  thq 
reading.  The  ftudy  of  poetry,  in  particiilar,^ 
elevates  their  thoughts,  warmJ*  tl-eir  imagi- 
nation, leads  them  to  give  lively  defcriptions, 
infpires  them  with  ftrength,  variety,  copioufnel^ 
and  harmony  of  ftyle,  and  diffufes  a  delicacy 
over  every  thing  they  compofe. 

In  this  exercife  of  compofition,  they  begirt 
firfl  with  fmaller  eflays  on  proper  fubjeds  j 
thence  proceed  to  frame  orations  according  to 
tba  precepts,  and  on  the  models,  of  perfed  elo, 
quence.  Thefe  the  profellbr  correds,  and  carq? 
fully  points  out  where  the  fubjed  would  have  re- 
quired more  concifenefs  -,  where  more  copiouf- 
nefsj  where  the  figurative  ftyle,  and  gra- 
ces of  fpeech  ;  where  the  plain  and  fimple  i 
where  they  ought  to  have  rifen  j  where  fallen  j 
where  they  have  given  conceit  inftpa^  of  wit ; 
the  forced  and  far-fetched,  inftead  of  the  eafy 
and  natural ;  bombaft  and  fwelling,  inftead  of 
the  fublime  and  florid.  Thus  to  corred  one 
oration,  and  to  hear  another  (that  has  been  cor- 
reded  before)  delivered  with  proper  grace  and 
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aftion,  w  all  the  bufinefs  of  the  clafs  at  one 
meeting  or  diet.  Of  this  the  youth  have  their 
turns,  fo  that  when  the  clafs  confifts  of  twenty 
boys,  each  of  them  compofes  and  delivers  an 
oration  once  in  *  ten  days.  And  as  they  muft 
thus  all  be  ptefent  at  the  correding  and  de- 
Jiverjng  two  orations  each  day,  they  profit  as 
much  by  the  faults  or  beauties  found  in  the 
compofitions  of  their  fchool-fellows,  as  by  their 
own. 

In  corre(Ebing  the  compofitions  of  youth, 
however,  the  profeflTor  is  fenfible,  that  great 
judgment  and  art  are  required.     Always  re- 
membring  that  they  are  youth,  he  is  greatly 
carefu?  not  to  difcourage  them  by  tco  much 
feverity.     If  ever  he  feems  difpleafed  at  any 
thing,itis  when  he  difcovers  ftiffnefsjaffedlation, 
and  figns  of  coldnefs  and  fterility  in  their  pieces ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  redundancy  of  thought, 
and  fprightly  failles  of  imagination,  fhare  his 
diftinguilhed  indulgence.     Thefe  he  calls  the 
blooming  fhoots  of  genius ;  and,  though  exube- 
rant, thinks  they  are  no  more  to  be  lopped  oflT  at 
an  improper  feafon,  or  in  an  unlkilful  manner, 
than  the  hixuriant  growth  of  a  thriving  young 
tree.     It  is  dangerous  for  any  hand,  but  that 

•  When  we  allow  but  ten  days  to  compofe  an  oration, 
befides  attending  the  duties  of  the  clafs,  we  muft  fap- 
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of  time,  to  reduce  thefe  wholly  within  their 
proper  bounds. 

I  am  perfuaded,  continued  Evander,  that  you 
will  think  it  no  objeftion  againft  the  ftudy  of 
rhetoric,  that  it  has  often  been  proltituted  to 
the  vileft  purpofes.  "What  is  there  that  may 
not  be  abufed  by  bad  m^n?  B'  %  in  the  polled- 
fion  of  a  gocd  many  eloquence  is  the  moft  glo- 
rious gift  of  nature.  It  makes  him  the  fan- 
6hiary  of  the  unfortunate,  the  protestor  of 
the  weak,  the  fupport  andpraile  of  the  good, 
and  the  eternal  terror  and  controul  of  the  bad. 
In  a  word,  we  mull  often  addrefs  the  paflions, 
in  order  to  reach  the  heart.  -      ' ' 

It  muft  be  obferved,  however,  that  the  il4/- 
raniam  do  not  propofe  to  make  orators  and  po-^ 
ets  of  all  their  youth,  by  thefe  ftudies.  They  are 
fenfible,  that  both  the  orator  and  poet  muft 
be  born,  not  made^  But,  fay  they,  thofe  to 
whom  nature  has  given  a  genius  for  compofi- 
tion,  either  in  poetry  or  profe,  will  be  thus  put 
in  the  method  of  improving  that  genius  to  the 
greateft  advantage-,  and  thofe  who  have  no 
fuch  genius,  will,  however,  be  enabled,  by  thefe 
ftudies,  to  write  elegantly,  or  at  leaft  corredly, 
in  the  epiftolary  way,  and  on  the  common  and 
moft  important  concerns  in  life. 

Unlefs  the  tafte  is  thus  formed,  and  youth 
taught  to  be  found  critics  on  the  beauties  of 
thofe  celebrated  pieces  that  have  challenged  ^ 

the 
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the  admiration  of  all  mankyid  and  ftooc} 
the  tell  of  time;  what  is  the  amount  of 
their  learning?  Nay,  without  this  *  tafte, 
Qr  relilh  for  the  pleafures  of  imagination  i  how 
joylefs  in  many  inftances  is  life  itfelf  ?  Nature 
has  given  the  rudiments  of  it  to  every  man. 
But  if  we  compare  the  man  who  has  perfedly 
cultivated  it,  with  him  who  has  not,  they  f^em 
almoft  of  a  different  fpecies.  To  the  latter  are 
entirely  loft,  the  gay^  the  tender,  the  eafy^  the 
natural^  the  fublime,  the  marvellous^  and  all  the 
namelefs  graces  of  a  finifhed  piece !  Should  fo^ 
litude,  Ihould  want  of  bufinefs,  or  misfortune? 
of  any  kind,  force  fijch  a  man  to  feek  relief 

•  In  fupport  of  E'vauder'i  fentiments  in  this  paragraph, 
fuffir  me  to  quote  the  following  beautiful  Verfes  from 
Dr.  ArmJiron^%  Epiftle  on  Benevolence  : 

*«  Tw  chiefiy  Tafte,  or  blunt,  or  grofs^  or  fim^ 
Makes  Life  itifipid,  bejiial,  or  divine. 
Better  be  born  vuith  tafte  to  little  rent, 

Than  the  dull  monarch  of  a  continent. 

Without  fni  nervesy  and  bofomjulily  'warmed. 
An  eye,  an  ear,  a  fancy  to  be  cbarta^di 
In  vain,  majeftic  Wren  expands  the  dome; 
Blank  as  f  ale  Stucco,  Rubens  lines  the  room ; 
Loft  are  the  raptures  of  bold  H&ndcV  s  ft  rain ; 
Great  TuUy  ftorms,  fnveet  WitgiXftngs  in  vain, 
The  beauteous  forms  of  nature  are  effaced', 
TempeVy?//'  charms,  the  raging  nuatry  viafte^ 
Each  greatly.nuild,  each  fnveet  romantic  fcene^ 
Unheeded  rifes,  and  almoft  unfeen. 
Tit  thefe  are  joys  viith  fame  of  better  clay, 
T0  footh  the  toils  tflifis  embarrcfs^d  ivay."  — 

from 
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from  books,  alas !  he  finds  them  "  but  formal 
dulnefs,  tedioiis  friends !  *'  He  may  read-,  but 
he  will  be  as  unconfcjous  of  the  mafterly  and 
delicate  ftrokes.of  what  he  reads,  as  the  moun- 
tain is  of  the  ore  lodged  in  its  caverned  fide. 
A  fiupid  fort  of  admiration  is  the  higheft  plea- 
fure  he  is  capable  of  receiving ;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  the  man  who  has  been  taught  to  take 
the  full  guft  of  the  generous  pleafures  arifmg 
from  the  contemplation  of  beauty,  order,  har- 
mony, deftgn,  fymmetry  of  parts,  and  conformity  to 
truth  and  nature,  finds,  within  himfelf,  an  in- 
exhauflible  fund  of  the  moft  noble  and  ratio- 
nal amufement.  No  moment  of  time,  I  fpeak 
it  feelingly,  faid  Evander,  no  moment  of  time 
needs  hang  heavy  on  his  hands.  No  fituation* 
no  circumftances,  f  either  at  home  or  abroad, 
neither  in  youth  or  old  age,  in  profperity  or 
adverfity,  but  can  be  rendered  more  agreeable, 
while  he  can  tafte  the  intelleftual  joys  of  his 
darling  ftudies. 

Suppofe,  then,  that  youth  fhould  reap  no  o- 
ther  advantage  from  the  ftudies  of  this  clafs,  but 
the  power  of  filling  up  thofe  vacant  hours  to 
advantage,  which  thofe,  who  want  fuch  a  tafte. 


t  Hac  fiudia  adolefcentiam  qlu»t,  feneButem  obleBant ; 
fecundas  res   ornant,  ad'verjts  peKfugiuvx  Iff  folaiiutn.  p-t- 
bent :  Dehaant  domi,  non  impediunt  J^cris  ;    perno^ant  no- 
hi/cum^  pregrinanturf  ruflicantur^ 
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ufually  fpend  in  trifling  vifits,  cards,  hunting, 
drinking-matches,  and  other  hurtful  pleafurcs, 
we  have  reafon  to  think  a  few  months  proper- 
ly  fpent  in  forming  this  tafte,  a  very  eflential 
part  of  education.     But  further,  the  Miranians 
fay,  that  this  tafte  for  polite  letters,  not  only 
teaches  us  to  write  well,  and  renders  life  com- 
fortable to  ourfelves,  but  alfo  contributes  high- 
ly  to  the  cement  of  fociety,  and  the  tranquility 
of  the  ftate.     They  do  not  hefitatc  to  affirm, 
that  they  think  it  almoft  impoflible  for  a  man, 
that  has  a  tafte  for  the  imitative  arts,  atid  can 
feel    the  noble  charms   of  rhetoric,   poetry, 
painting,  mufic,  fculpture,  &c.  to  be  a  boifte- 
rous  fubjedl,  an  undutiful  fon,  a  rough  hufband, 
an  unnatural  parent,  a  cruel  mafter,  a  treache- 
rous friend,  or  an  unruly  and  turbulent  man. 
Thefe  ftudies  enlarge  the  mind,  refine  and  exalt 
the  underftanding,  improve  the  tetnper,  foften 
the  manners,  ferene  the  paffions,  cherilh  reflec- 
tion, and  lead  on  that  charming  penfivenefs  of 
foul  and  philofophic  melancholy,  which,  moft 
of  all,  difpofe  us  to  love,  friendfliip,  and  every 
tender  emotion.     But  I  will  conclude  this  ar- 
ticle, with  which,  as  it  treated  my  favorite  ftu- 
dies, I  have  perhaps  tired  you. 

The  FIFTH,  or  higheji  CLASS. 
The  Principal  of  the  college,  whofe  name  is 
'Aratus,  inftruds  this  clafs  in  the  ftudy  of  agricul- 
ture and  hiftory.  The  knowledge  of  phy fics,  ac- 
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quired  in  the  third  clafs,  contributes  greatly  to 
make  the  ftudy  of  agriculture  eafy  at  this  time. 
In  fome  previous  leftures  Aratus  refumes  this 
fubjeft ;  and,  particularly,  gives  the  youth  a 
good  knowlege  of  the  animal  flrudureand  anato- 
my,which  is  not  only  of  great  ufe  to  teach  them 
the  proper  care  of  their  own  health  and  bodies, 
but  highly  necefTary  by  way  of  analogy  to 
explain  the  osconomy  and  mechanifm  of  plants, 
the  ltru(5lure  of  their  veflels,  their  generation, 
manner  of  life  and  accretion,  peripiration, 
circulation  of  fap,  (^c.  After  this  he  ex- 
amines, with  the  youth,  the  mineral  ftrata  of 
the  earth  j  enquires  into  the  nature  of  thole 
faline  and  aqueous  juices  that  conftitute  the  nu- 
tritious matter  or  food  of  vegetables ;  and  of 
thole  other  fofllls,  which,  being  either  hetero- 
geneous to  the  vegetable  fubftance,  or  too  grols 
to  enter  the  roots  of  plants,  ferve,  however,  to 
foften  and  feparate  the  concreted  parts  of  the 
earthy  and  prepare  it  for  vegetation.  The  whole 
is  illuftratcd  by  a  courfe  of  chymical  and  ftati- 
cal  experiments. 

The  theory  of  vegetation  once  explained,  and 
tolerably  underftood  ;  what  remains  in  the  flu- 
dy  of  hufbandry  is  not  very  difficult.  For, 
after  obtaining  a  good  infight  into  the  vege- 
table ceconomy,  the  quality  of  foils,  ^c.  by  the 
analyfis  of  plants  and  foffils,  as  above,  the  youth 

may 
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may  be  cnabied  tojudge  what  efteft  every  manure 
will  have  on  every  foil ;  what  is  the  proper 
manner  of  preparing  the  ground  for  the  feed ; 
md  what  feed  or  plant  fhould  be  afligned  each 
natural  earth  j  in  which  chiefly  confifts  the  huf- 
bandman's  art.     After  this  foundation  is  laid, 
they  proceed  to  read  Varro,  Columella,   Tull^ 
Bradley,  &c.  affigning,  as  they  go  along,  the 
rationale,  for  the  natural  phenomena  and  rules 
of  tillage,  recorded  in  thefe  authors,  upon  the 
principles  and   philofophy  of  modern  natu- 
ralifls. 

One  part  of  the  day  is  given,  through  the 
year,  to  the  ftudy  of  agriculture,  as  laid  down 
above.   The  remainder  is  affigned  to  the  ftudy 
of  hiftory;    by  which,   it  is  plain,   I  do  not 
mean  the  reading   of  hiftory  to  fatisfy  the 
curiofity   for    a    moment,    with    the  know- 
iege  of  fmgle  and    irrelative   fads;    which, 
it  muft  be  owned,  is  all  that  youth  generally 
profit  by  hiftory,  at  the  age,  and  according  to 
method,  it  is  commonly  handled.  In  the  courfe 
of  the  above-mentioned  ftudies,  and  from  their 
private  reading  for  amufement,    the  Miranian 
youth,  I  need  not  tell  you,  muft,  by  this  time, 
have  obtained  a  pretty  full  knowlege  of  the 
principal  events  that  happened  in  the  world 
before  they  were  born.     The  bufinefs  of  this 
clafs  is  of  a  far  more  noble  and  extenfive  na- 
ture 
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ture  than  this.  It  is  to  review  thofe  events  in 
the  calm  light  of  pUlofophy,  when  related  in 
their  full  extent,  attended  with  a  dedudion  of 
their  immediate  and  remote  caufes  and  tonfe- 
quences,  in  order  to  make  them  a  Icflbn  of 
ethics  and  politics,  and  an  ufeful  rule  of  conduct 
and  manners  through  life. 

It  is  dangerous  to  fend  raw  and  unpraftis'd 
virtue  abroad  into  a  world,  where  right  and 
wrong  are  too  often  confounded  ;  and  nothing 
can  obviate  this  danger,  but  the  giving  youth 
a  previous  acquaintance  with  the  world,  and 
making  them  behold  virtue  and  vice,  with  all 
their  confequences,  painted  in  genuine  colours 
by  the  hiftorian.     Numerous  are  the  evils  that 
arife  in  fociety  when  youth  are  fent  into  it,  ef- 
pecially  in  any  high  ftation,  without  this  know- 
lege.     In  fuch  cafe,  neither  logics,  mathema- 
tics, phyfics,  rhetoric,  nor  all  the  branches  of 
ipeculative  knowlege  they  are  capable  of  at- 
taining, can  diredt  their  condudl,  nor  prevent 
their  falling  a -prey  to  defigning  men.     Thefe 
fciences,  however,  if  we  do  not  ftop  at  .them» 
are  highly  ufeful,  and  render  the  ftudies  of  this 
clafs  pleafant  and  profitable.      As  the  ftudy 
of  agriculture  was  made  eafy,   by  a  previous 
knowlege   in   natural  philofbphy ;   fo  is  the 
previous  knowlege  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  ethics,  a  fine  introdudlion  to  the  phi- 
lofophical  ftudy  of  hiftory,     This  fubjed  Jra- 
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tus  rcfumes  before  cntring  upon  hiftory.  He 
conlidcrs  man,  in  the  folitary  ftate  of  nature^ 
funoundcd  with  wants  and  dangers,  and  no- 
thing fecurc  to  any  of  the  fpecies,  but  what  can 
either  be  acquired  or  maintained  by  force.  From 
thence  he  takes  occafion  to  fhew  the  necefTity 
mankind  lay  under  of  entring  into  fociety, 
and  voluntarily  refigning  fome  fharc  of  their 
natural  freedom  and  property,  to  fecure  the  reft. 
Then  he  explains  the  different  forms  of  go* 
vcrnmcnt,  with  the  advantages  and  inconve- 
niencies  in  the  adminiftration  of  each. 

This  being  premifed,  the  youth  enter  upon 
the  ftudy  of  the  Grecian  hiftory  in  the  fol- 
lowirig  manner.  Aratus  prefcribcs  a  portion 
of  it,  which,  againft  next  day,  they  muft  read 
in  their  chambers,  and  abridge  the  fubftance  of 
it  into  writing,  about  twice  or  thrice  as  large  as 
a  copious  argument  of  any  chapter.  This 
fixes  the  fadls  deeply  in  their  minds,  teaches 
them,  moreover,  to  exprefs  themfelvcs  in  a  ftiort 
and  nervous  manner,  as  occafion  may  require  it  •, 
and,  when  the  whole  is  finifhed,  ferves  as  a  re- 
capitulation of  the  hiftory,  to  which  they  may 
always  have  recourfe  through  life,  and  bring 
the  fadb  frelh  into  their  memory.  Thefc  fum- 
maries  are  revifed  in  the  clafs  by  the  Principal,, 
who  is  careful  to  make  them  apprehend  the 
blamcable  and  praife- worthy,  in  the  conftitution 
of  the  fcveralftates  j  and,  in  the  familiar  way  of 
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tlklogue,  to  make  thcrtl  give  their  opinion  up- 
on the  fa6li  mentioned,  the  manners  and  ciif- 
toms  of  the  people,  (^c.  drawing  proper  moral 
inferences  from  the  whole.  In  this  manner  a 
portion  is  abridged,  and  defcantcd  upon,  every 
day,  till  they  have  gone  over  the  hiftory  of  the 
flourifhing  ages  of  Greece;  which  they  perform 
in  about  the  fpace  of  a  month.  The  hiflory 
of  Rome  (Mr.  Hooke's  judicious  colleftion  of 
it)  is  ftudied,  in  the  next  place,  down  to  the 
days  of  Auguftus.  This  requires  about  two 
months  more. 

All  between  this  period  and  the  beginning  of 
the  fixteenth  century  is  pad  ever,  the  remainder 
of  the  year  being  fpent  in  the  ftudy  of  modern" 
hiftory;  from  fome  good  introdudtion  to  which, 
they  firft  take  a  general  view  of  the  principal 
ftates  and  kingdoms  in  Europe,  that  now  di- 
vide that  power  among  them,  upon  which  de- 
pends the  whole  fyftem  of  police  operating  at 
prefent.  After  that,  they  defcend  to  ftudy°t he 
hiftory  of  England,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
faid  century,  in  the  fame  manner  that  they 
had  before  ftudied  the  hiftory  of  Greece  and 
Rome;  the  Principal  taking  care,  as  they  g-o 
along,  to  note  the  rife,  interefts,  dependencies, 
and  conftitutions  of  the  feveral  nations  and 
ftates,  whofe  hiftories  are  interwoven  with  that 
of  England.  They  conclude  the  whole,  with  a 
Vieiy  of  our  colonics  in  this  hemifphere ;  their 
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ftatc,  produce,  intcrefts,  government,  itc ; 
taking  fomc  notice  as  they  go  along,  of  the 
French  and  Spanifh  fetilemcnts  that  we  arc 
chiefly  concerned  v'ith  in  trade.  Every  Sun- 
day night,  about  an  hour  is  ipent  in  the  ftudy 
of  the  bible  hiftory. 

Though  this  is  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  hiftory 
of  mankind,  yet  it  is  as  much  as  can  conve- 
niently be  brought,  and  much  more  than  ge*- 
nerally  is  brought,  into  a  fchcmc  of  public 
education.  The  youth  are  thus  fent  into  the 
y^orld  well  acquainted  with  the  hiftory  of  thofe 
nations  they  are  likely  to  be  moft  concerned 
with  in  life  i  and  alfo  with  the  hiftory  of  Greece 
and  Rome,  which  may  be  juftly  called  the 
hiftory  of  heroifm,  virtue  and  patriotifm.  This 
is  enough  to  prepare  them  for  fociety,  and 
put  them  in  a  method  of  ftudying  the  hiftory 
of  any  other  nations  they  think  proper,  in  a 
philofophical  manner,  whenever  their  inclina- 
tion and  leifure  fhall  prompt  them  to  it. 

This,  continued  Evander,  is  a  fketch  of  the 
ftudies  of  the  fcveral  clafles ;  which  I  could 
with  pleafure,  in  this  account,  purfue  through 
all  their  different  ramifications.  But  as  this  is 
inconfiftent  with  my  defigned  brevity,  I  have 
only  mentioned  the  general  heads  of  fcience, 
wholly  negledting  fuch  branches  as  are  either 
included  in,  or  neceflary  to,  the  knowlege  of 
thofe  I  have  mentioned. 

In 
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In  the  fecond  clafe,  yoi|  will  obfcrvc  I  hatje 
faid  nothing  of  plain  trigonometry,  becaufe  it  is 
fuppofed  in  the  Hudy  of  geometry.     Neither 
have  I  mentioned  perfpeaive.becaufe  conneftcd 
with  the  beautiful  fciences  of  optics  i  nor  even 
optics  thcmfclves,  nor  fplierical  trigonometry, 
as  they  are  all  iuppofed  in  the  general  ftudy  of 
.aftronomy.     In  like  manner,  1  have  not  mca- 
tioned  dialing,  becaufe  after  being  taught  aflrq- 
nomy,  and  th;;  ufe  of  the  globes,  the  whole 
theory  of  dialing  is  learned  in  a  few  hours  j  and 
thus  of  all  tlie  orber  clafies,  which  I  take  notice 
of  exprefsly ,  that  you  may  not  judge  the  fti^di^s 
of  any  one  ci4fs  difproportioned  to  the  icil, 
without  taking   into,   the    account    all  their 
branches,  pr^ccgnita,  and  the  like. 

Here  I  told  Evander,  that  I  was  fully  fatis- 
fied  that  the  ftudies  of  the  clafles  were  very  well 
proportioned,  as  they  become  ftill  more  exten- 
five  the  farther  the  youth  advance  in  years  j  but 
that  I  thought  the  ftudies  of  every  clafs  wem 
more  than  they  could  probably  become  fuf- 
liciently  acquainted  with  in  die  time  allotted 
to  them^ 

He  replied,  that  if  the  Miranian  youth  did 
tiot  attend  the  duties  of  the  college  longer  than 
the  ordinary  terms,  my  oblervation  would  be 
juft.  But  vacations  and  holy  days  in  this  col- 
lege don't  exceed  two  months.  Befides,  con- 
tinued he,  my  countrymen  don't  propofe  any 

e  2  thine- 
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thing  more  than  to  give  the  youth  a  gert'^ral 
'  knowlege  of  thefe  ftudies.  This  is  all  that  cah 
be  done  at  college.  For  as  bent  of  genius  will 
not  carry  all  the  youth  of  a  clafs  the  fame 
lengths  in  every  ftudy  •,  that  fcheme  of  educa- 
tion is  fufficiently  perfed,  by  which  all  the  flu- 
dents  may  become  ordinary  proficients  in  all 
the  ftudies  \  and  are  put  in  a  method  of  excel- 
ling in  thofc  particular  branches  to  which  nature 
has  given  them  a  genius.  The  *  age  of  the 
youth  contributes  highly  to  aid  the  execution 
of  fuch  a  fcheme  -,  and  1  can  afllire  you,  from 
experience,  that  by  attending  even  eight  or 
nine  months  in  the  year,  all  that  is  narrated 
above  may  be  done  by  youth  of  ordinary  ge- 
nius, without  making  it  any  burden  to  them*^; 
•  You  will,  no  doubt,  take  notice  that  the  num- 
ber of  matters  are  fewer  than  ordinary  by  this 
fcheme ;  and  the  ceconomy  different  from  that 
of  mofl  colleges,  which  have  a  diftind  profef- 
for  for  every  branch  of  fcience,  as  a  profeflbr 
of  anatomy,  botany,  chymiilry,  civil  law,  &c. 
fo  that  the  fludents  muft  attend  a  great  many  dif- 
ferent mafters  and  fludies  at  different  hours.  But 
though  my  countrymen  could  afford  falaries  for 
fuch  a  number  of  profeflbrs,  they  do  not  feem 
difpofed  to  this  method  j  for  they  think  it   a 

*  They  muft  be  at  leaft  in  their  14th  year  when  entered 
into  thefe  clafles,  and  in  their  19th  when  they  leave 
them,  as  may  be  gathered  from  wkat  is  faid  above. 

great 
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•great  difadvantage  to  youth  to  be  concerned 
with  too  many  mafters  and  ftudies  at  the  fame 
time.  They  judge  it  a  much  better  method, 
that  fuch  branches  of  fcience  as  are  related  to 
one  another,  fhoiild  be  wholly  finidied  under 
one  and  the  fame  mailer,  before  the  youth  pro- 
ceed farther  -,  and  that  the  whole  ftudies  or 
branches  of  fcience,  fhould  be  ranged  in  their 
natural  order  •,  that  thofe  of  eacl^  lower  clafs 
may  be  an  introduftion  to  the  clafs  atove  it; 
and  the  youth  thus  raifed  by  a  chain  of  eafy 
fteps  to  the  fummit  of  their  education.  Hence 
aProfefTorferves,  by  the  above  fcheme,  for  aU 
thebranchesofknowlege  that  can  be  acquired 
in  one  year  -,  which  makes  the  number  of  clafles 
and  mafters  equal  to  the  number  of  years,  and 
renders  the  whole  plan  fimple  and  regular. 

That  the  ftudies  laid  down  for  the  five  fore- 
going clafTes,  are  ranged  in  their  natural  order' 
will  beft  appear  to  thofe  who  are  beft  acquainted 
with  the  nature  and  objed  of  them.  Wirh  re- 
gard  to  the  diree  lower  daffes,  there  can  be  no 
objedion  of  this  kind,  as  mathematics  go  be- 
fore philofophy  in  every  feminary  -,  and  are  (6 
neceffary  to  it,  J  at -the  beft  writers  advife  che 
ftudy  of  matliematics,  funpofe  we  fhould  nropofe 
no  other  advantage  by  them  than  to  ftrenothrn 
the  reafoning  faculty,  and  prepare  the  mCi  tor 
the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  by  accuftoming  it  to 

.^3  think- 
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think  clofely,  and  to  call  forth  thofe  thoughts 

in  a  clear  and  regular  manner. 

That  rhetoric,  criticifm  and  compofition, 
Ciould  be  placed  -  cer  philofophy,  fcems  decided 
alfo  by  the  authority  of  the  greatefl  orators  and 
poets.  Scrihendi  reSe,  fapere  eft  ^  principium 
l^foNSy  fays  Horace;  and  Tully  blames  the 
orators  of  his  time  for  neglefting  the  ftudy  of 
philofophy  and  polite  literature.  Nemo  videre- 
tur  exquijitius  qmm  vulgus  homhmm  ftuduijfe  lite- 
ris,  quibus  fom perfe£i<e  eloquentite  contineiur -,'  ne~ 
tno  qui  philofophiam  complexus  ejfet,  matrem  om^ 
mum  bene  faSiorum^  beneque  di£forum.  Quin- 
tilian  every  way  is  of  the  fame  opinion.  And 
Pliny' advifes  in  exprefs  terms ; — Mores  pri- 
pium,  mox  ekquentiam  difcat,  (Puer)  qu<e  male 
fine  moribus  difcitur. 

But,  without  any  authorities,  the  thing  is  fclf- 
evident  -,  it  being  idle  to  think  of  writing  or 
compofing  philofophically  till  we  are  phiiofo 
phers,  or  till  we  have  acquired  a  tafte  for 
polite  letters.  And  as  to  fpeaking,  no  man 
but  he  who  can  diftinguifh  philofophically  be- 
tween right  and  wrong,  and  who  is  pofiefled 
of  the  moral  virtues,  can  have  long  fuccefs  in 
this  way,  becaufe  no  man  can  move  others, 
VJnlefsjt  appears  that  ^e  himfclf  is  moved  with 
what  he  fays.  A  bad  man  may,  to  give  his 
words  force,  affecEt  to  be  moved  when  he  rea- 
(ons  of  virtue  j  but  when  ever  his  character  is 

fully 
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fblly  deteifled,  all  his  moft  artful  [-retehces  this 
way  will,  in  the  ifllie,  only  fo  much  the  more 
hurt  his  own  caufe. 

Here  I  afked  Evander,  why  rhetoric  was  ^q 
commonly  placed  before  philofophy,  if  the  lat- 
ter was  fo  necefiary  to  it  ?  He  anfwered,  that 
as  far  as  he  could  learn,  the  difference  between 
the  method  of  his  countrymen,  and  that  of  the 
beft  modeled  colleges,  was  not  material.  *Tis 
true,  laid  he,  thefe  colleges  begin  the  ftudy  of 
rhetoric  in  the  lower  clafles,  but  they  continue 
it  through  the  higher  ones.  Thus  the  firft 
year,  perhaps,  the  youth  learn  no  more  than 
the  figures  of  fpeech  and  the  precepts  or  rules 
of  oratory.  1  he  knowlege  of  logic  and  gram- 
mar is  enough  for  this  purpofe.  Compofiticn, 
criticifm,  and  that  part  of  rhetoric  to  whicli 
philofophy  and  polite  letters  arc  necefiary,  fall 
of  courfe  after  the  ftudy  of  philofophy,  iSc,  in 
the  generality  of  leminaries,  which  is  the  fame 
thing  upon  the  whole  j  only  that  my  country- 
men, as  hath  been  obferved,  think  it  beft 
for  them,  never  to  engage  youth  in  more 
than  one  or  two  ftudies  till  they  are  fully 
mafters  of  them  ;  and  to  keep  their  plan 
as  fimple  as  poffible,  that  they  may  ftand 
in  need  of  no  more  profeflbrs  and  tutors 
than  their  circumftances  enable  them  to  em- 
ploy, which  are-  the  fole  confiderations  that 
would  ever  make  them  depart  in  the  leaft  from 

the 
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the  pra£tice  of  natrons  more  lear-^'^d  thantheni-" 
ieJves. 

I  prefume,  I  need  ofFer  no  reafons  for  placing 
the  ftudies  of  agriculture,  hiftory  and  politics 
in  the  higheft  clafs.     As  thefe  ftudies  feldom 
enter  much  into  the  fcheme  of  education,  but  are 
left  for  every  man's  private  reading  after  his  edu- 
cation at  the  univerfity  is  finilhed,  it  is  plain 
that  they  fhould   be  Jaft,    if  they   are  at  all 
brought  into  fuch  a  fcheme.      They  are  in- 
deed the  ftudies  of  men,  and   require  a  ripe 
judgment.      But  befides  this,    all  the  former 
ftudies,  as  I  have  obferved  already,  are  neceflary 
and  fubfervient  to  them.     Even  tht  knowlege 
of  rhetoric  itfelf  is  of  great  uk  in  reading  a  well- 
wrote  hiftory,  as  many  of  the  chief  beauties 
thereof  would  otherwife  be  loft  and  untafted. 
And  if  this  was  not  the  cafe,  yet  ftill,  methinks, 
hiftory  and  agriculture  ftiould  be  placed  laft, 
in  order  to  fend  youth  abroad  into  the  world, 
warm  (if  imayfo  exprelsit)  from  thofe  ftudies 
which  their  own  intcrefts    and  the  fervice  of 
their  country  will  generally  require  them  chiefly 
to  cultivate. 

The  next  thing  to  be  fpoken  of  is  the  public 
exercifes  of  thefe  clafles ;  for  the  Miranians  are 
fully  convinced  of  the  great  advantages  of 
bringing  youth  early  to  fpeak  in  public,  and 
therefore  have  fet  all  the  Saturdays  of  the  yeai^ 
wholly  apart  for  this  Purpofe. 

Upon 
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Upon  thefe  days,  the  m afters,  fchdIarsV  and 
as  many  of  the  citizens  as  pleafe  to  attend,  be- 
ing  aflem  bled  in   the  chapel  after    morning 
prayers ;  one   of  the  ftudents  in  the  firft  or 
Greek  clafs  appears  as  refpondent  with  an  op- 
ponent or  interrogator  from  the  third  clafs. 
The  latter  pitches   upon   any   Greek  author, 
which  the  refpondent  lias  read  during  the  courfe 
of  the  year  in  his  clafs,  and  prefcribes  a  paffage 
in   it  to  be  rendered  into  Englifh  extempore. 
This   the  refpondent  does,    pointing  out  the 
author's  beauties,    clearing  up  his  obfcurities 
and  difficulties,  and  giving  an  account  of  the 
cafe,"  tenfe,  mood,  derivation,  conftruftion,  ^c, 
of  every  word.     The  opponent  takes  care   to 
fet  him  right  wher>;  he  errs  ;  and  gives  him  an 
opportunity,  by  proper  interrogations,  to  dif- 
play  his  fkill  and  improvements  to  the  beft.  ad- 
vantage.    The  mafter  of  that  clafs  to  which 
the  opponent  belongs,  fuperintends  thefe  exer- 
cifes,  and  may  interfere  with  his  affiftance  if 
there  Ihould  be    oecafion.      But  this  feldom 
happens.  ;        ; 

After  thefe,  one  of  the  2d  clafs  appears  as 
refpondent,  with  an  opponent  from  the  4th, 
who  endeavors  to  impugn  a  thefis  given  out 
and  defended  by  the  other.  Then  he  changes 
the  fubjedt  and  interrogates  him  concerning  his 
fkill  in  fuch  branches  of  the  mathematics  as  he 
(the  refpondent)  has  learned  in  his  clafs. 
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In  the  next  place,  a  relpondent  appears  fi-otn 
the  thud  clafs  with  an  opponent  from  the  5th, 
The  method  of  cxercife  the  fame  as  above. 
The  fiibjed:  ethics  and  phyfics. 

Befides  bearing  a  Part,  as  interrogators,  in 
the  foregoing  exer^jfes,  the  4th  and  5th  clalTes 
have  an  exercife  of  declamation  peculiar  to 
themfelves.  Firft  one  of  the  youth  in  the  clais 
of  rhetoric  delivers  a  fpeech  with  proper  grace 
and  a(^ion  on  any  philofophical  fubjed,  or  on 
the  nature,  rules  and  advantages  of  eloquence 
and  poetry,  which  are  the  fludie?  of  the  prcfent[ 
year. 

Laftly,  one  of  the  5th  or  higheft  clafs  de, 
livers  *an  oration,  framed  according  to  the  exadt 
rviles  of  rhetoric,  upon  any  civil  topic  that  is, 
or  may  be,  difputed  with  regard  to  the  intereft 
of  their  country.  And  fuch  harrangues  I  have 
often  known  to  be  of  very  public  fervice,  not 
only  when  delivered,  but  when  thought  worthy 
of  being  publifhed.  Sometimes  too  their  fub' 
je6t  is  the  ufefulnefs  of  hiftory  and  agriculture  5 
the  pleafures  of  retirement,  or  any  moral  to- 
pic. Thus  when  there  are  not  above  twenty 
boys  in  each  clafs,  every  boy  in  the  three  lower 
clafles  appears  in  public  twice  a  year,  and  thoie 
of  the  two  higher  clafles  four  times.  There 
are  exercifes  of  the  fame  kind  in  the  'ligher 
clafies  of  the  academy  and  mechanic's  fchool. 

And» 
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And,  in  the  latin  fcliool,  there  are  quarterly 
examinations,  and  proper  rewards  diftributed 
%o  excite  emulation. 

There  is  one  thing  peculiar  to  the  Miranians 
in  thcle  exercifes,  which  I  had  almoll  forgot  to 
mention  •,  viz.  that  they  are  moft  commonly 
in  the  Englifh  tongue.  No  people  arc  more 
careful  than  they  to  teach  youth  to  tranflate 
J-.atin  readily,  as  may  appear  in  the  courfe  of 
the  foregoing  fludies,  where  every  author 
is  read  in  the  original :  But,  when  this  is  at* 
tained,  they  aim  at  nothing  more.  They  arc 
fenfible,  that  there  is  a  great  diiference  between 
being  able  to  explain  a  clafllc  author  extempore, 
gnd  being  able  to  write  with  as  much  purity  as 
that  author.  Almoft  any  perfon  may  attain  to 
the  firft  J  but  only  a  few  have  attained  to  the 
perfeftion  of  writing  pure  claflic  Latin,  un- 
mixed with  barbarifms  and  foreign  idioms, 
lince  it  became  a  dead  language. 

They  don't  however  deny,  but  learned  men, 
to  render  their  works  more  univerfally  uieful, 
may  write  in  the  Latin  tongue,  though  they 
cannot  write  with  claflic  elegance  and  purity. 
But  they  greatly  condemn  the  praftice  of  neg- 
leding  the  mother- tongue,  and  embarrafling  a 
young  ftudent,  by  obliging  him  to  fpeak  or 
(:ompofe  in  a  dead  language.  While  he  is 
hunting  after  words  to  convey  his  ideas,  he 
j§  continually  on  the  rack ;  one  half  of  his  fen- 

timencs, 
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timents,  one  haif  of  the  fprightly  failles  of  fancy 
which  would  otherwife  Ihlne  through  his  com- 
pofitions,  mud  efcape  his  memory  before  he  can 
find  language  to  exprefs  them.  The  confciouf- 
nefs  of  fpeaking  improperly,  often  barbarouflyj 
muft  damp  his  ardor,  and  reftrain  him  from 
delivering  himfelf  with  that  becoming  cafe  and 
confidence,  that  grace  of  voice  and  aftion,  that 
propriety  and  harmony,  which  he  could  not 
fail  of,  by  applying  that  time  and  pains  to 
compofition   in    the    Englilh  tongue,    which 
is  t)ften  without  fuccefs  given  to  the  Latin. 
Befides,   my  countrymen  feem  to  think  it  in 
feme  fort  diihonourable  to  declaim  only  in  a 
foreign  tongue,  before  an  Englilh  audience.    In 
particular,  my  friend,  continued  Evander,  very 
gaily,  to  fpeak  in  Latin,  we  think,  would  be 
an  affront  to  our  ladies,  who  often  honor  us 
with  their  prefence  on   thofe  occafions.     Yet 
ftill,  to  fliew  that  it  is  not  for  want  of  ability 
to  fpeak  in  Latin  that  this  method  is  in  general 
difcontinued,  there  are  always  fome  Latin  ora- 
tions and  difputations  at  the  annivcrfary  com- 
mencements, and  on  other  private  occafions. 
There  are  likewife  matters  in  the  college 
for  teaching  the  French,  Italian,  Spanifh  and 
German  tongues,    at  private  hours ;    and   a 
fencing  matter,    who,    befides  the  ufe  of  the 
fwordj   teaches  the  military  exercife.      There 
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IS,  iaflly,  a  dancing-maftcr,    whom  I  fliould 
have  mentioned  firft;  as  this  art  is  learned  by 
the  boys  when  very  young,  vh.  in  the  lowcft 
Claires  of  the  latin    and    mechanic's    fchool- 
None  of  the  youth,  however,  are  obliged,  by 
the  ftatutes  of  the  college,    ro  atfend    rhefe 
mafters  ;  and  if  they  do  attend  them,  it  muft 
■    be  before  they  are  entered  into  the  fourth  or 
rhetorical  clafs,  becaufe  they  will  not  fuffer  anr 
thing  to  interfere  with  the  duties  of  tha  two 
higher  clafles ;  which,  as  you  will  remember, 
cenfift  chiefly  in  reading  and  writing  in  private. 
-  The  ftudents  in  thefe  two  clafles  are  efteem- 
cd  men  j  and  it  is  reckoned  fliameful  for  them 
to  be  ignorant  of  dancing,   fencing,  and  mo- 
dern languages  till  that  time.     None  of  thefe 
mafters  are  included  in  the  infl:itution,  in  any 
other  thing,  but  that  the  gcvernors  or  truftees, 
upon  any  complaint  that  their  chara«5lers  are 
bad,  and  their  example  dangerous,  may  de- 
prive them  of  the    benefit  of  teaching    the 
youth ;— a  punifliment  great  enough.  For,  tho* 
they  have  no  falaries  from' the  public,  yet  as 
each  of  them  has  generally  thrice  the  number 
of  boys  that  are  in  any  of  the  clafles,  their  in- 
come  is  nothing  inferior  to  the  income  of  the 
mafters  that  are  upon  the  eftablifliment.     And 
the  college  alfo  gives  fuch  of  them,    as  be* 
have  well,   a  han^fom  gratuity  yearly;    as  a 
teftimony  of  their  being  willir-  to  encourage 

the 
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the  acquifition  of  all  polite  arts,  and  manl/ 

cifcs  among  the  youth. 

Here  Evander  paufed,  as  if  in  cxpcflation  of 
Ibme  remarks  from  me  upon  the  excellency  of 
the  inftitution  he  had  given  me  an  account  of. 
I  told  him,  that  as  far  as  he  had  yet  proceecU 
ed,  I  greatly  approved  of  it:  But  that  I 
thought  the  ftudy  of  religion,  without  which 
no  fcheme  of  education  could  be  of  advantage 
to  the  State,  or  private  perfons,  did  not  fufi^- 
ciently  enter  into  his  account  j  and  that  if  the 
Miranians  did  nothing  more  this  way  than  h^ 
had  fpoken  of^  I  judged  their  fcheme  deficient 
in  the  moft  interefting  Article.  ^ 

He  refumcd,  that  my  obfervation  was  juft; 
and  that  it  was  for  this  very  reafon  he  had  left 
the  account  of  their  method  of  inculcating  reli- 
gion and  morals  to  a  feparate  article  \  as  wclU 
becaufe  of  their  importance,  as  becaufe  they 
are  the  chief  objedt  of  the  fl-udies  of  every  clafs, 
Wid  confequently  could  not  be  brought  into  the 
account  of  any  particular  one. 

My  countrymen,  proceeded  he,  are  fully 
perfuaded  that  thofe,  who  are  entrufled  with 
the  education  of  youth,  can  d  -^  more  lading 
fcarice  to  the  interefts  of  religion  and  virtue, 
at  a  time  when  the  heart  is  fufceptible  of  every 
impreffion,  than  all  the  good  men,  armed  with 
all  the  power  of  a  country,  can  do ;  if,  for 
want  of  education,  the  heart  is  fuffered  to  be* 

Gome 
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come  callous,  as  it  were,  and  obftinate  In  the 
habits  of  vice.     They  were  therefore  extremely 
careful  to  look  for  fomething  ftill  better  than 
Jearning  in  all  the  mafters  they  chofe  into  tliia 
fcminary,  admitting   none  but  men   of  irre- 
proachable charaders ;  men  whofe  lives  fhould 
be  a  daily  comment  on  their  precepts,  and  their 
genuine  goodnefs  of  heart  a  conftant  pledge 
for  the  morals  of  the  youth  committed  to  their 
care-,    men  indefatigable  in  the  difcharge  of 
their  duty,  from  a  confcioufnefs  of  the  weighty 
truftrepofed  in  them,  and  an  unfeigned 'zeal 
for  the  prefent  and   future   interefts  of  their 
pupils  J  men,  in  a  word,  formed  to  command 
love  and  reverence,  and,  from  their  fweetnefs 
of  temper,  difpofcd  to  ftrew  the  path  to  fci- 
ence  with  rofes.     They  prudently  forefaw,  thit 
upon  their  meeting  with  men  of  this  charader 
at  firft,  not  only  depended  the  reputation  of 
the  College,  but,  in  a  great  meafure,  the  mo- 
rals and  genius  of  their  country  to  the  lateft 
generadons. 

Such  men  it  Was  their  happinefs  to  meet 
with  i  and  it  will  prove  a  pleafing  fpeculation 
to  take  a  more  particular  view  of  the  method 
of  inculcating  virtue,  which  is  pradifcd  by 
them,  and  may  be  pradlifed  by  cv^ry  <Tood 
mafter,  m  the  courfe  of  thefe  ftudies.  Some 
may  be  ready  to  imagine  that  they  bcftow  i 
great  deal  of  labor  this  way  j  but,  on  the  con- 
trary 
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trary,  though  religion  and  goodnefs  be  a  fUb* 
jedl;  always  in  their  eye,  it  is  not  always  in  theii* 
mouth.     They  know  well  enough  that  youth 
are  apt  to  give  but  a  cool  attention  to  whatever 
has  the  appearance  of  fet  ledtures,  and  formal 
difcourfes  on  morality  ♦,  while  a  word  dropt,  as 
it  were  cafually,    by  a  Ikilful   mailer,    in    a 
proper  feafon,  (hall  ftrike  fo  much  the   deeper 
as  it  was  not  expefted,  and  make  an  impreflion 
perhaps  never  to  be  erafed . 
•   His  great  Bufmefs  then,  who  would  train 
lip  youth  to  the  love  of  religion,  feems  to  con. 
fill,  in  the  firft  place,  in  getting  the  entire  pof- 
feffion  of  their  hearts,  in  keeping  a  watchful 
eye  over  them,  in  preventing  the  approach  of 
every  thing  that  is  of  a  noxious  quality,  in 
making  all  around  them  breathe   innocence, 
purity  and  truth ;    and,  laftly,  while  the  heart 
is  in  this  found  flate,  in  watching  the  proper 
opportunities  of  dropping  into  it  the  feeds  of 
goodnefs,  which  will  not  fail  to  bring  forth  an 
hundred-fold-,  provided  he  adds  to  the  whole 
his  own  example,  and  feems  fully  perfuaded 
of  the  truths  he  would  imprefs  upon  them,  ne- 
ver mentioning  religion  and  virtue,  but  witll 
the  utmoft  devotion  and  fervor  of  foul. 

Opportunities  of  this  kind  will  never  ht 
wanting  to  the  mafter,  who  has  himfelf  a  good 
heart.  I  Ihall  take  notice  of  a  few  of  them  i 
and  though  every  claffiv  author  may  be  made 

to 
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to  furnifh  them,  I  Ihali  confine  myfetf  to  the 
five  learned  clafles  laft  mentioned,  becaufe  I 
would  be  brief.  I  /hall  take  care  to  afcribe  no- 
thing more  to  the  fcholar  than  I  myfelf  have 
felt,  nor  can  I  afcribe  half  fo  much  to  the 
mafter,  as  \  have  known  the  good  Aratus  to 
put  in  pra<5licc ;  for  under  him  I  had  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  pafs  through  thefe  five  clafles,  being 
One  of  the  youth  with  whom  he  opened  the 
college,  and  which  he  could  not  open  higher 
than  the  firit  or  Greek-Clafs  aforefaid. 

Now,  in  this  clafs,  the  reading  of  Homer 
under  fuch  a  mafter,  was  like  travelling  through 
fome  delightful  country,  richly  variegated 
with  every  thing  that  could  pleafe  the  fancy  or 
exalt  the  genius.  Numerous  were  the  oppor- 
tunities which  the  good  man  took,  from  the 
writings  even  of  this  heathen  author,  to  prefs 
home  upon  us  refped  for  kings,  magiftrares, 
parents,  aau  all  fuperiors.  Beautifully  would 
he  mark  for  us  the  Decorum  and  Honejium  of 
life,  painted  in  the  characters,  and  every  thino- 
ignoble  and  unworthy  expofcd.  Often  would 
he  dwell  with  rapture  on  the  poet's  noble  images 
of  ancient  holpitality,  gcnerofity,  benevolence, 
juftice,  honor,  piety,  integrity,  friendfhip, 
fidelity,  fincerity,  intrepidity,  patience,  re- 
fignation,  and  the  like.  At  the  fame  time, 
while  he  taught  us  to  gather  the  rofes  of  fuch 
an  author,    he  not  only    made   us  Ihun  the 

f  thorns  •, 
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thorns ;  but,  as  bees  from  poifonous  herbs  ex- 
tract healing  liquids,  he  taught  us  even  to  reap 
advantages  from  thofe  abfurdities,  which  were 
niore  the  fault  of  the  age  than  of  the  poet. 
Such  are  the  monftrous  fi(5tions  about  the  na- 
ture of  the  Gods,  their  jars,  thefts,  robberies, 
rapes,  inccfts,  drunkennefs  and  the  like  ;  from 
wliich  Aratus  would  take  occafion  to  teach  us 
the  juil  value  of  thofe  facred  volumes,  which 
have  lelciicd  us  from  fuch  fuperftition  and 
bhndnefs. 

In  th'^  fecond  clafs,  what  frefh  opportunities 
did  he  find  of  leading  us  froin  woncer  to  won- 
der, and  bringing  the  Deity  as  it  were  before 
our  eyes,  ^n  the  ftudy  of  his  ftupenrtous  works ! 
How  were  our  n>inds  dilated  and  exalted  when 
he  It'd  us  to  confider  the  heavenly  bodies,  and 
puc  tnem  in  competition  with  what  we  ufually 
..ailed  great!  Even  the  terraqueous  globe  on 
which  we  dwell,  with  all  its  kingdoms  and 
boadcd  grandeur,  eemed  in  our  eye  but  a  point 
in  the  lolar-fyftem !  The  folar-fydem  itfelf 
dwindled  into  a  narrow  fpot,  when  compared 
with  the  numerous  fyftems  of  thofe  ftars  that 
in  a  clear  night  ftud  the  Cerulean  I  All  thefe 
fyftems  again  were  loft  in  the  vaft  expanfe  when 
compared  with  that  intinity  of  fyftems,  which 
philofophy's  purer  view  can  dejcry  beyond  the 
reach  of  all  optics. 

Thus 


Of  the  College  of  Mirania. 


85 


•  Thus,  having  raifed  us  from  fyftem  to 
•fyftem,  beyond  all  definite  fpace,  till  he  per- 
ceived us  loft  jn  the  imagination,  and,  as  it 
Jvere,  labouring  under  the  weight  of  our  own 
conceptions ;  the  good  Aratus,  knowing  his 
opportunity  and  exulting  in  his  fuccefs,  would 
?yrn  his  addrcfs  immediaiely  to  us  in  words 
like  thefe. 

;^^  My  dear  youths  f  I  think  it  not  ftrange  that 
^^  fuch  fpeculations  /hould  fill  your  minds  with 

wonder  and  amazement.  Yet  be  affured, 
*'•  (if  we  may  ufe  the  inadequate  language  of 
^^  men)  that  fo  far  arc  we  from  having  even  in 

thought  reached  the  limits,  that  we  are  ftill 
"  but  on  die  frontiers,  of  the  Creator's  king- 

!!  ^T'-^  ^""^  "'"''^'  ^^'"'  ""Sht  we  to  be 

.  altonifhed  at  our  own  littknefs,  and  his  9ran. 

deur,  whofe  *  hand  framed  all  thofe  clufters  of 

^^  lyflems,  kmdled  all  their>//j  and  feeds  their 

immenfe  fires  from    age    to    age  ?    How 

^^  c  anng    is    it    for    us,    the   atom-lords   of 

this  atom-world,  to  exalt  ourfelves    againft 

I*  the  great  Sovereign  of  fuch  an  incomprehen- 

^^'  fible  domain  I  How  ridiculous  to  ftrut  about 

in   pride,   and  boaft  that  all  thefe  fyftems 

♦  Whofe  arm  almighty  put  thefe  whech'ng  globes 
In  motion,  and  wound  up  the  vaft  machine ! 
Who  rounded  in  his  palm  thofe  fpacious  orbs ; 
Who  bowl'd  them  flaming  thro'  the  vaft  profound, 

-      And  fet  the  bofom  of  old  night  on  fire Dr.  Toung. 

*  2  "  ^ere 
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*' were  made  for  us ! — Certain  I  am,  that  very 
*'  different  fenfations  muft  now  actuate  yovir 
**  bofoms.  Doubtiefs,  you  have  already,  irt 
"  your  own  imaginations,  peopled  all  thefe 
"  various  fyftems  with  ten  thoufand  various  or- 
"  ders  of  beings  rifmg  rank  above  rank  in  the 
"  fcale  of  intelligence.  Nay,  if  I  deceive 
'*  myfelf  nor,  your  very  fouls  are  now  ardently 
**  affefting  that  period  when,  fliaking  off  this 
"  cumbrous  v.-hicle  of  flefli,  you  Ihall  foar  per- 
"  haps  through  the  wide  realms  oif-'nature,  fee 
'*  all  things  as  they  are,  and  be  indulged  in  a 
'*  correfpondence  with  all  thcfe  fyftems,  and 
"  all  iheir  inhabitants. —Such  affedlions  as  thefe, 
"  my  Jear  vo'.iths,  are  from  above-, — they  are 
divinely  iiifpired  i — O  check  them  not !  They 
fpeak  the  worth  and  immortality  of  your 
"  Souls  !  If  a  God,  that  does  nothing  in  vain, 
"  has  endowed  you  with  defires  fo  incommen- 
"  furate  to  all  terreftrial  objeds,  and  a  capacity 
*'  of  foarino-  fo  far  beyond  them ;  if  he  has 
"  given  you  fuch  a  reftlefs  curiofity  of  pi-ying 
"  farther  and  farther  into  the  boundlefs  fcheme 
"  of  nature ;  be  aftlired  that  this  curiofity  will 
"  not  be  fruftrated.  There  are  in  referve  for 
"  you  future  periods  of  exiftence,  when  all 
**  thefe  noble  defires  will  be  fully  fati^fied,  and 
*''fuperior  dtfplays  be  eternally  opened  upon  you, 
**  as  your  powers  are  for  ever  enlarging." 
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But  it  was  not  alone,  by  afcending  in  the 

■  Tcale  of  nature,  that  cur  amiable  ^utor  taught 

\  us  to  admire  the  Creator^  goodnefs.     We  were 

forced  to  acknowledge  him  ftill  greater,  if  pof- 

fiblc,  in  the  fmalleft  than  in  the  greateft  things, 

when  in  the  third  class  we  defcended  in  the 

ftudy  of  nature  towards  its  other  extreme. 

To  fpeak  only  of  that  fingle  branch  of  phy. 
fics  called  micrography^  how  did  it  furpriie  us  to 
difcover  living  creatures,  thoufands  of  which 
would  be  imperceptible  to  the  unaflifted  fenfe, 
fwarming  by  legions  in  each  leaf  and  grain  i 
animating  our  choiccft  viands,  mantling  our 
purcft  liquors,  and  crouding  even  the  tranfpa- 
rent  atmofphere  ?  But  when  we  were  convinced 
that  thefe  animalcules  are  fo  far  from  being  the 
laft  degree  of  fmallnefs,  that  there  are  others 
as  much  fmaller  than  them  as  they  are  fmaller 
than  us,  we  were  then  as  much  loft  in  the  di- 
vifibility  of  matter,  as  formerly  in  its  multi- 
plicity. As  in  the  one  cafe,  we  could  con- 
<;eive  no  end  of  the  magnitude  and  addition  of 
heavenly  bodies,  fo  in  the  other  we  could  con- 
ceive no  end  of  divifion  and  fmallnefs.  On 
either  fide  of  us,  the  gradation  exceeds  all  our 
conceptions  j  and,  aftonifhed  at  ourfclves,  we 
now  faw  nan  in  a  different  light.  He  that  but 
a  little  before  fecmed  only  an  atom  of  an  atom 
world,  almoft  imperceptible  in  the  bofom  of 
the  univerfe,  feemed  now  diilended  into  a  world, 

f  3  even 
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even  into  an  iiniverfci  when  compared  but  witfi 
the  laft  degree  of  perceptible  fmallnefs.  Taking 
the  view,  therefore,  on  both  fides,  we  were  na. 
turally  led  to  affign  him  his  proper  place  as  the' 
— nexus  utriufque  mundi. 

But,  to  proceed.  How  greatly  was  our 
aftonifhment  increafed,  when  we  were  convinced 
that  the  minuted  of  thefe  animals  is  formed  with 
as  exad  proportion,  nicety  and  defign  as  man 
himfelf !  That  they  have  their  drltinft  joints, 
limbs  and  veflels,  all  difpofed  in  number, 
weight  and  meafure  i  and  that— 

Each  within  this  little  bulk  contains. 
An  heart  to  drive  the  torrent  thro'  its  veins  $ 
Mufcles  to  move  its  limbs  aright ;  a  brain. 
And  nerves  difpofed  for  pleafure  and  for  pain . 
Eyes  to  diftinguifh  ;  fenfe,  whereby  to  know 

What's  good  or  bad,  is,  or  is  not,  its  foe ! 

They  too  are  pain'd  with  love— addrefs  the  fair. 
And,  with  their  rivals,  wage  deftrudive  war. 

Universe. 

Such  Ipeculations,   conduced  by  the  pious 

and  fervent  Jratus,  did  not  fail  to  imprefs  us 

with  grand  and  elevated  conceptions  of  the 

Deity ! 

"  Think,  my  dear  youths  (he  would  fay  to 
us)  "  Oh !  think  how  wonderful,  how  incom- 
•*  prehenfible  muft  that  God  be,  whofe  works 

"  are- 


Of  the  College  of  Mirania.  S9 

««  are  fo  amazingly  various !  Who  perform 'id 
"  all  thefe  minute  operations,  who  made  the 
"  fmall  heart,  and  poured  the  exceedingly  fub- 
"  tile  iiquids  into  the  fmall  vcflels,of  thefe  dimi- 
"  nutive  animalcules — all  with  the  very  fame 
"  right  hand,  wherewith  he  rounded  thofe  im- 
"  menfe  orbs,  and  launched  foith  all  ihofe 
"  fyfterns  of  worlds  through  immeafarablefpace, 
*'  whofe  magnitude  and  numbers  fo  lately  con- 
'*  founded  us !" 

Pbrgive  me,  my  Friend,  faid  Evander,  if  in 
this  part  of  my  narrative,  I  ihould  feem  tedious, 
or  difcover  any  unbecoming  raptures.  The 
time  fpent  in  thefe  ftudies  was  the  happiefl  pe- 
riod of  my  life  \  a  period  which  I  can  never 
refledt  upon,  without  having  before  me  the  idea 
of  the  good  Jratus,  pouring  forth  important 
truths  to  us,  and  leading  us  imperceptibly  from 
the  vifible  to  the  invifible  things  of  God. 

It  is  impofiible  to  exprefs  what  a  foundation 
in  piety  may  be  made,  on  fuch  occafions,  by  a 
good  and  fervent  man,  whofe  perfon  and  cha- 
racter we  love,  and  whom  we  fufped:  of  no 
defign  upon  us  but  our  own  welfare  -,  and  h.z 
who  fails  to  make  a  due  improvement  of  fuch 
opportunities  of  inftilling  goodnefs  inio  youth, 
doth  indeed  negle6t  one  of  the  moil  ellential 
defjgns  of  education.  He  negle(5ls  to  form  that 
reliihfor  the  devout  contemplation  of  God's 
works,  which  is  not  only  capable  to  give  us 

joy 
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and  fatisfaaion  in  all  conditions  of  life;  but 
will,  no  doubt,  conftitute  a  part  of  our  plea- . 
fure,  and  be  the  fubjed  of  our  contemplation 
and  wonder,  for  ever  and  ever  !  On  the  con- 
trary, he  who  embraces  fuch  opportunities, 
with  judgment  and  difcretion,  will  have  no 
reafon  to  complain  that  youth  are  unfufceptiblc 
of  ferious  impreflions  j  or  that  true  pbilofopiy  is 
unfriendly  to  religion.  Perhaps,  it  may  be  true 
of  philofophy,  as  the  poet  beautifully  exprefles 
it  from  Bacon,'" 

«  That  fhallow  draughts  intoxicate  the  brain  j 
"  But  drinking  largely  fobers  us  again." 

So  far  in  refpeft  to  the  third  class.  As 
to  the  FOURTH,  I  have  already  hinted  how  far 
the  ftudies  of  Rhetoric,  Poetry,  and  what  is 
commonly  called  the  Belles  Lettres,  tend  to 
foften  the  heart,  and  ferene  the  temper.  I  pafe 
on,  therefore,  to  the  fifth,  or  higheft  clafs. 

And  here,  what  need  I  fpeak  of  Agriculture  > 
which  is  only  a  capital  part  of  natural  know- 
ledge reduced  to  praftice  ?  Indeed  Tully  *  and 
Columella  t  have  exprefsly  honoured  this  ftudy 

•  yenio  nunc  advoluptaus  Jgricolarum,  quibus  ego  incre- 
dihiiiter  dtUaor ;  qute  ntc  ulla  impediuntur  ftneaut€t  ^ 
mi  hi  adfapientis  'vitam  proxime  accedere  videntur. 

t  Res  rttfiica,  fine  dubitatione,  prtxima  ^  quafi  con- 
/angmntafapiintim  eji, 

with 
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With  the  name  of  Wifdom  and  the  life  of  a  wile 
man  ;— a  ftudy  that  hath  given  that  happinefs 
to  the  moil  renowned  names  in  ftory,  which 
the  world  could  not  give,  and  afToi-ded  them 
folid  pleafures  in  their  declining  years,after  beintr 
cloyed  with  all  that  mankind  call  great!  In^ 
deed,  it  would  be  endlefs  to  enumerate  all  the 
opportunities  which  Aratus  here  found  of  im^ 
proving  our  religious  fentiments.  He  could 
not  explain  the  theory  of  vegetation,  without 
exhibiting  whole  worlds  of  wonders.  He 
could  not  examine  the  ftruclure  of  the  mofl: 
indifferent  plant,  without  making  us  perceive 
in  it  th-  fame  wifdom  and  defign  that  appear 
in  the  (Irudure  of  the  moft  perfedt  animal. 
He  could  not  examine  the  foflll  and  mineral 
kingdoms,  without  pointing  out  to  us  the  fame 
agreement,  fitnefs  and  defign  in  the  difpofition 
of  things,  even  amid  the  dark  recefles  and  fe- 
cret  bowels  of  the  earth,  as  on  her  beautiful 
furface.  And  her  beautiful  furface  he  could 
not  furvey  without  filling  our  hearts  with  won- 
der, love  and  gratitude. 

In  this  clafs,  having  now  arrived  to  the  laft 
ftage  of  our  ftudies,  and  juft  entering  into 
manhood,  Aratus  treated  us  more  as  his  bo- 
fom-friends  and  companions,  than  as  his  pupils 
or  fcholars ;  and  often,  when  the  feafon  per- 
mitted, would  lead  us  to  the  adjoining  fields, 
4  to 
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to  make  the  proper  remarks  on  the  different; 

plants,  trees,  (^c. 

Farly,  one  morning,  he  appointed  us  to  meet 
him  in  the  public  garden,  where,  being  con- 
vened, he  told  us,  that  the  plant  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  Ihew  us  was  not  there,  but  that  it 
grew  wild  near  the  top  of  a  mountain  at  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  diftance  to  the  northward  of 
Mirania.  To  this  place,  therefore,  he  invited 
us  to  walk,  exprefling  his  hopes  that  he  miglit 
be  able  to  furnifli  amufement  for  us,  fufficient 
to  compenfate  the  toil.  Having  reached  the 
fummit,  and  found  what  he  was  in  fearch  of, 
he  feated  himfelf  beneath  the  fliade  of  an  an- 
cient oak,  and  began  his  remarks  on  the  curio- 
fity  of  the  plant  he  had  mentioned  to  us. 

The  morning  was  ferene,  and  the  profpedt 
around  us  enchanting.  The  city  lay  open  to 
the  view,  and  the  fun  v/asjuft  darting  his  firll 
beams  to  gild  its  various  turrets  and  fpires. 
Two  mighty  rivers,  whofe  fources  are  among 
nations  and  regions  yet  unexplored,  embracing 
each  other  before  us,  rolled  their  united  flood 
in  filent  majefty  to  the  main.  On  either  bank 
Vaft  woods  and  forefts,  planted  by  nature's  own 
hand,  time  immemorial,  waved  their  graceful 
Verdure  to  every  gale ;  while,  between  thefe 
woods,  at  different  diftances,  vales  and  favan- 
nahs,  opening  interminable,  gave  a  beautiful 
<diverfity  to  ^c  fcene  — Here  gentle  brooks  me- 
^  andring 
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andring  along  their  peebly  channels,  to  pouf 
their  tributary  urns  into  thefe  larger  Hvers;  and 
there  a  rich  profufion  of  hillocks,  tufted  with 
various  trees,  among  which  groups  of  tame 
animals  fed  in  mingled  peace  and  happinefs 
V^ith  their  wild  brothers  of  the  woods,^  as  yet 
undiflurbed  by  the  barbarous  huntfman's  toiK 
The  whole  rural  profpeft  was  clofed  by  valt 
mountains,  piled  into  the  clouds,  whofe  enor- 
mous height  ev^,n  ake  the  beholder's  eye,  and 
charm  the  foul  with  delightful  grandeur. 

Turning  to  this  landlcape,  and  dropping  the 
fmall  plant  that  he  held  in  his  hand,    «  Look 
"  round  you,  my  dear  friends !    look   round 
"you,    faid  Aratusl     Who  can  confine   his 
•*  his  attendon  to  a  fingle  produftion  of  na^ 
*'  ture,  when  fuch  immenfe  fcenes  lie  beforfc 
•*  him  ?  How  infeparably  connefted  are  beauty 
"  and  utility,  magnificence  and  frugality,  in  all 
«  the  works  of  God !  Thefe  inequalities  and 
««  varieties,  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  not  on- 
"  ly  ferve  to  form  thofe  profpefts,  which  nov(r 
"  enchant  us,but  alfo  to  frudify  and  enrich  the 
"foil!  Thefe  hillocks  and  Jeffer  vallies  form 
"rivulets,  and  drain   off  the  fupen-acaneous 
"  moifture.     Thefe  rivulets  form  rivers ;  and 
"  thefe  rivers  fupply  the  expence  of  evapora- 
«'  tions  from  the  ocean.    Thefe   evaporations 
"form  magazines  of  dews  and  rsins;    and, 
"  laftly,  thefe  magazines  of  dews  and  rains  zva 
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•*  condenled,  and  brought  down  upon  the  errth, 
by  the  help  of  the  high  mountains.  Thus 
the  globe  is  ever  fupplied  with  frefh  recruits 
**  of  moifture,  and  laline  juices.  And  thusj 
"  though  all  things  differ,  all  agree  to  promote 
**  the  fame  wife  ends.  Order  walks  hand  in 
"  hand  with  variety.  The  mountains  but 
(land  the  lofty  minifters  of  the  vales.  Unlefs 
they  thus  reared  their  gelid  crefts  into  the 
(ky,  to  arreft  and  condcnfe  the  fludluating  va  • 
pors,  the  hotter  countries  would  probably 
**  be  left  deftitute  of  rain,  and  the  whole  moi- 
fture  of  the  globe  might,  by  degrees,  eva- 
v^gate  towards  the  colder  regions,  and  be 
at  length  congealed  round  the  poles  j  not  to 
"  mentioa  that  the  mountains  alfo  produce 
'*  many  curious  minerals  and  vegetables  of  fo- 
**  vercign  ufe,  which  are  not  to  be  found  elfe- 
*'  where.  Such,  for  inftance,  is  this  plant, 
"  which  we  afcended  hither  in  fearch  of,  and 
.*'  which  I  (hall  afterwards  give  you  a  further 
*'  account  of.  But  let  us,  in  the  mean  while, 
**  return  homewards,  to  avoid  the  encreafmg 
*'  heat  of  the  day." 

Aratus  having  finifhed,  and  taken  a  few  of 
the  plants  with  him,  which  he  might  readily 
have  procured  with  lefs  labor  to  himfelf,  we 
were  at  no  lofs  to  guefs  what  bad  been  his 
principal  motive  in  leading  u^  t5  this  delightful 
place. 

But 
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But  you  will  cxcufc  this  digreflion,  if  you 
Hiould  eftcem  it  fuch.  The  lafl  ftudy  to  be 
Tpoken  of  is  History,  which,  as  Aratus  ma- 
naged it,  is  nothing  clfe  but  religion  and  phi- 
lofophy  taught  by  examples. 

When  the  mirror  of  ages  was  held  up  to  us, 
and  all  the  celebrated  names  of  antiquity  made 
to  pafs  in  bright  review  before  us ;  when  we 
beheld  the  glorious  effefls  of  virtue,  with  the 
train  of  private  and  public  miferies,  which  have 
always  been  the  confequence  of  vice-,  when 
we  faw  the  public  villain  branded  with  eternal 
infamy,  and  delivered  down  as  a  malefaa:or  to. 
all  poflerity,  while  the  patriot's  naine  is  em- 
balmed, and  rendered  for  ever  illuftfious,  by 
the  concui'ring  plaudits  of  the  world  j  could  we, 
do  you  think,  forbear,  in  our  own  imagina- 
tions and  refoKitions,  to  enlift  ourfelves  for  life, 
under  the  banner  of  virtue  ?  Could  we  forbear 
to  glow  with  a  generous  defire  of  earning  the 
fair  efteem  of  good  men,  and  partakiftw  feme 
fhare  of  fame  with  thofe  venerabic  worthies 
we  read  of  ?  Or  could  we  once  think  of  com- 
mitting a  bafe  and  diftiOneft  aftion,  without 
fhrinking  from  it  with  horror,  ar  the  apprehen- 
fion  Of  the  lafting reproaches  of  mankind?  . 

The  ftudy  of  hiftory;  aiid  a  view  "bf  the 
greatnefs,  illuftrious  atchievements  and  mariners 
of  other  nations,  may,  in  fome  degree/  fupply 
the  place  of'  traveU'ing,  and  make  youth  fhake 

off 
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off  that  narrownefs  of  mind,  wiiich  is  apt  t« 
fubftitutc  the  cuftoms,  manners  and  adions  of 
the  fmall  fpot  wherein  they  were  born,  as  the 
ftandard  of  right.and  wrong,  the  model  of  eve- 
ry thing  great  and  good.  It  begets  in  them  % 
more  noble  and  generous  turn  of  thought,  ex- 
tends their  views,  and  teaches  them,  as  citizen* 
of  the  world,  to  do  impartial  jufticc  to  the  vir- 
tues of  every  people  and  nation. 

Indeed  there  is  fome  danger,  that  hifiwry, 
with  all  its  advantages,  fliould  go  too  far  in 
this  refpeft,  and  beget  a  love  of  falfe  magni- 
ficence and  external  lliew.     The   partiality  of 
hifto'-ians  to  their  own  great  men,  the  pom- 
pous ^  accounts  of  vidlories  and  triumphs,  with 
the  colorings  often  employed  to  heighten  ac- 
tions that  have  little  or  no  intrinfic  greatnefs, 
are  apt  to  dazzle  the  eyes  of  unwary  readers. 
But  here  it  was,  that  Aratiis,  ever  watchful  and 
fagacious,  took  particular  care  to  make  the 
proper  diftindions,  and  r o  cultivate  in  us  the 
tafte  of  folid  glory. 

He  would  alk  us,  whether,  in  our  own  pri, 
vate  judgment,  Timoleori,  when  he  declined 
all  the  dignities  offered  him  by  a  grateful 
people,  and  retired  to  pra<5life  in  filence  the 
virtues  of  a  private  life,  only  faving  to  himfelf 
the  pleafure  of  feeing  thoufands  happy  by  his 
means,  did  not  appear  as  venerably  great,  as 
when  he  came  at  the  head  of  an  army,  refoiv- 

ed 
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c4  cither  to  die,  or  refcue   that  people  frorp 
flavery  and  opprefTion  ?  Whether  Curius,  when 
he  rejeiled  the  vafl:  Turns  offered  him  by  the 
Samnite  ambafladors,  though  they  found  him 
fo  poor  as  to  be  cooking  his  own  fupper,  did 
not  fliew  as  much  magnanimity,  as  when  in 
the  front  of  di  eadful  war  he  conquered  wherc- 
ever  he  came  ?  Whether  Fabius  hath  not  been 
as  much  applauded  for  faving  from  deftrudiori 
his  lival  and  advcrrary,M>;««'//j,who  had  endea- 
voured :o  fupplant  him  in  the  eflf^pm  of  the 
people,  as  for  defeating  the  great  Hannibal, 
and  faving!  the  Republic  ?  Whether  Cincinna- 
tus  deferved  more  praifes  for  his  triumph  over 
the  ^qui,  or  his  immediate  abdication  of  the 
didatorfnip  (when  he  a)u]d  be  of  no  farther 
public  fervice)  and  ftealing  away  from  the  ac- 
clamations of  his  fellow-ciiizens,  to  manure  his 
little  farm,  and  ch.er    his  lovely   Racilia,  to 
whom    in  his  abfcncc  he  had  committed  the 
care  of  it?  Whether   he  might  not  appear  as 
great,  when  feated  on  an  humble  turf  he  de- 
cided  a  difference  among  his  ncighboi.r-pea- 
fants,  and  reftored  peace  to  a  poor  family,  as 
when  feated  on  the  high    tribunal  of  Rome, 
and  vefted  with  uncontroulable  authority,  he 
gave  law  and  peace  to  half  the  world  ? 

Thefe  renowned  worthies  (Aratus  would  ob- 
fervc)  when  they  conquered  nations,  faved  their 
country  and  triumphed  over  its  enemies,  did 

that 
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that  which  was  great  indeed !  Nevcrthclcft 
many  others  have  equalled  them  in  this.  But 
when  they  conquered  themfelves  -,  when  they 
faved  their  bittereft  enemies;  when  they  tri- 
umphed over  poverty,  and  would  not  ftoop  to 
gather  gold,  diadems  and  kingdoms,  for  their 
own  private  rmolument  i— they  did  that  in  which 
they  have  had  but  few  equals. 

By  contrails  like  thefe,  and  queftions  fre- 
quently ifked,  I  have  known  Aratus  labor  to 
form  and  improve  our  notions  of  true  greatnefs. 
By  laying  before  us  thofe  bright  examples  of 
public  virtue,  who  managed  the  treafures  and 
filled  the  moft  eminent  pofts  of  their  country 
with  unlullied  integrity-,  who  conquered  the 
moft  opulent  kingcioms  without  adding  a 
fingle  drachma  to  their  private  fortune  •,  and, 
whenever  their  country's  fcrvice  did  not  require 
their  immediate  prefence,  defcended  volunta- 
rily from  the  command  of  mankind  to  manure 
a  few  private  acres^and  trace  the  divine  wifdom 
in  the  works  of  nature  r,—  I  fay  by  laying  fuch 
bright  examples  as  thefe  before  us,  he  led  us 

naturally  to  this  conclufion^ That  nothing 

can  be  honourable  but  integrity  and  the  appro- 
bation of  good  men ;  nothing  (hameful  but 
vice  and  communion  with  the  bad  i  nothing 
neceflary  but  our  duty  ;  nothing  great  and 
comfortable  but  ihe  coufcientious  difcharge  of 
\ti   and  that,  true  glory  docs  not  confift  in 

breathing 


Of  ^he  College  tf  Mirahk;  ^c? 

breathing  the  fiery  fpiri:  of  w.ir,  and  thirfckig 
eagerly  after  dominion  i  but  m  delighting  to 
lee  the  world  happy  and  unalarmed,  in  fer* 
vently  flriving  to  promote  this  ha^-pinels,  in 
cultivating  the  arts  of  peace,  encou -aging 
agriculture  and  manufa^ures,  educating  Thil- 
dren  aright  as  the  rifing  hopes  of  the  ftare,  and 
fcrving  God  in  tranquiiiry  of  mind  and  purity 
of  heart.  Hiilory  Ihev.s  that  none  but  thoie 
who  a6ted  thus,  have  either  been  happy  in 
their  life,  or  efteejned  after  their  death. 

I  fliall  only  mention  one  advantao-e  more 
propofed  from  this  philofophical  review  of  the 
hiftory  of  mankind ;  namely,  that  to  behold 
the  dreadful  efteds  of  tyranny  and  relif^icus 
impolture  in  other  countries,  and  the  number* 
lefsfcenes  of  great  and  real  diftrefs  to  be  met 
with  in  their  hiftory,  not  only  teaches  the  youth 
to  kt  a  juft  value  on  the  Britifli  conftitution, 
and  that  glorious  plan  of  civil  and  religious  li- 
berty which  it  fecures  to  us,  but  alfo  tends 
more  to  humanize  the  breaft  and  to  purge  and 
regulate  the  affedlions,  than  all  the  imaginary 
diftrefs  of  the  beft  conduced  Drama. 

In  this  concluding  ledure,  Aratus,  ever  fer- 
vent, feemed  animated  with  more  than  ordinary  * 
warmth.  After  a  thorough  furvey  of  that  fer- 
vitude  and  wretchedneis  under  which  the  faf 
greater  part  of  the  human  fpecies^g'roans,— * 
•*  turn  we,  my  dear  friends  (he  would  fay)  turn 
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"  we  from  thefc  unhappy  regions,   that  pre- 
**  fent   nothing  to  the  view  but  fcenes  of  the 
*'  moft  complicated  mifery,  and  whofe  hiftory 
*'  is  little  elfe  but  the  hiftory  of  human  vio- 
*'  lence  and  human  wickednefs,  however  dif- 
•'  guifed  by  names  and  fan£lified  by   cuftom  \ 
**  Let  us  caft  our  eyes  homewards,  on  more 
joyous  profpefts  •, — a  Land  of  Liberty  -,  life 
and  property  fecure  •,  a  people  bufy  to  im- 
prove   their    unprecarious    fortune;     cities 
*'  teeming  with  wealth  -,  commerce  extended  as 
•*  far  as  winds  blow  and  waters  roll;  every  gale 
*'  and  tide  wafting  riches  into  port,  and  bear- 
•'  ing  forth  the  fruits  of  induftry  in  fair  ex- 
**  change ;  arts   and   letters  flourilhing ;   reli- 
"  gion  pure  and  uncorrupted  ;  the  loweft  fons 
"  of  labor  glad  ;  the  very  earth  delighting  tore- 
*'  ward  their  toils,  and  the  fun  Ihedding  on  it  his 
"  choiceft  beams — while  above  all,  a  King  who 
*«  is  the  common  father  of  his  people  (and  aS 
*'  fuch  reigning  in  their  hearts)  is  feen  watching 
«*  over  this  happy  conftitution  even  with  a 
**  patriot's  zeal ;  and  ufing  every  generous  ef- 
"  fort  to  refcue  the  wretched  of  other  climes 
*«from  flavery,    and  to  place  them  alfo  iri 
"  the  lap  of  Freedom  to  enjoy  the  fame  un- 
«*  fpeakable  happinefs  1   O  nmen  duke  liheri. 
*«  talis !  0  jus  eximium  nojira  civitatis !  Oh  ? 
•«  how  delightful  the  name  of  liberty !  Hot^ 
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tranfcendent  the  prerogatives  of  the  community 
to  which  we  belong  !  Happy  you,  my  dear 
friends!  and  thrice  happy, who  are  now  going 
'*  to  be  enrolled  adive  members  of  that  very 
*' fociety,  in  which,  above  all  thofe  you  have 
"  read  of  in  the  volumes  oi Jlcry, you  would  have 
"  chofen  to  live  and  to  die,  if  the  choice  had 
**  been  now  left  to  you  I  Oh  then  !  let  nothing 
"  ever  deter  you  from  afling  a  part  worthy  of 
•*  theknowlege  you  have  received,and  worthy  of 
•*  the  ineftimable  privileges  you  are  now  called 
•*  to  enjoy  1  If  there  be  any  thing  on  earth  that 
"  deferves  your  attention,  and  is  fuited  to  the 
**  native  greatnefs  of  the  human  mind,  it  muft 
**  be — To  affert  the  caufe  of  religion  and  truth; 
"  to  fupport  the  fundamental  rights  and  liber- 
«'  ties  of  mankind  ;  and  to  ftrive  for  a  confti- 
'*  tution  like  this— a  government  by  known 
"  laws,  not  by  the  arbitrary  deciftons  of  frail 
"  impaflioned  Men !" 

Thus  have  I  given  you  a  brief  fketch  of  the 
method  of  teaching  the  iciences  and  inculcating 
natural  religion  and  virtue  in  this  feminary. 
There  is  only  one  thing  wanting  to  compleat  the 
whole  J  namely,  the  iludy  of  revealed  religion, 
•And  for  this  purpofe  the  Sunday  evenings  are  fet 
apart  thro'  the  year,  when  a  ledure  is  read  in  all  the 

higherclaflfesonthefundamentalprinciplesofour 
COMMON  CHRISTIANITY  \  this  being  all  that  my 
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CCHMitrymen  can  mix  with  their  public  plan  ©f 
]|gducation,  as  well  on  account  of  the  various  reli* 
gious  perfuafions  fubfifting  among  them,  as  .[a- 
various  profeflions  for  which  the  youth  ar« 
defigned.  As  for  thofe  who  arc  intended 
for  the  facred  office  of  the  minifcry,  private 
opportunities  are  given  them  for  ftudying  their 
o\^n  particular  fyftt-ms  of  Theology  und^  fuch 
of  the  maiters  as  are  of  their  own  perfuafion. 
For  though  the  Principal  is  a  clergyman 
he  eftablifhed  religion,  which  was  thought 
reafonable  compLment  to  the  conftitution 
c:  the  country,  it  was  neverthelefs  found  expe* 
dient  to  leave  the  other  offices  open  to  men  of 
^ny  qther  protef^ ant  denomination.  And  it  is 
a  truly  edifying  fight  to  behold,  in  this  inltance, 
£0  what  an  amiable  height  the  divine  virtues  of 
Charity  and  Forbearance  may  be  carried,  upon 
the  Cnriftian  principles,  by  men  bleft  with  an 
enlarged  and  liberal  turn  of  mind ! 

And  now,  my  friend,  continued  Evander,  by 
this  time  I  hope  you  are  fully  fatisfied,  that  t^e 
iludy  of  Religion,  both  natural  and  revealed, 
enters  fuffieicntly  into  the  plan  of  this  feminary. 
Forfurel;',  when  fuch  care,  as  is  abovemen^ 
tioned,  is  taken  through  the  week,  to  tm- 
brace  ev^ry  opportunity  of  laying  a  foundatioa 
of  natural  religion  and  goodncfs,  the  greaf 
fruths  of  Chriflianity  cannot  fail  of  a  favoyjs- 
^b|e  regeption  on  tfee  Sundays,  whether  they 
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Cditie  frotn  the  irjafters  in  the  evening  clafles^ 
or  from  the  pulpit  in  the  time  of  divine 
lervice. 

Eafy  and  delightful  muft  the  tafk  of  the 
Clergy  be  when,  by  the  regulations  of  fociety, 
the  whole  inftruftors  of  youth  go  thus  hand  in 
hand  with  them  in  advancing  the  interefts  of  vir- 
tue and  piety !  Happy,  continued  Evander,  (his 
face  brightening  with  a  laudable  fondnefs  for 
his  country)  happy  are  the  people  that  arc  in, 
fuch  a  cafe  !  What  can  we  figure  to  ourfelves 
more  noble  than  the  whole  wifdom  of  a  com- 
munity, thus  ufing  every  human  effort  to  traia 
up  and  fecure  to  the  ftate  a  fucceffion  of  good 
citizens  to  the  lateft  generations  ?  What  can  wqi 
conceive  more  lovely  than  the  youA  of  a  coun- 
try thus  collc(5led  into  one  great  fchool  of  virtue, 
and  ftriving,  in  the  fight  of  the  public,  with  a 
noble  emulation  to  excel  each  other  in  every 
thing  that  does  honour  to  their  nature  ?  Can 
any  thing  be  more  praife-worthy  than  to  con- 
trive and  execute  proper  means  for  exciting  and 
encouraging  this  noble  conteft  among  youth? 
Confidered  in  this  light,  well  might  Tuily  call 
Education  a  divine  work !  Well  micrjit  Plato 
call  it  a  godlike  one  ! 

Here  Evander  concluded  his  account  of  this 
fcminary ;  and  how  far  it  may  be  imitated  or 
improved  by  you.  Gentlemen,  in  this  Province, 
is  entirely  fubmitted  to  your  wifdom. 

POST' 
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So  far,  on  a  careful  review,  the  author 
thought  the  foregoing  Idea  worthy  of  be 
ing  preferved  in  this  colledion ;  as  well  for  the 
realbns  already  given,  as  becaufe  it  contains  fen- 
timents  on  Education,  which,  'tis  lioped,  may  be 
of  ufe  in  other  young  fettlements  where  the  like 
defigns  may  be  fet  on  foot.  There  were  fome  other 
Papers  attending  it,  which  related  to  the  plan 
of  the  buildings  at  New  York,  the  choice  of 
fituation,  the  method  of  raifing  money  and  carry- 
ing the  whole  into  fpeedy  execution  there,  with 
other  matters  merely  occafional,  thrown  to- 
gether indeed  haftily,  and  of  no  ufe  now,  as 
the  defign  of  them  hath  long  fince  been  an- 
fwered.  A  very  laudable  and  promifing  femi- 
nary  was  opened  about  fix  months  afterwards 
in  that  province,  on  a  plan  fomewhat  different 
from  what  is  propofed  above,  and  nearer  the 
model  of  our  illuftrious  Englifh  univerfities, 
without  taking  the  inferior  and  preparatory 
fchools  into  the  defign.  Neverthelefs,  fome- 
thing  of  this  kind  is  ftill  intended  to  be  added, 
when  convenience  will  allow,  in  order  to  adapt  it 
more  fully  to  the  circumftances  *  of  the  country, 

•  In  the  mother  country,  where  there  are  fo  many  nobi? 
foundations  for  grammar  learning,  and  I'o  many  private 
academical  inftitutions  to  raife  youth  for  the  univerfitie», 
thei;e  is  no  occafion  for  fuch  preparatory  fchools  in  then), 
Bat  the  cafe  is  very  different  in  the  Colonies. 

In 
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In  a  neighbouring  colony,  however,  there  is  a 
ftminary  (namely,  the  College  and  Acade-^ 
MY  OF  Philadelphia,  which  I  am  now  going 
to  give  an  account  of)  that  approaches  very 
nearly  to  the  foregoing  Idea,  as  hath  been  be- 
fore hinted.  At  the  time  of  framing  and  pub- 
lifhing  this  Idea,  the  author  had  only  read  the 
printed  account  of  that  leminary,  fo  far  as  it 
had  then  advanced,  but  had  never  vifited  it ; 
nor  was  it  till  a  year  afterwards  that  he  under- 
took the  care  of  it.  Being  then  in  its  infancy,- 
and  but  of  four  years  ftasding,  it  confifted  only 
of  the  inferior  fchools,  properly  called  xh^  Academy, 
Thcfe  were  an  excellent  foundation  to  proceed 
upon ;  and,  as  fuch,  arc  mentioped  above, 
p.  49.  The  remainder,  which  compofes  the 
chief  part  of  the  foregoing  Idea,  was  the  fuper- 
ftrudlure  to  be  added  ;  and  as  the  doing  of  this 
was  to  require  time,  the  author  exhibited  his 
imaginary  feminary  at  twelve  years  (landing,  that" 
he  might  have  an  opportunity  of  reprefenting  ic 
compleat. 

Now  twelve  years  happens  at  this  time  to  be 
juft  the  age  of  the  Philadelphia-Seminary ;  and 
^  it  hath  fallen  to  the  author's  (hare  to 
prefide  over  it  during  the  laft  eight  years, 
when  the  fuperftrufture  of  the  fciences  and  the' 
collegiate  part  were  to  be  engrafted  on  the  for-' 
mcr  foundation,  the  reader  may  fee  from  the 

follow-' 
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following  account,  how  far  the  real  femifiaty^ 
as  it  now  ftands,  correfponds  to  the  ideal  one. 

The  chief  difference,  it  is  prefumed,   will 
be  found  in  the  time  allotted  to  the  fciences  and 
higher  branches  of  literature ;  the  moft  material 
parts  of  what  is  propofed  to  be  done  in  five 
years  in  the  ideal  plan,  being  reduced  to  three 
years  in  the  other.     But  this  was  matter  of  ne* 
ceflity,  not  choice.     In  the  prefent  great  de- 
mand for  young  men  of  education  in  our  colo* 
nies,  and  the  ready  fettlemtnt  to  be  obtained 
for  them  inall  the  ways  of  genteel  employment, 
it  was  not  found  poflible  to  retain  them  at  col- 
lege for  the  full  term  propofed  •,  more  elpecially 
while  the  expence  is  fo  confiderable,  and  to  be 
wholly  borne  by  themfelves.    But  when  this 
demand  fhall  be  fomewhat  abated ;  when  the 
expence  can  be  reduced,  by  fome  proper  exhi- 
bitions or  provifion  to  aid  thofe  of  confined 
circumftances  as  in  other  colIeges,and  by  bring- 
ing the  youth  into  a  collegiate  manner  of  livino- 
(which  will  be  when  the  buildings  now  on  foot  are 
finifhed)  it  is  hoped  the  term  of  years  may  then  be 
lengthened.     In  the  mean  while,  it  is  the  dmy 
of  thofe  concerned,   by  diligence    and  every 
Other  means  in  their  power,  to  bring  as  much 
as  poflible  into  the  time  allotted ;  and  this  will  ap- 
pear, from  the  following  account,  to  be  their 
^arntfft  endeavour. 

NUMBER  IL 
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Atcount  of  the  College y  Academy  and  Charitable 
School  of  Philadelphia,  in  Pennfylvania, 


IN  the  Year  1 749,  a  few  private  Gentlemen 
of  Pennfylvania,  obferving  the  vaft  acceffion 
of  people  to  that  place,  from  different  parts  of 
the  world,  bee  me  ferioufly  imprefled  with  a 
view  of  the  inconveniencies  likely  to  arife  from 
their  being  deftitute  of  the  neceflary  means  of 
Inftrudlion.  As  fundry  circumftances  rendered 
it  improbable  that  any  thing  could  be  fpeedily 
done  among  them,  in  a  public  way,  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  Knowlege,  and  at  the  fame -time 
but  very  few  of  fo  great  a  multitude  could  af- 
ford the  expence  of  educating  their  children  in 
diftant  places,  they  faw  with  concern  that  their 
country  was  not  only  in  danger  of  wanting  a 
fucceffion-of  iit  pcrfons  for  the  public  ftations  of 
life,  but  even  of  degenerating  into  the  greateft 
Ignorance. 

h  To 
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To  prevent  thefe  dreadful  evils,  they  pub- 
liflied  propofals  for  eredling  the  Englilh,  Latin, 
and  Mathematical  Schools  of  this  inftitution, 
under  the  name  of  an  *  Academy  ;  which  was 
confidered  as  a  very  proper  foundation,  on  which 
to  raife  fomething  farther,  at  a  future  period,  if 
they  (hould  be  fuccefsful  fo  far.  And  in  order 
to  carry  this  defign  into  execution,  twenty-four 
perfons  joined  themfelves  together  as  Trus- 
tees, agreeing  never  to  exceed  that  number. 

The  fcheme  being  made  public,  with  the 
names  of  the  gentlemen  concerned  in  it,  all  was 
fo  well  approved  of,  that  in  a  very  (hort  time 
the  fubfcription  for  carrying  it  on,  amounted  to 
Eight  Hundred  Pounds  per  annum,  for  five 
years;  a  very  ftrong  proof  of  the  public  fpi- 
rit  and  generofity  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
place ! 

In  the  beginning  of  January  1750,  the  three 
fchools  above  mentioned  were  opened,  namely  the 
Latin,  the  Mathematical  and  Englifh  School. 
For  it  had  always  been  confidered  as  a  veiy 
leading  part  of  the  defign,  to  have  a  good  fchool 

•  Many  gentlemen  of  the  firfl:  rank  in  the  province  gave 
their  countenance  to  this  defign,  as  foon  as  it  was  mentioned 
to  them,  and  afterwards  became  Truftees  for  it;  but  thofe 
on  whom  the  chief  care  of  digefting  and  preparing  matters 
refted,  were Thomas  Hopkinfon,  Tench  Francis,  Rich- 
ard Peters,  and  Benjamin  Franklin,  Efqrs ;  by  the  latter  of 
whom  the  original  propolals  were  drawn  up  and  publiihed. 

ia 
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in  the  mother  tongue,  and  to  have  a  perfoa  of 
abihiies  cntrufted  with  the  care  of  it. 

Oratory,    and   the  correft  Speaking  and 
Writing  of  Englifh,  are  branches  of  education 
too  much  neglefted,  as  is  often  villblc  in  the 
public  performances  of  fome  very  learned  men. 
«ut,  in  the  circumftances  of  this  province,  fuch 
a  neglea  would  have  been  Hill  more  inexcufable 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  Britilh  dominions. 
For  being  made  up  of  fo  great  a  mixture  of 
people,  from  almoft  all  corners  of  the  world 
nccelTarily  fpeaking  a  variety  of  languages  and 
dialers,  the  true  pronounciation  and  writinc.  of 
our  own  language  might  foon  be  lofl,  wicirout 
fuch  a  previous  care  to  preferve  them  in  the  rif- 
mg  generation. 

At  the  opening  of  the  above  fchools,  which 
were  intended  to  be  preparatory  to  the  higher 
parts  of  learning,  a  fuitable  fermon  was  preach- 
ed, by  Mr.  Peters,  provincial  fccretary,  from 
St.  John  viii.  32.  «  And  ye  fhall  know  the 
Truth,  and  the  Truth  (hall  make  you  Free." 

This  reverend  and  worthy  gentleman  (who, 
amid  all  the  labours  of  his  public  ftation,  as  well 
as  the  many  private  labours  in  which  his  benevo- 
Jence  continually  engages  him,  has  ftill  made  it 
his  care  to  devote  Ibme  pare  of  his  time  to  Claf- 
(Ical  Learning,  and  the  fludy  of  Diviniry,  to 
which  he  was  originally  bred)  rook  occaHon, 
trom  thefe  words  of  our  blefTed  Saviour,  to  fhew 
e  intimate  connexion  between  Truth  and  Free- 
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dom,  between  Knowlege  of  every  kind,  and  the 
prefcrvation  of  Civil  and  Religious  Liberty. 

The  inflitution,  thus  begun,  continued  daily 
to  flourifh  ;  and  at  length  the  Truftces  applied 
for  a  charter  of  incorporation,  which  they  ob- 
tained in  July  1753,  from  the  honourable  Pro- 
prietors ;  who,  at  different  times,  have  contri- 
buted in  lands  and  money,  to  the  amount  of 
Three  Thousand  Pounds  Sterling,  for 
carrying  on  the  defign — a  very  noble  and  even 
princely  benefa(ftion,  truly  worthy  of  perfons  fo 
clofely  concerned  in  the  eflential  interefts  of  the 
country  ! 

Things  having  proceeded  thus  far,  it  was 
foon  found  that  many  of  the  youth,  having  gone 
thro*  their  courfe  of  Grammar  Learning,  would 
be  defirous  of  proceeding  to  Philofophy  and 
the  Sciences  j  and  this  being  reprefented  to  the 
Trullces,  they  began  to  think  of  enlarging  their 
plan,  as  they  had  promifed  at  the  beginning.  They 
were  very  fenfiblc  that  the  knowlege  of  Words, 
without  making  them  fubfervient  to  the  know- 
lege of  Things,  could  never  be  confidered  as  the 
bufincfs  of  education.  To  lay  a  foundation  in 
the  Languages,  was  very  nccefTary  as  a  firft  fl:ep, 
but  without  the  fuperftrudlure  of  the  Sciences 
would  be  but  of  little  ufe  for  the  conduft  of 
life. 

In  confideration  of  this,  they  determined  to 
complete  the  remainder  of  their  plan,  and  ap- 
plied for  an  Addition  to  their  chartrr,  by  which 
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a  power  of  conferring  degrees  and  appointing 
Profeflbrs  in  the  various  branches  of  the  ^.rts  and 
Sciences,  was  granted  to  them.  By  this  means, 
a  College  was  added  to,  and  ingrafted  upon 
their  former  Academy,  a  joint  government  agreed 
upon  for  both  •,  the  ftylc  of  the  Truflees  changed 
to  that  of— •'  Truftees  of  the  College,  Academy 
and  Charitable  School  of  Philadelphia,  in  Penn- 
fylvania  ;"  and  the  ProfefTors  conftituted  under 
them  into  one  body  or  Faculty,  by  the  name 
of  «  The  Provofl:  *,  Vice  Proved  and  Pro- 
feflbrs, of  the  College  and  Academy  of  Phila- 
delphia." This  charter  bears  Date  May  14th 
^755- 

Having  given  a  fliort  account  of  the  rife  of 
this  inftitution,  I  proceed  now  to  give  a  view 
of  the  different  Branches  thereof,  as  they  arc 
at  prefent  •,  and  fhall  begin  at  the  loweft,  which 
confifts  of  two  Charity  Schools.  In  one  of  rheni 
forty  girls  are  taught  Reading,  Writing,  Sew- 
ing,  &c.  In  the  other,  eighty  Boys  are  taugn: 
Reading,  Writing,  and  Arithmetic,  in  order  to 
fit  them  for  the  various  forts  of  bufioefs  and  me- 
chaftic  Arts. 

The  Second  branch  is  properly  an  Englifh 
Academy,  and  confifts  of  two  parts  j  an  Eng- 
lifh and   Writing  fchool,  and  a  fchool  for  the 

•  It  was  about  a  year  before  the  obtaining  this  additional 
charter,  viz.  May  25th,  1754,  tliat  the  author  was  fettled  as 
Head  of  this  fcnjinary. 
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Praaical  branches  of  the  Mathematics,  Drawing, 
^c.  In  the  Former,  befiJes  Writing,  the  Pupils 
are  taught  tlie  Mother-tongue  Grammatically,  to- 
gether with  a  correa  and  juft  pronounciation. 
For  attaining  this,  a  fmall  roftrum  is  erefted  in 
one  end  of  the  fchool,  and  the  youth  are  frequent- 
ly exercifed  in  reading  aloud  from  it,  or  in  deliver- 
ingjhort  orations ;  while  the  Profeflbr  of  EngliOi 
and  Oratory  (lands  by  to  corred  whateve-  may 
be  amifs,  either  in  their  Speech  or  Gefture. 

Besides  this  roftrum,  which  is  in  their  pri- 
vate fchool,  there  is  ajfo  a  large  ftage  o*-  oratory 
creded  in  the  College- hall,  where  die  Speakers 
appear  on  all  public  occafions,  before  as  many 
of  the  irthabitants  as  pleafe  to  attend. 

This  part  of  the  inftitution  is  of  fingular  be- 
nefit.  It  correds  unbecoming  bafhfulnefs,  &c. 
gives  the  youth  prefence  of  mind,  habituates 
€hem  to  appearing  in  public,  and  has  been  the 
means  of  producing  many  excellent  young  Ora- 
tors, that  have  occafionally  entertained  large  au- 
diences *  5  and  it  is  hoped  will  foon  become  an 

honour 

•  A  number  of  the  ftudents  and  fcliolars,  with  very  juft  ap- 
plaufe,  performed  the  Mafque  of  Alfred  by  way  of  Oratorial 
Exercife,  before  the  Earl  of  Loudon  and  the  Governors  of 
the  feveral  colonies,  who  met  at  Philadelphia  in  the  begin- 
nipg  of  the  year  1757. 

The  choice  of  this  performance  was  owing  to  the  great  fi- 
milurity  of  CTCumllances  in  the  dilbeA  of  England  under  the 
Tanifh  /nvailon,  and  that  of  the  Co'onies  at  this  time  under 
the  ravages  and  incurfions  of  the  Indians.    The  whole  was 

applied 
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honour  and  an  ornament  to  their  country,  in  the 
various  (tations  to  which  they  may  be  called. 
This  attention  to  public  fpeaking,  which  is  be- 
gun here  with  the  very  rudiments  of  the  mo- 
ther-tongue, is  continued  down  to  the  end  ;  and 
efpecially  in  the  philofophy  fchools,  where  the 
youth  frequently  deliver  exercifes  of  their  own 
compofition,  at  commencements,  examinations, 
and  other  public  occafions. 

applLJ  in  an  occafional  prologue  and  epilogue:  and  at  any 
time  a  fufficient  number  of  fpeakers  may  be  found  to  perform 
any  piece  of  this  kind,  iti  a  manner  that  would  not  be  difagrec- 
ab!e  to  perfons  of  the  beft  tafte  and  judgment.  Mr.  Sheridan, 
it  is  to  be  prefumed,  never  heard  of  the  conftitution  of  this 
feminary,  when  he  afked  the  following  queftion  in  his  intro- 
du^ory  Difcourfe  to  Ledures  on  Elocution,  &c. 

•*  To  fnftrua  0...  youth,  fays  he,  in  the  Arts  of  Reading 
"  and  Writing,  there  are  many  feminaries  every  where  efla- 
"  bliflied,  throughout  this  realm ;  but  who,  in  thefe  coun* 
"  tries,  ever  heard  of  a  malter  for  the  improvement  of  Arti- 
*'  culation,  for  teaching  the  due  proportion  of  founds  and 
"  quantity  of  fyllables  in  the  Englifli  language,  and  for 
"  pointing  out  to  his  pupils,  by  precept  and  example,  the 
♦*  right  ufe  of  accents,  emphafes,  and  tones,  when  they  re.td 
"  aJoud,  or  fpeak  in  public  ?" 

Now  the  Profeffor  of  Englifli  and  Oratory  mentioned 
above,  is  exadly  fuch  a  Mafter  of  Articulation  as  this,  and 
has  been  employed  in  the  College  and  Academy  of  Philadel- 
phia from  its  firft  foundation.  And  if  the  many  advantages, 
that  haveanfen  from  this  part  of  the  plan,  were  fufficiently 
known,  they  would  furnifh  one  very  convincing  argument  in 
favour  of  the  point,  whichMr.  Sheridan  is  fo  worthily  driv- 
ing to  accompliftij  in  behalf  of  the  language  and  elocution 
of  his  country. 

li  4  The 
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The  Third  and  higheft  branch  of  the  inftitu- 
tion  is  the  College,  in  which  the  learned  lan- 
guages and  the  fciences  are  taught,  as  in  other  Col- 
leges and  Univerfities,  tho'  on  a  plan  fomewhac 
difffrent.  It  coniifts  of  the  Latin  and  Greek 
fchools,  and  three  Philofophy  fchools.  An  ac- 
count of  the  whole  follows. 


Latin  and  Greek  Schools* 

ift  Form  or  Stage.  Grammar.  Vocabulary. 
Sententia?  Pueriles.  Cordery.  ^fop.  Erafmus. 
N.  B.  The  youth  to  be  exad:  in  declining  and 
conjugating  J  an!  to  begin  to  write  exercif- 
es,  foV  the  better  underftanding  of  Syntax. 
Writing,  Reading  and  Speaking  of  Englifli 
to  be  continued  likewife,  if  neceflary. 

2d  Stage.  Seleflae  e  veteri  Teftamento.  Sc- 
leds  e  profanis  Authoribus.  Eutropius.  Nepos. 
Meramorphofis.  Latin  Exercifes  and  Writing 
continued. 

3d  Stage.  Metamorphofis  continued.  Virgil 
with  Profody.  Casfar's  Comment.  Salluft.  Gretk 
Grammar.  Greek  Teftament.  Elements  of  Geo- 
graphy and  Chronology.  Exercifes  and  Writing 
continued. 

4th  Stage,  Horace.  Terence.  Virgil  re^ 
viewed.  Livy.  Lucian.  Xenophon  or  Homer 
begun. 

N.  B.  This 
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N.  B.  This  year  the  youth  are  to  make 
Themes 5  write  letters;  give  defcriptions 
and  charafters;  and  to  turn  Latin  into 
Englilh,  with  great  regard  to  punduatioti 
and  choice  of  words.  Some  Englifh  and 
Latin  orations  are  to  be  delivered,  with 
proper  grace  both  of  elocution  and  gefture.' 
Arithmetic  begun. 

Some  of  the  youth,  it  is  found,  go  thro*  thefe 
ftages  in  .'ree  years,  but  mod  require  four,  and 
many  five  years  j  efpecially  if  they  begin  under 
nine  or  ten  years  of  age.  The  mafters  muft  ex- 
ercife  their  beit  difcretion  in  this  refped. 

Those  who  can  acquit  themfelves  to  fatisfac- 
tion  in  the  books  laid  down  for  the  fourth  fl-ao-e» 
after  public  examination,  proceed  to  the  ftudy  ot 
the  fciences,  and  are  admitted  into  the  Pfjilofo- 
phy  Schools,  by  the  name  of  Freflimen  or  No- 
viciates, with  the  privilege  of  being  diftinouiflied 
with  an  under-graduate*s  gown.  The  method 
of  ftudy  profecuted  in  thefc  fchouls  for  the  term 
of  three  years,  follows  •,  and  the  portion  of  read- 
ing allotted  for  each  month  is  particularly  djf- 
tinguilhed. 


tr    T    t?     TTT 
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VIEW   of  the    PHILOSOPHY-SCHOOLS. 


FIRST  YEAR. 

FissHMXNMay  ij 

Firft  Term. 

Three  Montiii. 


Second  Term. 
Three  Months. 


January, 
Third  Term. 
Pour  Months. 

f 
Remarks. 


SECOND  YEAR. 

Juniors.   May  15, 

Firft  Term. 

Three  Months. 


Second  Term. 
Three  Months. 


FORENOON. 


INSTRUMENT~AL    PHTlOSOPH  Y~ 
LECTURE     I.        .         L  E  C  T  U  R  £     n. 


Lat.  Se  Engl.  Exercifes  continued 


The  fame. 


Logic  with  Metaphyfics. 


N.  B.  At   lelfure   hours  Dif- 
putation  begun. 


Logic,  &€•  reviewed. 
Surve}iii)g  and  Dialling, 

Navigati«in. 


Conic  Sections. 
Fluxions. 


MORAL  PHILOS.  begun. 


January 
Third  Term. 
Four  Months. 

Remarks. 


THIRD  YEAR. 
Sknioks.    May  15, 

Firft  Term. 
Three  Months. 

Second  Term. 
Thiee  Months, 


January, 
Third  Term. 

Fuyr  Monfhi:. 


Common  Arithmetic  reviewed 
Decimal  Arithmetic. 
Algebra. 


Fraftions  and  Extraft.  Roots. 
Equations,  fimple  &  quadratic 
Euclid,  firft  fix  Books. 


Euclid  a  fecond  Time. 
Logarithmical  Arithmetic. 


Plain  Si  Spherical  Trigonometry. 


Euclid,  inh  Book. 
— -^ — •  1 2  th  Ditto, 
Architefture,  with  Fortificat. 


NAT.  PHILOSOPHY  begun. 


Viz.  Compend.  of  Ethics. 
N.  B.   Difputation  continued. 


Ethics  continued. 
Natural  and  civil  Law. 


Introduction  to  Civil  Hiftory. 

to  Laws  and  Government. 

to  Trade  and  Commerce. 


Viz.  General  Propert.  of  Body, 
— — — — —  Mechanic  Powers, 

"  — Hydroftatics. 
•  —  Pneumatics. 

N.  B.   Declamation  and  pub- 
lic Speaking  continued. 


Light  and  Colours. 
■  Optics,  &c. 
Perfpeftive. 


Artronomy. 
Nat.  Hift.  of  Vegetables. 
—  of  Animals. 


Review  of  the  Whole. 


Examinat.  fnr  nci»r-<.  ^f  0    a 


Chemiftry, 
Of  Foflils. 
Of  Agriculture. 

N.  B.  Thro'  all  the  Years, 
the  French  Language  may  be  ftu- 
t)ied  at  leifuie  Hours. 

"~~  flHST 


FIRST  YI 


SECOND  YI 

Juniors.   Ma 

Firft  Tern 

Three  Moni 

Second  Ten 
Thre?  Monti 


Firft  Term 
Three  Monti 

Second  Tern 
Three  Monti 
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FIRST   YEAR. 

FRisHMEN.Mayi5 

firft  Term, 

Three  Monthi. 

Second    Term. 
Three  Months, 


January 
Third  Term. 
Four  Monthj. 

Remarks. 

SECOND  YEAR. 

Juniors.   May  15, 

Firft  Term. 

Three  Months. 

Second  Term. 
Thre?  Months. 


AFTERNOON. 
Claflicaland  Rhetorical  Studies. 

LECTURE 


TTI. 


Homer's  Iliad. 
Juvenal. 


PRIVATE    HOURS. 

Books  recommended  for  improv- 
ing the  Youth  in  the  variou' 
Branches. 


Pindar, 

Cicero,  feledl  Parts, 

Livy  rcfumed. 


Thucydidcs,  or 
Eliripides. 
Wells's  Dionyfius. 

N.  B,    Some  Afternoons  to  be 
I'pared  for  Declamation  this  Year. 


Introdudlion  to  Rhetoric. 
Lonjinus,  critically. 


January 
Third  Term. 

Four  Months. 

Remarks. 


THIRD  YEAR. 
Seniors,    May  15, 

Firft  Term. 
Three  Months. 

Second  Term. 
Three  Months. 

-        Januarv 
Third  Term, 
Four  Months, 


Horace's  Art  of  Poet;  y,  critically. 
Ariftot,  Poet.  &c.  critically. 
Qa^intilian,   feledt  Parts. 


COMPOSITION  begun. 
Cicero  pro  Milone, 

Demofthenes  pro  Cttfiphon, 

N.  B.  During  the  Application 
of  the  Rules  of  thefe  famous  O- 
rations,  Imitations  of  them  are 
to  be  attempted  on  the  Model, 
of  perfect  Eloquence, 


Spectators,  Ramblers,  &c,  foi 
the  Improvement  of  Style,  and 
Knowlege  of  Lire. 

Barrow's  Leftiires.  Pardie's 
Geometry.  Madaurin's  Alge^ 
bra,  Ward's  Mathematics.  Keil's 
Frifonometry. 

Watts'sLoyo,  and  Supplement. 
Locke  on  humin  Underftanding. 
Hutchefon's  Metaphyfics.  Vare- 
nius's  Geoyaphy,' 

Watts 's  Ontology  and  Eflays. 
King  de  Grig.  Mali,  with  Law's 
Notes,    Johiifon's  Elem.  Philof, 


Epiaeti  Enchiridion. 
Cicero  de  Officiis, 
Tufcubn  Qiiseft, 
Memorabilia  J^enoph,  Grec!c. 

Pjtavii  Rationar.  Temporum, 
PI  110  de  Lettibiis. 
Hrotius  dc  Jure,    B.&P. 

Afternoons  of  this   -jd  Term, 
for    Compofition     and    Decl.una 
tion  on  Moral  and   Phvfiol  Sub- 
jeds.— .Pnilolbphy  Ails  htlj. 


Voflius.  Bodli,  Pere  Bohours. 
Dryden's  Elfays  and  Prefaces. 
pence  on  Pope's  Odyfll'y. 
Trapp's  Prajleft.  Poet.  Diony- 
lius  Halicarn.  Demetrius  Pha- 
lereus.    Stradx  Prolufiones. 

Patoun's  Navigation.  Grego- 
-y's  Geometry— jn  Fortification. 
Simfon's  Conic  Scdtions.  Mac- 
aurin's  and  Emcrfon's  Fluxions. 
Palladio  by  Ware. 

Helfham's  Leiftures.  Cravc- 
fande.  Cote's  Hydroftatics.  Defa- 
uliers.  Mufclienbroelc.  Keil's 
ntrodudion.  Martin's  Philo- 
ro(>hy.  Sir  Ifaac  Newton's  Phi- 
!')<bphy.  MacL.urin's  View  of 
.Jitro.     Rohault  per  Clarke. 


^  Pulicndorf  by  Barbeyrac. 
Cumberland  de  Leg,  Sidney, 
i-Iarriiigton,  Seneca,  Hutchefon'* 
vVorks.    L(Kke  on  Government 

looker's  Polity, 

Scaliger  lie  Emcndatione  Tern, 
'orum.  Preceptor.  Le  Clerc's 
v^ompend.  of  Hiftory— — Gre. 
.jory's  Afl-ronomy, — Fortefcue  on 
r.avis.  N.  Bacon's  Difcourfes, 
^Ay  Lord  Bacon's  Works.  Locke 
■n  Coin.  Davenanr,  Gee's  Com- 
penl  Ray,  D<rha;n,  Spedtacie 
'e   la  Nature.      Keliciius    P!i; 

lofpher 1 — Holy  BiRr.K,to 

be  reai     daily   from    the    Begin- 
imp,  anil  now  to  fuDcly  the 


.icie.-icies;  of  tbt  Whole, 


Dc 


con: 


il 
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CONCERNING  the  foregoing  plan,  it  is 
to  be  remarked  that  ilfe  ulelf  being  too 
Ihort  to  attain  a  perfcd:  acquainfancc  with  the 
whole  circle  of  the  Sciences,  nothing  can  be  pro- 
pofed  by  any  fcheme  of  Collegiate- Education,  but 
to  lay  fuch  a  general  foundation  in  all  the  bran- 
ches of  literatur  ,  as  may  enable  the  youth  to 
pcrfed  themfelves  in  thofe  particular  parts,  to 
which  their  bufinefs,  or  genius,  may  afterwards 
lead  them  -,  and  ""-arce  any  thing  has  more  ob- 
ftruded  the  advancement  of  found  learning,  than 
a  vain  imagination,  that  a  few  years,  fpent  at 
college,  can  render  youth  fuch  abfolute  Mafters 
of  Science,  as  to  abfolve  them  from  all  future 
ftudy. 

Those  concerned  in  the  management  of  this 
Seminary,  as  far  as  their  influence  extends, 
would  wifh  to  propagate  a  contrary  doctrine; 
and  tho'  they  flatter  themfelves  that,  by  a  due 
execution  of  the  foregoing  plan,  they  fhall  en- 
rich their  country  with  many  minds,  that  are 
liberally  accomplilhed,  and  fend  out  none  that 
may  jufl:ly  be  denominated  barren,  or  unim- 
proved; yet  they  hope,  that  the  youth  commit- 
ted to  their  care,  will  neither  at  college,  nor 
afterwards,  reft  fatisfied  with  fuch  a  general 
knowlege,  as  is  to  be  acquired  from  the  public 
ledures  and  exercifes.  They  rather  trult  that 
thofe,  whofe  tafte  is  once  formed  for  the  acquifi- 

cion 
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tion  of  folid  Wifdom,  will  think  it  their  duty 
and  moft  rational  fatisfadion,  to  accomplifh 
themfelves  ftili  farther,  by  manly  pcrfcverance  in 
private  ftudy  and  meditation. 

To  direft  them  in  this  refped,  the  laft  co- 
lumn contains  a  choice  of  approved  writers  in 
the  various  branches  of  literature,  which  will  be 
eafily  underftood  when  once  a  foundation  is  laid 
in  the  books  to  be  ufed  as  claflics,  under  the  fe- 
vcral  leftures.  For  thefe  books  will  not  be  found 
in  this  laft  column,  which  is  only  meant  as  a 
private  library,  to  be  confulted  occafionally  in 
the  ledures,  for  the  illuftration  of  any  particular 
part ;  and  to  be  read  afterwards,  for  compleat- 
ing  the  whole. 

In  the  difpofition  of  the  parts  of  this  fcheme, 
a  principal  regard  has  been  paid  to  the  con- 
nexion and  fubferviency  of  the  Sciences,  as  well 
as  to  the  gradual  openings  of  young  minds. 
Thofe  pares  are  placed  firft,  which  are  fuited  to 
ftrengthen  the  inventive  faculties  and  are  inftru- 
mental  to  what  follows.  Thofe  are  placed  laft, 
which  require  riper  judgment,  and  are  more  im- 
mediately connedled  with  the  main  bufinefs  of 
life. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  propofed  that  they 
fliall  never  drop  their  acquaintance  with  the  claf- 
Jic  Sa^es.  They  are  every  day  called  to  con- 
verfe  with  fome  one  of  the  ancients,  who,  at  the 
fame  time  that  he  charms  with  all  the  beauties 
of  language,  is  generally  illuftrating  that  parti- 
cular 
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cular  branch  c;  philofophy  or  fcicnce,  to  which 
ihe  other  hours  of  the  day  are  devoted.  Thus, 
by  continually  drawing  Ibmething  from  the  mod: 
admired  mafters  of  fentimcnt  and  exprefllon,  the 
tafte  of  youth  will  be  gradually  formed,  to  juft 
Criticifm,  and  mafterly  Compofition. 

For  this  reafon,  Compofition,  in  the  ftrift 
Meaning  of  the  term,  cannot  well  be  begun  at 
an  earlier  period  than  is  propofed  in  the  plan. 
The  knowlege  of  Mathematics  is  not  more  ne- 
ceflary,  as  an  introduaion  to  natural  philofophy, 
than  an  acquaintance  with  the  beft  ancient  and 
mode^fn  writers,  efpecially  the  Critics,  is  to  juft 
Compofition ;  and,  befides  this,  the  topics  or 
materials  are  to  be  fupplied,  in  a  good  meafure, 
from  Moral  and  Natural  *  Philofophy. 

Thus,  it  is  hoped,  the  ftudent  may  be  led 
thro*  a  icale  of  eafy  afcent,  till  finally  rendered 
capable  of  Thinking,  Writing  and  Afling  well  5 
which  are  the  grand  obje^s  of  a  liberal  educa- 
tion.  At  the  end  of  every  term,  fometimc 

is  allowed  for  recreation,  or  bringing  up  (lower 
Geniufes. 

No  doubt,  thofe  who  compare  this  plan  with 
what  is  laid  down  in  the  preceeding  eflay,  will 
think  the  term  of  three  years  too  fcanty  2  period 
for  the  execution  of  every  thing  here  propofed. 
And  it  muft  be  acknowledged  that  a  Jon»er  pe- 

*  See  Difcourfe  vi;  and  alfo  the  foregoing  number  of  this 
Appencfjx, 

8  riod 
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nod  would  be  neccflary.  But  circumftances  muft 
always  be  regarded  in  the  execution  of  every 
plan  J  and  the  reafon  of  confining  the  execution 
of  this  to  the  term  of  three  years  hath  been 
mentioned  in  the  poftfcript  to  the  former  num- 
bcr. 

The  Whole  in  one    VIEW. 

Mafterj, 
The  Provoft  and  VIce-proroft 

- S  "5*=  f^'-ofeflbrof  Languages,  '3 

C  Student.  a«d  Scholars  in  this  Part^S;.?"'!^"'!''-'!::""'*'^- 

*■  Scholars  in  this  Part  about       —       __"*  

Charity   K^^f  J°^  Charity  Boys.  One  MaftTTand  one  Aflil.nt 

Schools,  i  5^^°°'  ^°5  Chanty  Girls.  One  Miftrefs. 

C  Scholars  in  this  Part    —    — .     —     _    .^ 


Schools. 
r  Three  Philofophy  Schools. 
College.  J  Latin  and  Greek  Schools. 


Acade- 
my. 


90 


In  all. 
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310 


The  <:hicf  Maflers  are. 

William  Smith,  D.  D.  Prov^oft  of  the  Semi- 
nary, and  ProfefTor  of  Natural  Philofophy 
Francis  Alifon,  D.  D.  Vice-Provoft,  and  Pro- 
fefTor of  Moral  Philofophy  ;  Ebenezer  Kinner» 
fley,  M.  A.  ProfefTor  of  Oratory ;  John  Beve- 

iv-^''  ^'  ^:/^°^^^^^  «f  Languages;  Hugh 
Wilhamfon,  M.  A.  ProfefTor  of  Mathematics 


The  prefent  Truftees  are- 


Richard  Peters,  Efq;  Prefident  of  the  Board,  by 
annual  Ele(5tion, 

The 
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The  Honourable  James  Hamilton,  Efq;  Lieute- 
nant Governor  of  the  Province. 
The  Hon.  William  Allen,  Efq-,  Chief-Juftice. 

William  Coleman,  Efqj  Third  Judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court. 

Alexander  vStedman,  Efq;  Firft  Judge  of  the 
Common  Pleas. 

Edward  Shippen,  Efq-,  Judge  of  the  Admiralty. 

Benjamin  Chew,  Efq-,  Attorney-General. 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Efq*,  L.  L.  D.l 

Jofeph  Turner,      "|  1  . , ,  ^ 

^\T\v      n\      n.  A  Aldermen  of 

William  FJumfted,  l  h     r* 

Abraham  Taylor,    ^Efqrs;  ^,^.,   ,'/.  .^ 

William  Cox.  PluUdelph.a, 

Thomas  Willing, 

Thomas  Cadwalader,* 
^Thomas  Bond, 
iPhineas  Bond, 
William  Shippen, 
'John  Inglis, 

Thomas  Leech, 
Meflrs.  <  Thomas  White, 

Samuel  M'Call,    . 

^Philip  Syng,         J 

The  Reverend  Mr.  Jacob  Duche,  one  of  the 

Minifters  of  Chrift-Church. 
One  Seat  vacant. 


Drs. 


iPhyficians* 


>GentIemen. 


I 


Thus  we  fee  that  this  inftitution  is  placed  on 
a  moft  enlarged  bottom)  being  one  great  Collec- 
tion 


and  Acaaemy  of  Philadelphia,  125 

tion   of  Schools,  under  a  g^-nera!  government  j 
in  which  all  the  branches  and  Ipeces  of  education 
are  earned  on  that  can  be  conceived  ntcelTary  for 
any  community,  whether  in  the  learned  Profejfwns, 
in  Menhandife,  in  the  mechanic  Arts,  or  inferior 
callings.     It   may,  therefore,  be  proper  now  to 
give  a  fliort  fkttch  of  the  methods,  by  which 
difcipline  and  good  order  are  preferved,  amona 
fuch  a  variety  of  frhools  ftudcnts,  and  f.holars^ 
The  chief  power  is,  by  Charter,    lodged   in 
twenty- four   Truftees,  who  muft  all  be  refidcnt 
hot   only    within   the  province,  but  within  five 
miles   of   the  City.     All  matters  of  higher  im- 
port are  to  be  decided  by  their  council  and  di- 
teftion  ;  and  all  Jnws  are  either  to  be  made  by 
them,  or  receive  a  final  fanaion  from  them.    No 
ftudent  can  receive  the  honours  and  ordinary  de- 
grees of  the  college,  without  a  previous  exami- 
nation in    their  prefence,  and  a  Mandate  under 
their  privy-feal  and  the  hands  of  a  majority  of 
them.     Nor  can  even  an  honorary  Dcj:^ree  be 
conferted  without  a  like  Mandate,  under  die  f^id 
privy-feal  and  the  hands  of  at  lead  two  thirds  of 
the  whole  bady;  which  regulatior.s  mull  always 
be  a  means  of  preventing  a  proftirution  of  thofe 
degrees  and   honours  to  the  Illiterate  and  Unde- 
ferving,  which    Ihould   be   the   reward   of  real 
Learning  and  Worth. 

.  In  order  to  do  their  duty  as  truft^es  more  ef- 
fedually,  they  fet  apart  the  fecond  I^uefday  of 
€vcry  monrj',    for  vjfiting  and  examining   the 

^  ffhoois. 
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fchools,  converfing  and  advifing  with  the  maftefSi 
fiKOuraging  ihediulen*'  rr  -^rding  to  their  feverai 
degrees  of  merit.  uvJ  diking  fuch  regulations 
as  may  be  thoiigr  "xfTary.  All  the  fchools 
have  their  turns  m  vifitations ;  which  are 

truly  calculated  t")  kcpn  up  the  fpirit  of  the  infti- 
tution,  and  pror.  r  'iligence,  emulation  and 
good  behaviour  among  the  fcholars. 

Besides  thefe  ftated  meetings,  their  prefident^ 
who  is  chofen  annually,  has  a  power  of  calling 
other  meetings  on  any  particular  occafion. 

Under,  thcietruftees,  the  principal  maftersare 
conftituted  into  a  Faculty,  or  common   body^ 
with  all  the  powers   necelTary  for  the  ordinary 
government  of  the  fchools  and  good  education  of 
the  youth.     They  are  to  meet,  in  Faculty,  at 
Tcfifl  once  in  every  two  weeks,  and  at  fuch  other 
times  as  the  Provoft,  or  fenior  member  prefent,- 
fhall  think  fit  to  call  them,  or  any  two  members 
dcTne  him  fo  to  do.     At  thefe  meetings  they  are 
to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  fchools,  and  fee 
that  the  feveral  parts  of  education  be  regularly 
carried  on,  and  the  laws  of  the  inftitution  duly 
executed  and  obferved.     Thty  have  alfo  power 
to  enad  temporary  Rules  and  Ordinances,  to  be 
in  force  as  Laws,  till  the  firft  enfuing  meeting, 
of  the  Truftees ;  before  whom  they  are  then  to 
be  laid,  in  oi'der  to  be  altered,  amended  or  eon- 
iirmed,  or  left  probationary  for  a  longer  period,- 
or  wholly  laid  afide,  as  they  (hall  think  6t. 
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Bv  this  method,  all  Laws  either  do,  or  may 
take  their  rife  from  mafters,  who  being  daily 
prefent  in  the  inftitution  know  belt  what  regu'i- 
tions  and  orders  may  be  wanted.  At  the  famfc 
time,  as  thefe  regulations  are  to  receive  their  laft 
fanJlion  from  the  Truflecs  and  Vifiiors,  who 
are  men  of  experience,  influence  and  probity, 
and  have  children  of  their  own  to  educate,  we 
may  be  certain  that  nothing  can  obtain  the  force 
of  a  (landing  Law,  bur  •  !nt  is  found  falutary 
and  good  upon  triaK 

By  the  prefcfnt  rules,  the  faculty  of  mafters 
meets  every  Thurfday  noon,  and  all  the  fchools 
are  afTemWed  before  them  that  they  may  examine 
the  weekly  roll,  and  call  delinquents  to  account. 
As  many  of  Che  youth  are  too  big  for  corporal  pu- 
nifhment,  there  are  fmall  Fines  by  the  laws  agree- 
able to  the  nature  of  the  offence,  and  the'^cuf- 
tom  of  other  colleges.  Whatever  money  is  thui^ 
raifed  from  the  Hothful  and  refra^ory  in  Fines  • 
IS  appropriated  in  Rewards  to  the  diligent  anct 
6bedient ;  fo  that  any  youth,  who  has  once  been 
a  delmquent,  may  have  an  opportunity  of  getting 
back,  by  future  cafe,  what  he  forfeited  bv  for- 
mer negleft. 

These  Rewards  and  PuniHiments  arc  both 
admmiftrcd  in  the  mbft  public  manner;  and,  in 
fliort.  the  whole  difcipline  is  fo  reafonable  and 
juft,  that  any  youth  who  might  defire  to  break 
thro'  the  rules  of  thi.n  inflitution  in  his  younger 

^  2  yearly 
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years,  can  hardly  be  expefted  to  fubmit  to  the 
rules  of  civil  Society  itfelf  when  grown  up. 

As  to  the  plan  of  education,  great  care  has 
been  taken  to  comprehend  every  ufeful  branch 
in  it,  without  being  burdenfome,  or  launching 
into  thofe  that  are  unnecefTary, 

The  principal  matters  are  men  who  have  fe- 
verally  given  fpecimens  of  their  fkill,  in  thofc 
particular  parts  of  literature  which  they  profefs. 
Nor  is  it  any  objedion,  but  rather  an  advan- 
tage, particularly  to  the  youth  intended  for  bu- 
finefs  and  public  life,  that  the  building  is  within 
the  city.  By  good  rules  and  good  example, 
the  Morals  of  youth  may  be  as  eafily  preferved, 
in  a  great  and  well-policed  city,  as  in  a  fmall 
village  i  if  we  can  fuppofe  any  place  to  continue 
fmall  where  fuch  a  feminary  is  once  founded. 
When  I  fpeak  fo,  I  would  be  underftood  to  mean, 
when  the  youth  all  lodge  in  the  houfes  of  their 
parents,  or  in  lodgings  within  the  walls  of  the 
college  i  a  proper  number  of  which  are  now 
creding,  at  a  very  confiderable  expence. 

In  this  inftitution,  there  is  a  good  Apparatus 
for  experimen;.';  in  Natural  Philofophy,  done  in 
England  by  the  beft:  hands,  and  brought  over 
from  thence,  in  different  parcels.  There  is  alfo, 
in  the  'experiment  room,  an  Eledricai  Apparatus, 
chiefl)  the  invention  of  one  of  the  *  Profeflbrs, 
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and  perhaps  the  completeft  of  the  kind,   now  in 
the  world. 

This  is  a  faithful,  tho*  brief,  account  of  the 
-whole  feminary;  and  what  a  bleffing  muftit 
prove  to  the  continent  of  America  in  general,  as 
well  as  to  the  province  in  which  it  is  founded  ? 
What  advantages  may  not  the  youth  reap,  amid 
fo  many  opportunities  of  improvement,  and  fo 
many  incitem.ents  toinduftry  -,  where  themafters 
tranfadl  every  thing  by  joint  advice  ;  where  all 
poflible  regard  to  religion  and  morality  is  kept 
up,  and  the  whole  open  to  the  vifitation  and  fre- 
quent infpedion  of  a  number  of  gentlemen  of 
rank  and  charafler  ? 

May  there  never  be  wanting  a  fucceffion  of 
fuch  gentlemen  to  take  the  truft  and  care  of  it ; 
and  may  it  continue,  to  the  lateft  times,  a  fiiin- 
ing  light  to  the  world  around  it  and  an  honour 
to  the  province,  as  long  as  any  memorial  of  vir- 
tue and  letters  fhall  remain  among  mankind  I 
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NUMBER    III. 

v^  Charge  delivered  to  the  Craduates  iit 
the  Jirfl  jiuniverfary  Commc?icement  in  the 
College  of  Philadelphia, 


I 


Gentlemen, 

YOU  now  appear  as  Candidates  {qi  the  firft 
honours  of  this  inftitution.  The  free 
fpirit  that  it  breathes  permits  us  not  to  bind  you 
to  us  by  the  ordinary  ties  ot  oaths  and  promiies. 
Irftead  thereof,  we  would  rely  on  thofe  prin- 
ciples of  virtue  and  goodnefs  which  we  have  en- 
ueavoured  to  cultivate.  Suffer  me,  therefore, 
(i£  you  go,  to  futr  sp  all  our  former  labours  for 
you,  in  this  place,  by  one  laft  and  parting 
charge. 

Surely — to  live  is  a  ferious  thing!  /  nd  yen 
are  now  about  to  ftep  into  life,  and  embark 
in  all  its  bufy  fcencs.  It  is  fit,  then,  that  you 
lhou|d  make  a  paufe — a  folemn  paule— at  its  por- 
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tal,  and   confider   well   what  is  expt:6t?d  from 
you,  and  how  you  are  prepared  to  perform  it, 

On  the  one  hand,   you  will  have  all  the  dan- 
gers and  indil'crecions  of  youth  to  grapple  with, 
at  your  firO.  fcuing  out  in  the  Vvorld.     Raw  and 
unexperienced    in   its    ways,  you  will   be  apt  to 
confider  yourfelves  as  fct  loofe  from  the  reins  of 
difcipline,  and  to  look  abroad  in  it  with  con- 
fcious   rapture,   and   the   molt   buoyant  hopes. 
The  fulhicls  of  Wood,  the  ftrengtli  of  paffion, 
the  conilant  call  of  pleafure,  and  the  harlot-form 
of  vice,  will  be  apt  to  bear  down  that  fober  wif- 
dom   and  cool  refledion,   which  are   your  beft 
guard.      At  every  gia--        eiyfian   fcenes   and 
fairy  profptds  will  op           ore  you-,  fecmingly 
fo  variegatd  with  beau>,      and  ilored  with  plea- 
fure, that    the   choice  will   perpkx  you.    '  But 
alas !    thefe  lead  not  all  to  the  bowers  of  joy ! 
many  will  only  fcduce  you  from  the  path  of 
virtue,  by   falfe  appearances  of  happinefs,  and 
draw  you  on,  through  meads  of  unreal  blifs,  to 
the   fool'S   paradife;    a  deceitful  region,  which 
proves  at  lall  to  be  but  the  valley  of  the  fliadow 
of  death,  where  fnakes  lurk  under  thegrafs r 

And,  mid  the  rofes,  fierce  repentance  rears 
Her  horrid  cretl * 

On  the  otht-;  hand,  you  will  find  the  world 
inclined  to  make  but  fmall  allowances  for  the 


*  nr 
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(lips  of  youth.  Much—very  much— will  be  ex- 
peded  from  you.  Your  fuperior  opportunities 
of  knowlege,  the  many  fpecimens  of  genius  you 
have  already  exhibited,  will  give  your  friends 
and  country  a  tight  to  expedl  every  thing  from 
you  that  is  excellent  or  praife-worthy. 

Oh  !  then,  let  no  part  of  your  future  con- 
du6b  difgrace  the  lefTcns  you  have  received,  or 
difappoint  the  hopes  you  have  fo  juftly  raifed ! 
Ccnfider  yourfelves,  from  this  day,  as  diftin- 
guifhed  above  the  vulgar,  and  called  upon  to  acl 
a  more  important  part  in  life  !  flrive  to  Ihine 
forth  in  every  fpccies  of  moral  excellence,  and 
to  fupport  the  charadcr  and  dignity  of  beings 
formed'for  endlcfs  duration !  Th^  Chriftian  world 
ftands  much  in  need  of  inflexible  patterns  of  in- 
tegrity and  public  virtue ;  and  no  part  of  it  mor'2 
fo  than  the  land  you  inhabit. 

Remember  that  fuperior  talents  demand  a 
fuperior  exercife  of  every  good  quality  ;  and  that, 
where  they  produce  not  this  falutary  tffed,  it 
were  far  better  for  the  world  to  be  for  ever  with- 
out them.  Unlefs  your  education  is  k^n  con- 
fpicuous  in  your  lives,  alas !  what  will  be  its  fig- 
nificancy  to  you,  or  to  us  ?  Will  it  not  be  deem- 
ed rather  to  have  been  a  vain  art  of  furnifhing 
the  head,  than  a  true  difcipline  of  the  heart  and 
manners } 

If,  then,  you  regard  the  credit  of  this  inftitu- 
pon,  which  will  travail  in  concern  for  you,  till 

you 
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you  are  formed  into  ufcful  men ;  if  you  regard 
your  own  credir,  and  the  credit  of  the  many  fuc- 
ceeding  fetts  of  youth,  who  may  be  fired  to  glo- 
ry by  your  example  -,  let  your  condud  in  the 
v/orld  be  fuch,  at  leaft,  as  to  deferve  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  wifer  and  better  part  of  it.  Re- 
member you  are  the  firft  who  have  received  the 
honours  of  this  feminary.  You  have  been  judg- 
ed dopbly  deferving  of  them.  O !  think,  then, 
what  pain  it  would  give  us,  fhould  we  be  difap- 
pointed  in  you,  our  firft  and  moft  hopeful  Tons ! 
What  a  reproach  would  it  be  to  have  it  faid  that, 
under  us,  you  had  obtained  all  forts  of  learning, 

and  yethad  not  obtained  Wifdom-^ efpecially 

that  Wifdom,  which  has  for  its  beginning  the 
Fear  of  God,  and  for  its  end  everlafting  felicity ! 
But  we  have  every  reafon  to  expcd  far  better 
things  of  you.  And,  in  that  expedlation,  I 
(hall  beg  leave  to  propofe  a  few  rules,  which, 
being  well  obferved,  will  contribute  greatly  to 
your  fuccefs  in  life.  They  ihall  be  confined  to 
two  heads. 

ift,  How  to  live  with  Yourfelves,  and  your 
God. 

2dly,  How  to  live  with  the  World. 

Perhapo  this  may  be  deemed  a  very  needlefs 
work  at  this  time.  But  my  heart  yearns  to- 
wards you.  I  cannot  eafily  part  v/ith  you.  And 
though  I  fliould  only  repeat  what  you  have  of-* 
ten  heard  in  the  courfe  of  our  lectures  in  this 
place  J    yet,   being  liid  together  in  one   flior^ 

view- 
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view,  and  delivered  before  fuch  a  number  of 
witnefles,  *tis  probable  the  impreflion  may  be 
fo  much  the  deeper.  And,  that  it  may  be  fo,  I 
(hall  not  amufe  you  with  high  drawn  cha- 
rafters  and  vifionary  precepts  -,  the  creatures  of 
fancy's  brain,  worked  up  beyond  the  life.  Such 
may  allude  the  eye,  but  they  will  not  fway  the 
pradlice.  They  may  induce  defpair,  but  they 
will  not  quicken  induftry.  I  /hall,  therefore, 
confine  myfelf  to  the  living  Virtues,  as  they  are 
within  the  ordinary  reach  of  humanity,  when 
afllfted  by  divine  grace  and  goodnefs.  For  'tis 
they  alone  that  can  influence  the  conduct,  an4 
ejccite  to  imitation. 

First,  then,  in  Living  with  Yourfelves  and 
your  God,  let  it  be  your  primary  and  immediate 
care,  to  get  the  dominion  of  your  own  paflions, 
and  to  bring  every  movement  of  the  foul  under 
fubjedion  to  Confcience,  Reafon  and  Religion  ; 
thofe  three  lovely  guides,  fet  over  the  human 
condud.  Let  your  wilhes  be  moderate,  follici- 
tous  about  nothing  fo  much  as  the  friend  (hip 
of  your  God,  and  the  prefervation  of  your  vir- 
tue and  good  name ! 

Accustom  yourfelves  to  an  early  induftry  in 
bufinefs,  and  a  wife  refledion  upon  human  life. 
Beware  of  idlenefs,  and  the  pernicious  influence 
pf  bad  habits.  Poflefs  yourfelves  of  jufl:  and 
elevated  notions  of  the  divine  charader  and  ad- 
fniniftration,  apd  of  the  end  and  dignity  of  your 

own 
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own  immortal  n:uii re.  Oh!  confccrate  to  your 
God  the  firft  and  be(t  of  your  days !  When  you 
enjoy  health  of  body,  ftrength  of  mind,  and 
vigour  of  fpirits  tlien  is  the  heart  a  noble  facri- 
fice,  and  bell  worthy  of  being  prefented  to  the 
great  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth  ! 

But,  alas !  when  the  prime  of  our  years  have 
been  dv^voted  to  the  ways  of  plcafure  and  folly, 
with  what  confidence  can  we  ofter  to  our  God 
the  dregs  of  vice  and  iniquity  -,  an  old  age 
broken  with  infirmity,  and  groaning  under  the 
load  of  mifcry  ?  Tho'  heaven  be  all  merciful, 
and  even  this  laft  offering  not  to  be  neglefted  ; 
yet,  toa  generous  mind,  there  is  fomething  pe- 
culiarly painful  in  the  thought.  And  certainly, 
when  the  foul  is  fitteft  for  pleafure,  then  alfo  it 
is  fitteft  to  be  lifted  up,  in  manly  devotion,  to 
its  adorable  Maker ! 

That  your  fouls  may  be  the  more  difpofed 
to  this  exalted  intercourfe,  continue  to  adorn 
them  with  every  divine  grace  and  excellence. 
As  far  as  your  circumftances  will  permit,  con- 
tinue thro'  life  the  votaries  of  Wifdom  ;  and 
never  drop  your  acquaintance  wich  thofe  Scien- 
ces in:o  which  you  have  been  initiated  here. 
But,  in  the  profecution  of  them,  weigh  well  the 
ftrength  of  the  human  underflanding.  Keep 
to  fubjeds  within  its  reach,  and  rather  to  thofc 
which  are  rfeful  than  curious.  In  your  enqui- 
ries, never  fuffer  yourfelves  to  be  drawn  from 
fhe  main  point,  or  loft  in  a  multitude  of  parti- 

iulars. 
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culars.  Always  keep  firft  principles  in  view ; 
life  is  fhort  -,  we  can  go  but  little  farther,  and 
that  little  will  then  only  be  of  ufe,  when  clearly 
deduced  from  them. 

For  this  reafon,  beware,  above  all  things,  of 
valuing  yourfelvcs  much  on  any  temporary  ac- 
quifitions,  or  falling  into  the  error  of  thofe  who 
think  they  fhcw  the  depth  of  their  wifdom,  by 
difregarding  that  fublime  fyftem,  brought  down 
from  heaven  by  the  Son  of  God.  Poor  is  the 
extent  of  human  fcience  at  bed  ;  and  thoie  who 
know  the  moft,  know  but  jufl  enough  to  con- 
vince them  of  their  own  ignorance.  Vain,  then, 
muft  they  be  who  would  be  thought  wife  for 
defpifing  the  didates  of  eternal  wifdom,  and 
would  build  up  the  pride  of  knowlege  upon 
their  ignorance  of  things  of  the  molt  lallin^ 
confequence. 

In  my  Difcourfe  before  you  this  day,  I  fiiewed 
that  fuch  empty  fmatterers  could  have  but  fmull 
pretenfions  to  common  wifdom,  much  Icfs  to 
the  exalted  name  of  Philofophy.  The  true  vo- 
taries of  this  divine  fcience  will  ever  difclaim 
them  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  you  will  heartily  join 
in  the  fuiFrage, 

1  Ho'  we  honor  human  Reafon,  and  think  hu- 
man Virtue  the  glory  of  our  nature,  yet  your 
education  here  will  teach  you  to  fix  your  hopes 
on  a  far  more  folid  foundation.  It  will  convince 
you  that  reafon,  when  unenlightened,  may  be 
lallaciousi  and  conf.quently  that  virtue,  by  it 

8  alone 
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alone  direcflcd,  will  be  devious.  There  are  mlftf?^ 
diflfufcd  before  the  temple  of  happinefs,  which 
are  only  to  be  penetrated  by  the  purer  eye  of 
Religion. 

Hence,  then,  you  will  be  difpofed  to  feek  a 
fublimer  wifdom  than  any  that  is  to  be  attained 
by  mere  human  eftbrtSj  confined  to  the  works  of 
nature  alone,  thofe  fainter  exhibitions  of  tht 
Deity  !  You  will  fee  the  ncceflity  of  ftudying 
his  character,  as  exhibited  in  his  holy  oracles. 
There  you  will  receive  fuch  auguft  imprefTions 
of  him,  as  will  correc  your  philofophy,  humble 
the  pride  of  reafon,  ,  >d  lay  you  proflrate  at  his 
feet.  You  will  be  '  ught  to  renounce  your  own 
wifdom,  however  excellent;  and  your  own  righ- 
teoufncfs,  howe'/er  diftinguifhed.  You  will  be 
made  to  rejoice  in  the  name  of  Chriftians,  ancl 
triumph  in  the  glor?-  is  relation  you  bear  to  Jefus,' 
as  fhedding  the  b-  ghteft  luftre  round  the  human 
character.  And  confcquently  you  will  love  to 
inculcate  his  holy  religion,  as  a  fcheme  of  wif- 
dom falutary  to  mankind,  unfolding  their  belt 
interefts,  training  them  up  for  eternity,  and  con- 
duding  them  to  the  fupreme  felicity  and  j3er- 
fedtion  of  their  nature  I 

Tkrice  happy  you,  when  by  Divine  Grace 
you  fliall  have  obtained  this  dominion  over  your- 
felves,  and  thro'  the  Redeemer's  merits  arc  thuS' 
united  to  the  fupreme  Good  5  every  wifh  refign- 
ed,  and  every  palTion  raifed  to  the  throne  of 
your  father  and  your  God !  then,  and  not  tilf 

rhen,' 
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then,  you  will  have  truly  learned  to  Live  with 
Yourfelvcs,  and  with  Him  that  made  you  •,  till, 
after  the  clofe  of  your  pilgrimage  here,  you  are 
finally  admitted  to  live  and  rejoice  with  him  for 
ever! 

I  AM  now,  in  the  second  place,  to  offer  you 
a  few  plain  dircdions,  how  to  Live  with  the 
World.  And  on  this  fubjea  I  fliall  be  but  brief. 
For,  being  once  initiated  into  the  true  enjoyment 
of  your  own  nature,  and  aauated  by  a  deep' 
fenfe  of  God's  univerfal  prefence,  all  your  other 
anions  will  be  duly  inlluenced  thereby. 

With  n-rrard  to  Benevolence,  that  great  law 
of  Chrill,  and  fruitful  fource  of  all  focial  virtue,- 
why  Ihould  I  recommend  it  to  you  ?  If  you  truly 
Jove  God,  you  muft  neceffarily  love  all  his  crea. 
turesfor  his  u^^e,  and  difdain  a  narrow  unfeeling 
heart,  coiled  up  within  its  own  fcanty  orb.  Your 
Charity  will  be  of  the  moft  exalted  and  fervent 
kind  ;  extending  itfelf  beyond  the  vulgar  attach- 
Jfnents  of  family  and  friends,  embracing  the 
whole  human  fpecies,  and  ready  to  facrificc  every 
temporal  confideration  to  their  good. 

Actuated  by  fuch  liberal  fentiments  as  thefe, 
you  will  always  be  ready  to  do  good  and  com- 
muricate  freely  your  fupcrior  knowlcge.  Your 
council  and  your  affiftance,  your  hand  and  your 
heart— will  never  be  refufed,  when  demanded 
for  the  benefit  of  others,  and  in  a  virtuous  caufe.- 
Or  rather,  you  will  never  kt  them  be  demanded,'  ' 
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but  freely  prevent  the  readieft  wi(h.  Modeft- 
merit  will  be  the  objedt  of  your  peculiar  regard  ; 
and  you  will  always  rejoice  when  you  can  pro- 
duce it  to  public  view,  in  an  amiable  and  advan- 
tageous point  of  light. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  youths,  you  can  acquire 
fto  authority  fo  lading,  no  influence  fo  beneficial, 
as  by  convincing  the  world  that  you  have  fupe- 
rior  talents,  joined  to  inflexible  virtue,  and  un- 
confined  benevolence.  Compared  to  fuch  a  foun- 
dation as  this,  the  proud  ftrudtures  of  vulgar 
ambition  are  but  rottennefs,  "  and  their  bafe 
built  on  ftubble."  A  confidence  placed  as  above, 
will  give  you  a  kind  of  dominion  in  the  hearts  of 
others,  which  you  will,  no  doubt,  exert  for  the 
noblcft  purpofes ;  fuch  as  reconciling  differences, 
enforcing  religion,  fupporting  juftice,  infpiring 
public  virtue,  and  the  like. 

To  this  Benevolence  of  temper,  you  are  to 
add  Prudence,  and  a  ft:rid  regard  to  the  grace 
of  chara6ter  and  proprieties  of  Jife.  If  you 
would  be  very  ufeful  in  the  worlds  beware  of 
mixing  too  indifcriminately  in  it,  or  becoming 
too  cheap  in  the  vulgar  eye.  But,  when  you  are 
in  it,  be  affable  to  all,  familiar  with  few,  cau- 
tious in  contrading  friendfliips,  ftedfaft  in  pre- 
ferving  them,  and  entering  into  none  without 
the  cleared  virtue  for  their  foundation  and  end. 

Maintain  fuch  dignity  of  condud,  as  may 
check  the  petulance  of  vice,  and  fuflfer  none  to 
contemn  you  j  yet  Ihew  fuch  modefty  of  tem- 
per, 
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ptr,  as  may  encourage  virtue,  nnd  induce  all  to 
love  you.  Prefcrve  a  chcarfulnefs  of  counte- 
nance, never  afFeCling  to  appear  better  than  you 
are  j  and  then  every  good  adion  will  have  its 
full  weight*  'Tis  difhonouring  God,  and  dif- 
couraging  goodncfs,  to  place  virtue  in  a  down- 
caft  look,  or  in  things  external.  The  chriftian 
life,  far  fronri  being  gloomy  and  fevere,  was 
meant  to  exalt  the  nature  of  man,  and  fhew 
him  in  his  bcft  perfeftion — happy  and  joyful ! 

When  you  mix  in  company,  you  will  often 
have  occafion  to  be  difgufted  with  the  froth  and 
levity — *tis  well  if    not  the   vice— of  the  ge- 
neral run  of  converfation.     Strive,  therefore,  as 
often  as  you  can,  to  give  it  a  chafte  and  inftruc- 
tive  turn ;    regarding  always  the  propriety  of 
time  and  place.     And  if,  on  any  occafion,  an 
ingenuous  honefty  of  nature,  and  an  abhorrence 
of  vice  and  diflimulation,  fhould  oblige  you  to 
bear  your   teftimony  againft  what   you  hear ; 
let  it  be  evident  to  all  that  you  are  offended,  not 
at  the  perlbns  but  at  the  things.     Great  delicacy 
is  requifite  in  fuch  cafes ;  and  you  muft    )lame 
without  anger,  in  order  to  remove  the  offence, 
and  not  to  wound  the  ofTender. 

'Tis  true,  fometimes  an  animating  convi(5lion 
of  a  juft  caufe,  an  undifguifed  love  of  divine 
truth,  and  a  confcioufnefs  of  fuperior  know- 
lege,  will,  in  the  beft  of  men,  on  fuch  occafions, 
produce  a  fceming  warmth  of  expreffion,   and 

k  keen- 


I 


140  A  Charge  to  the  firfi  Graduates 
keennefs  of^  expoftulation ;  cfpecially  when  heatec! 
by  oppofition^  But  if,  from  the  general  tenor 
of  your  conaur.,  you  have  convinced  the  world 
of  the  goodnefs  of  your  heart,  fuch  darts  of 
pafTion  will  be  forgiven  by  your  friends,  or  con- 
fidered  only  as  the  fire  from  the  flint ;  "  which, 
«  being  fmitten,  emits  its  hafty  fpark,  and  is 
**  ftraightway  cool  again." 

It  will  be  your  wifdom,  however,  to  preferve 
the  ferenity  of  your  temper ;  to  avoid  little  dif- 
putesi  and  to  raife  yourfelves  above  the  world, 
as  much  as  pofTible.  There  are  really  but  few 
things  in  it,  for  which  a  wife  man  would  chufe 
to  exchange  his  peace  of  mind  ;  and  thofe  petty 
diftinftions,  that  fo  much  agitate  the  general  run 
of  mankind,  are  far  from  being  among  the 
number. 

But  fome  things  there  are,  neverthelefs, 
which  will  demand  your  mod  vigilant  attention-, 
and  fome  occafions,  when  to  be  filent  or  confent- 
ing  would  be  a  criminal  refignation  of  every 
pretenfion  to  Virtue  or  Manhood. 

Should  your  Country  call,  or  (hould  you 
perceive  the  reftiels  tools  of  fadion  at  work  in 
their  dark  cabals,  and  plotting  againft  the  facred 
interefts  of  Liberty  ;  fliould  you  fee  the  corrjp- 
tors  or  corrupted  impofing  upon  the  public  with 
i'pecious  names,  undermining  the  civil  and  re- 
Jigious  principles  of  their  country,  and  gradually 
paving  the  way  to  certain  Slavery,  by  fpreading. 
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c3<iftruaive  Notions  of  Government—then,  Oh  ! 
then,  be  nobjy  roiized  !  Be  all  eye,  and  ear,  and 
heart,  and  voice,  and  hand,  in  a  caule  fo  glo- 
rious !  ««  Cry  aloud,  and  fpare  not,"  fearlefs  of 
danger,  undatsnted  by  oppofition,  and  little  re- 
gardful  of  the  frowns  of  power,  or  the  machi- 
nations of  villainy.  Let  the  world  know  Jiat 
Liberty  is  your  unconquerable  delight,  and  that 
you  are  fwdrn  foes  to  every  fpecies  of  Bondage, 
either  of  body  or  of  mind  ! 

These  are  fubje<5ls  for  which  you  need  nof 
ht  alhamfc'd  to  facrifice  your  eafe  and  every  other 

private  advantage For  certainly,  if  there  be 

aught  up. ;i  Earth  fuited  to  the  native  greatnefs 
of  the  human  mind,  and  worthy  of  contention ; 

it  muft  be To  affert  the  caufe  of  Religion 

and  Truth  j  to  fupport  the  funda.nental  Rights 
and  Liberties  of  mankind  ;  and  to  ftrive  for  the 
Conftitution  of  oi|r  country,  and  a  Govern- 
ment by  Known  Laws,  not  by  the  Arbitrary 
Decifions  of  frail  impalTioned  Men. 

If,  in  adhering  to  thefe  points,   it  ffiould  be 
your  iot,  as  alas !  it  has  been  the  lot  of  others^ 
to  be  borne  down    by    ignorance,    to  be  re- 
preached  by  calumny,  and  afperfed  by  falHiood^ 
\tt  not  thefe  things  difcourage  you — 
All  Human  Virtue,  to  its  latefl:  breathy 
Finds  Envy  never  conquer*d  but  by  death. 
The  great  Alcides,  every  labor  paft, 
|Iad  ft  ill  this  nionfter  to  fubdue  at  laft.* 
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/ou  are  conlcious 
and  are  fupported  by  your  own  integrity,  let  no 
earthly  power  awe  you  from  following  the  uir- 
bialTed  dilates  of  your  own  heart.  Magnani- 
moufly  afiert  your  private  judgment  where  you 
know  it  to  be  right,  and  fcorn  a  fervile  truck- 
ling to  the  names  or  opinions  of  others,  how- 
ever dignified.  With  a  manly  and  intrepid  fpi- 
rit,  with  a  fervent  and  enlightened  zeal,  perfe- 
vere  to  the  la(l  in  the  caufe  of  your  God,  your 
King  and  your  Country.  And,  tho'  the  prefent 
age  fnould  be  blind  to  your  virtue,  or  refufe  you 
juftice,  let  it  not  furprize  you——. 

The  funs  of  glory  pleafe  not  till  they  fet  i* 

and  the  fucceeding  age  will  make  ample  amends 
to  your  charadler,  at  a  time  v>'hen  the  names  of 
thofe  who  have  oppofed  you  will  be  forgotten, 
or  remembered  only  to  their  lafting  diflionour. 

Nevertheless,  though  you  mud  not  expefb 
to  efcape  envy,  or  to  receive  the  full  applaufe 
of  your  virtue  in  you.  jwn  day  ;  yet  there  will 
always  be  fome  among  the  better  few  ready  to 
do  you  juftice,  and  to  judge  more  candidly. 
Perhaps,  it  may  be  your  lot  to  be  fingularly 
favoured  by  your  friends,  in  this  refped.  But 
be  not  too  much  elevated  thereby.  The  real 
good  Man,  as  he  will  never  be  more  undaunted 
than  when  moll  reviled  and  oppofed  in  his  great 
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career  of  juftice,  fo  he  will  never  be  more 
bumble  than  when  moft  courted  and  applauded. 
The  two  great  rocks  of  life,  efpecially  to 
Youth,  are  Profpericy  and  Adverfity.  Jf  fuch 
meet  with  any  degree  either  of  Succcfs  or  Dif- 
ficulty in  the  world,  before  they  have  learned 
great  felf-denial,  they  are  apt,  in  the  one  cafe, 
to  be  blown  up  by  an  overweening  conceit  of 
their  own  importance  ;  and,  in  the  other,  to  be 
borne  down  by  a  timid  diftiuft  of  their  own  abi- 
lities. Both  difpofitions  are  equally  prejudicial 
to  virtue — the  former  fo  far  as  it  tends  not  to 
excite  emulation,  and  infpire  to  worthy  adions ; 
and  the  latter  fo  far  as  it  checks  the  native  ar- 
dor of  the  foul,  and  ties  it  down  to  inglorious 
purfuits.  But  the  fame  means  will  correct  both. 
A  larger  commerce  with  the  world,  and  a  fre- 
quent viewing  ourfelves  through  a  more  impar- 
tial medium,  compared  to  others  of  equal  or 
greater  merit,  will  bring  down  the  one,  and  raife 
the  other,  to  its  jufl  and  proper  ftandard.  Whac 
was  pride  before,  will  then  be  converted  into  a 
fenfe  of  honour,  and  proper  dignity  of  fpirit; 
and  what  was  timidity  or  fclf  diftruft,  will  be 
turned  into  manly  caution,  and  prudent  fore- 
fight. 

Time  will  not  permit  me  to  add  more.  Hap- 
py fhall  you  be,  if,  by  attending  to  fuch  max- 
ims as  thefe,  you  can  pafs  your  days,  tho*  not 
with  the  higheft  approbation  of  others,  at  lead 
with  full  fatisfadion  to  yourfe'ves  1  Happy,  if 
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in  the  eve  of  life,   when  health  and  years  and 
other  joys   decline,   you   can   look   back   with 
confcious  joy  upon  the  unremitting  tenor  of  an 
upright  conduaj   framed   and  uniformly  fup- 

ported  to  the  laft  oq  thcfe  noble  principles . 

Religion  without  Hypocrify,  Generofity  without 
Oftentation,  Juftice  tempered  with  Goodnefs,  and 
Patriotifm  with  every  Domeftic  virtue ! 

Ardently  praying  that  this  may  be  your 
lot,  I  fhall  take  Jeave  of  you  in  the  words  of 
old  Polloniqs  to  his  ((^n 

The  friends  you  have,  and  their  adoption  try'd, 
Grapple  them  to  your  foul  with  hooks  of  fteel. 
But  do  not  dull  your  palm  with  entertainment 
Ofeachnew-hatch'd  unfledg'd  comrade.  Beware 

Of  entrance  to  a  quarrel 

Give  every  man  your  ear,  but  few  your  voice. 
Take  each  man's  cenfurejbut  referve  your  judg- 
ment. 
This  above  all — to  your  ownfelves  be  true, 
And  it  muft  fo'jow,  as  the  night  the  day, 
You  cannot  then  be  falfe  to  apy  nian.* 

TritsE  things  I  have  fketched  for  you  as  the 
out  lines  of  your  duty.  1  pretend  not  to  go 
farther.  It  is  not  my  prefent  bufinefs  to  offer  a 
perfcd  plan  for  the  condudl  of  life.  Indeed  my 
experien:e  in  it  has  been  too  fmall  for  fuch  an 
arduous  work.     And  I  hope  to  bje  judged  rather 
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by  what  I  hav*^  faid,  than  by  what  could  not 
properly  be  faid,  on  fuch  an  occafion. 

As  for  the  reft,  I  (hall  commit  you  to  the  beft 
of  mafters.  Be  fure,  in  all  things,  to  learn  of 
Chrift.  In  following  him  you  cannot  err.  And 
to  do  fo  will  be  your  intcreft,  and  your  greateft 
glory,  at  a  time  when  human  wifdom  fhall  fail, 
and  of  the  things  that  now  are.  Virtue—- immortal 
Virtue— -fliall  be  the  great  and  chief  furvivor ! 

Farewel !   my  Blefling  fcafon  thefe  things  in 
you.* 

•  Shakefpeare. 
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APPENDIX     III. 

A  Philosophical    Meditation,     and 
Religious  Address  to  the  Supreme 

Bl'ING    *. 


•  Preparatory  Address. 

OE  T  E  R  N  A  L  Source  of  Life,  Light  and 
Love  ;  that  ptrmitteft  thy  reafonable 
creatures  to  oprn  their  fouls  to  Thy  divine  influ* 
cnce  by  prayer!  compofe  my  thoughts,  raife 
my  affeflions,  and  grant  that  I  may  approach 
Thy  awful  prefence,  with  a  humble  fenfeof  my 
own  indigence,  and  with  worthy  apprehenfions 

of 

•  This  piece  was  flrft  couponed  for  the  ufe  of  yoong  Sta- 
^ents  in  Philofophy,  and  publifhcd  in  London  17^4,  at  the 
end  of  a  book  of  Eth  cs,  written  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel 
Johnfon,  prefident  of  the  college  of  New  York;  and  the  dc- 
fjgn  of  it  was  explained  as  fuJIows— — 

<•  The  author  having  been  entrufted  with  the  publication 
of  thefe  Ethics  was  of  opinion,  that  a  TvI<rditation  and  Ad- 
drefs  en  this  model,  which  might  be  a  fummary  recapitula- 
tion of  the  work,  and  alfo  contain  Petitions  for  the  divine  aid 
in  difcharging  the  duties  difcovered  and  laid  down  in  it, 
would  be  of  great  ufe  to  the  ycung  lluder.t. 

•*  Hence 
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of  Thy  a!l-fufficiency.  As  thou  hafl  given  me 
the  means  of  knowing,  in  fome  degree,  the 
relations  which  I  luaain,  and  haft  alfo  given  me 
reafon  to  deduce  from  thence  my  various  du- 
ties ;  permit  me  to  fly  to  Thine  almighty  grace 
and  aid,  to  enable  me  to  put  thefe  duties  in 
praflice :  For,  without  this,  I  know  how  infuf- 
ficient  1  am,  by  my  own  natural  (Irength,  to  do 
any  thing  that  is  truly  acceptable  to  Thee. 

^he  fpeculative  Part  of  Cbrijlian  Pbilofophy. 

I.  It:  ihe  courfe  of  mv  rcfear^.»es,  what  firft 

I.  Truths  ^^  ^IJ  appears  tq  me  is—that  Thou 

with  rcfpca  art  from  everlafting    to   everlafting, 

to  God.        completely  happy  in  Thyfelf,  perfed 

in  Goodnefs,  Power  and  Wifdom. 

"  ITonce  this  Compofition  co.ififts  of  the  fame  parts  with 
the  treatife  itfclf,  viz. 

*'  Firil,  Spvculative  and  Religious  truths  relating  to  God, 
which  make  the  Addrtfs  and  Acknowlegement  of  him  ;  and 
truths  relating  to  ourfelves,  which  make  the  Confeflion, 

"  Secondly,  The  Praclical  duties  that  rcfult  from  thefe 
truths,  which  are  Moral,  Divine  and  Social.  Petitions  for 
grace  to  difch.-iige  thefe  aright  make  the  Petitory  parts. 

"  The  author,  hr  wever,  does  not  ofler  this  as  a  complete 
frrm.  For  IntercefTion,  Thankfgiving,  and  fome  other  parts 
of  Prayer,  could  nn  otherwife  make  a  pirt  on  this  plan,  than 
by  petitioning  for  the  regular  difcharge  of  them,  confidercd 
as  duties." 

Having  explained  the  firft  intention  of  this  piece,  the  au- 
thor  is  now  willing  to  prcfcrve  it  in  a  c<jlle6lion  of  his  own  ; 
hoping  that  the  fame  candor,  which  he  will  ft^nd  in  need  of 
for  the  other  parts  of  thepreftnt  work,  will  fufRce  for  this. 

Thy 
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Thy  Goodncfs  fpoke  creation  into  birth,  with 
no  other  view  but  to  communicate  to  finite 
natures,  from  that  unbounded  ocean  that  flows 
for  ever  undiminilhcd  round  Thy  throne,  the 
grcateft  poflible  fum  of  Happinefs  that  fuch  na- 
tures can  pofllbly  fliare!  Thy  power  governs 
Thy  univerlkl  family  uf  heaven  and  earth  as  beft 
fuits  the  ends  of  their  various  natures,  and  Thy 
gracious  defigns  towards  tl.^m  !  And  Thy  Wif- 
dom  fo  conducts  the  eternal  fcheme,  that,  how- 
ever ii  may  now  appear  to  Th'^  (hort-fighted 
creatun  s  it  will  at  lalt  unfold  itfelf  in  a  perfeft 
confiftent  whole,  whofe  invariable  objeft  has  all 
along  been  the  greateft  good  of  Thy  whole  fa- 
mily i  and  thus  open  a  new  fcenc  to  make  thern 
for  ever  happy  in  the  contempiation  of  fuch 
boundlefs  love  and  perfedion. 

Thou  halt  portioned  out  thy  gifts  and  favours 
in  various  degrees  among  thy  creatures.  To  *  me 
Thou  haft  given  th?  noble  Faculties  of  reafon 
and  underftanding.  "  Thou  haft  made  me  but  a 
little  lower  than  the  Angels,  and  crowned  me  with 
glory,  honour  and  immortality.'*  Thou  tookeft 
(lie  from  the  womb,  and  haft  tenderly  preferved 
and  provided  "or  me  to  this  very  moment.  Thy 
unwearied  patience  has  born  with  all  my  failings 


♦  Me,  in  the  firft  pcrfon,  is  here  put  for  the  human  fpecier, 

and 
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and  Thy  overflowing  Jove  has  even  Joaded  mc 

with  undeferved  favours  and  advantat/cs . 

But  what  imguage  can  fpeak  Thee  as  Thou 
art?  Thy  goodncfs  towards  me  rifes  far  above 
all  expreffion,  far  above  all  thought.  When  I 
had  ftrayed  from  Thee  and  was  funk  in  ignorance, 
thou  thyfelf  vouchfafcd  to  fpeak  to  me,  rifing 
up  early  and  fptraking.  Thou  didft  alio  fend 
thy  fervants  the  prophets,  rifing  up  early  and 
fending  them.  Laft  of  all  thou  fcnteft  the  Son 
of  Thy  bofom  with  his  holy  apoftles  to  favc  me 
from  merited  deftruftion  ;  to  rcftore  my  ruined 
nature;  to  inftrua:  me  in  my  duty,  and  guide 
me  to  endlcfs  red.  "  How  precious  are  thy 
thoughts  unto  mes  O  my  God  !  How  great  is 
the  fum  of  them  !  if  I  fhould  count  them,  they 
are  more  in  number  thai,  the  fand  !'* 

2.  All  this,  O  heavenly  Father,  I  know  Thou 
art}  an ^  all   this  I  know  Thou  haft 

wifh  refpea  ^^''^  '^'^''  "'''' '  ^"^  '^^^^"  ^  enquire,  in 
toman.  the  next  place,  what  i  myfelf  am,  and 
what  I  have  done  in  return  -,  alas !  my 
confcience  tells  me  that  I  have  not  always  confi- 
dered  and  acknowleged  Thee  as  being  what  Thou 
art.  I  have  often  counterworked  Thy  gracious 
purpofes  towards  mc,  and  finned  againft  Thy 
holy  and  equitable  laws.  Forgetting  my  high 
preheminence  of  birth,  I  have  often  perverfely 
abufcd,  or  ungratefully  negle^ed  the  proper  ufe 
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of,  thofe  nobl( 


ith  which  Thou  haft 


powers 

crowned  my  nature.  "  My  iniquities  have  taken 
hold  of  me  fo  that  I  cannot  look  up.  They  are 
more  in  number  than  the  hairs  of  my  head  ; 
therefore  my  hftart  faileth  me."  Yet  ftili,  when 
1  refle6b  on  Thy  paternal  love,  my  hope  is  in 
Thy  mercy,  through  the  Redeemer,  *'  That  Thou 
wile  hide  thy  face  from  my  fins,  and  blot  out 
all  my  tranfgrefllons." 

In  this  facred  hope,  I  humbly  proflrate  myfelf 
before  Thee,  fincerely  confcfling  my  repeated 
trcfpafles,  earnellly  imploring  Thy  forgivenefs  of 
them,  and  ftedfaftiy  purpofing,  as  far  as  in  me 
lies,  to  amend  my  future  condud 

Look  down  then,  O  Thou  Firft  and  Befl:  of 
Beings !  From  eternal  fplendors  and  glories  un- 
utterable, look  down  with  companion  on  a  fin- 
ful,  but  penitent,  creature  humbled  in  dud  f 
For  thy  dear  Ton  Jefus  ChriU's  fake,  fave  me 
from  the  confequences  of  mine  iniquities.  Par- 
don what  is  pail,  and  vouchfife  me  the  aid  of 
Thy  holy  fpirit  to  lead  me  thro'  all  future  irials 
in  the  fteady  exercife  of  thofe  virtues.  Moral, 
Divine  and  Social,  v/hich  in  the  courfe  of  my  re- 
fearches,  aOifted  by  Thy  Spirit  and  Revealed  v/i!!, 
I  have  difcovered  to  be  my  Dutirs,  towards  My- 
felf, towards  Thee,  and  towards  my  Fellow- 
Creatures. 


The 


152  A  PbikfophUal  MedtiatioH, 

rhe  Prctmcal  Part  ofChriJlian  Philofophy: 

I.  With  regard  to  Myfelf,  may  I,  for  the  fu- 

^i.Petidons  ^"^^»  praaife  the  great  virtue  of  Tem- 

for  the  prac-  perance,  and  prefer ve  my  body  chafte,* 

Duties,  re-May  I  difcipline  my  Paflions  and  re- 
fpeaingone's  gulate  my  Affeaions  aright,  that  fo  I 
may  never  be  fubjeded  to  inordinate 
defires  and  violent  commotions  of  Soul ;  but  pafs 
my  time  in  Tranquillity,  Sobriety,  Frugality 
and  Induftry. 

But  may  I  always  remember  that  my  care  is  to 
reach  beyond  my  body  to  my  better  part.  Hence, 
may  I  ftrive,  above  all  things,-  to  improve  the 
divine  faculties  of  Reafon  and  Underftanding  v 
employing  them,  according  to  Thy  defign,  as 
the  means  of  fearching  and  knowing  the  truth, 
and  conducing  myfelf  towards  my  true  happi- 
nefs.  And  whatever  acquifitions  of  knowlege  I 
may  through  Thy  aid  attain,  may  I  never  be 
puffed  up ;  but  refer  all  to  Thee,  and  in  all  my 
refearches  be  felf-diffident,  from  a  fenfe  of  the 
extreme  fcantinefs  of  the  higheft  human  At- 
tainments. 

Yet,  O  my  God !  while  .in  the  purfuit  of  true 
knowlege,  I  abftain  from  finful  pride,  on  the  one 
hand ;  may  I  alfo,  on  the  other,  abftam  from  j? 
narrow  defpondent  undervaluing  of  thofe  powers 
which  thou  haft  given  me,  even  in  their  prefent 

impaired 
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Impaired  (late.     For  though  they  are  not  the 
higheft  hi  the  fcale  of  being,  neither  are  they  the 
loweft  ;  but  are,  indeed,  noble  when  confidered 
in  their  proper  place,  and  with  regard  to  their 
proper  end.     There  is  fomething  grand  and  au- 
guft  even  in  the  prcfent  fallen  ftate  of  human  na- 
ture, which  fpeaks  its  Almighty  Author ;  and 
thofe  muft  grovel  beneath  their  native  deftination, 
^without  exerting  their  ftrength,   or  afpiring  at 
any  thing  that  is  generous,  elevated  or  greatly 
good,  who  have  not  a  juftifenfe  of  this  grandeur 
•—May  I  have  a  juft  fenfe  of  it,  and  reverence 
my    nature!    May  I    confider  myfelf  as   Thy 
image,  and  drive  to  adt  up  to  my  dignity  in  the 
humble  imitation  of  ihy  divine  perfedions. 

To  difpofe  me  to  do  this,  may  1  look  deeply 
into  myfelf,  and  frequently  employ  my  thoughts 
at  home.  May  1  attentively  liften  to  the  ftill 
voice  of  a  well-informed  confcience,  which  is  thy 
vicegerent  within  me.  What  it  warns  me  not 
to  do,  may  I  ever  feduloudy  fly  from,  however 
dear ;  and  what  it  dictates  to  be  done,  may  I 
ever  refolutely  atchieve,  however  hard  f 

2.  With  regard  to  Thee,  O  my  God !  may  t 
make  it  the  chief  aim  of  my  life  to  ^  p^jj^ 
difcharge  the  Duties  of  Piety  and  tions  for  the 
grateful  Praife.  May  I  always  ac  ^^^'%',,-^ 
knowlege  Thee  to  be,  what  Thou  Duties,  re- 
art,  the  fovereign  objed  of  all  Love  i  ^P^^'"g  ^°^- 
for  furely  there  is  nothing  that  can  fatisfy  the 

^  humant 
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iiuman  foul  but  Thee.     When  I  ftray  from  the 
love  of  Thee,  I  find  within   myfdf  a  frightful 
void,  and  nought  of  folid  happinefs  to  fill  it  up. 
All  my  powers  are  dilTipaced  with  falfe  hopes  and 
faife  fears  ;  nor  can   1  fupport  the  lingering  tor- 
ment of  fociecy  with  myfelf.     But  when  I  return 
to  Thee,  fighing  and  thirfting  after  Thy  divine 
fellowfhip,  my  foul  is  abundantly  fatisfied,  and 
filled   with  inborn  tranquillity   and  Joy  in   the 
Holy  Ghofi:.      Nought  can  difturb  its  peacci- 
while  it  feels  Thy  pfefence,  exults  in  Thy  fa- 
vour, and,  in  all  things,  quietly  refigns  to  Thee, 
who  art  infinitely  Wife  to  contrive,  Good  to  in- 
cline  Thee,  and  Powerful  to  execute  what  is  beft 
for  me  in  the  whole 

O,  THEN !  may  I  always  love  and  obey  Thee, 
without  the  leaft    murmuring  or  diftruft ;  and 
confider  whatever  befals  me  now,  as  meant  to 
difcipline  and  prepare  me  for  future  happinefs. 
May    I    bear  every   thing   with    Contentment, 
Fortitude  and  Equanimity  ;  neither  too  much 
elated  or  dejeded  at  any  thing  which  this  fccnc 
can  give  or  take  away,  fince  I  am  not  qualified 
to  judge   of  the   tendency  of   things  in  the 
whole. 

Give  me  a  lively  faith  in  thy  promifes,  and 
fave  me  from  all  irreligion  and  profanation  of 
rhy  holy  name  ;  for  thou  art  the  all- feeing  Go- 
vernor and  tremendous  Judge  of  the  world,  and 
wilt  not  hold  them  guiltlefs  who  profane  or  nc- 
gled  the  awful  reverence  of  thy  glorious  attri- 
^'  butcs— 
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butes — May  I  never  negle<5l  ir,  and  never  forget 
the  worfhip  and  grateful  praifes  which  are  due  to 
Thee,  both  in  private  and  public  j  for  I  can  ne- 
ver be  without  a  prompter ! 

All  thy  works,  with  unceafing  voice,  echo 
forth  thy  -.vondrous  praifes*  The  fplendid  fun^ 
with  the  unnumbered  orbs  of  heaven,  thro'  the 
pathlels  void,  repeat  their  unwearied  circuits, 
that,  to  the  uttermoft  bounds  of  the  univcrfci 
they  may  proclaim  Thee  the  fource  of  julleft 
order  and  unabating  harmony.  This  earth  rolls 
round  the  various  feafons  of  the  year,  that,  in  all 
her  changes  and  appearancesj  (he  may  fpeak 
Thee  the  original  of  ail  beauty  j  and  every  other 
creature  that  lives  tliercon  feems  to  rejoice  in 
its  ftate  and  be  happy,  that  it  may  pronounce 
Thee  the  parent  of  all  wifdom  and  goodnefs ! 

Shall  I  then,  who  am  favoured  above  them 
all  with  realon  and  voice  articulate,  mar  the 
grand  Chorus?  Shall  I  be  the  only  pecvilh 
Itring  in  the  tuneful  inftrument  ? — Oh  no  !— 
fave  me.  Thou  Sovereign  Power!  Thou  Uni- 
verfal  Good  !  fave  me  from  fuch  a  perverfe  un- 
grateful condud.  Let  not  N'^e,  Me  alone,  who 
am  here  fo  highly  endowed,  wander  as  if  deaf, 
blind  and  dumb,  in  the  midfl:  of  Thy  applaud- 
ing works ;  but  may  I  walk  forth  with  the 
morning  fun  and  under  the  evening  fky,  while 
my  feeling  foul  attends,  and  my  confenting  heart 
beats  unifon,  to  the  voice  of  nature  j  for  the 

1  fame 
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fame  is  Thy  voice  founding  aloud  in  the  ears  of . 
the  wife. 

Thus  may  I  go  on  my  way  through  life,  cor- 
refponding  with  the  general  harmony,  and  praif- 
ing  Thee  for  all  things — for  my  reafonable  being, 
for  my  prefervation ;  and  above  ail  for  the  light 
of  thy  gofpel,  and  my  redemption  through  Chrift 
Jefus.  This  is  that  aftonifhing  plan  by  which 
thou  haft  reconciled  Juftice  with  Mercy  •,  and 
while  all  fuperior  beings,  inhabiting  wide  thro* 
nature,  make  every  fphere  vocal  in  praifes  to 
Thee  lor  it,  let  not  Me,  for  whom  the  won- 
derful work  was  wrought,  be  the  only  reafon- 
able creature  that  is  filenc  about  it,  and  that  per- 
ceives nothing  grand  or  auguft  in  it.  Sooner  let 
me  forget  to  breathe,  than  forget  to  extol  Thee 
for  it.  May  I  mingle  in  frequent  worfhip  with 
the  hofts  of  Heaven,  and  fwtll  their  univerfal 
anthem,  adoring  its  depth,  adoring  its  fublimity, 
adoring  its  riches!  Often  may  my  raptured  heart 
break  forth  to  thee  in  ftrains  like  thefe— 

*»  Bless  Jehovah,  O  my  foul,  and  all  that  is 
within  me  blels  his  holy  name  !  Biefs  Jehovah, 
O  my  foul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits ;  who 
forgives  ail  thine  iniquities,  and  heals  all  thine 
infirmities-,  who  redeems  thy  life  from  deflruc- 
tion,  and  crowns  thee  with  loving  kindnefs  and 
tender  mercies.  For  ever  blefs  Jehovah,  O  my 
foul  i  His  name  is  excellent  in  all  the  Earth  ; 
His  glory  is  far  above  the  Heavens.'*    He,  only 

He, 
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He,  is  worthy  to  be  celebrated  with  eternal 
praifes! 

3.  With  regard  to  others,  teach  me  an  un- 

Petitions  bo""*^^^  Lo^t  and  Benignity  of  heart. 

fortneprac-  Save   me  from  that   meaneft  of  all 

Social  Du!  ^'^^'''  ^  ^^'^^  unfeeling  foul,  coiled 
ties,  refpeft-  lip  within  its  own  narrow  orb.  May 
ing  others,  j  confider  myfelf  as  related  to  that 
univerfal  republic  of  being,  whofe  common  pa- 
rent thou  art  j  and,  in  a  particular  manner,  feel 
for  all  my  own  fpecies ;  weeping  the  lovely  tear 
of  fympathy  with  thofe  that  weep-,  and  mingling 
the  generous  joys  of  congratulation  with  thofe 
that  joy. 

May  I  confider  each  individual  in  this  world 
as  having  his  infirmities  and  wants  ;  and  let  this 
difpofe  me  tenderly  to  bear  with  all,  and  be  ever 
ready  to  alleviate  the  burdens  of  my  fellow-ex- 
iles, in  our  common  journey  to  the  land  of  pro- 
mife.  May  it  b^  ever  prefent  in  my  thoughts, 
how  many  more  deferving  than  me  mourn 
around  in  "  deep  retired  diftrefs,"  and  drink 
the  bitter  draught  of  mifery,  while  I  abound  and  . 
am  glad  j  and  may  this  conHderation  induce 
me  to  do  good  and  communicate  to  the  utmolt 
of  my  power,  left  in  the  day  of  final  retribu- 
tion they  fliould  be  comforted,  while  I  an-^ 
doomed  to  forrow  in  my  turn. 

But,  when  I  have  done  all  in  my  power  to 
felieve  others,  let  mc  not  think  that  I  have  ac- 

1  a  quitted 
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quitted   myfdf  of  all 


my  duty  towards  them, 
iviay  1  alio  alTiIt  tliem  with  my  advice,  and  in- 
tercede for  them  in  my  prayers,  that  thou 
^vouJdft  grant  them  reHgnat.on  and  patience, 
till,  confiftcnt  with  the  juft  purpofcs  of  thy 
moral  government,  thou /halt  be  picafed  to  puc 
an  end  to  their  troubles.  « , 

^   May  it  be  the  chief  triumph  of  my  foul  to 
fee  the  world  holy  as  well  as  happy  j  and  efpe- 
c.ally  to  fee  the  Society,  t6  which  I  more  imme- 
diately  belong,  a  holy  and  happy  one  i  eftablifh- 
ed   upon   the  everialling  foundation  of  Truth 
R'ghteoufnefs  and  Peace.     For  this  caufe,  hav-' 
ing  firft  warmed  my  own  heart  with  thy  love 
and  facisfied  n.yfelf  of  thy  eternal  goodnefs,  as 
1  now  have  done,   may  my  benevolence  prompt 
rne  to  jead  as  many  of  my  fellow  creatures,  as 
i  can,  to  the  fame  temper ;    ftriving  to  make 
Thee  more  adored,  and  them  more  in  love  with 
one  another      But  may  no  mifguided  zeal,  or 
difference  of  fcntiment.  induce  me  to  the  lead 
breach  of  Charity,  much  lefs  to  the  Perfecution 
of  others  ;  efpecially  thofe  uho  profefs  the  fame 
general  Faith,  and  with   whom  I  fhould  live  as 
with  brethren,  heirs  of  the  fame  common  Salva^ 
tion,  •  • 

In   general,  fave  me,   G  my  God,   from  all 
Violence-,    Cruelcy,    Hard-heartednefs    Slander 
Covetoufnels,    Deceit,     Infidelity.    Mo.ofenefs,' 
Difobedience,    and   every  Unfocial  Difpofition. 

7  May 
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May  the  fovtreign  Love  of  Juftice,  my  Coun- 
try and  Mankind,  ref/ulate  all  my  Social  Coit- 
duft,  and  infpire  me  with  all  noble  fcntimcnti 
and  heroic  virtues.  Let  me  give  every  man  hif 
Due,  and  do  to  him,  as  I  wifh  to  be  done  to  bf 
others.  To  my  Inferiors,  let  me  be  condefcen^- 
ing,  affable  and  kind  ;  to  my  Equals,  refpedful, 
mild  and  engaging;  to  my  Superiors,  fubmif- 
five,  dutiful  and  obedient-,  to  my  Enemies,  for- 
bearing, placable  and  forgiving  i  tp  my  Friends, 
affedlionate,  fincere  and  faithful  -,  and,  in  a  word, 
to  All  Mankind,  humane,  juft  and  amiably- 
courteous,  from  that  inward  fweetnefs  and  be- 
nignity of  foul,  which  are  the  Elder-born  of 
Charity. 
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And  now,  my  God  !  grant  for  Chrift's  fake, 
that  I  at  lead  may  fpend  my  time  in  the  faith- 
ful difcharge  of  all  thefe  my  duties,  and  what- 
ever elfe  may  be  fo.  And  having  thus  done  all 
the  Good  in  my  power,  throughout  the  whole 
courfe  of  my  continuance  in  this  world  ;  having 
endeavoured  to  improve  my  better  part  in  all 
virtuous  habits  and  ufeful  knowlt^ge  in  this  life, 
to  capacitate  myfelf  for  happinefs  in  the  nexr, 
may  I  calmly  and  decently  take  my  Departure 
from  this  prefent  ftage  ;  nor  let  me,  when  I  have 

endea- 
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endeavoured  to  aft  up  to  my  character  in  every 
former  fccnc,  flag  under  the  lad. 

Let  me  rather,  O  God !  confront  the  king 
of  terrors  with  Chriftian  rcfolution,  in  the  hopes 
of  being  placed  wirh  the  righteous  at  Thy  Son's 
right-hand,  in  that  terrible  day,  when  He  (hall 
come  in  all  His  glory  to  judge  the  world ;  and 
in  the  hopes  of  returning  with  him  thro*  the 
gates  of  the  New  Jerufalem,  amidft  the  Oiouts 
and  congratulations  of  all  the  hofts  of  heaven, 
with  them  to  celebrate  the  praifes  of  the  God- 
head in  that  endlefs  ftate  of  unmixed  joy,  which 
is  to  be  the  confummation  of  virtue  and  hap. 
pinefs !        , 

That  this  may  be  my  bleffed  (late,  I  beg 
thro*  the  merits  and  mediation  of  the  fame  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  has  taug'n  me  to  fum  «p  my  im- 
perfect Petitions,  by  faying  ;—— 

Our  Fatljer,  ^c. 


■i 


)l 


; 
'"J 


■* 


n  ■ 


